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EDITORIAL RAMBLINGS

Hello evervboayi ay | give a big "Welcome" to all the
new members ihat aave joined the group before | go on to
the 'apologies’.
| was told ‘*hot it was ?raditional for Editors to
stort their 2dlicrici with apologies, and who am | to
break with tradition! Firstly, sorry to all of you who
phoned Hobbysit sniy to get strange noises on the other
end of the line. This was because | printed their fax
number. Ooops! {t's been corrected in this issues NEWS.
Secondly, sorrv AGAIN for the delay in getling the
magazine *copy’ to our Chairman TONY BAKER in time for
printing. | misjudged how long it would toke me to get
the Mailbox done {three nightsl). Is there anyone local
to me that’s ¢ fast typist? |f you help P'll let you sit
on the Editors knee (even the women)! Next a 'sorry’ to
all who haven’t received their SD Microsystems voucher
yet. Please forgive me. You should get them soon (if you
haven’t already). Last and least, a ’sorry’ to anyone
else who thinks they deserve one.

Before starting o type this, | began to wonder what
purpose the Editoricl served. Was it to inform the
readers? Or to amuse them? | came to the conclusion that
the only purpose is to stop the Ed going mad while
putting the magazine together. Is it working? Pll let
you know when | take the daffodlls out of my ears.

No one saw me at the October All Formats Fair in
Birmingham, because there wasn’t one. It was in
November. And ncbody saw me there ’cos | dldn’t go.
Sigh.

Many thanks 1o sll those who sent me their replies to
the opinlon poll. The results will appear in the next
issue when | decide how best to present them (and after
I’ve recovered from this issue).

Many thanks 5 those of you who sent letters too. Not
all of them have Szen put in the Mailbox (bad planning).
S000....by the time you read this the Letters Disc
should be avaiasiz. At the moment (until it either
changes appecrance or Editor) it will be o Bulletin
Board type thing. Both sides will be full of letters,
with the first one on it being the first one to get
‘pushed’ when the disc gets full and more letters are
odded. To get it ycu must send me a blank disc along
with g padded SSAE (remember 1o include the return
postage), PLUS an exira thirty two pence stamp (or the
nearest thing ‘o ‘t). The stamps will go towards cutting
the cost of mailing CPC User to you. If you want it on
tape, do the sume but 2nclose a tape.

Remember that if vou wont to rneet CPC or Plus owners
local to you (with o view to storting u group perhaps)
then by aii means send your nome in to the Contact
section. It’s thers if ;sou need help too.

Whilst reading through the blurb at the front of a
Maplins catalogue recently (o’2ctronics), | noticed that
the Chairman hed some interesting predictions for the
future. Such as: by 1994 there will be a computer around
that will be able to make many millions upon millions of
calculations per second. Fast enough to model the entire
human brain. This has quite a big interest for me, as it
means that nome Virwal Reality sets won’t be far

behind. Virtual Reality (for those of you who’ve never
heard of it) is a computer simulated world. You put a
helmet on your head which has a little TV fer each eye
(this is normally no more than twe). A sensor in the
helmet tells the controlling computer what direction
you're looking in, and the computer ’generates’ ¢ 3D
view that changes as you look/move around. There are a
few games already written for the system - one is the
*famous’ Tomorrows World fighter combat simulation, and
another is a combat game involving big robots where the
weapon sights "track’ your line of vision. The ultimate
games computer! Any interested parties should note that
the cheapest VR system costs around £18C00 at present.
Of course you could always get a couple of portable TV’s
and make your own.....

Now to more interesting stuff. The *Tree of Knowledge’
has generated quite a bit of interest. At present |
don’t know how it will evolve. The potential amount of
disc space it could toke up is VERY large. Ideas on the
solution needed please. One way around it would be to
have a librarian with a ’big’ drive, so that s/he could
fit the data from two three inch discs on to one 3.5".
Anyway, if you have anything that you want to centribute
just get typing! We oiready have one member deing a
large section on general tips (household, DIY, etc), and
another who’s FAMILY are keen to do a section on
Geography. Anything can gc in it. Now all we need is
a librarian that doesn’t mind doing a lot of work.

People who buy things by mail order with a credit card
take note: contrary to popular belief, if a company goes
bust (before supplying your goods) then the credit cord
company will not give you your money back UNLESS the
amount spent was over £100. Food for thought.

If you're stuck for Christmas presents, what better
gift could you give someone than a years subscription to
the UAUG. Or you could treat yourself! There are also
lots of goodies to be had from our discount companies,
games, hardware bits, etc. With lovely savings too!

Well, another Editoriol cormes to a close. As | look
out of the window snow is gently falling. Christmas
carollers are sweetly singing hymns, and @ lone robin
sits quietly in o tree listening. All around is
peace....which is quite strange as it's the middle of
November here. Seriously, take care over the next couple
of months. Don’t drink and drive. Don’t smoke under
water. Spare a thought for those who are not as
fortunate as yourselves. And when you get up temorrow,
look in the mirror and give yourself a little smile. The
day will seem a whole lot brighter.

Merry Christmas everybody!
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The Chamrmans PJiT

First the bad news! Regretfully we have had to increase the subscriptions. From January 1st
1992 the UK and European rates will be increased by 50p and the Overseas rates by 75p. The
recent rise in postal chorges has made this increase necessary but we have tried to keep it
to a minimum. We hope that you will still think your membership of UAUG is worthwhile.

| was told recently that WACCI has not produced a magazine for some months now so it would

service to their customers.

appear that we are the only major CPC user group left. Your Committee felt it was worth
advertising our services in Amstrad Actlon as many ex-WACCI members must be looking around
for a replacement magazine. As it will probably take a few menths for the advertisement to
appear, it was also decided to place an information sheet/cpplication form in this issue
of CPC User and ask all of you to try to recruit a new member. Failing this you might be
able to persuade your local library or computer store tn display the information as 2

king Membership Secretary, Paul Owen, indicated
that he would like to give up his post in the near future but would continue until another
volunteer is found. At the moment | am asking all our rmembers in the Fareham/Gosport area
to consider volunteering. It will ease communication and reduce costs if we can {ind a
local replacement, but if this is not possible | might have to widen the appeal in the next
issue - so you have been warned!! As | am writing this back in October we might even have a
new Secretary before this ’BIT’ is published!

At a recent Committee Meeting our hard wor

Finally as we come to the end of another year | would like to thank all of you for your
continued support. In particular a big thank you 1o all Officers, Editors and Librarians
for the time and effort they devote to our Group. All that now remains is for me to wish
everyone a Happy Christmas ond prosperous New Year in 1992. Tony Baker. @

WORDSTYLE

Reviewed by ANDY KEECH

| bought my copy rany moons ago via the CPC User. It
is a little known and ultimately litlle used word
processor written in 1985 under the impressive name
"WORD PERFECT".

My copy which started life on tape, but which |
transferred to disc, was actually bought under this
title. | wos amazed to find that the program is 1K of
basic loader (which | had to adapt for the disc
version ), and 8K of binary code. This feaves o massive
29K for text on my humble 464.

Wordstyle hos all  the looks and a lot of the
commands of the "Word Perfect" used on a PC. The
program gets right down to business, with no menus,
just pure commaunds, which can be called at any time.
Here is just a sample.

CTRL A alter poge width

CTRL B return to BASIC

CTRL C cataologue

CTRL | set ink, paper and border colours
CTRL J right justify current paragraph
CTRL L load text file

CTRL M merge text file ta cursor position
CTRL N erase all text

CTRL O output bytes to printer

ETRL P print tex! to cursor

CTRL S save text

CTRL U toggle underline mode on/off
CTRL - set margins symmetrically

It has up to 128 columns per row and supports full
printer  codes for  Epsom compatibles. It s
simplicity itself, but there are no spell checker or
other complimentary programs available. It is o shome
that in the five years that this program has been
around Supersoft haove done nothing to improve its
appeal.

Whether you buy it, is hard to say, but It is a
great WP for the beginner or the mentally deficient
(like me). | still have rny tope version as backup and
| will not be selling. For a guick one off letter it is
the best, and its 128 column mode is useful for anyone
with a big ego. @

4 CPC USER: ISSUE 28: DECEMBER 1971



NEWS * * NEWS * * NEWS * * NEWS *

DIsC AVAILABILITY

A bit of news from Cottage Computer Software first. It
Is sometimes difficult to get games on disc for the
Amstrad. This is not solely due to the fact that (for
instance) shops don’t want to stock them, but also
because olthough a game is available on disc it may not
be FREELY avallable. The message from Cottage Is to
phone up (when ’mail ordering’) to either make sure that
the product is in stock, or to see if the company con
DEFINITELY get it on disc.

address is in the discount section of the mag (at the
backl).

TOTALLY ZANE

Could anyone who replied to the Totally Zane tfanzine
odvert many issues ago please get In contact with me
(the Ed). The Editor of said publication has informed me
that she has had major problems with the printer (ond
also the accountant) taking the money, but not producing
anything.

AMSOFT DI5CS

HELPUNE

More news from Cottage. This time to~remind people” *

that their ’helpline’ is still running. You can use It
for any computer related problem you have, but please
remember that they are in business and ore only
providing the service out of the goodness of thelr
hearts. If it’s abused, it'll probably be dropped.

The number is.....(0703) 740342 between 10am & Tprn.

NEW ART PACKAGE

SD Microsystems have just released o new art package
for the Amstrad called 'Picasso’. It retails at £14.95
plus £1 P+P. UAUG members have got 10% discount of
course.

The package looks very comprehensive, with all the
'usuol’ features normally found clong with lots of
others. Such as 3D effect filling, rotations, twisting
the plicture, and oodles more things. It runs in 64k, but
disc only. SD’s address Is In the back of the mag in the
discount section.

'BIG DRIVES

Hot on the trail of Picasso, SD Microsystems are now
doing a 3.5" drive package. All the normal benefits of a
top quality package (800k software, side switch to
"{lip’ the disc, dual 180k/B00k modes), along with disc
management software and a pack of five 3.5" discs.

The price is £79.95. There is no discount to members,
but SD have waived their postage fee of £4.50. Can’t be
bad! Their address is in the Discount section of the
mog.

NEW DISCOUNTS!

SPM Software are kindly giving a discount to UAUG
members on their Power Basic & General Military
Simulator packages. Power Basic is a Basic compiler that
was given a good review in CPC User o few issues back.
General Military Sirnulator is a package that enables you
10 write your own strategy games. Duve Havard will be
bringing you a review of It soon.

Both packages normally retail for £14.95 each, but you
can get them on UAUG discount at £12.95 each. SPM’s

The price of Amsoft discs is beginning to rise again.
The price originally went down because (so « heard)
Amsoft stopped producing them, and ’dumped’ them onto
the market - flooding it and driving the price down.

Now it looks as though the stocks are beginning to run
dry, so buy them while you can. Maxell will still be
manufacturing them for the time being though.

MJC Supplies is still the lowest priced Amsoft disc
supplier cround, with the lowest figure geing to UAUG
members!

HOBBYKIT

The correct address and phone number of Hobbykit is:

Hobbykit,

Unit 19 Capitol Industrial Park,
Capitol Way,

London,

NW9 OEQ

Phone number.......... 081 205 7485

DARTSMA PD

Yup, another PD library. This one deserves your
support because the charge is only S0p per two discs
sides!

The man behind it all, Adam Shade, is rightfully very
enthusiastic about his library. He currently has over 70
selections of goodies, with one selection occupying one
side of a disc (total over over 35 full discs).

If you bung him a disc, along with stamped self
addressed jiffy bag, he’ll send you his PD lists (wilh
some software as well). Or send an SSAE {o get a printed
list.

Dartsma,

¢/0 Adam Shade,
47 Kidd Place,
Chariton,
London,

SE7 GHF

CPC USER: ISSUE 28: DECEMBER 1991 S



The CPC Users MAILBOX

Fro&a ADAM SHADE of Dartsma PO,

e | om writing to ask if any other members of the UAUG
can help me with a few problems. | am looking for an
EPROM blower for use in blowing my own ROM’s. | am
willing to pay around £20 for such an item. Also | need
help with creating my own single ROM boards. All help
and odvice is wanted. Also if any readers have any PD
they viould like to give to my library ‘Dartsma PD’ then
all is welcome - new or old stuff, utilities,
adven:ires, games, etc.

o0 7he address of DARTSMA is in the NEWS section. If
anyone needs help of any sort please fesl free to send
it in to the HELP part of the CONTACT section.

rom BILL PRICE of ‘Peacehoven Eust Sussex S

o | like your idea of the ’'Tree of Knowledge’. | have
always thought thot there is a lot of knowledge amongst
the amateurs of this world. The oadvice they give is
often better than from the ’professionals’, because the
amateur is cost aware ond has to think his way around a
bit of expensive apparatus.

But (why is there always a ’but’ to a good idea?), how
would you go about collecting this knowledge together?
You can’t ask somebody to wrile a semi-book on a
subject. But you could ask members to give a low down on
their hobbies. Maybe some advice, or recommend books on
the subject.

I could offer myself with the first ’low down’: Ex-
carpenter retired (70). Practical hobbies. Astro
telescope making. ldeas on photography with Astro
telescopes. Also same with Archaeology which | would
like to expand with anyone thal may be interested. Could
recommend books on telescope making, as well as
practical odvice. But how would you work this with @
computer (a subject | am struggling with)?

Has onybody updated the library book storage program
in the disc PD library (PD 9/1 - Libooks.bas), Qssort
Missing so does not work? Maybe you or John Packham
could fit something in.

In issue 28 you mentloned that the magazine depends on
a handful out of a large membership to write articles. |
think this applies to most magazines and societies. Most
people join because they cannot write or talk with any
authority on the subject (whatever it is), but wish to
know rnore. Of course this usually falls on the hard
working handful in any society. This appears to be on
axiom, applying to all groups. So once again may | say
thanks to the handful of this group.

O Personally | wouldn’t mind writing a semi-book, but |
see your point Bill. The ’low down’ idea is a good ons.

readers letters

All the different bits could be ’lumped” togsther under
the different headings. It really boils down to what
poople want to do.

I've never seen the library book program, but if
someone wants to send me an updated version I’ll shove
it in the mog.

Yup, my thanks go to the ’handful’ too. But even a one
line tip is welcome.......

PRINTER PPOBLEMSM -

4 Gk S YR G e Y S5 ey S TRE (BRI 5 SR T RUAEN I |
From Mr W FORD of Newtown, Chester.

e | am a fairly new member, and am very pleased with all
the help that | have had so far, especially from Gordon
the Tape Librarian. However, | have still a few problems
un-solved, the main one is - How do | get my CPC464 to
give me a print out on my Epson RX 80 of the screen
display after instructing it to CAT? | have tried #8 in
every combination with every other letter and
configuration of Command that | can think of, but the
printer just sits there ond smiles, but does not print!
It does print beautifully AFTER "LOAD", but.....

How do | get my Epson to print a proper pound sign? It
refuses to alter no matter what | do to the character
control codes.

O As usual, | have to say that | can’t help. It may be
best if you send off for the manual. In the meantime
howsver, can anybody lend a hand?

From RAY NEAL owaoventry

o | own a CPC464 and a CPC4128, but | am pleased to say
that the 464 has been taken over by my grondson. | am 63
years of age, and have been using computers for about 4
years. | don’t think that there has been more than 6 or
7 doys that | have not done anything with it. When |
read about people writing to magazines to say that they
have bought a computer and "what can they do with it" it
amazes me. There is not enough hours in the day for me
to do oll that | would like to do (ond | am retired). |
am unfortunately not patient enough to learn
programming, but | do like using commercial programs. By
the way, many of the programs that | use are Public
Domain. This letter wos written on the Kirk Editor - a
very good word processor indeed (cost me about £4 from
WACCI), and worth every penny. The commercial programs
that | use (such as Maxidos, MOIl, Discovery, etc) |
advertised for in the various computer mart mag’s, and
bought all of them from people who have upgraded to a PC
or down to an Amiga (! - ED), whichever way you look at
it, for approximately half price.

O The PD libraries are a treasure trove of goodies.
It’s just a case of sorting the good from the bad. A few
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roviews would come in useful (do | dstect a subtle
hint?).

RS RS AR AL I R A DA
LATE PHONE CALLS

S8R LR PR SR MRS S Y T K B BB
From P CURGENVEN of Trevone Bay, Cornwoll

o | thought I’d better write in some praise for the PD
Librarian Richard Sergeant. Five months ago | bought a
brand new DDI-1 disc drive for my CPC4é4. | then started
to get disc based PD from the UAUG. | had trouble with
loading the PD so | phoned Richard for help at around
10pm. After the initial shock, it became apparent that
my lack of ’know how’ in using the disc drive was due to
the fact that "they" are not supplied with instruction
manuals. So after 10 minutes instruction from Richard, |
was given two vital words - CAT and |DIR. Also he told
me how to format a disc. Since then | have managed to
proceed at full steam, and I'm now very competant at
using the said drive. So very many thanks to Richard,
ond a big Raspberry to the Amstrod User Group (the
commercial group, NOT the UAUG! - ED) for supplying a
DDI-1 without an instruction manual.

o /t’s my own fault, | should have added something to
the list of Officers. But I'll say it now instead -
“Please only phone belween the hours of 7pm and 8pm".
You con phone me (the Ed) anytime between 6.30pm and
midnight though.

Glad you got the hang of disc drives, as they roally
are o ’must’ to have. It was a naughty oversight of ths
AUG to omit the manual. Did you get in contact with
them?

monosrne FOR »

Fiom KEN DRYDEN of Morch Cambs

_ @ Microstyle: there has been a lot of bad press (and
feelings) about this company of lale regurding their
service. | would just like to say that they appear to
have done what they promised, ond got their act
together. | ordered a copy of Maxidos from them by
phone, at 2.30prn on 22/10/91. 8.30am THE NEXT DAY my
copy of Maxidos dropped through the lelter box. Well
done Microstyle!

o Wait for it.........

UERITERTIRTR

/iﬂcrzosrna. AGA/NST‘
B T A A S S R TR

From our very own JOHN PACKHAM.

® This is a small letter from myself and has NOTHING to
do with the UAUG or CPC USER. It is a letter of WARNING.
Some of you readers may remember that we used to have a
Technicul Adviser for CPC USER called Phil Craven. Well
this is the guy who owns and runs (or is it owned ond
ran) MICROSTYLE. Now | must say that he was ¢ big help

to the UAUG in this role, and also provided free plugs
for the group in his own advertising. To this end | am
truly grateful, as are | am sure all the members.
However, all this doesn’t help me or other so colled
customers of his. Back in January | sent MICROSTYLE a
cheque for £100, and ordered a 3.5 disc drive, plus
discs, plus his so called wonderful new software MS800.
Well, | was patient, but after 6 or 7 months, | lost
patients. After ceveral costly phone calls, several
assurances that it was in the post that very day, after
politely requesting a full refund, after NOT receiving o
refund, | had no option but to take him to the small
cloims court. This alse cost me £10 for the summons, to
which he didn’t answer, then a judgement was taken out
in my favour, to which there was no reply, then a
further £16.50 to take out a warrant of execution to gel
the bailiffs out to him and if necessary, take his
property. Well, it is now October, and | now know that
the court now has the money, and should be with me any
day now. So be warned, as far as | can tell, this
business has bitten (or is about to bite) the dust. He
may be nice and polite over the phone, but | for one
would steer well clear of MICROSTYLE. Again, this is my
own opinion, and I’'m entitled and justified to give it.

oT7o be fair, Johns’ problem DOID start before
Microstyle said they’d got things together. But it’s up
to the individual if they want to send any money off.
Microstyle have only themselves to blaim however, as a
bad reputation always spreads foster than a good ono.

I’d also like to thank Phil Craven for all that he has
done for the UAUG in the past.

rrom STAN GARDNER of Strotford London

o | feel that the magazine is too biased towards the
more expert members. | purchased my first Amstrad 4
years ago, a CPC4464. A year ogo | gave this machine to a
friend, and upgraded (so | thaught) to a 6128 Plus. Woe
is mel

s there no possibility of o seclion devoted to type-
ins? | have found that | learn more from typing in these
listings and correcting my mistakes, than from any
arnount of time studying the monual. At the moment the
mag’ gives plenty of reading (if one con understond it
all), but does not give the reader anything to do. Take
away the Editorial, letters, news, Beginners Basic, and
the magazine has little to offer members of my limited
ability.

| have avoiled myself of the PD disc service. Once.
Two Beginners BASIC progroms. One | could not lood or
run at all using any of the normal Basic commands. The
other | found unsatisfactory as | could not look at the
listing ond the program when run at the same time. With
a printed listing | could see the results on the screen
and still have the listing in front of me.

A suggestion: the tope, disc, and book libraries. The
summary of contents is too brief. Could you not give
more detailed information of contents. Eg, six items
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featured in each section, each issue.

| have purchased Mick Bakers book 'Better BASIC’, and
am finding it invaluable (reviewed issue 28).

Finally, who designed the indecipherable issue number
on the cover of the last mag, and was he drunk at the
time?

0 You’ve taken the first step in changing the magazine
Stan - by writing in! It’s very easy to fall into the
trap of thinking that everyone is equal in computer
know-how.

| don’t have time to look through the PD libraries for
suitable type-ins, but Il print any that are sent to
me.

The selection of six items is a good idea, but a
little tricky to get done. Who is to do it? [t should
really fall on the members to send the info in, but I'll
see what can be arranged in the meantims.

The issue numbsr on the last cover was done by a
friend at work, when | realised that I’d left it off. He
wasn’t drunk. He’s an arlist (say no more!).

From MER| STUBBS of Borton, Oxford

e | desperately need some ossistance. | don’t know what
you can do, but here goeth!

| have a CPC664 (called Lancelot) who resides in my
front room, and generally does what he is bid.

There is also a very slightly difficult Brother M-1309
printer (called Galohad!) what usually does what he is
bid, but I’'m afraid he just stubbornly (like some men
what | know) refuses to accept downloaded fonts like
what he is told! There is a buffer on the M-1309 for
doing this according to the manual.

The quality of the print for what | paid for the
printer is beyond question, but (as usual) | want to run
before | can even crawl. | have Printmaster by Siren
Software, and have designed a font | would like to
actually use. I’'m not sure what | am doing wrong!

Please help if you can.

O Yet again | can’t help, but there must be some
knowledgeable members who can. Orop me a lins.

My CPC464 is called Arnold (Schwarzenneger), because
he’s all knowing, capable, and always there when nseded
(just like a man). My Mother rackons he’s a man because
he clutters up the house doing nothing. Sigh.

Now tell me about your childhood Meri......

From ANDY GIBBONS of P.elerborough Combs.

o | wonder if any of the members could help me with @
few queries that | huve? Hus anyone managed to connect a
mouse to a 6128 Plus? If so, could they tell me how they
did it? Would | need a seriol interface, and if so could
| use the same interfoce to connect a modem?

Has anyone got an instruction file for the PD program
CPM Printmaster. The instructions that | have got are
fairly brief, and | think that some of the files are
missing. | understand that articles have been published
on the subject, and would be most grateful if | could
obtain copies of these from anybody.

Another program | recently obtained is B-ASIC from
Logon Systems of France. This is software which, despite
Amstrad’s claims, lets you use the extra facilities of
the Plus computers eg 4096 colours, hardware
scrolling, hardware sprites to name just a few.
Unfortunately there are no instructions for this at the
moment. The only way to get anywhere is to use good old
trial and error. Again, if anyone has got any
instructions for this | would be very interested. B-ASIC
con be obtained from Robot PD, 2 Trent Rd, Oakham,
Rutland, LE15 &HF. Contrary to some letters in AA,
delivery time is about a week.

The magazine is great! It is nice to have ¢ magazine
not totally devoted to games. Not that there is anything
wrong with games though. It just seems that the serious
stuff is taking up less and less space in the
’glossies’.

Finally thanks to Mick Baker for sending me a copy of
his excellent character designer program. Cheers Mick!

o Guess what! | can’t he/ﬁ ya! Once again | have to
turn my weary head to everyone else, and plead for help.

Nice to know you like the mag Andy. ACU still run
serious articles (thankfully), while AA seems to cater
almost solely for the games player.

From WAL SAVIN of Birmingham.

o Thanks for the mag. You’re doing a good job. | know
the problems you have putting it together, having had a
few lengthy chats to you on the phone (I'm sure the wife
thinks there’s something going on between us). Thanks
also for the credit for my idea about members getting in
touch with each other locally. Unfortunately it was not
my idea, it was Tony Bakers in the april issue this
year. | would love to hear from other members in the
Solihull and Birmingham area. | know you’re out there
somewhere, because | conned ot least 8 into joining the
group! As far as | can see we could only benefit from
local groups. We could swap/lend, talk about software/
hardware, exchange ideas or just get together. At least
we would have one thing in common - the good old CPC.
And of course there’s always the pub. So come on lets
heor from you all. You must admit that it does get a bit
lonely at times. It gets a bit daunting when you look
through the magy and you would like a chat, as everyone
seerns to be miles away in Hamnpshire, Yorkshire, ond
Lancashire. So c'mon, let’s have o bit of local contact.

o Well, we’ve run out of room for another issue. Drop
forget to drop me (the Ed) a line (letter, one line tip,
article, etc). The Lettors Disc should also be up and
running by the time you read this. @
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Cat Ma. Book Title.

B1001P
B1002pP
B1005P
B1006P
B1008P
B1009P
B1010P
B1011P
B1012pP

B1013P
B1014P
B1015P
B1Mé6P
B1317P

B1018P
B1019P
B1020P

1021P

B1022P
B1023pP
B1024P
B1025P
B1024P
B1027p
B1028pP
B1030P
B1031pP

B1032P

B1033P
B1034p
B1035P

B1034P
B1037P

B1038P
B1039P
Bi040P
B1041P
B1042P

B1043P
B1044P

The Colour Coded Guide to Micro-Computers
Computer Programing In Basic

Writing Adventure Games On The Amstrod

40 Programs For The Amstrad 444

Machine Code For Beginners

Using Your Amsirad 464-Made Easy

Computer Challenges For The Amstrad
Advanced Amstrad Basic

Introducing Amstrad CP/M Assembley Longuage
(3 copies)

Subroutines For The Amstirad 464 & 644
Sensational Games For The 444

Applications For The 464 & 664

The Working Amstrad (2 copies)

Filing Systems & Databases For The Amstrad CPC
464

Amstrad Advanced Users Guide

Using Dr.Logo On The Armstrod

The Amstrad Pentucle Advenlure Creator

Write Your Own Adventure Games For Your Micro-
Computer

Understanding Computer Graphics

Amstrad CPC 664 Computing

Introducing Logo

Mysterious Adventures fer your Amstirad

The Amazing Amstrad Omnibus $$

The CP/M Bus $%

Master Machine Code on your Amstrad 464, & 644
100 Programs for the Amstrad 464, 664 & 6128
The Amstrad Disc Companion for the Amsirad 464,
664 & 6128 (2 copies)

Amstrad Machine Language for the Absolute
Beginner (2 copies)

Amstrad CPC Whole Memory Guide

IHlustraling Basic (basic tutor)

Simple Applications of the Amstrad CPC’s for the
Wriler

An Intro to Programming for the Amstrad 444
How to write Word Games on the Amstrad 464,
664, & 6178

Using your Amstrad CPC Disc Drives

The Amstrad 464, 664 & 6128

Amstrad CPC 464 User Instructions

Amstrod Graphics-Advanced User Guide

The Amstrad CPC 444 Disc Systemincluding CP/M &
Printers

Basic Programming on Amstrad 464,664, & 6128
The Punters Revenge (Gambling & Computers)

BOOK HIRE SECTION

Prake CURRENT FEE:-

If you wish

Booik

B1045p
B1044P
B1047P
B1048P
B1049P
B1050P

B1051P
B1052P
B1053P
B1054P

B1055P
B1056P
B1057P
B1058P
B1059P
B1060P
B1061P
B81062P
B1043P
B1064P
B10465P
B1066P
B1067P
B1048P
B1069P
B1070P
B1071P

B1072pP
B1073P
B1074P

B1075P
B1076P
B1077P
B1078pP
B1079P

The Amstrad CPC 464-Advanced Users Guide
Amstrad Computing with the CPC 464

Graphic Programming Techniques on the CPC 444
The Amsltruds Programmer’s Guide

The Amstrad Games Book

Easy Add-On Projects for the Amstrad 464, 664,
& 6128

A Z80 Workshop Manual

Computer Engineers Pocket Book

Your First Amstrad Program $$

Mastering Machine Code on your Amstrad 464,644,
& 6128

The Ins & Outs of the Amstrad

The Anatomy of the CPC’s $$

Advanced Programming Techniques on the 464
Programming in "C" on the Amstrad $$
Computer Programming in Pascal

"C" For Beginners

Introducing Pascal $$

Using A Modem With Your Computer
Beginners Guide To Basic Progamming
Intraduction to "C"

Fortran For Micros

An Introduction To Z80 Machine Code
Mastering Puscal Progamming ¢$$
Computer Programming in Fortran

A Crash Course In Pascal $%
Introducing "C" $$

The Hitch-Hikers Guide To
Intelligence (Amstrad Basic Version)
Databases For Fun and Profit
Introduction To Microcomputer Programming
Further Computer Programming in Basic $$
(designed for "A" level studies)

Get More From Your Epsen Printer

Hacker’s Handbook 111 (comms + hacking)
Powerful Progamming for Amstrads 464,664,6128
Forth - The Next Step (Advanced)

A Guide To Playing the Hobbit.

Artificial

NEW BOOKS

B1060P
B1081P
B1082P
B1083P

The Amstrad Programmers Guide $$
Z-80 Reference Guide $3
Microcomputer Puzzles

Structured Basic (BBC Computers) $$

Many thanks to the members who sent in these books.
Books marked $$ cost £1.50 beccuse of their size.

Will mernbers please

return all books PROMPTLY.

£1.25. per book per month *****

to hire a book please send a letter containing the book Catalogue No. and

title together with a Cheque or Postal order to The Library Book Manager.

If by any ~hance the book you require is already out on loan then it will be reserved for
you. Once the book is returned ( usually no longer than a month) it will be sent straight to
you. Please return the books prompty, as this will avoid disoppointment for other members.
CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS ONLY PLEASE. Payable to the United Amstrad User Group.
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DISCBASE - By SD Microsystems

SD MICROSYSTEMS'

DISCBASE is a database utility specifically for
keeping records of the files on your disc collection.
Pretty useless huh! Well no. In my first sesslon with
DISCBASE (known as DB from now on), | managed to
‘reclaim’ 7 out of my 15 full discs. In the the second
session | fed all of my discs into the database. In the
third | created o new database containing all of the
discs with clip-art on, and in the fourth | created
another to hold the info on any of my discs which hold
files relating to the production of CPC User (some of
which were also the clip art ones).

Before using DB, you should individually number all of
your discs (many do that already). Any number between
zero & 250 can be used. You should also make sure that
both sides "A" & "B" are easily distinguishable from one
another. Now you are recdy to stort adding the discs to
the database. At first (until you get the hung of the
package) | recommend that you simply enter ALL of your
discs into DB.

On loading DB you oare presented with a ’single
keypress’ type menu, (logically) laid out in
alphabetical order. The first option is "A", which is
also the oplion to inilially create your dautabase.

A) Add to database: If there isn’t a database info file
already in memory, this option creates one. You are
osked to give a name for the info file, which can be a
maximum of three characters long (the reason for this is
explained later). Now you are prompted to stort
inserting your discs, so that they may be catalogued and
the results stored. You are given the option of either
having both sides of the disc processed, or just one
side. The program asks you for the number & side of the
disc in the drive, and then for a ’title’ that it stores
for that disc side (eg "Misc.files"). You are also asked
it you want to save a ’'descriptor’ file to each of the
discs sides that are entered. This enables DB to
instantly recognise what disc is in the drive, but more
of this later. When you have finished adding to the
database, you exit back to the main menu.

B) Exit to Basic: This is slightly confusing, as you can
change the on-screen colours with this option. It also
"drops’ you back into Basic if you wish.

C) CATologue of current disc: Performs a normal CAT.

D) Disc utilities: Gets you into a sub-menu that allows
you lo: change the current drive; do a normal CAT; do a
normal DIR; erase a file; REName a file; change the
current USER number; delete a ’descriptor’ from a disc;
or return to the main menu.

E) Grase datobose from memory: This simply deletes the
current database from the computers memory. So SAVE the
database file if you want to keep it!

* DATABASE FOR DISCS * - REVIEWED BY THE ED

R) Record - load or save database: This lets you sove
the database file in memory, or load another one. This
is where the three character datobase name comes in.
Each DB file is saved with the "DATAFILE" prefix. So a
DB file called "MIK" willed be saved us "DATAFILE.MIK".
When loading back into memory, all you have to enter is
the name "MIK" (in the case of "DATAFILE.MIK").

S) Search database directly: Conducts either a simple
'match-up’ search, or a more complex search (with the
format of the search chosen by yourself). It either .
selects (for viewing) or de-selects any that fit the
specified criteria. Quite comprehensive really.

T) Toggle search: Switches between simple, and complex
searches (along with FORCED, OR, and AND searches).

U) Update disc: When selected, you are asked to enter
the disc to be updated (for when you’ve made changes to
the disc contents). If the disc has a ’descriptor’ file
on it, then DB recognises it and autornatically updotes
it’s files. If it deesn’t have one, then DB asks you to
tell it what disc/side is in the drive before updating.
The “disc recognition’ is a very handy feature.

V) View database: The complete database can be viewed in
three formats; as CAT lists (all files shown, selected
ones highlighted); as Disc Sides (one line eniry showing
the title of the disc and other information, de-selected
discs ’hidden’); or as a long list of File Namies (in
disc order, de-selected files ’hidden’). Each format has
it's uses. File length, free disc space, disc numbers,
disc ‘titles’, and other things are listed. You can
hide’ or ‘unhide’ files (so that the lists do/don’t
show thern, and lots more.

As | mentioned earlier, | have a number of DB database
files now. They are oll divided into different subjects.
One holds my clip-art lists, another holds a list of my
discs that have printer utilities on them. Nearly all of
the databases contain the same disc info, but the
ability to selectively ’hide’ & ’de-select’ files/discs
means that | only have the information that | need
showing. When printing the CAT files, all of the
selected files are printed in bold for easy recognition.

DISCBASE is an excellent product. It’s operation is
smooth, error free, and user friendly. The ranual is
easy to understand, giving a comprehensive picture of
DB’s capabilities. My first session wilth DB saved me the
price of buying another seven discs! It even comes with
o free disc rnanager program (Discus), which you can (and
should!) copy on to every disc in your collection.

DISCBASE is available from SD Microsystems priced at
£12.50 plus £1 P+P. UAUG members get their 10X discount
off that. SD Microsystems address is in the Discount

section of CPC USER. @
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PEGINNERS
BASIC

By JOHN PACKHAM

This issue sees the introduction of 2 more KEYWORDS. Don’t forget, I'm here to help, so drop
me a line if you have any questions. If you want a personal reply then PLEASE inciude a
stamped self-addressed envelope, otherwise | shall answer through these pages. In fact, | moy
do that anyway if | think that others might have similar queries. Anyway, on with the

DiM

This is used to set the dirnensions of an ARRAY. An array
can be thought of as a simple list containing either
numbers, characters or strings. Each item in the list is
referred to by an index number. The number depends
entirely upon the Initial size of the array, for
instance....

DIM a%(5)

This example would set aside enough space (boxes or
cells) to hold 6 INTEGER numbers (integers are numbers
with no fractional or decimal part such as 23 or 342 or
8). You may be wondering why space is reserved for é
numbers, when the cbove DIM statement says 5. Well,
arrays are ALWAYS counted from ZERO upwards which gives
-us 0,1,2,3,4,5. Hence, 6 numbers. Unless you have a
really large program where rernory is light, then you can
do as | do ond simply ignore the zero element and just
count from 1 to 5. It moakes life a lot easier.

Now to access the Individuol values we simply use the
correct Index such as....

PRINT a%(2) or b=a%(5) ele.

This is of course providing you have vaolues stored in
the array in the first place. One method of doing this
for exarnple is.....

0%(3)=36

this will store the value 36 In the 4th box/cell of the
orray a%, although you can consider it as being stored
in the 3rd if it makes life easier for you.

The above examples demonstrate a simple one-dimensional
array (a simple vertical list if you like). Arrays con
be two, three, four or mulli-dimensiona! depending

uponmemory limits. For example, to set a two-dimensionat
array the following format is used.....

DIM a%(3,5)

You could imagine this as a grid of values with 3 rows
and 5 columns, ie...15 different boxes/cells or 24 if
you're counting from O upwards. A three-dimensional
array is set up like so......

DIM a%(3,5,6)

Imagine this as a cube with length, height ond depth
being 3 rows high, 5 columns wide and é de_p. This would
give a total of 90 different boxes/cells or 168 If
counting from zero.

Of course, olthough it’s entirely possible to hove more
dimensions than this, you stend the risk of losing
yourself in all the different dimensions, so | wouldn’t
odvise it until you are completely confident.

Another point lo toke into consideration Is the actuol
amount of memory needed to store each value. All the
examples above use integers, and these use 2 byles of
memory for each volue, so the first example would he
5+2=10 bytes or 6*2=12 bytes if counting from zero. The
next example would be 3*5*2=30 bytes or 4*6*2=48 bytes
it counting from zero. The final example would need
3*5446*2=180 bytes or 4*6*7*2=336 bytes if counting from
zero.

Imagine something like.....

DIM 0%%(100,100,100)

Instead of needing 300 bytes of memory which you moy
think it needs, it would need 101*101*101*2 = 2,040,602
bytes. | don’t think that even DK’Tronics make a Rompack
that blg, although if any reader has a hardware project

CPC USER: ISSUE 28:

DECEMBER 1991 11



Once your prograrn is finished using lhe arrays, you can

in mind, then please feel free to let me know. quickly recover the memory which was allocated to them
by using ERASE. For the exomples above simply
With String arrays, each string needs 3 bytes instead of use.....ERASE 0% ... There is no need to mention the
2 (although that doesn’t include the space taken up by dimensions or size. Once this is used, aimost all of the
the actual String information - ED). And with Real old arrays’ space is available for other use. | say
arrays (numbers with fractional or decimal parts such as ALMOST aqll, because a few bytes are still used for some
34.76 or 3.29), each value requires 5 bytes for storage, reason (and | can’t work out why) although these are
which for the last example would mean a total of negligible.
5,151,505 byles of memory needed just to store them. So,
you really need to consider carefully the number of Next time, I’ll show you how to store values/strings in
dimensions AND the size of each dimension of your your arrays using RESTORE, READ, DATA, FOR & NEXT.
array/s. Until then have fun... @

* % CONTACT * *

OFFERS OF HELP

Help with problems on a voried subject list except hardware and assembly language (full details on request).
Contact:COLIN EVANS, Windsor Crescent, Monk Bretton, S.Yorkshire. S71 2LU.

Help with Maths ond Pascal programming. Contact:NEIL BUKHARAYEV, Abonent Box 120, Tatarstan str. 13-272, Kazan,
420021, U.S.S.R.

Help with Brunword, printers. Also ulilities for use with Brunword: initiclizalion, letter-templates, draw tables &
fomily trees on screen using IBM box characlors, control Qualiles. Send o stamped-addressed-padded-envelope with blank
disc to get these. Contact: M.CATTON, 11 Baltery Close, Gosport, Hants. PO12 4PA. Tel: 0705 585764

Help for anyone with problems in BASIC. Contact:DERRICK SHERWOOD, 13 Rodney Close, Bilton, Rugby, Works. CV22 THJ

Have you any damaged, creased, distorted or snopped tape software? Or do they simply give read errors when loading?
Send your tapes together with loading instructions & £1.00 plus 2 first class stamps to....STEVE MAKIN, 19 Westbury Rd,
Dover, Kent. CT17 9GQH. Programs will be retrieved and returned on a new tape (originals only pleasell).

Help with CPM+ Protext/Promerge/Prospell (or try me with other versions). Contact:BRIAN WATSON, 39 High St, Sutton,
Ely, Cambs. CB6 2RA. Tel: 0353 777006

Help with with CP/M, BASIC, FORTH, assembly language (machine code), RSX’s, etc. Contact:DAVE CHURCH, 1 Merston Close,
Brighton, Sussex. BN2 &6WJ

PENPALS LOCAL CONTACTS DRINKING PARTNERS

Help and advice given about general computer stuff. Ale quaffed, etc, etc. Pop round if you want a chat (phone first).
Contact: STEVE HAYWARD (details in front cover).

CPC or PLUS local contacts wanted (ale quaffed? - ED). Contact: WAL SAVIN, 201 Ulverley Green Rd, Olton, Solibuli,
West Mids. Tel 021 706 0992

OFFERS OF HELP WILL BE INCLUDED IN EACH ISSUE UNTIL THE MEMBER WISHES
THAT HIS/HER OFFER SHOULD BE WITHDRAWN.

ANY HELP WANTED WILL BE IN ONE ISSUE ONLY SO MEMBERS ARE ADVISED TO RENEW
THEIR REQUESTS.

PI_LEASE KEEP ALL AS SHORT AS POSSIBLE AND MARK THEM "CONTACT"!l
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‘| PAYMENT BY: Post Orders Cheque Credit Card:

DISCOUNT SOFTWARE

FROM MIJC SUPPLIES
SPECIAL OFFERS TO UAUG MEMBERS

AMX STOP PRESS SOFTWARE A great Desktop Publishing program allowing text and graphics to be
edited on one page, with cxcellent quality print outs. The package comes complete with a variety of Font styles and
some clip art, idcal for producing leaflcts, posters, newsletters or just good quality text print out. (NOTE: 6128 only)

RRP 49.95 MEMBERS PRICE 32.95

EXTRA EXTRA Two discs full of extra fonts and clip art for usc with the Stop Press program - a useful addition!
RRP 24.95 MEMBERS PRICE 12.95

STOP PRESS SOFTWARE + EXTRA EXTRA - Both packages for just 39.95

AMSOFT CF2 DISCS

Prices have gone up: - but we are still holding large stocks and can  still offer UAUG members their favorite
CF2 discs at incredibly cheap prices.

5 off Amsoft CF2 just 8.50 10 off Amsoft CF2 just 14.95 20 off Amsoft CF2 just 28.95

EDUCATIONAL - FOR THE KIDS ! - Fun School 3 from Database Softwarc is a range of cducationally basel
games split in to three age groups. Each packagce contains six diffcrent "games” and has beei. recently voled Best Home
Education Package at the European Computer Leisure Awards ‘91.

FUN SCHOOL 3 under S years FUN SCHOOL 3 5to 7 years FUN SCHOOL 3 over 7 years
Eacli Fun School 3 package on disc is RRP 16.95 - Members 10.95
on Casscttc RRP is 14.95 - Mcmbers 8.95

The Advanced Art Studio: (disk 128K only) The best Art package for the CPC. Features include Mode 0, 1 and 2
drawing screens. Shrink, expand, move, copy and rotate. Zoom facility for fine detail. Full colour 16 Pens, 8 Sprays and
16 Brushes. Keyboard, joystick or mouse operation (Genius and AMX).

RRP 24.95 MEMBERS PRICE 17.95 (Disc machiues only)

ORDER FORM
NAME: DATE:

ADDRESS: COMPUTER MODEL: 464 464D
464+ 664 6128 6128+
GOODS REQUIRED:

NN -

No: Expiry: Total £

MIJC Supplies Unit 2 The Arches Icknield Way Letchworth Herts. SG6 1UJ
Tel: (0462) 481166 Fax: (0462) 670301

The above goods represent a very small cxample of our range of CPC products - please call or write for a full list.
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THE PD TAPE COLUMN

There are now 2 sets of tapes and the waiting list hos been reduced. However if there is a
little time before you get your set of tapes please be patient - | will deal with the
requests in order of receipt.

We now have thanks to Steve Hayward a replacement for the Tape Number 1 - Games and Utilities
which has some of the original programs (that we have checked and also arranged for any
documentation to be read more easily) plus some new programs. The listings were included in
the October issue of the CPC User but due to the fact that they occupy 2 pages do please save
them for future reference. Copies of the listings will of course be sent out when the Tapes
are loaned. Again Steve - Many thanks for your help.

The fact that Steve has put on a "TEXTREAD" program onto the tape means that it will now be’
possible for the ASCIl files on tapes 2 and 3 will be able to be read. However | have still
to obtain the new Telephone Codes for London to replace the old one on the tape.

With regard to the Tape Programs themselves | feel that | should again point out that almost
ALL of these programs are present on our PD Discs and therefore even if you have only one
disc drive with your 464 it is to your advantage to use the PD Disc Library with its ease and
speed of loading and saving. The PD Tape Library was created for those members who have the
tape loading facility only, in order to be able to offer them some of the PD programs already
available to disc users.

Another point that | would like to make is that whilst the Tape Library Is Public Domain
material, the Tapes will only be loaned to members of the UAUG as part of our service to
members - would you therefore PLEASE QUOTE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER AND FULL NAME in your
correspondence so that membership can be verified.

Finally with many forms of Public Domain software, quite a few programs are supplied either
with very limited instructions (in the form of a document file or sometimes as a basic file
for screen or printer) and some in foct have no instructions at all and the user has to work
out what to do. This Is the case with some of the programs supplied for the Public Domain to
the UAUG by some duthors.

FOR TAPE OWNERS WISHING TO BORROW THE TAPES

Those programs from the library which should run on a 444 have been collected together onto
three C90 tapes. Disc to tape copying is a time consuming task and so we have decided to
adopt a different system for the tope owners wishing to obtain tope compatible PD software.

I shall only send out the GAMES/UTILITIES tape unless asked SPECIFICALLY for the full set.
Please send TWO Second Class stamps for the Games/Utilities tape.

If you ask specifically for the set of three tapes please send FOUR First Class stamps to me
and | will send you all 3 library topes. You may then copy those programs you require and
return the library tapes. PLEASE RETURN THE TAPES WITHIN THE SPECIFIED TIME, as another
member may be waiting for them.(Use original Packing)

PLEASE REMEMBER TO ADD YOUR NAMES, ADDRESS AND MEMBERSHIP NUMBER.

Write to:

GORDON WOOLLISCROFT
2 WRENBECK DRIVE
OTLEY

WEST YORKSHIRE.

LS21 2BR
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John Packhams’ Firmware Guide

This is the section of the magazine for all machine code addicts. As the Firmware Gulde Is no
longer available, | have decided to provide you with all the necessary firmware jumpblock
addresses, along with their relative entry and exit conditions. Most of the addresses can
only be accessed via machine code, but some can also be CALLed via BASIC. In these cases, the
address will be marked alongside with a (B). Some of these may not have obvious effects.
Also, those routines which have NO entry conditions and are not marked, you could also try
calling from BASIC, but the effects cre unknown to me so try with care. If you have any
questions about the routines, then please contact me. If o personal reply Is wanted, then
please Include a stomped, self-addressed envelope. | must tell you though, that | am no
expert. | am merely taking the Info straight from the guide.

33 &bbsé3 - TXT SET GRAPHIC

"ACTION:-
Enables or Disables graphic character writing on the
selected screen.
ENTRY CONDITIONS:-
If graphic writing is to be enubled:
A must be non-zero.
If graphic wriling Is to be disabled:
A must contaln zero.
EXIT CONDITIONS:-
AF is corrupted.
All other registers are preserved.
NOTES:-
When enabled, all control codes ure printed rather than
obeyed.

34 &bbés - TXT WIN ENABLE

ACTION:-

Sets the boundarles of the window on the currently
selected stream.

ENTRY CONDITIONS:-

H contains the physical column of one edge.

D contains the physical column of the other edge.

L contains the physical row of one edge.

-E contains the physical row of the other edge.

EXIT CONDITIONS:-

AF, BC, DE and HL are corrupt.

* All other registers are preserved.

NOTES:-

Physical coordinates means that ROW 0, COLUMN 0 Is the
top left hand corner.

The left of the window is the smaller of H & D. The top
of the window Is the smaller of L & E.

The cursor Is moved to the top left of the window, and
the window is NOT cleared.

35 &bbd9 - TXT GET WINDOW

ACTION:-

Get the boundaries of the window on the currently
selected stream and whether or not it covers the whole
screen.

ENTRY CONDITIONS:-

None.

EXIT CONDITIONS:- .

If the window covers the whole screen the the CARRY flag
is FALSE, otherwise it Is TRUE.

H contains the left column.

D contains the right column.

L contains the top row.

E contains the bottom row.

A s corrupt.

All other registers are preserved.

36 &bbée - TXT CLEAR WINDOW (B)

ACTION:-

Clears the text window of the currently selected siream
to the paper ink of the currently selected stream.
ENTRY CONDITIONS:-

None.

EXIT CONDITIONS:-

AF, BC, DE and HL are corrupt.

All other registers are preserved.

37 &bbéf - TXT SET COLUMN

ACTION:-

Moves the current position of the currently selected
stream to a new column.

ENTRY CONDITIONS:-

A contains the required logical column for the screen.
EXIT CONDITIONS:-

AF and HL are corrupt.

All other registers are preserved.

NOTES:-

Logical coordinates means that ROW 1, COLUMN 1 I- the
top left hand corner.

38 &bb72 - TXT SET ROW
As above, but for ROW instead of COLUMN.
39 &bb75 - TXT SET CURSOR

ACTION:-

Moves the current positlon of the currenlly selected
stream to a new row AND column.

ENTRY CONDITIONS:-

11 contains the required logical column.

L contains the required logical rovs.

EXIT CONDITIONS:-

AF and HL are corrupt.

All other registers are preserved.

Well that’s it for another issue. Bye! @
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RSX-LIB - By Smogware Systems

SMOGWARE SYSTEMS'

RSX-LIB simply stands for RSX Library, and it is a
utility that enables you to create your own RSX’s either
by ‘writing them yourselves (in machine code), or
stripping them from other sources (a type-in for
example). You don’t even have to understand machine
code!

Down to basics - an RSX (Resident System eXtention) is
o machine code progrom that you can easily use from
Bosic. They can range from simple things that change the
screen colour, to complex ones such as the "[DIR" disc
commaond. That's all you need to know really.

Before running RSX-LIB for the first {ime you must
make a back-up copy of the RSX-LIB disc. The utility hos
i's own database that holds all the info on your RSX
routines, and it’s stored on the disc that the program
is initially run from. The maximum number of routines
that con be stored in o library is 150. That may seem
limiting, but o solution will be revealed later on in
the review. ALWAYS work from the back-up copy. To get
you storted, the package comes with over 50 RSX routines
already stored in the database.

Another thing is to name the disc that you copy it on
to. This can either be a simple number (such as disc
""), or a name (such as "RSX routines"). You now write
the nome on to the disc label. This enables RSX-LIB to
usk you to insert whatever disc it needs.

When the program loads, you're presented with a nice
'clean’ menu screen. To simplify matters in reviewing,
I'll explain them in the order that they appear on
screen.

1) Assemble RSX’s: When selected, the screen changes to
show all the RSX’s that are stored in the library. To
actualy assemble a few, all you need to do is to
highlight the chosen ones by moving the ’selector’ up
and down with the arrow keys. Then you press the COPY
key to select the RSX (press COPY again to de-select
it). When you have finished, press ENTER and the program
asks you to insert whatever disc (by name) that it
needs. You now get to name the file (the program file of
RSX's), and then save it to the disc of your choice. Get
a pencil and paper ready, because you are now told what
to type to get the RSX’s running from Basic. Write it
down correctly, or it may not run. :

2) Dis-assemble RSX’s: This enables you to ’extract’ the
RSX’s from ready made programs (such as type-ins). The
process is simple enough, and after RSX-LIB has finished
it presents you with a list of the RSX’s that it managed
to extract. You con then select the ones that you want
to save. The manual states that it doesn’t always work
(due to various things), but so far I've had no problems
with it.

3) Add RSX o library: this asks you for the name of the
disc that the RSX machine code file is stored on, along
with the name you want to call the RSX (and also a few

*+ RSX CREATOR ** - REVIEWED BY THE ED

details specific to the routine). The RSX Is then added
to the database. Job done!

4) Remove RSX’s from library: You're presented with a
list of the RSX’s that are in the database, and allowed
to select the ones for removal. The selection process is
the same as for option 1 (orrow keys to move, COPY key
to select/de-select). Only the RSX entry in the database
is removed. The actual machine code file (on whatever
disc) is left intact.

5) View RSX information: Again, the presentation and
selection process is the same as oplion 1. Upon
selecting on RSX you get shown all the information that
the database is holding about it.

6) Alter RSX information: The same as option 5, but
allows you to alter the information.

7) View library information: This allows you to view the
information about the library itself, as opposed to the
info IN the library. This is a) what (named) disc lhe
current librory database is stored on, and b) hew rnany
changes you can make to the library before it
AUTOMATICALLY saves the changes.

8) Alter library information: Enables you 1o change the
info viewed in oplion 7. To create (or use) another
library database, all you need to do is to tell RSX-LIB
what (named) disc to use.

9) End session: This saves any changes that have been
made to the library, and then returns you to Baosic.

That’s all the information you need to know about the
program, us it is EXTREMELY simple and easy lo use. Each
sub-screen is clearly labelled so that you always know
which option you have selected.

RSX-LIB enables you to hove a vast array of different
RSX routines that can be assembled in whatever variation
YOU want - all at the touch of a few keys.

The manual itself is a joy to read. Everylhing about
the program, it’s operation, and RSX’s in general is
explained in a clear, easy to understand way. It would
have been easier for me to have copied the text for this
review straight out of it. Not to save lime or ’cheat’,
but because it is so comprehensive and straightforward.
It's just a shame that aoll manuals are not written in
the same fashion.

All in all | can highly recommend RSX-LIB. It has
proved invaluable te me, when initially | thought it
would have limited uses. It is now in my top three list
of essential software utilities.

The normal price of RSX-LIB is £19.95, but members can
get it at 25% discount (price £14.95). Smogware Systems
address is listed in the Discount section of CPC User. @
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John Packhams’ Firmware Guide

This Is the section of the magazine for all machine code addicts. As the Firmware Gulde Is no
longer available, | have decided to provide you with all the necessory firmware jumpblock
addresses, along with their relative entry and exit conditions. Most of the addresses can
only be accessed via machine code, but some can also be CALLed via BASIC. In these cases, the
address will be marked alongside with a (B). Some of these may not have obvious effects.
Also, those routines which have NO entry conditions and are not marked, you could also try
calling from BASIC, but the effects ore unknown to me so try with care. If you have any
questions about the routines, then please contact me. If a personal reply Is wanted, then
please Include a stomped, self-addressed envelope. | must tell you though, that | am no
expert. | am merely taking the Info straight from the guide.

33 &bbs3 - TXT SET GRAPHIC

"ACTION:-
Enables or Disables graphic character writing on the
selected screen.
ENTRY CONDITIONS:-
If graphic writing is to be enubled:
A must be non-zero.
If graphic writing Is to be disabled:
A must contain zero.
EXIT CONDITIONS:-
AF is corrupted.
All other registers are preserved.
NOTES:-
Y/hen enabled, all control codes are printed rather than
obeyed.

34 &bbss - TXT WIN ENABLE

ACTION:-

Sets the boundarles of the window on the currently
selected stream.

ENTRY CONDITIONS:-

H contains the physical column of one edge.

D contains the physical column of the other edge.

L contains the physical row of one edge.

-E contains the physical row of the other edge.

EXIT CONDITIONS:-

~ AF, BC, DE and HL are corrupt.

~ All other registers are preserved.

NOTES:-

Physical coordinates means that ROW 0, COLUMN 0 Is the
top left hand corner.

The left of the window is the smaller of H & D. The top
of the window Is the smaller of L & E.

The cursor Is moved to the top left of the window, and
the window is NOT cleared.

35 &bbd? - TXT GET WINDOW

ACTION:-

Get the boundaries of the window on the currently
selected stream and whether or not it covers the whole
screen,

ENTRY CONDITIONS:-

None.

EXIT CONDITIONS:- .

If the window covers the whole screen the the CARRY flag
is FALSE, otherwise it is TRUE.

H contains the left column.

D contains the right column.

L contains the top row.

E contains the bottom row.

A Is corrupt.

All other registers are preserved.

36 &bbée - TXT CLEAR WINDOW (B)

ACTION:-

Clears the text window of the currenily selected stream
to the paper ink of the currently selected stream.
ENTRY CONDITIONS:-

None.

EXIT CONDITIONS:-

AF, BC, DE and HL are corrupt.

All other registers are preserved.

37 &bbéf - TXT SET COLUMN

ACTION:-

Moves the current position of the currently selected
stream to a new column.

ENTRY CONDITIONS:-

A contains the required logical column for the screen.
EXIT CONDITIONS:-

AF and HL are corrupt.

All other registers are preserved.

NOTES:-

Logical coordinates means that ROW 1, COLUMN 1 iv the
top left hand corner.

38 &bb72 - TXT SET ROW
As above, but for ROW instead of COLUMN.
39 &bb7S5 - TXT SET CURSOR

ACTION:-

Moves the current position of the currenlly selected
stream to a new row AND column.

ENTRY CONDITIONS:-

11 contains the required logical column.

L contains the required logical rov.

EXIT CONDITIONS:-

AF and HL are corrupt.

All other registers are preserved.

Well that’s it for another issue. Bye! @

CPC USER: ISSUE

28:

DECEMBER 1971



:obam_m v:w omm ‘9z1 n:m vm Eo_uoEEoo .:::omam OQU pelswy ‘000€Y Ddg ‘Sapawiydiy ‘1S 1ely ‘sajqnedwod pue Dd ‘ebiwy 04  mmemy

ot 2t 4P AR

% *dpd 13 + S6'pI3F 40) uoyDONpF ¥, AL ] WOIJ PAUITIO I UL SAEJIIA0 ] JO syoed jooydg
QEOU—Q& m@—h:a—uﬂo h@—&@ﬁ— l@ N 7onpoad s1y1 10f pa1dadop aq jouund siap1o auoydaa [ NV €5 piaiffays ‘12348 Koaag [

3 (1V8 €5 PIPLIAYS 190.)S 212 T ‘9SNOY Puas doaN ‘asnopy puasdaaN ‘uoyponpy Y, 2)diiy 0] dpd [F + C6TF 40f 42p10 [DIsoq 10 anbayo

. D puas 40 $19|pap woif 3)qIDAD S 1] *S143133] [011dDI G pasnpd uCISNfuod ay) SjpuIL]d
‘Ti NDdD daq ‘uoyvanpy Y, a1dii] : 03 AJLIA @ .u:u paaowas puv panif Kyomb s 1] “auomifos Kup ynm asn 1o0f £pji240 pipoqkay asvd

dis] anbun ay; Suidjddns mou a.up am $13yIpa; wof pupwap ipndod £g
- suoudaid d2m0] Y, 3]
.>>OZ o>mcwh NEb : : P b\ aSDI 4IMO0] 0] p4p0qLay 41a1ndw0d SNV 1424U0D b«&:@

_I._aauuua» 4!@ -

;.ﬁ%@ Ao spiy =

| €T %5 |

fl1]1]aimib]

O o T A Y s PN SR LB O Ty

punu uy wWNNoLUNy) [PUOYDN Yy} pup pliy2 nok ynm pauSisap Lj143dxa 24 spnpoad uoyoonpy N, a1du]
: "Su102 ysnyiag ayr uimoys £njiaao JRYA v Yim 212)dwiod sawoy) ,

*$4DJ4240 pap0qL3y ISDI 19MO] FHYA OM] Yylim panddng

*2IEM1JOS AUE JSOWE A AR[IQAO . N

preoqkay ouoaqeydie oy asp ” *\A@v_ .mu:_ ®>COO

: *35IN0D UOISIAAI SO a1ojdwod e Sutuisap o3 s1oej Suuols Ajduns |

B woij sosn jo sparpuny sey 10ssaooid piom/aseqelep danecAouul siyy * K U‘_ O>>m~.mo

N *ONOWILIE JO SUOTIBPUNOJ [BNIUISS 91 Jo awos Suisiseydura

B pue Sutyoea) suresSoid asn-01-uny jo ayms rejndod Ajesuswiwi uy WL#.@_\/_ w@@gml_l

@ *fouarmd ysnug noqe [e way yoea) jeyy sweidoad jusfaoxs

¥ YNOJ WM SUIOD JNOGER WIEI] 0} dUEYD 3} PIIYD IN0K IAID +S1 mwwmﬁ >®CO§

¥ "Sununoo pue Surprads ‘preoqAay oy 01 pIYd oL dNponUT [{iM |

i owﬁqma Jadns sy “s1oindwod 03 uonsnponut 1saq ay) A[qeqoij ° %VA_OOQ ol 3._.0 _n_

ﬁv’ RNy 1 R 4_.

D

j4oindwi0d 41311 EE\ 210U UADI]
uaup1yd djay o1 a)gonIpaul 2.0 SADJIIA0 paDOGL3Y]

F..TT_ i __rﬂly TLJ “Kauow ynm sdiis 0y 138 uapjyo
. SD e djay 0) Su103 SUIMOYS U0 UMD §,243Y)
_ __2._::2:5:5 pup $i2133] 2sDI-19MO] 24DY D K3Y)
[Py a— —8B —  ‘suoyop2) £q paisanbas sy synpop iof
paudisap papoqkay o asn 0] pad.of aq 13810} ou pasu pjys anoj
‘£1ps$203u SD paowat puo panf

A&promb 2q upd puv pipoqhay ppwiou anofk oy yooyv Kduas
Lay ] 'sApj1aao fo salias FNOINN D paudisap soy uonuponpy
W, 2du] ‘pipoqkay pauSisap-asodind v uamdwiod YNOA
2418 0] ‘0§ "aiDMifos oUOLIDINPI  ynm Isn
- THaTole S 40f [papt wof apf 1nq *s151d4s 10f curf a1 Lay |
([1yiBls[alp uS_J i8UISNju0d SPIT0q43y J9Indwod
Jo sy Jended oyy puy Apuonbary uwaippyd Sunojx

\ZQ;SLZQU QETQ@QN& HYOW ON

SN E R TR Y N ) S T D R A A  Neeh WA

SRR LA

S6°C1F fuo

vy

gt

ir

3
Sy
M.n.

M8 US:T&.? T :.Ii..,..p..o —~ ot Y g 3 Ao

Ea.agom _as u« :ve,_,_. Eommm bt

, .?,s:. R

SR AT TR T TR

E&NNSS Q:SQ NEU sasn IV
L0f sponpo.ad pausisap Ajjiadx gy

17

1991

R

: ISSUE 28: DECEMBE:

CPC USER



DIY Shugart 5.25" second drive

PART ONE - By PETER NASH

Now there are so many "ex-equipment” and obsolete disc
drives to be seen ut the numerocus Radio, Electronic and
Computing Fairs held these days, the following notes may
be helpful to anyone brave enough to risk their m.ney on
one of these desirable boxes of electro-mechanical
magic.

The unit described below was one of three bought for
£10.00 in 1989 (two for 'spares’ just in case!). Made in
the USA by SHUGART about ten to twelve years ago - a
company famous for creating the "industry stondard” for
disc drives - there was a good chance one of the three
could be made to work. Belng so old In computer terms,
the PCB interface contalned malnly standard resistors,
capacitors, IC’s and only one ’custom’ chip, so fault
finding and repalr would be a reascnable possibllity Iif
necessary. Some bench testing proved that two worked
without fault. None of the heads showed any signs of
wear and the two used have never produced any read or
write errors. Modern ex-equipment disc drives may have
a more exciting perforrnance and bigger capacity but the
Interfaces will use surface mounied components, two or
three custom chips and ore almost Impossible to repalr
without specialist test equipment ond access to the
manufacturer’s servicing data and spares.

NOTES ON MODIFYING A SHUGART 405R 5.25"
DISC DRIVE FOR USE WITH A CPCé6128

The SHUGART 405R is filted wilt a single R/W head and

can only access one side of the standard DS/DD 5.25"
floppy. With slight modificalion und a separate power
supply (Sv+ 500mA & 12v+ 700mA DC stobilised), It makes
an excellent second drive.

* PREPARATION *

- - - WARNING - - - WARNING - - - WARNING - - -

DO NOT TOUCH ANY OF THE SCREWS OR NUTS
WHICH ARE SEALED. SOME OF THESE SET THE
MECHANICAL POSITIONING OF THE HEAD AND
SHOULD BE LEFT WELL ALONE!!

Unplug connectors from controller board, unscrew the
two retalning screws (one each side of panel - don’t
lose washers) and remove board from chassis. The thin
PC board acting as a shield over head assembly must also
be removed (two metal screws, one plustic screw) to gain
access to the disc compartment. {f a disc is now loaded,
you will see how the metal pillar which acts as a stop
locates it correctly under the R/W head when fully
inserted. For the CPC&128 DOS to operate correcily with
this particular drive unit, pin 34 of the edge connector
must be switched to the contreller board ’ground’ when a
disc Is loaded. An casy solulion to the problem is to

{It @ microswitch 1o the chassis which makes the desired
connection when a disc Is loaded.

* METHOD *

A brass bracket, dimensioned to suit the microswitch
selected, should be made with a slot cut in the foot to
allow for final adjustment of position when fitted. The
vertical height of switch when bracket is in place
should be sufficient to allow operating lever to extend
not more than 3/16" (5mm) above edge of floppy. In case
the manufacturer made alterations during different
production runs to the casting which carries the R/W
head, verify there Is adequate clearance between the top
of lever and underside of casting when In ’closed’
position. Locate by experiment the optimum position for
the bracket (see diagram) and mark drilling point
(remember to allow for adjustment by the slot in foot of
bracket).

Considerable care should be exercised when drilling the

chassis to avoid fragments of metal finding their way
Into the mechanical system. If possible, use a vacuum
cleaner to extract the swarf DURING the drilling
operation.

Screw microswitch to bracket and solder light gauge
flexible leads to the N/O contocts. Position bracket in

“chassis so that the microswitch contacts are closed when

disc is fully inserted. Route twisted pair neally
towords edge connector taking care not to impede the
movement of the R/W head casting. Replace screen and
controller board. Using a minioture soldering iron,
connect one lead to pin 34 connection (remember
connector has to be pushed on - SOLDER LEAD TO CORRECT
END OF CONNECTION!) and the other to junction indicated
on diagram. Refit connectors and using a floppy, check
pin 34 and junction show S/C when disc is Inserted and
0/C when removed. Make sure configuration links are
correctly positioned as indicated on diagram.

A cable will be required to connect the drive interface

to the CPC6128 second drive port, and another to connect
PSU to power socket on interface. See diagram for
detalls of plugs, sockets, bracket dimensions and other
information.

* TESTING *

Apply power to disc drive before switching on CPC.
When CPC Is switched on, LED on front panel of 405R will
light and drive motor should start running at reduced
speed and will continue to do so until computer is
switched off (this is probably ’normal’ and designed to
reduce access time but if a fault condition, has no
effect upon the performance of drive). If nothing
happens, check there is 12v and Sv present at power
connector and that removing the various plugs has not
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detoched a flead. !f no loose wires can be found,
disconnect drive from power supply and computer. Using a
digital test meter on a low ohms range (not the lowest!)
in preference to a mullimeter which might apply o
damaging potential to the microchips, check each lead
for continuity (where lead terminates In a plug, check
actual pin or socket), examine all resistors for signs
of overheating (usually discolouration) or dramatic
chonge In ohmile volue. You will have to do some clrcult
tracing to avoid being mislead by other components in
parallel such as diodes, faulty copacitors or other
resistors. If you are unable to find @ dud component or
broken lead and are not really famillar with electronic
servicing, this is probably the point at which you
sfould give up and hope for better luck next lime!

However, if the drive kicks into life, TABLE ONE shows
the response in each case resulling from varlous
operating conditions aond keyboard input.

If the resulls of your tests are similar to those
listed, you should be oble to use DISCKIT3 ond format a
floppy In your new drive and read/write to it as If you
were using a FD1 3" unit. Using "[B" and "CAT" should
show you have 178K free. Only one side of each DS/DD
floppy can be used unless you are prepared to undertake
major surgery on the sleeve. To use both sides, It is
necessary to duplicate the index aperture and R/W notch
on the other edge of sleeve. Although It is not

difficult to remove the magnetic disc from sleeve, the
surface can be easily damaged ond returning it to the
sleeve after the hole and notch have been cut is not as
easy as getting it out! Since good quality "double
sided double density" 5.25" flopples can be bought at
the ten rate mai! order for less than SOp each (VAT and
postage pald - see advertisements in any of the PC
magazines), two cost a lot less than one Amstrad 3"
disc.

These notes only refer to the SHUGART 40SR disc drive

and controller which was first in use before 1983. It
is possible that some of the SHUGART SA series (SA400 -
40 track/48TPl: SA440 - 80 track/96TPl: SA4SS - half
height/40 track /48TPl) which were in use after 1982 may
also be suitable. The PCB controller panel fitted in
these models appears to be similar in construction to
the one fitted In the 405R. When selecting a unit, it
should be remembered that o single head drive will work
0san AMSTRADFD1under AMSDOS, CPM2.2or CPM+, Adrive
which formats to 360K or more will require additional
DOS softwore 1o make use of the increased capacity.

CUSTOM CHIP - An IC designed for a particular piece of
equipment and generally only available from the
manufacturer of the equipment.

S§/C - Short circuit

0/C - Open circuit

PSU - Power supply unit

OPERATING DISC DRIVE DISC KEYBOARD RESPONSE
SYSTEM POWER SUPPLY LOADED INPUT
AMSDOS OFF NO B DRIVE B: DISC MISSING
AMSDOS OFF YES |B DRIVE B: DISC MISSING
AMSDOS ON NO IB DRIVE -B: DISC MISSING
AMSDOS ON YES READY

* LOAD CP/M+ (DRIVE A:) FOR ALL FOLLOWING TESTS *
.CP/M+ OFF NO |CPM DRIVE A: DISC MISSING
CP/M+ OrF YES | CPM Failed To Load Boot Sector
CP/M+ ON NO |CPM v1.0 61k TPA 1 disc drive
CP/M+ ON YES |]CPM vi.0 61k TPA 2 disc drives
FOR SALE: FOR SALE:

61728 Advonced Art Studio, Mouse, Mouse interface &
mousemat. All are “os new" and have hardly been used.
All of these would cost you £50 new (More! - ED), but |
am willing to port with them for €25 including postal
charges.

Write to: Graharn Porter, Eliol Ward, Ashworth Hospital
(N), Moghull, Liverpool, L31 1HW

FOR SALE:

CPM Protext on 3" disc with monual. For PCW and 6128.
With dictionaries, mail-merge, spell checking, utilities
(onagrams & findword), etc. £20 plus P+P.

Contact: David Mitchell on (0255) 430485. Clacton area.

Qualitas Plus (printer ’print’ enhancer); Cherry Paint
(drawing package); Easi-draw (drawing package); Cyrus 2
Chess (chess package);Evening Stor (steam loco
simulation); Pendown (word processor); Renagade,
Barbarion, Karate, Super Sprint, Rampage {games).

Al are original discs (plus packaging), for £4 each
including P-+P.

8-bit printer port (KDS), unused, for £8.
Or all for £35!

Contact: Ernest Freestone on (0243) 52841
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¢ XMAS COMPO * v XMAS COMPQO ¢ % XIMAS

COTTAGE COMPUTER & SOFTWARES’
CHRISTMAS ESO GIVEAWAY!!!

While chatting to the guys at CCS, | asked them if they had any stuff (old stock, etc) thot
we could give away in a Christmas CPC User competition.

"No", they said, "we're not going to give you any of our stock. But we will", they added,
"give you a prize of £50 of software, to be chosen by the winners!".

What more can | saoy!?! —— The €50 prize is split into two.
1st prize - £30 of softwore.

2nd prize - €20 of software.

All you have to do is to answer a
simple (1?!) question:-

Who is sponcering this Christmas
competition?

Answers to me (the ED) to reach me
no loter than the 31st of December
(so post early!). Remember that
the choice of software is up to
you.

There is also a second competition
with some small goodies being
given away. The question to this
is:-

Name one of the people who run
Cottage Computer & Software.

Have fun! @

PROTEXT & PROTYPE WINNERS

Here are the winners of the Protext and Protype competitions in the last Issue: Hozel
Matthews wins the Amsdos Protext on Disc, and the Protype has been won by Rob Mundin.

| am pleased to say | received lots of entries, more for the Protext than Protype, so perhaps
my review scared the rest of you offl The standord of the entries was very high too, ranging
from need to areed, and so touched was | by Wal Savin’s letter that | have sent him a new,
clean pair cof underpants as a consolation prize. Well, he did say it was what he really
wanted!

The prizes were donated by Arnor of Peterborough and thanks are due to them.

20 CPC USER: ISSUE 28: DECEMBER 1991



Adventure Chronicle
WITH DEBBIE HOWARD

My husband is under the lllusion that If a load of adventurers got together for a whole
weekend, ond said what they had to say, then there would be no reason to use the phone so
often (and for so long). Of course he couldn’t be more wrong. New friends are made, and the
bonds with old friends are strengthened. Just In case you are not aware of what | am talking
about, the second Adventure Probe convention took place in Birmingham on October 26th. Never
has a hotel seen such mad people! Over 150 people ottended on the day, although loads of
people stayed overnight, and some even stayed Friday through to Sunday. | was one of these
people, under the false illusion that | would be nice and refreshed for the long day ahead of
me, as | didn’t take into account that everything started as soon as you got there. If like
me, you feel that such dedication to adventurers made you a bit of oddball, then Birmingham
was the place for you. It was lovely to hear that other partners suffered as much as mine
did. There was even an ugly rumour that somebody was looking for a joystick! There were
quizzical looks over the. table, and some adventurer had to have explained to them what a
joystick looked like. All in all a great time was had by all. The hotel was pleased by the
behaviour of everybody, and we have been asked to come back again next year. Well, by now you
would have probably saw in the national computer magazines who won what award, but just in
case you didn’t there are a few that you might like to know about.

‘Best PD’' (covering 8 & 16 bit machines): 1st - Spectrum PD (run by Tim Kemp); 2nd -
Adventure PD (run by me); 3rd - Syntax (run by Sue Medley) which is for the Atari/Amiga.

The 'Most Helpful Adventurer’ was won by Barbara Gibb, followed by Walter Pooley and Joan
Pancott.

'Best 8 Bit Text Only Adventure’: 1st - The Axe Of The Kolt (by Larry Horsfield); 2nd - Spiro
Legacy (by Ken Bond); 3rd The Golden Sword (Spectrum).

In my opinion one of the best awards went to Joan Pancott for her award as the
"BestHonourable Member Of Adventure Probe", for which Joan gets a free life subscription to
Adventure Probe. One of the reasons that she was awarded this prize was because Joan has
answered over 8000 phone calls from people asking for help in adventures.

It is 0 shame that | have to bring you some bad news, but unfortunately there is something
that has to be brought to your attention. Re-creation Recreation run by Mark Eltringham has
folded up. Because of legal reasons | can’t tell you exactly what has been going on, but my
advice is to refrain from sending Mark any orders, until such time that he sorts himself out.
The most unfortunate thing about it, is that when something like this happens it reflects
badly on other small distributors that are doing such a good job. The actual adventures Mark
was selling have not been lost forever, a new company is in the process in taking over the
copyright to all the adventures. They have even got the un-bugged version of "Book of The
Dead". | will bring you more news about it when they are up and running.

The first issue of Red Herring has been released, and what a little cracker it is. Packed
full with maps, tips, solutions and the latest news on the adventuring gropevine. | was very
impressed with the quality of the print and {he general appearance. In this issue there were
78 pages in AS format (that's halve the cize of this magozine), a definite must to odd to
your collection. Each issue costs £2.95 ond is printed bi-monthly. In the second issue there
is a special offer of a free book if you subscribe. So if you are interested get your cheque
book out and make it payable to Marion Taylor, 504 Ben Jonson llouse, Barbican, London, EC2Y
80DL.

EDITORS’ NOTE: Remember - if you get stuck for adventures, Debbie runs her own adventure
Public Domain library (called Adventure PD if you hadn’t guessed). Debbies’ address is in the
inside front cover, so send her a Maxell or Amsoft (only) blank disc in a padded envelope
(with return postage) to get a list of adventures, or a stamped-self-addressed-envelope for
details about tape software. @
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FRENCH TEST - By GMF Programs

Reviewed by WAL SAVIN

FRENCH TEST Is a teaching and learning ald up to GCSE
standard In (would you belleve It) French.

On loading the program, my first impression was "Hmm,
seems quite good". As | looked further into it (and used
it) 1 began to absorb Just what it contained. | soon
became very Impressed, and with a little use reallsed
Just how comprehensive it is.

First there Is a menu. | selected toplc test, and
looking Into It was most surprised. There were nearly
six full screens of toplics to choose from. Looking down
them all, | counted a total of 82 topics with over 2500
words. Some topics are baslc and higher level. Some are
topics and phrases. The range seemed endless.

I will list just o few to whet your appetite. These
include: Personal Identification; Human body; Clothes;
House and home; Rooms in the house; Garden flowers and
trees; School; Sport; Jobs; Countries; Letters; Animals;
Food; Birds; Travel; Meeting people; Farm; Shopping;
Bank; Hotel phrases; Music; Holidays; Freetime; Radlo &
TV; Weather; Camping.

Plus all the others that go to make up the 82 toplcs,
but it doesn’t stop there. You can also merge topics,
such as Hotel phrases & Sport & Animals.

It puts 20 tests on the screen. When the 20 tests are
completed (if any were not answered correctly), It
returns to the incorrect ones for another try. There Is
also a load facility so you can type your own entries,
or your childrens homework, and then save it onto disc
for revision later on.

There are other options too. On all of the topics you
con either opt for o quick or full test. The test
displayed is also in two sections, basic or higher. The
higher words ure inverted. Also, you must be
grammatically correct using accents, or you will be
marked wrong. This a good aspect, because It Is
essential to be accurate with GCSE for marks.

GMF are so confldent about FRENCH TEST that If g pass
is not attained they will refund your money. It can’t be
bad when a company is that sure about its product.

FRENCH TEST was compiled with the assistance of fully
qualified teachers, and Is intended to be used by anyone
no matter what stage they are at. | can vouch for that,
as my french was so bad that | thought "oul® was o
necessity when | got back from the pub (you may have
gathered from previous reviews that the words "Wal" &
"pub” are closely related - ED). After using FRENCH TEST
it has Improved somewhat. It does not give French
lessons, but it does deal with the very important
vocabulary. It conforms with four out of the five GCSE
examining groups. As well as all this you can either opt
for English to French, or French to English. There Is a

lot more In the program, and | feel | could go on
writing about it so you will be able to understand how
comprehensive it Is.

On the other side of the disc there is another program

called La Guillotine, a sort of french version of
hangman. On running this there are three options: 1 Is
topic tests; 2 dictionary test; 3 own entries. On
selection it asks if you want ALL/BASIC or HIGHER. Again
you can either have French to English or visa versa.
Make a selection and the selected data loads giving you
a word to translate. A wrong letter and a part of the
guillotine appears. Tooc many wrong ones and off comes
your head. Get it right and the reward Is the tune Le
Marsiellaise and the words "tresbien". There is just one
little quirk in LA GUILLOTINE. Once a word had been
transloted, it disappeared a little too quickly for me
to study the translation.

I felt It would Improve FRENCH TEST if | could have
pressed a key to load the next test, allowing me time to
study my translation due to me being somewhat of @
novice. GMF class French Test as one program. | thought
it as being two, French Test as one and La Guillotine as
another, but both being interlinked.

I have a fifteen year old son who is in the top set at
school in French, so who better to comment on it than
the set it was oimed at. His oplnion was...’a very good
program that will be very useful for his GCSE work. It
covers just the things he is expected to do in his
school work’.

What he has sald probably carries more weight than what
I have written. | also have a daughter who has started
doing French. | om sure she will be using it as she
progresses. Overall FRENCH TEST and LA GUILLOTINE are
two very good progrars from GMF. If they do any other
programs, then | would certainly like to know about
them.

So if you have any young, aspiring, would-be-
interpreters and you are interested in FRENCH TEST, then
the disc costs £14.95. GMF Programs are kindly giving
10% off for UAUG members (value for money there).

Just send off a cheque payable to GMF PROGRAMS (stating
your membership number) to:

GMF PROGRAMS

21 NORTHWICK PARK ROAD
HARROW

MIDDLESEX HA1 2NY

(081) 8461 28N

Or order by phone (including evenings and weekends).
ACCESS and VISA accepted. @

22 CPC USER: ISSUE 28:

DECEMBER 1991



RE-INK SPRAY

Save up 10 90% on what you currently spend on new printer ribbons.  Simji

spray Re-Ink on your old fabric ribbon to give a clearer, blacker print with

blotches or patchy ink. Re-Ink, which is suitable for all fabric 1ibbons, cn
extend the life of your piinter with its special Iubricant oils, and you will ¢ i
doing your part 1o cut down on the millions of ribbons being thrown away cac:
year. Put an end 1o cavironmental wasie with this cost cffective and simple
use spray.

PRO I’U NT

Re-lok Spray  £12.95 Code 6012 O

KEYBOARD DUSTCOVER FOR CP’C 464/664

£3.95 Code 6037 O
GREEN MONITOR DUSTCOVER FOR CPC
£3.95 Code 6093 O

ROLLING RULER
It's amazing, it’s radical, it's the rolling ruler. Its innovative design gives you :
the ability to draw vertical and horizontal parallct lines, angles, circles, mus:c :
staves and graphs. Idcal for home, the office, school or the design workshoj.. i
Available in two sizes, 30 cm (12 in) and 22 cin (8 in). You get both for 3 i

amazing £5.95. b

Set of two rolling rulers £5.95 Cade 6010 O

CHHARTBUSTERS PSYCHO PIGS
20 Classic games for the CPC including Ghostbusters, FA Cup Football, Ninja i

Master, Dan Dare, Formula 1 Simulator, Ricochet and Iarvey Headbanger.

Chartbusters Cassctte  £4.95  Code 6004 O

PENSET OFFER 9
Described as "probably the toughest st of pens in the world”, the three puil to7
pens in their presentation case consist of one cartridge pen, onc ballpoint pen.
aad one finc liner. Made o the highest standards of workuauship an compice «
with a lifctime guarantec, they are not only robust, but arc of classic appearance.
suitable for all occasions from the home to tic boardroom, for creating '
school essay to the best sclling novel. Retiling at £37.85, they arc available
only £14.95 for onc set or an unbelicvable £20 for two scts.

Matt Black Pensct £14.95 Code 6005 O
Satin Chrome Pensct £14.95 Codc 6006 O
One Llack and onc chrome sct £20.00 Code 6007 O

' _Database Direct, “mrnposm
"‘_E‘lle smere . Port, ‘South erral LGS 3E

(No.ptamp: uaaded J.f poe.ted in UK) =~

i producks derpaLched w:.thiu i
i onpect

ponttiforget  tolgive -your hamo,; wddvesd: an
'u:d dutail.a along vurh t)m :.Lc'-:s you reqiuiz
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UAUG SPOTLIGHT!!

Name: JOHN PACKHAM

UAUG Posltlon: EXECUTIVE SOFTWARE EDITOR

After reading Gordon’s little article about himself, |
thought It was about time to Introduce myself, so here

| am 33 years old, with a degrees in Physics, Chemistry

and Maths...(well, one can dream can’t one?). Actually,
I’m a Royal Mail driver/postman, which is why | haven’t
got the time to be Executive Editor of CPC USER any
more. | joined the Royal Mail, thinking that | would
have some spare time on my hands to do the things |
wanted to do, but unfortunately things never turn out
the woy you want them do they?

My interest in computers started when my ex brother-
in-law introduced me to his Commodore VIC-20 back in
1980/81. | was so impressed | bought the company...well
alright then, | bought one VIC. Just think, you could do
an awful lot then with just 3K of memory. Ahhh those
were the days...

| then progressed to the litlle rubber-keyed 48K
Spectrum (If you can call it progressing!!). Now what
happened to that?...0h yes | remember, someone sat on
ith

I’'ve had my CPC now for about 4 or S years and in that
time have come to appreciate programming, rather than
just using it to play games etc. In fact I’ve written 3
adventure gomes to date (available from WOW
Software...just a quick plug Steve!), an art pockage
called ART THE EASY WAY for any CPC with 128K of memory

(another plug Steve), WINEMAKING THE EASY WAY for
budding boozers, (yet another plug Steve) and MULTI-
CODE, a utility for budding programmers available
through SD MICROSYSTEMS....that’s the last plug honest.
With all these plugs, | should open my own electrical
shop.... !

My first article for CPC USER was a review of
Afterburner, following which was a nice little letter
from our Chairman asking me if | would like to becom:
Games Software Editor. When my feet touched the ground
again | accepted. Then John Stanford had to resign as
Executive Editor, and before | knew what hit me, there |
was doing that too. Never having attempted anything like
it before, | was a bit unsure, but as it turned out |
enjoyed every minute of it, and probably still would if
| had the time, but now Steve is in charge, and a darn
good job. he’s doing too (modest blush - ED). Of course
it's a lot eusier when he receives plenty of articles
from members, so come on boys and girls, give him the
help he needs....

I'm now back as Software Editor....ANY software....s0
my job now is to report and review on all sorts, whether
it is bought from shops or whether it's been written by
yourselves. So if you have any, then send it to me for a
complete review.

Anyway, this litlle bit has grown into a BIG bit, so
’ll have to say goodbye for now, and see you soon. Ta!
Tal. @

FOR SALE:
ACU from Jan 1987 to Nov 1990. CPC (CPC User? - ED) from

Jan 1987 to Dec 1988. AA from Jon 1987 to Dec 1990.

107 magozines in pristine condition fro the sum of
£26.75 (ie 25p each). P+P extra.

Contact: Ernest Freestone on (0243) 528471

WANTED:

Colour moniter for CPC 444, second hand or new.

Contact: Richard Eldridge, 16 Polwell Lane, Kettering,
NN15 6UA. Tel: (0534) 83138

FOR SALE:

Various games on disc and tope. Send an SSAE for list.

Contact: Steve Hayward (details inside front cover).

BEGINNERS BASIC

Mick Bakers’ ‘’teach-yourself-Basic’ book s  still
avoilable. Highly acclaimed,” it seems to be the ideal
introduction for people learning Basic. (Advert placed
by the ED).

Price to UAUG members is £10.50, a saving of £2 on the
normal price.

Avoilable from: C Baker, 68 Northfields, Clowne,
Chesterfield, S43 4BA

Or send an SSAE for more details (size §" X 4").

FOR SALE:
Art The Easy Way - art package for the 6128, 664 (with

b4k rampack), & 464 (with rompeck). Price is £8.95 on
disc, & £5.95 on tape.

Winemaking The Easy Way - for all CPC’s. Price £7.95 on
disc, & E4.95 on tape.

Contact: John Packham (details inside front cover)
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FP.0. Box 34 Chure vStreet. Romsey ;Ilmilpsluri‘- S WE

ESTABILISHED 1989

OUR BUSINESS WAS BUILT
ON OUR REPUTATION

| Dear Reader |
Cottage Computers and Software is an expanding company and is amongst the g
leading software and hardware mail order retailers in the country, offering a
sophisticated selection of customer care services. With the flexibility of our
services used across the board many businesses and families are now enjoying
their computers and software to the full, in the safe knowledge that if requested
we will support and advise them on all computer merchandise when ever

P T R R U SR I T T ]

possible. You will be pleasantly surprised just how helpful we can be.

e Spadall compatition fn this
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P U S o e

fesne o CRC USER {5 sponsored byz
Cattage Compoters aid Saiware See COMPETIITEON page for Bl duils

CCS TOP 10 CHART. e ouremice B Colt)tggg ngn hutemx]'sszmd ggftxva're
- .0. Box u treet Romsey
3D Construction Kit T £24.99 £19.49.§ Hampshire SO51 8YW England UK.
3D Construction Kit D £24.99 £19.49. . :
Chips Challenge T £1123 £876 1 P U503 740342
Chips Challenge D £16.34 £I2.75. Facsimile
Alien Storm T £11.99 £ 9.35. 0703 740818
Alien Storm D £16.99 £13.25. Coitact g iow 168
Movie Premier Comp T £1499  £11.69. * FREE *
Movie Premier Comp D £19.99 £15.99. CONSULTATION AND ADVICE
Robozone T £10.99 £ 857.
Robozone D £15.99 £12.47. Credit Card
Power Up T £16.34 £I12.75. Bl Facilifies Available. [F]
Power Up D £20.42 £15.93.
Full Range of
Prince of Persia T £1021 £ 7.96. ; T Busi
Prince of Persia D £1532 £11.95 | | ety e o usiness
Switchblade T £10.99 £ 8.57. PC Compatibles Amiga Atari
Switchblade ‘D £15.99 £12.47. SeedtrmArg GELs
Winning Team T £15.32 £11.95. Diges Leads Mice Joystidks Periphersal
Winning Team D 2042 £1593. | | Proneis Uk, Sonrced. No Grey Inports,
Virtual Worlds T £14.99 £11.69. CALL FORFULL DETAILS 0703 740342
Virtual Worlds D £19.9 £I5.59. COMPUTER BROCHURE ?g\ v
FULL RANGE OF GAMES AND BUSINESS SOFTWARE CATALOGUE «&gﬁ%
SOFTWARE AVAILABLE NOW AVAILABLE NOW Al
34p stamp appreciated C, §0 g
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Choosing A Second Drive

By Mick Baker

In this article | am going to try and explain some of tHe various features that accompany
the fitting ond using of a second drive to your CPC. My comments only apply to the 464 if you
already have a DD1 disc drive fitted. Personally, | consider a disc drive is a must today. |
remember impatiently sitting ond waiting for my old Spectrum 48k tape drive to load - never
again. | waited until | could afford o 6128 - the best computer on the market (this
definitely does not opply to the new Plus model).

CHOICE

You have the choice of another 3" drive (FO1 - similor
to the one fitted to your 6128), a 3.5" or 5.25". As the
lolter two are very similor with regards to their
functioning and operation, any of the following comments
referring to a "larger drive" applies to both of them.
The drive supplied on the 6128 is known as Drive A and
the second drive as Drive B.

FD1

This is the "official" Amstrad second drive and uses 3"
discs. 4464 owners would need to have a DD1 already
fitted to use this one.

Your computer will recognise this drive when you boot
up CP/M and display it on the screen. You can forrmat it
just the same as you would your internal disc drive.
This is because it uses exactly the same format, i.e. 40
tracks and 178K capacity. Again, when you use DISCKIT3
to copy, format or verify, it will prompt you for which
drive you wish to use. In other words, very few (if any)
problems.

When not using CP/M, whenever you want the computer to
CAT, LOAD or SAVE (etc) to Drive B, all you have to do
is type: |B [RETURN].

LARGER DRIVES

Fiting a larger drive is just as easy. It fits into
{he same socket on the 6128 (see below for the 464 aond
DD1). These drives hove their own power supply. This is
where the similority ends, or at least it does if you
want to take advantoge of the lorger copacily. If you
don’t, why the hell did you buy it?

First, about these larger drives. Don’t buy one that
does not use double-sided discs with 80 tracks possible
formatting.

Let’s take it step by step, storting with just fitting
the second drive.

Q.Where does the second drive fit?

A.On a 4128 and 664 it fits in the socket on the
computer marked "DISC DRIVE 2". On the 464 it will fit
onto the black 34-way socket on the cable between the
computer and the DD1 drive.

Q.Are there any basic precautions | should take?

A.Yes. First make sure that the second drive is swilched
on before switching the computer on. Secondly, ensure
that o disc is fitled before accessing the second
drive and thirdly, try to keep the drive out of direct
sunlight, which could affect the laser.

Q.What happens if you try to formot the larger disc

using DISCKIT3 as you would when using an FD17

A.Nothing much - it just formats the diec with 40 tracks
and 178K. In fact, you could go on using it as a 3" if
you wished.

Q.But thot’s stupid. | wont to use its full copacity. So
what do | do?

A.Get yourself a program such as RAMDOS (preferably the
KDS version) which is on disc. This is necessary 1o
format the larger disc differently so that it has 80
tracks. Your supplier of the drive should have pointed
this out. The file to foad is "FORMATS".

With this file you can check the format of each of

the two discs, change the formal, catalogue disc, copy

disc, customise RAMDOS ete.

RAMDOS is not only used for the above but also lo
enable your computer to recognise 80 track discs.
Q.Are these larger discs all formatted the sarne with 80

tracks etc.

A.No. With these discs you have a choice of o
combination of maximum number of directory entries,
storage capacily and single or double sided.

With RAMDOS you have a choice of formats (see table

at end).

Other formats are possible but | don’t wish to include
these as they would only be misleading. There is also a
lot of added technical data such as logical versus
physical tracks, parameter blocks (ete) that would only
interest advanced users. They are explained in the
manual.
The discs canbe formoatted as DATA, SYSTEM, PCW, BUFFER
(used for copying a larger disc by creating o temporary
storage disc) or other formats.

Generally speaking, formats D10, 20, 40 and 80 hold
more dota because they use 10 sectors per track instead
of the usual 9. Again, being able to have more directory
entries takes up a litlle memory and reduces the storage
capacity. KDS recommend that you slick to one format,
preferably D1, which is compatible wilth most software. |
would endorse this odvice, particularly for beginners.

CP/MMODIFICATIONFORLARGERDRIVES

As you are no doubt aware, there are many "transient”
files used by CP/M, i.e. files that are loaded, used and
then discarded. Examples are when you type DISCKIT, PIP
etc.

What you may not be aware of is that some of these
files will NOT recognise 80 tracks drives. This is
because they were (a) written for Drive A only or (b)
because they expect Drive B to be exaclly the same as
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Drive A (i.c. 40 {racks).

Whether you cre using CP/11 2.2 or CP/M PLUS, you con
modily your system dis¢c and save it o a new disc which
will then allow you to use most of these tronslent
files. Users of such prograrns as PROTEXT CP/M will find
this is absolutely essential.

The manual supplied with RAMDOS should delail the steps
necessary to modify CP/M and these musl be irnplemented
exactly as given. To try using £0 track formolled discs
with normol CP/M inevitabiy results in error reports
being displayed.

ROMDOS

» ROMDOS is fitled 1o o rombox or romboerd and is instant
'oading bul one thing should be clearly undersload, ie.
although ROMDOS will enable your comspuler to recognise
80 tracks discs, It will not ollow you to fermal them -
you still require RAMDOS for (his task.

PERSONAL NOTES

| have only used a Siren 3.5" second diive on my 4173
(who the heck would want another one?) and, apart froni a
dicey QU/QEE switeh thal could be ecsily be regluced if
| hod the whim (I Just never switch it off at the drive
- only at the mains), it has given me lwo yeors very
good service.

At first, | got all sorls of error reports ond cussed
the darned thing. This wus enlirely due to the foct that
| had heen previously been using the trouble-free FD1
but needed larger slerage capacity and vias loo onxious
to get the new drive Into action.
| then read and re-read the manuals for the drive ond
RAMDOS, modificd rmy CP/M to their instructions and then
found most of my problems disappeared.

Since then, | have transferred loads of progrums to my
larger drive, overcome any shags due to the progrom
itself, such as changing any program (hal stoted Drive A
1o read Drive B, and now use themn everyday. | weuld not

“He without ane.

| should also point out that ere some programs that
would be very difficull, or ot least require u knewledge
of machine-code, to chaenge them to be suitable for use
with the larger drive.

My original reason for buyiny a larger drive and ROMDOS
was thot | alreudy had a 6-RCM ROWBOX with PROTEXT on
ROM installed, which supporte massive fext fies up lo
40K, and which | use alinast every day. You don'Uhove 1o
be o mathematicion to work out thet | could oniy save 4

such files on a 3" disc wilh 170K cupacity, and | was
fed up changing discs. Now, using D1 format, | can get
up to 18 files on one disc.

If any of you bought my book "BETTER BASIC" (£10.50 to
members - blatent plug that!), then you may be
interested to know that the whole script, 130+ A4 poges
of it, und all graphics was stored on one 3.5"disc with
room lo spore.

The price of 3.5" second drives have reduced
considerably since | bought mine, cnd | consider thern
one of the next best buys after u printer.

CLASSIFICATION

I you see any lileralure staling o disc or drive as
being DSOD, this raeans double sided and double density.
Again, where the drive outornalically reads either side
of the disc, then it is somelitnes referred to os "flip-
side". There ure some disc drives thal have o switch to
read from one side or the other. | don’t know anything
aboul sush drives ond cannol help you.

DI5CS

35" and §.25" are both floppy discs (¢s your normal
3") but there is quite a difference in the method used
te enclose thern. The 3.5" is similer to 3", enclesed in
o rigid pluslic- case which gives very good proteclion
from darnage. The write prolect device is buill into the
cose and can be easily moved to the open or protect
posilion.

The 5.25" disc is not so well prolected, only being
encased in a sortl of flexiblé cardbourd envelope which
is easily damaged. The write prolect device in this case
is by using a self-adhesive paper tab placed to cover a
culout notch in the case. What o crude idea!

FOOTNOTE: If any of you have a double-sided drive and
RAMDOS but do not have the manual for lhe latter, then !
will send you the instructions so thal you con modify
your CI'/M if you enclose u stomped addressed envelope ot
least 10" x 4". You rnust state whether you are using
CP/M 2:2 or CP/M PLUS.

Il you want the full monual (14 paoges) then it will
cast you £1 + poslage, which is the price | have to pay
lo phutocopy i Il you wanl o order my book or for
fuil details of il (wus that onother plug? - ED), send
to:

C. Daker 68 Nerthfields, Clowne, Cheslerficld S43 4BA @

Format Double or Tracks Directory Copacity ¥
Singie sides Entries
D1 double 80 12 716
D2 double €0 254 712
D10 double 80 128 796
D20 double 80 256 792
040 double 40 128 396
DGO single 80 128 396
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STRATEGY & SIMULATION

with DAVE HAVARD

HEROGUEST ~ Grremun Graprics

Those of you who are religious followers of Laser Squad
and Lords Of Chaos, will doubtless be wondering what to
make of the latest “Role Playing" issue from Gremlin
Graphics.

Once loaded you are presented with a short menu
allowing: cholce of keys or joystick; renaming one or
more of the four characters; visiting Ye Olde Shoppe;
selecting a scenario (FOURTEEN are supplied!); loading
in more scenarfos (when and If available); and playing
the game. -

Two of the four characlers are able to use spells. You
choose one set of three for the EIf, and the other
nine for the Wizard. The Dwarf begins with a toolkit for
removing traps when found, and the Barbarlan has the
muscle.

Selecting "Play Game" puls your team straight into the
first room, though the first scenario "The Maze" sees
them separately placed. The screen shows either ¢
section of corridor, or a room nicely laid out in
squares. The amount of movement allowed is decided by a
dice which resembles a spinning coin. Each characters
turn consisls of selecting one of the following (or
none): Search for secret doors or traps; search for
treasure; cast a spell; or attack. One of these may be
used prior to moving, during moving, or at the end, but
once movement has begun use of any of them will end his
turn.

Patience is the watchword here, as It it wise to stop
and search for traps as soon as a character enters a new
section of corridor. This highlights pit trops ond
secret doors. Searching for treasure usually results in
finding Gold (for spending the Shoppe before the next
scenario), potions (which aren’t carried forward to
other scenarios), o weapon (if in an armoury. Curiously
this is only shown on the map screen), nothing, or o
wandering monster who immediately ottacks. One of the
failings here is that not only do potions not get
carried forward to other scenarios, but there Is no
"give", "drop”, "take" or "swap" optlon. This means that
whoever finds something is stuck with it.

Considering the "treasures" are randomly placed each
time you play, it soon becomes apparent that some
strategy should be employed in deciding who searches
each time. | preferred to {ry ond share things equally,
though | wouldn’t let the Wizard do much as so few
items ore avallable to him in the shop. Also as he
should rarely get Involved In combat he shouldn’t
need potions of Healing, Courage, Strenglh etc.

Each scenario is atmospherically described, and the
rooms are well drawn from a high 3D view similar to
Knight Lore from Ultimate (showing my age a bit there,
eh?).

Encountering the enemy isn’t usually a problem, as you
can always retreat if necessary, though once you
have entered a room you can’t 'save it on the same
turn. Opening a door will reveal the. contents of the
room on a map, so agaln, patiently is the best way to
proceed. The characters can be left on the same
square, so | generally get all four of them together
before entering a room. It Is here that the board game
background shows up when compared to Lords of Chaos and
Laser Squad. It is possible to surround an enemy,
getting up to four attacks (or more with the correct
potion) before he even gets a chance to react. Using
crossbows from the doorway can even dispose of them
before you enter.

Combat is decided by dice rolls, controlled by the
computer. A number of combat dice are rolled, consisting
of shields ond skulls. The number of dice depends upon
the character. Each skull rolled equals a hit for one
body point (hit point for us true D&Ders), unless the
defender rolls a shield to counter it. The screen shows
the result. Most, if not all of the monsters have only
one body point, so there is usually a quick outcome,
though in later scenarios they get more combat dice to
roll.

| have referred to the map a few times here, and this is
a very useful addition for the player. It shows at any
one time where you have been, where you are, and where
any enemies are If they have been, or can be seen.
Attacking is done from the map screen as well, which
comes up as soon as you select the "ottack" icon. Other
jcons are "inventory" (to see who has what, and to
select spells), "search" (for the traps, doors and
treasure), "open door" (without entering a room), and
"next player" to end the current characters turn.

Though | was disappointed at first to discover items
couldn’t be swapped, | soon got used to it, and
developed my own way of limiting this disadvantage. It
s a well loid out program, aond the fourteen scenarios
(some of them linked) ollow for many hours of enjoyable
play. Though it fails to approach the heights of Lords
of Chaos, it is still an enjoyable game and arguably the
best board game conversion ever seen on a computer. |
would particulerly recommend it for children, though
don’t let this put you adulls off. This is one gome you
can complete without pokes! @
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HELP WITH C/PM

By PAT HANNON

On side four of the CP/M discs supplied with the
computer, there is a program called HELP COM. This
litle progrom explains in detail (some of which is
quite complex and confusing) about nearly all of the
CP/M programs on the discs supplied and it is started
off by typing HELP (ENTER).

Help is explained in the program as follows:
Syntax:

Help {topic} {subtopicl - subtopic8} {[NOPAGE|LIST]}

Explanation:

HELP displays a list of topics and provides
summarised information for CP/M Plus commands.

HELP topic displays informalion about the topics. After
HELP displays information for your tlopic, it displays
the special prompt HELP> on your screen, followed
by a list of subtopics.

- Enter ? to display list of main topics

- Enter a period and subtopic name to aoccess subtopics.

- Enter a period to re-display what you just read.

- Press the RETURN key to return to the CP/M Plus
system prompt.
[NOPAGE] option disables the 24 lines per page
console display.

- Press any key to exit o display and -return to the
HELPa prompt.

EXAMPLES:

ADHELP

AMELP DATE
AYHELP>.OPTIONS
HELP>SET

HELP>SET PASSWORD
HELP>.PASSWCRD
HELP.

Confused | was, so | typed HELP 7 (ENTER) and a list
of topics covered was displayed on the screen. How |
wished | could print the file onlo poper. Then |
remembered if you held down CONTROL and at the same
time pressed P this would send what ever was typed on
the keyboard to the printer. So | tried il, and bingo!
But what u waste of paper. That evening | started
prinling out the Help.com file on old sheels of
paper.

The next evening | was as far as PUT.COM and found that

it looked like just what | wanted.

The firstreod of PUT.COM saw me more confused, and more
convinced that it was far better than CTRL P. However,
ofter reading it a few more times | really thought |
understood all of it, and was ready to go at producing
a manual all about CP/M.

Step one was formatting o disc, and getting the files
HELP.COM and PUT.COM onto it. Hopefully this would give
me enough room and | could then load the end file into
my wordprocessor for editing. So, all ready, | typed the
following:

PUT CONSOLE OUTPUT TO FILE CPM.HLP [ECHO]

and pressed ENTER. Nothing happened. So | typed HELP ?,
and pressed ENTER. The disc drive made noises, and again
a list of topics appeared on the screen just like the
previous night. Nothing daunted | carried on and listed
o few more topics. The disc drive seemed to take longer
to stop working as each topic was displayed through to
the end, or was | imagining things. | then quit the help
program doing a CTRL C to make sure that | had got out
everything | could.

A DIR told me that there was another file on disc ond it
was called CPM HLP. | then wanted to see what was in it,
so the next thing was to read it as quick as possible,
ond that was by getting it typed on the screen using
TYPE. So | typed TYPE CPM.HLP and pressed RETURN.

To my surprise and joy there was all the topics that |
had been reading on the screen in a separate file that |
had made and there were control codes in it, but | was
prepared to delete them with my wordprocessor. Now !
knew that all | had to do wos the complete HELP file the
same way! Well a couple of nights later it was oll
finished, so into the wordprocessor with it to set it up
the way | wanted. Now after checking them twice, my CP/M
notes are filed both on a disc ond in an accessible
file. The amount of work was worth it. | found out that
PIP.COM does o lot more than copy from one disc to
another (there are 2 peges on it). As for DIR.COM, well
this covers scme 4 pages of my notes. In total all the
notes cover around 57 pages.

There is the eusy way out, and that is to get o ccpy of
lhese notes from the PO. They have been set up using
Tasword, and do not have any control codes in them.

The programHELP.COMonly cov~rs CP/MPLUS andnotCP/M
2.2 so not all the CP/M programs ore covered. ©
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PD DISC COLUMN

It was a shome that our illustrious editor was unable,
due to lack of space | presurne, to Include the latest
list of the PD disc library in Issue 29.

However, | will once again remind all members that might
be interested. The full librury catalogue is only
available on disc. One side of the disc is in the
PROTEXT word processor format, and the other as a suite
of basic (AMSDOS) programs that anyone can read, and
doesn’t need a W.P. Should you need a print out, then
NSWP will deal with the text files and produce the hard

copy.

Please Note: The library files are constantly updated as
new or amended material is added, thus the LIBINDEX is
normally one or two months ahead of anything you read
about in the CPC USER.

The current restrictions on the number of (branded)
discs you may send for copying remains in force, ie 3
discs per month. This still allows you to request 6 PD
selections. Should you require more, then the option
where you send £3.50 (cheque or Postal Order made
payable to UAUG) for 2 selections is unrestricted, ie
E217 buys you a copy of the complete collection on 62 3"
discs, or E£105 gets you it on 30 3.5 RAMDOS D20
formatted discs, (laugh).

| am hoppy to report thot the disc library has run
fairly smoothly since | last wrote my piece. One or two
members tried it on by sending me lots of discs to copy,
needless to say they suffered the fate of all who give
me a hard time.

A couple of issues ago, | mentioned that | was prepared
o ofter a CPC/PCW/MSDQOS data transfer service. Well, |
am now able to get many original CP/M (NOT AMSDOS)
programs like SC2 and dBASE2 (those two mentioned are
examples and definitely NOT PD) to actually run on a PC.
| have also got hold of the MSDOS version of NSVP
version 3, so anyone who has or uses a PC and would like
to still use their original programs, | may be able to
help. This particular transfer service is not part of
the UAUG library, the short list of low priced charges
for the various options remain as detailed in my column
as printed in Issue 28.

Now, | come to my thank you to everyone who has donated
CPC PD, that has now been added to our library, over the
past two months:

1) Owen Philpott Member 0706 has sent o disc full of
excellent “Amiga’ Graphics converted to run on the CFC.
This two part program originated from PENGUiN PD. These
Mode 2 hi-resolution graphic images con be found on PD
27/2 and PD 27/3. In my opinion, the best results are
achieved by using a green screen monitor.

2) Ray Neal Member 0699 has contributed a good selzction
of AMSDOS and CP/M files, find them on PD 27/4 2nd FD
28/1.

3) Frank Ellis ’Ex’ Member 0211 hos unearthed the
missing file DM3.BIN that should have been with the
'DISC MENAGERIE’ set, find it on PD 12/3

4) Al "The L Plate" Cooper Member 0516 has once more
upgraded his popular printer utilities. | have addec
these new files to PD 22/3. Also on this disc is
AMGRAPH. It is now fully working, the original program
thot was sent to me was unfortunately heavily corrupted.
AMGRAPH as supplied is for use on a 6128/664, shouid you
use it on a 444 alter line 40.

That about concludes my comments for this the December
1991 issue, except to say that as | write this it is the
middle of October ond in a few days time | sheil be off
to Majorca for a week in the sun, so I’ll apologise in
advance for any delays in sending back your reguesis.

Finally, | read in the computer press that AMSTRAD have
updated the PCW range of computers to now include a 3.5"
720K disc drive, thus doing away with both the 3" 18CK
and 720K versions. Will they eventually update the
6128+, | hear you cry? Only time will teil. However, as
a Christmas present to yourself if you haven’t already
made the jump, buy a 3.5" ’B’ drive with the RAMDOS
operating system software (I can’t comment on the MS80
DOS, availoble from MICROSTYLE, as | don’t have a copy
to evaluate).

The reason for my outburst is that | think within a
year, you won’t be able to buy a new 3" disc drive, as
production in Japan stopped ages ago. I’'m sure the only
reason Alan Sugar has changed to using 3.5" drives on
the PCW is that he can’t get sufficient new supplies.
Also, only MAXELL now make the 3" discs, which is a
shame as in my opinion the AMSOFT product was far
superior.

Enough of my ranting, just heed my warning.

Bye for now, Merry Christmas and a Happy Computing New
Year to you all. @

TO ORDER DISC PD SOFTWARE

To get the librory list - send a blank Maxell

or Amsoft disc, in o padded envelope with

enough return postage. Or send o cheque/PO for £3.50 (payable to the UAUG).
To get PD software - send UP TO 3 Maxell or Amsoft discs, in a padded envelope with enough
return postage, stating selections required. Or send cheque/PO for £3.50 (payable to the

UAUG) PER DISC, stating selections required.

REMEMBER TO INCLUDE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER!!

30 CPC USER: ISSUE 28:

DECEMBER 1991



PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PO
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD

PD
PD
PD

PD
FD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PD
PO
PD
PD

PD
PD
PD
PD
PD

1/1.
1/2.
1/3.
1/4.
1/5.
2/1.
202
2/3.
2/A.
2/5.
3/1.
3/2.
3/3.
3/4.
3/5.
4/1.
4/2.
4/3.
4/,
4/5.
5/1.
5/2.

5/3.
5/4.
5/5.

6/1.
&/2.
6/3.
7/1.
7/2.
7/3.
7/4.
TS
8/1.
8/2.
8/3.
8/4.
8/5.
/1.
/2.
/3.
/4.

10/1.
10/2.
10/3.
11/1.
11/2.
11/3.
11/4.
12/1.
12/2.
12/3.
12/4.
12/5.

13/1.
13/2.
13/3.
14/1.
14/2.

CP/M  CPM utilitles including DU, FIND, NSWP, SQUEEZE, UNSQUEEZE etc.

CP/M  Compiler with 32Kb of documentaotion.

CP/M  ZMAC assembler.

CP/M Z80 monitor and assembler.

CP/M SECRETARY Word processor etc.

CP/M  Prestel link and Smart Modem utility

CP/M  Modem utilities

CP/M  Adventure games Calendar..Biorythm etc.

CP/M  Games:- Chess..Golf..Othello..Stones Life etc.

AMSDOS Games etc. Snooker.Blackjack..Horoscope etc.

AMSDOS Games utilities etc.

AMSDOS Comprehensive index for AMSMAGS. Masterflle format.

AMSDOS Like PD 3/2 but ASCIlI format

AMSDOS 2 part Adventure game. BLUE RAIDER

AMSDOS Font designer utilities disc menu etc.

CP/M  FORTH compller. Editor. File Manager etc.

AMSDOS Telephone exchanges in alphabetical order also see *PD 8/4 (beﬂe;-)

ASCll As PD 4/2 cbove but ASCI .

CP/M  Dazzlestar full featured disassembler needs 2 drives.

CP/M  File compress/decompress. To SORT it needs PCSORT.COM! Anydne help?

CP/M  SCRIVNER - Mdail and Dato processor. 113K of documentation.

CP/M Database criginally for food trade but flexible.Text editor + spell checker
for editable dictionary.

CP/M  Standord MBASIC and Compiler.

CP/M Pascal compiler with loads of documentation etc.

CP/M  Small business accounts program. Must have DBASE |i + CREATOR ddtabase
which needs MBASIC (PD 5/3 et al).

AMSDOS Miscelleny of mostly BASIC programs.

AMSDOS &&& UNIX SHELL (Centrox) LATEST VERSION (JUNE 1989)

AMSDOS &&& Comprehensive & LATEST DOCUMENTATION JUNE 1989) for PD &/2 cbove:

AMSLCOS Random Database (2 DRIVES!) & Election forecasting.

AMSDOS Miscellany of BASIC files and utilities etc.

AMSDOS PASCAL programs and demos.

CP/M Update of Library utility. Lots of documentation.

CP/M  All progs 'cept KPFLY need MBASIC which Is on this disc. NO documents tho!

AMSDOS Tourist guide of Wales.. plus others.

AMSDOS Most files need UTOPIA.

AMSDOS Graphical adventure.

PROTEXT STD codes in numerical order. Filename-1st 2 figs of exchange.

AMSDOS BASIC utilities including calendar printer ete.

AMSDOS Mostly word gomes. Some utilities.

AMSDOS Miscellany of games and utllities/novelties.

AMSDOS Assorted and varied BASIC progroms.

AMSDOS A Mandelblot Generator

CP/M  FORTH 83

ASCll  Documentation for FORTH 83 & CP/M+ HELP

CP/M  Small C subset compiler. Lots of documentation.

CP/M Assorted ulilities etc.

CP/M  Assorted utilities etc. Plus Stor Trek game.

CP/M  BOTRK.DOC details how to format DS/DD drive as B an needs other PD discs,

CP/M  ISLAND.....Adventure game.

AMSDOS Assorted BASIC utilities etc.

CP/M  Disc editor and library etc.

AMSDOS Assorted BASIC ulilities etc.

AMSDOS A teaching oid (NEEDS PRINTER)

CP/M  Small-C compiler.Assembler ZMAC on PD 1/3 but PD 10/3 Is almost identical to
this disc AND with ZMAC ZLINK etc.

CP/M  Limited demos etc. of ZBASIC. Some CPC..some PCW ,

AMSDOS Most files are for ADV.ART STUDIO but some may be used from Bdslc.

AMSDOS Is related lo parts of PD 14/1. For Maths buffs?

AMSDOS Mandelblot. Really needs PD 13/3 to be of any use.

AMSDOS Useful Basic Ulilities..Screen Dump..Passwords..
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PD 14/3. CP/M  SUNix disc utilities similar to some of RODOS et al.ALL FILES SQUEEZED
PD 14/4. CP/M Communications.

PD 14/5. CP/M All files need MBASIC (See PD 5/3 & 7/5)

PD 15/1. AMSDOS Telephone codes. Similar to PD 8/4. Enter code to determine Exchange name.
PD 15/2. AMSDOS Databases mostly for 'music lovers’.

PD 15/3. AMSDOS Miscellany of graphics childrens’ games etc.

PD 15/4. AMSDOS More fractals.

PD 15/5. AMSDOS Adventure game and drawing programs.

PD 16/1. AMSDOS Adventure games and mazes.

PD 16/2. AMSDOS Utilities Games and Quizzes.

PD 16/3. AMSDOS Amstrad Action Collection 'Public Domaln Type-ins 1’
PD 16/4. AMSDOS Amstrad Action Collection Public Domain Type-ins 2’
PD 16/5. AMSDOS Games:- Fruit rnachine Card and the Yahtzee type-in.
PD 17/1. AMSDOS Amstrad Action Collection - ‘Games Reviews 1985-91’
PD 17/2. AMSDOS Citizen 120-D Printer Utilities - Updated 9/2/91

PD 17/3. AMSDOS Basic Longuage Programming Tutorial.

PD 17/4. CP/M  Useful Utilities.

PD 17/5. AMSDOS & CP/M Basic Data Base and CP/M Utilities.

PD 18/1. CP/M  CP/M+ Utilities & Assembler Code for SUPERZAP.COM-
PD 18/2. PROTEXT Cobol Documentalion - Booklet Demo See PD 17/2
PD 18/3. CP/M Number Cruncher - a formula calculator

PD 18/4. CP/M Useful utilities with lots of documentation

PD 18/5. AMSDOS Stop.Press Clip Art & some new Fonts - Vol. 1

PD 19/1. AMSDOS Compilation of Quilled Adventures - 1 :

PD 19/2. AMSDOS Compilation of Quilled Adventures - 2

PD 19/3. AMSDOS Beginners Basic Tutorial Program & Examples

PD 15,. AMSDOS Stop Press Clip Art - Vol. 2

PD 19/5. AMSDOS Stop Press Clip Art - Vol. 3

PD 20/1. AMSDOS Compilation of Adventures

PD 20/2. AMSDOS Music Files for Advanced Music System Disc 1/A

PD 20/3. AMSDOS Music Files for Advanced Music System Disc 1/8

PD 20/4. AMSDOS Music Files for Advanced Music System Disc 2/A

PD 20/5. AMSDOS Music Files for Advanced Music System Disc 2/8

PD 21/1. AMSDOS Music Files for Advonced Music System Disc 3/A

PD 21/2. AMSDOS Music Files for Advanced Music System Disc 3/B

PD 21/3. AMSDOS Music Files for Advanced Music System Disc 4/A

PD 21/4. AMSDOS Music Files for Advanced Music System Disc 4/B

PD 22/1. AMSDOS Music Files for Advanced Music System Disc 5/A

PD 22/2. AMSDOS Music Files for Advanced Music System Disc 5/B

PD 22/3. AMSDOS Graph and Database programs

PD 22/4. AMSDOS Graphic and Music Demo files

PD 22/5. AMSDOS More Demo’s

PD 23/1. AMSDOS Super Lotus 123 style Spreadsheet

PD 23/2. AMSDOS Another selection of Clip Art for Stop Press Vol. 4
PD 23/3. AMSDOS Still more Clip Art for Stop Press Vol. 5

PD 23/4. AMSDOS Games and Utilities

PD.24/1. AMSDOS TEARAWAY - Multifoce Poke finder (Cut Down Version)
PD 24/2. AMSDOS Page Maker - Simple DTP PD from Alan Scull’s Library
PD 24/3. AMSDOS Cornrnunications Program in Basic & Machine Code

PD 24/4. CP/M Instructions and Examples for MBASIC

PD 25/1. AMSDOS Anctiher selectlion of Clip Art from Scull PD

PD 25/2. AMSDOS Games Poke Disc - originally Scull PD

PD 25/3. AMSDOS View and Create Squeezed Graphic Screens - Scull PD
PD 25/4. AMSDOS Miscellaneous & Interesting Programs - Scull PD

PD 26/1. CP/M The Complete JRT Pascal Program also PD 26/2 & 3
PD 26/2. CP/M  JRT Pascal - See PD 26/1 & 3

PD 26/3. CP/M  JRT Pascal - See PD 26/1 & 2

PD 26/4. AMSDOS More Miscellaneous Scull PD programs

PD 27/1. AMSDOS Animation DEMO programs - originated Scull PD

PD 27/2. AMSDOS AMIGA GRAPHICS No.1 - originated PENGUIN PD

PD 27/3. AMSDOS AMIGA GRAPHICS No.2 - originated PENGUIN PD

(Add your own from here on as and when published or send for latest LIBINDEX) o
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