PRESTO NEWS

]une ”)? The Ultimate CPC u
[Ssue 2 Fanzine.

don't worry
Tveetxe -pie, I'm
only here to steel
your opy of

‘& Hasd
It's
ylvester'

fn ¢thris monfﬁ’s Packed
'Ss”e... ’J

Slideshow Special.

PO Librarians bave
their say. ‘

EFdmauand Spicer Story.
Merlie’s Pemo Page

aAr7 the fafesf news
and views.



00B0S, |

This is probably the most uvseless part
of the megazine, The reason? Well, vhat
is the point of & contents page in 8
maegezine vithout page numbers?

So, here are the contents, in the
order that they come,

A few words from the
Ed

L]

Public Domain News.
The Big Scene.
Small Ads.

Letters.

Merle’s Demo Page.

Stratght {rom the
Horse’s Mouth.

Consoles & Cartridges.
Edmund Spicer Story.
Stideshow Special.
Useful Addresses.

Things you ought to
know .

Oinlion!

Q[?ﬂ fornats eompuler

Pa

As the day of the Bristol All formats
compyter fair approsched, I foun
myself getting more end more excited st
the prosgect of seeing lots of bargajns
for lmy PC, and meeting like minded
pecple,

Imagine my surprise when, on srrivin
at %he Brunel Centre after almost
hozéx_‘s on the trelx‘nt v lI wbag confﬁfntegog
i venve, little bigger than
church halls helf filled vith sbout 35

stands.

Among these stends were huge bargains,
public domain software, hardware,
softwvare, leads, mice and just about
everything else. Excited? You shouvldn't
be. All o% these were for either the

, Amiga or PC. There were no stands
devoted to 8 bits in general, let alone
CPCs in particuler.

There vere a few CPC related things on
offer. One stsll stocked s fairly
comprehensive range of ovut of date
budget gemes for our beloved machine.
Another was tring to sell broken 464s
for £39. If you vanted to buy & CPC, &
rather dodgy looking bloke was vxl}mg
to sell you one for a vastly wergré?ga
SUm,

and the man sbsolutely refused to
hsggle. Ah well, his loss,

I was interested in 8 secon

So, was the trip a tota] waste of time?
Well, yes, and no. I did pick uvp 160
DSDD 3.5" coloured discs and box for
vnder £49. Another purchese was an
absolute bargsin though, I stumbled
vpon 8 stall with 8 lot of PCU
software. A program called Nev Word
cgught my eye. After reading 8 reviev
of ghls in Print-Out some months ago, I
I U SR
or 8 fiver, happy

that it retailed normally for £70.58,

On tting New Word home, I soon

dif%c%eir%d}ht?‘t it vould vork fn my CKC
ansferre

(%Pce?me% disc other than the PCW one

it supplied on, Thank god for
éEA‘I')?’éW ogpPresto Disc 24. Without
this, my money would have been vasted.

Matt,

A few words from the Ed.

A bit of a change.

Regular readers will notice that the
style of this month's Presto News is a
bit different, This is because this
month, Presto News is prodvced on
Poverpage v1,3, the excellent PD
desktop publisher. This will enable me
to squeeze even more info into your
favourite mag., (Well, almost
favourite.)

Response to Issuve 1.

The response to issue | has been very
favoursable. All who have read it have
been pleased. With the new changes, I
hape that you like it even more.

Competition Result,

Put simply, there is no resvlt, as
none of you have bothered to enter.
Come on, where's your competitive

spirit?

Just for you, I have decided t
re?e_at the competition., The ful
details can be found later on in th
mag.
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1
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Queries.

No, not Julian Clsry, but queries
regardmg a few things to do with the
Presto PD library.

First of all, some of you who have
recieved orders on 35" discs have
had a few problems, This is due to the
fact that your drives have all been
Siren ones. I use a Microstyle drive
vith MS5800, However, this causes a fev
problems if an MSS08 format is used
vhen Romdos 1s_plugged m, If any of
you have difficulties reading 3.5"
discs from Presto, just turn your
gomdos ROM off, or uvnplug your ROM
OX.

If you have a recent model of Siren
drive, you will not have a_side
switch, vhich means that you will not
be able to access side B of the discs.
If youl do ncﬂ’i have °-t§’%% gzé(;ch, I
can only supply you wi ing up
2 selections zom MS809 formats or 1
for data formats per disc.

Mono modolator problems.
A number of you have written to me

asking why a nomber of the demos
available from Presto sre in black and

vhite when vsed with a TV modulator.

I don't knov the exact reason why this
happens, but it seems to happen when
there are obgects on the screen that
move throuvgh the border. For some
unknown reason, the Modulator cennot
keep up with this, so it just gives the
most accurate representation of what ic
going on that it can. In the majority of
cases, this is done by shoving the
entire screen in variovs chedes of grey,

This problem has csused me moch heart
ache and dissappointment, as I am very
pertial to the odd demo nov end again
and this little glitch has a habit o
turning up in some _of the best of then
such as Merlyn III, Parts of the YAO
demo and 2 out of the 8 parts of Logon
System's THE DEMO.

There is however s solution st hand
vhich may save you trying to get a
colour monitor., However, it is & bit
tricky.

First of all you will need a coloor TV
vith either an RGB input or a composite
video input.

The RGB vay of doing things is the
easiest as all you have to do is to get

a lead and connect the right pins on fhe
computer's RGB out socket to the ones on
the TV's RGB in socket.

] et. This can easil‘{

be done with the aid of the pin-ou

diagrams in your menvals for computer

end TV. Don't forget though that the LUM

in doen't have to be connected if your
doesn't have one,

Making up an RGB to composite video lead
is a bit trickier, To ?et a colour
flcture needs the signal to be boosted.

have not tried doing it this way so
you would be best advised to conswl{
your local electronics e?ert or ask a
your nearest Tendy or Redio Shack shop.

Both of these methods will not only allow
ou to _enjoy the full pleasure of demos,
vt will also improve your pictore

quality dramatically.

Final Rard.

If you have any suvagestions to do vith
the new format of fhe meg, or anything
else, please don't hesitate to contact me
and tell me what you think.

En joy the Mag.
Magt.



Public Domain News. » The Blg Scene.

:The :latest runhlings in the -

wonderful world of P.D. [The Istest nevs from the world outside the Public Domain scene.

Developwents at Scull SL. L‘ L bhe
et's face it, it d to
have r%cently heard from ! heppen, After seve:x yggrs of

down. If you are looking for s
Microstyle drive, v1th HSSQG
software. (in Presto's opinion

Libraries close down.

News has been flooding into the

; ) these are the best type.) you
Presto office (err, bedroom) Graeme esse SOU“ SL's z being the most boring magazine in | vould be best advised to t your dri

about a number of €PC PD libraries | librarian. He %GS tOfd s of | - exxst%nce it has fmellgy fg ded. The from GVL Microform, 191 gtlu?UFStréx
thet heve closed down or are closing. | interesting new developments a Scull ! magazine however was one of the last | Ro Fulvood, Preston, PR2 4AE.
%gegagogx}ll;m%wdo %f;tthweesewrﬁpg;‘f{: have | SL. outposts that stopped serious Tel 5‘772 701248 Fex 677? 793131,

g you sof vere from gomg ri down the
the latest as soon as possible, '{l};e i‘xrsit deiyetlhopmlti!grtarxys fan on the CPC. In 1 ?ong history, | GX4988 cartridoes seen in Shifnal.
e opening o e )

One library on the definite list is | to af g not Jjust he mag never gave m to Amstra d

dr
Data PD, vho for some time have had subscrxbers to C%t Domsin
the dubious honour of being the most | disc-zine, Svbscribers will

lovest common denominator, cartridge software, fear not. The Trade
expensive CPC library in the UK, Head | be entitled to half price PD,

' Action's tendency to cater for the | For gll of yov desperately seeking some
in Pos (9952 462135) can offer

Data libraraien Tony Kingsmill has In ACUs place will come CPC Attack, | cartridge software covering most titles
moved on to new pastures, while Graeme is cvrrently evaiting permission an altogether different magezine | at £14.99 for carts with no box or
cassette librariasn David Nagle has | from Alan Scully to go shead with this vhich, from what has been seen of it, mstructlons or £24.99 for ones with
started his own disc only librery, 1dea but this siouldn't be a problem as ghves the impression of being more in | every hmg. They are also running s
Demo PD, Alan is taking more of a back seat dve e direction of Amstrad Action. specia]l desl for ¥ mixed unboxed carts
to the pressures of his work at uni. for only £190.68. The Trade in Post also
Another definite closore is Paolo The Public Domam Coltmn vhich has stock quite a variety of other items of
Cvomo's Pisces PD, vhxc wvas the first Scull have also scrapped the lendin brought life to th CPC PO scene will CPC hardware. In fact I even bought s
librery in the UK to offer PD on 3.5" | system. This has now been replaced wi be continved. Hwever many will nov | modulator (gold dust) from them a fev
discs. Paolo has been fighting a | a normal library system, be fearing for the {m‘e of serious | months ago.
losing battle to balence his library softvare coverage in the glossy . .
vith his school vork for some time | 35" discs take off in FD land. magazines. It would seem tha thxs AA to blow the lid on Fensines.
nov, and it would seem that school hes has nov been finally drogp g
wvon, Grrr,) People wanting PD on 3.5" | The 3.5" fomat for PD distribution is ; commercial world and left to the PD Look out_for the June edition of Amstrad
discs should read on. really takmg off. Another 3 libraries scene to pick up the pieces, Action. It should be running 8 feature
have adopted the format., The table : on the CPC fanzines. Hopefully Presto
Penguin Software rumours. below shows the varyin formets vhich Here at Presto, we wlsh CPC Attack News will be included in this article, so
each library csan svpply% v ever{ svccess and we og no longer will PN be the best kept
Rumours have been abounding avfu pro blem of distr vtxcm that. secret since Rush, You see, you've never
about Penguin Software for some Presto [ Scull | Deson | Tuck d will be ironed out. (The [ heard of them. That's because it is a
time nov, It all started with a prepm— v ¥ 1 & 5 nearest stockist to me vas 40 miles | vell kept secret.
gepor‘t . RObgt PDtl? gaptalogve é i Among the other fanzmes that shoold be
isc news section that Penguin
S0l tvare vae abovt to olnse. e @ X X Sarry Codemasters. incuded are Print-out, , Pi a\f) ates,
According to Richard Fairhurst, eny || yses @ X Artificial Intelhgence omain,
new relesses into the public domain by : Well, at least can admit my| Trying my hardest not to be cymcal
Dayid Certer, the originator of the || e % mistekes. Last month brovght {hv here, but am I the only person thinking
Amiga Grag xcs dlscs, vill be made news of a game called Striker and that the bvlk of this article will be
through Robot Yo 1 X | x X Crypts of Chaos, which used fyll | devoted to the vsuval Scully-pluggin
advantage of the Plos machine's extra | fashion that we have come to expec
Is Robot PD get to close? : features Since then, CodeMasters | from AA?
The numbers in brackets show how many have decided to change the name to -
Robot PD, the UK's largest and most | normal sides of a 3" disc can be fitted Striker and the Crypts of Trogan, ADVERT .
éxmov%gwe lerahry maFy bg se to clo%e onto the 3.5" disc. Presggne&l'y c%x%llsdels o dnslll;arice it ¢
ovn due to Richard Fairhurst going to - from the Swit 8 ames, which were
vniversity in September, Richard fears | Both Tuck and Demon suffer from the written by the same guthors. m@@%@ ﬂ@ R@E]G] Q@
that he w11111 not hdave téme to do both, pioblllem of ng% I‘x:avx%g 8 side sv1 ch " i
an sas his edvcation is more | vhich mesns that side cen on icrostyle misery.
fortant, it may result in Robot | accessed from Romdos. d%n't B?%@m gaaa
dgex‘dclo‘smg or running a vastly he\éesa 1sllde sthchl then bothhp%res % glgrostyle the lar est grodvcexl; of
redvuced service, and Scull cen s you wi JUS 5" second drives ave
on side A, usmgupap ata format. Presto had a lot of Fr lems in filling the mﬂg @am %&pﬁ)ﬂm@
If thls does hep}gsen, it will be a sad | can supply you vith 2 normal sides on huge amount o have been
day for scene as Robot has | side A using an MS899 format., All the hevmg recently. Many cvs omers have a
beentre sponsxbflethfor vtrlx,tbmg andd hbtri‘arpxss excep}lz Prgstao lizanc‘sup;}ly yo% on? ) deolmprgwrgeﬁglcetaa&qelcégg
importing some o e bes arouvn vi on 8 4 sided Romdos forms i vaits for
As far as | know, the only person to | which does not need a side switch, but &r"oblem, chx‘osgyle have vithdrawn Far all FLUS and GX4009 owners.
be happy sbout seeing Robot go would | does need Romdos and Remdos. eir ads the last two issuves of

be Alan Scully. Matt, - AAend ACU To try snd slov things . Sec 8 Coxwies mé tavivider pese for dxinile,




The SMALL ADs section.

’Wlaere YOU can place a free private advert,

FOR SALE: RAM MUSIC MACHINE, including midi leads and software., £25.00

WANTED:
UANTED:
WANTED:
WANTED:
WANTED:
WANTED:
WANTED:

256k SILICON DISC, will pay £20.

ROM BOX, will pay £5.

PROTEXT end ROMDOS Roms, will pay £8. each.

BLANE 3" DISCS, will pay 70p each., (New or vused,)
BLANK 3.5" DISCS, will pay 15p each. (Nev only.)
2 in | FILE TRANSFER SOFTWARE, wvill pay £8.

MOUSE OR TRACKER BALL and INTERFACE, will pay £15,

All enquiries to Presto, | Pembroke Close, The Mount, Par, Cornwall, PL24 2BT

WANTED:

Over 40 selections of
Ausirad Publi¢
gr%a(ﬂgaill Soffware.

t a bite of Yorkie
i cODAY!

Librarian: D.York.

Send.your -free private ad to.the usual Presto address. .

H#ccehwood Quetue.

ROMBO VIDI DIGITISER. David Long, 47 Hilton Avenve, Hall Green,
Birmingham, B28 OPE.

Please include your
S0 goll Ceddress.

~ Advertising Rafes,
Classified: Free.
1/¢ page: £1.00
1/2 page: £2.00
Full page: £4.00
Back cover: £5.00

Centre pages: £6.00 |
For all enquiries, Tel

Ibans. herts.
“M.i iXp

. (0726) 813084

I was extremely surprised st the
t}vshtf’ of the Presto catalogve, In
fact am,ord_ermlg tvo sides for
instant reviev in AIl With so many new
libraries making no contribution to the
CPC scene by iUSt co'gymg other
librarjes - exactg, @QON'T LET THEM DO
T. Them ones that ask for your
library end give nothing in return!) it
1s nice to see someone putting some
effort into a library, Keep up the
E;nte literally PD-tastic work, mate,
closed ere two copies of AI, I hope
you enjoy them. There is no reason
vhy the two magazines should be
bresking down into street bravling,

Smoke me a kipper, I'll be back for
breakfast.

Tim Blackbond. Ed. Artificial
Intelligence Fenzine,

Matt: Thanks for the praise Tim, I am
glad that ve can be friendly rivals, It
vould be very childish to have a feud.
Are you listening AS and RF? Don't
worry sbout me ngma‘m my libe
to some wastrel, all the libraries tha
I swap vith swap vith me on @ one for
one basis. This is quite handy as I an
one of the larger 11 ies of thase I
svap vith, so I can call the shots
even mare, As far rm revieving Presto
discs in Artificial Intelligence, feel
free to reviev the onmes you've
ordered. I will also send
other stuff for review
ly haven't seen befare.

0U some
hat you

Please find enclosed cheque for six
gmd for a six month subscription to

resto News., It is very good,
eséaecxallg the layout of the pictures
vith the fext around it. Was the piccie
of the GX4008 taken on your kitchen
floor or something?

Graeme Chesser (Scull SL)

Thanks for the svbscription and the
praise Graeme. The pxcc{of the GX
vasn't taken on the floor in the
kitchen. I did want to do this but
those carrier that a)vegs Sseem to
congregate around the rubbish bin

guse you can't be bothered to take
the rubbish out kept getting in the
vay.

Letters Page.

Hhemmrmﬂmcmbemwww
»1/ can be aired.

.

I heve just ordered your Precta PD
disc 26 (adventvres 2), It is very
good, but there is one file on the disc
which doesn't seem to do snything, This
file is called PART2 BAS It doesn™ seem
to do anything except make the disc

ive not work. I hope this isn't some
sort of virus,

James, Essex,

Don't worry James, you cen rest easil
PART2BAS 'is Just Ihe 1ittle prosoey
that lets me use the 2nd s of
my 86 track 3.5" discs that all the PD
is stared an, Usvally, I try not to y
it anto Petallgg' arders bot occasianally
one slips ugh. There is absolutely
no wvay that you can get a virus on
lavr : They are really confined to
he 16/32 bit machines. Have a god
lavgh, and be ﬁ’ad that you've stock
vith your CPC, Let'

s face it, you know
it make sense,

Thanks for the copy of Presto Nevs, it
1s very good content wise, However I

you covld meke a few improvements
to the layout,

Why don't you prodvce the fanzine on a
Mac or a PC vsing a laser printer, This
will give the whole thing an air of
professionalism. If you don't have
access to @ laser printer, I would be
g}?d to help, s ve have one in our
office.

Geoff Tate.
Middlesex.

Thanks for the svggestions Geoff,
thoogh it is a bit cheécy of zou to saz
that PN looks rough. In fact, I'll le
you into a secret. Presto News is

7 entirely on an 83486 S9Mhz PC
running Wordperfect v5.1, Corel Draw
v2#9 and Aldus Pegemaker, all vnder
®@indows 3. I have tweaked each program
mdxwdvgll‘to make the output seem as
though it has come from a and g
cheap 9 pin instead of the Canon 19
sheets per minute laser printer that I

bedroom,

have in my

Seriovsly though, the whole point is
hat it is produced entirely on a
using PD Software. I hope the nev
layoul gains your approval thousch.



HERLE’S REMO PACGE.

STRAIGNT PRON VIR CORSES WOUH.

Our regular oppartonity to let other PD librarians heve their say.

Ignare the obvious,

When I vas asked to do this
column on multi-part demos, s few
obvious ones came to mind, Th
vere THE DEMO, The
Y80 Demo_ and The
Terrific
Demo. So, on this !pa e, I
von't reviev any of these,
but instesd I will
introduce yov to a number
of multi-part demos you may
not heve heard of before,

Bitmap Vandals,

By LDC and OBI
Originally from Demon PD.

BI!. I'm Merle; and
‘I'm here to write the
nev..demo column “in QAT SRee

ndromedsa's Vorspann s little
heavily, Overall 65%

By Eeule
Originally from Demo FD.

This demo is a bit of a
dlsapfomtmen_t. Most parts
of 1t are simple Mode &
screens with scrollies, The
i s8ving graces sre the the

music, vhich can be quite
good, snd the rock band

0 News, This is

sres
This demo takes vp 3YY cboyt the 19
15

vhole side of the
recieved it on, It gives a

right from the s
its m_essalg :

the disc, Into the demo, and BATHINFIY
you vill see that it is by BEERVENS
er the best demo that LD(Y,

hss ever done, This mag be

due to help by the other
Bitmsp Vendals, in
particuvlar

accomplice, OB,

The demo kicks off with an excellent
tune, sccompanied bz,a rasters vhich
go n opposite directions. On pressing
PACE, you go into the next part, This,
at first is 8 screen accompsnied by
music which The LDC has hacked from
Robocop 2, Don't worry, this demo is
perfectly legal as the coders have
obtained permission from Ocean to vse
the tune. On pressing SPACE sgain the
music stops and 8 set of rasters and e
scroll created vsing Vorspann sppesr,
This is stenderd fere for Vorspenn
demos, Pressing the bar once again we
are greeted by 8 remixed version of
Weees music from the Merlyn III demo.
While this is playing a picture of s
Lotus Esprit winks its headlights at
you. After this there is another simple
animetion with the Weee music,

ousiness, _ A
we look ‘at-a number:
2T FRFY of multi-part demos, *

On pressing space once agajn ve sre
greeted vith the main greetings, This
s done ysing Vorspann once s ain,
After this comes snother greefings
scrolly, this time with some very good
music, Finally there is one more
Vorspann demo and then the credits,

Oversll this demo does have it's
moments, but some of the sections are

e I've had 'since. I
'k-_xcke'd...-, , :
professional imgression vizard's school for:

ALWNLIN This part features a
rendition of Surfin'USA
cpmglete with flashin
lights, nodding heads an

ovt.of

[ h
a1 torning the lectorer Evte” d , Thi i
e vhen you CAT BIYTEE] scutgen‘on ré%p’ggsig‘lngsfor 1§hglo§eem3§

spaceship

.hape

overall score of 40%

fare better in-this W
job, Anyvay,.down to. Tvinblast Demo.

ERO® By Asterix and Elmsoft.
Originally from Scull SL.

. By far the most
professionsl demo revieved here. This
one has got it all, Options for English
or German, colour or green screen
start the demo vhich proceeds to' kick
in with en smazing multicolour raster
dx_silay. Folloving this is g big scrolly
vith bouncy stick-men, On %ressmg
SPACE ve are treated to the best bit,
This section features split rasters,
Pseudo rasters, brilliant mvsic and an
overscan screen and scrolly that
doesn't meke a modulator go maono,

This part has a few surprises, Fir‘s%ly
you can alter the rasters in the
scrolly, you can elso change the
scrolly's height. The next surprise is
the greets. Instead of sitting throvgh
8ll of them, they sre selected with s
separate demo which sllocates each
greet s different key, Each greet is
accompanied by excellent music,

This demo is a must for all demo
collectors. It reall)ill_'nust be commended
for the last part which overcomes the
annoymg mono modulstor problems. This
vas pro abl% be_cev?e the writer Asterix
uses an MPZ2 himself, A classic_in our
time? Well, not exactly, but definitely
enough to warrent 85%

Merle,

very simpleﬂ and it does rely on

s y ]
Z’Oe’ %) And
ese 7

Befare we start.

Aha I hear yoy sall cry,
g nev column in Presto
News, end one that I
plan to make a
reguler feature of, I
first thought of it after I
had read through the first
issve of Presto News, and I
thought, "well, all well and ™
ood, bot isn't it just a tad biased?
es, 1 am prepared to admit that all
the plugs i%re%resto PD in issve 1 did
have algl the subtlety of a melon, so
for issye 2 I decided to get s few
other PD librarisns on side and get
them to plug their libraries as well. So
here goes.

SCOLL SL.
Librarian: Graeme Chesser.

The aims of Scull SL. (Software Librer;z)

are simple - to provide CPC vusers with

meking 5 ProLil otd 1o halr soppart
ing 8 profit and to P S

the Amstrad CPC end keep it slive for

many years to come.

As many commercial companies decide to
give vg the ghost with the CPC market,
many users of this grest machine also
give up and go out and buy the latest
cansole with gemes et half the price
of the machine itself. This is vhere
Scull SL comes in. We want to stop
people from wasting their money on
inferior machines and to keep the
existing Amstrad fans from making the
demise even quicker,

I first started out in the PD_scene
running a small library called 3DPD, 1
did this becavse I enjoy using my CPC
and I'm on it non stop, sq I thoucht
“what the hell, let's give this PD lark
a try." Some time in februvary I
recieved a phanecall from Alan Scull
(Kditor of Amstrad Action. Qops er
Domain - Ed.) He said that he was very
busy in vniversity and he needed
someone to run Scull for him, I
pondered over this ideas for a few
microseconds and immedistely blorted
out a big "VES!", end thet's how I came
to drop and take over Scull.

At the moment Scull is only open to CPC
Domain subscribers, but I find this
very unfair, after all, not everyone
can afford a subscription and so are
left oot in the cold. At the moment I
plan to get Alan Scully's permission to

open up the libreary
to everyone once
again, Howvever, for the
moment, things will have to stay
as they are.

If you wvant some more information

about Scull SL, just send me a
stamped, self addressed envelope at
he addoress below and I vill be most
happy to help you.

Presto's opinion.

There was a time, not so long ago, in
the world of CPC PD that ghe vord

ULL vas considered to be a swear
vord. This mainly was due to the fact
that Alan Scully seemed to be doing an
avful lot, gettmg reports in AA nearly
every month, lavnching CPC Domain,
sterzing his ovn non PD software
business etc. All this led many people
to believe that Alen was rsking in the
money, at everyone elses expense, This
tends to go sgainst the fabled "True
sgxmt_ of PD.” Looking at this more
0 jectl_vel\{, though, fherhegg much of the
animosity between other figures and
Scull was simply a case of Jealousy.
After all, Scull SL is one of the
largest (191 dovble sided collections.)
libraries in the and other libraries
do not like to be ovtdone.

Nov thet Graeme Chesser has tasken over
from Alan, most libraries heve dropped
their grievances and given Scull
another chance. The PD buying public
have alvays known that Scull have
alvays been a good ‘librar? to deal
wvith, and have a varied selection of
quality PD, The average PD buyer in the
street has never had any cause for &
beef with Scyll, so why should al] the
other libraries? Who knows? All I can
say is that youv have heard it from the
horse's mouth, and it sounds pretty
good doesn't it.

ART 5 - The best piccies ever.
W LG Bl
ADV 3 - Eve of Shedovs, Lost Phirious.

It is hard to choose 4 from 101, so
drop Graeme a line for all the full

tails, He's a really nice chap and I
wvish him the best on opening up the
library to all and sundry.

PN.



Consoles &

Cartridges.

The lstest from the Plos and GXAMM scene and moch more,

Games to avoid.

Despite the emazing quality of & select
fev cartridge games, there have been
quite a number of duffers, Many of
these have been converted from
original CPC versions vith few
enhancements to make use of the
avesome pover of the ASIC chip. In this
issue, we will sort out the games that
are best left alone.

Tin Tin on the Moon has to be one of
the worst games available on cartridge.
It looks ang glays exactly the seme as
the original CPC version, fact it is,
and that vas rubbish too.

Dick Tracey, surprisingly isn't @
conversion job, it looks very pretty
but is just a little bit avful in the
gameplay stekes. The sprites are slow
and jerky, a little like the plot of the
original film.

Barbarian 2 was slready available on
bud?et cassette when this, an exact
replica vas released, It's a fairl
good hack and slash type game, but 1
you went it, get it on tape for £3.99
and save yourself £2108.

Batman the Movie also suffers from the
“lets make lots of money bg
re-releasing a budget game on cart an
see vhich suckers buy it' syndrome,
This also is a very good gsme, but
there is nothing to stop you buying it
on budget tape.

I sinper‘eliy hope that you avoid the
cartridge formats of these games like
¥}?U vould a dose of bubonic plague.

ere are other rip off jobs currently
gvailable on cartridge. My advice is to
check the screen shots on the reverse
of the box, and if they look like th{e%
g%'t heve eny extra features, DON'

Another Presto first!!!

Presto PD and Presto News is groud to
be the first to tell you aboyt san
exciting new prospect for all cartridge
users, Yes, In the spirit of offer%
the vltimste service for all your €

needs, Presto is lavnching a CARTRIDGE
SWAPPING LIBRARY. This will allow
cartridge vsers to exchan?e their
cartridges for a limited time for other

cartridges,
The whole thing works like this...

First% you send your cartridge to the
usval Presto address slong with cash,
cheque or postas] order for £1.50 to
cover administration fees. With this,
you should provide a list of your
requests for the cart /
want to borrow. You should put

r_ecivests as some cartridges may be o
little hard to find, or maybe Jjust too
popular. The term which you lend your

cart for is spproximately a month.

Once you have sent your cart, you
should then recieve one of the carts
that you requested. You are expected to
keep this certridge for @ month also,
after which, yoy return it to Presto.
All carts are cleared thr‘ough Presto
and no certs vill be retorned to their
owner unless they have returned all
borroved certs first, If you do not
return the cart ve will get very
annoyed, you will be blacklisted from
Presto and other PD libreries, end you
won't get your original cart back. he
original owner is slso entitled to take
)lJe al action to get his / her cart
ack,

Hopefully there are n
unscrupulous people about
cartridge library will help a
peoFlg dying to get their hsnds on
cartridge software, but have been let
down by the high street shops.

To be of further assistance to
certridge owners, anREgne trying to sell
carts can have a F advert in these
pages, the only monthlé column
de 1_ce€ed to the Amstrad Cartridge
machines.

Anyone vanting further information
sbout the cartridge swapping library or
the free ad seryice should write to the
vsval address vith an SAE and they will
be given further details.

Beware Maverick Joystick owners,

Don't be tempted to plug the 2 leads of
zour Maverick into your CPC and GX st
he same time. I did while both were
switched on. Once I flicked the switch
the GX blew up completely end the CPC
had to have nearly £70 vorth of
repairs done. Matt,

carts that you .

BLIP co0aBhilPaccaBblPaaaa

S0, YOUVE JUST GOT INTQ DTP, yoquyve
got 8 copy of Powerpage from Robot
and you've created your first DTP'd
page. Let's face it, it is pretty dull
isn't it? That is becavse you haven't
got any pictures.

What you need is some clip-art, but
vhere do you get it from? Well, tou

covld get it from MJC or SD
Microsystems end pay over a temner for
a couple of
contact your friendly

discs of it, or yov could
PD library. PD

gre Demon, Presto, Robol ano Scull, T
quality of this stuff is sll as good 8
ZOU would get commercially, Much of it
as been imported from Europe, or
converted from digitised screens.

libraries with a good selection of cligs
e
as

I vould guess that there are about
2000 pieces of clip-art currently doing
the rounds in the PD libraries. It is
something you can't have enough of, so
get ordering some now.

cut orut....T

2 free selections of
clipr-art ggom Presto

Use this voucher and
save 507




ADDICT 1ON TO

SOFTWARE :

PD
THE

NHORRIFY ING TROTH.

As the CPC Public Domain sceme expands, so does the risk from one of
the greatest threats to the minds of the nation’s youth.

Once again seeking out the exclusives,

Presto News brings you the full

nightmare story of these poor thousands of tortured souls.

PD sells, bot vho's buying?

The majority of victims of this cruvel
gddiction sre likely to be msle,

between the ages
of 12 snd 20 PD
addicti 1s
psrticvu larlv
prevelant in young
people as the
adolescent brsin
provides 8 much
more comfortsble
nestxn? place for
its evi

The unfortunste
addict is at first
vnavare of what is
happening to him
or her, S/he

thinks thsat s/he
has found 8 brand
nev hobby to get
stock into. little
do they knov that
their psyche is
being eaten avay
by an insatisble

lost for new PD
software,

PD kills, so vho's
dying.

gncettlie addict ion
as taken & grip
the victim is lef ft
8 quivering wreck
g mere shadov o
his or her f‘omer
self, who's
emotlons hinge on
vhether or not
strange brown
acks es arrxve
hrovgh the door.
Even vally, the
victim's speech
vill become
incoherent to sll
Non PD-ers, As the
mind deteriorates
so does the bady,

green glow of th

s A
Spot the symptoms.

I. Intense excitement when post is
delivered.

2. Nervousness and agitation if .kep(
away from their CPC for long
periods of time.

3. Uiolent mood swings, especially
when the words ‘Commercial
Software’ are uttered.

4. Depression when no post is
delivered o them.

5. Screams of excitement from
behind bedroem doors when
packages are delivered.

6. Lletters starl arriving in Jiffy
bags.

retract into {
head, the sk
becomes pale end

eventually grey.
Death is 8 slov
process,

Is there a cure?

So_far, doctors
in Britein , Japan
and the USA have
been working non
stop to help ssve
the lwes of PD
software's many
victims., So far,
none of the
gttempts heve been
successful,

Bein
addiction rather
thsn a physx
one, the vic un
myst first vant to
give up, This is
vhere he Broblem
lies. CPC is so
good that the
victim doesn't van
to give it up

is obliviovs fo the
af fects that the
stuff is heving on

his/her body.
Many Jserents have
found that their

vnfortuonate
offspring have
responded to
POSi ive
encopragement, If
an interest is
expressed in whst
the child is_doing,
meals and vitamins
can be slipped in,
Matt,

as the victim spend somuch time in the
e CPC monitor, s/he
comes to suffer from radistion sxckness :
as vell as malnutmtxon The e

a mentalﬁ

THE BEST

PdD.

061 Uik,

We take a look at the best PD progs in & particular field. This month
the best graphical programs are singled out.

Another broken promise.

In the last issve's THE BEST PD IN TOUN'
feasture I promised you that this week
ve would round up the best serious
software, I was soon to find out that
this was foolish., After all, where do
you start? Also, vhen I listed the best
programs, most of them were graphical
5o this month we have a somewha
artistic feel to the column.

Powerpage v1.3
Originally from Robot PD.

Not only is this the best <?}:)caphxcal
program, it is also the best

domain program full stop. It covld
easily pass for an expensive
commercial package, yét svthor Richard
Fairhurst has most kindly donated it to
the public domain rather then make his
millions with it.

If you have been on Mars for g vhile,
gou von't already know that it is a
esktop publishing program, nay, svite
o programs vhich manages to see off
1 the competition including PM Deloxe,
Advanced TP, Edition | and PM+
program ‘s strength lies in it's hxgh
degree of compatabxlxtn with other

frograns, ¢ domain and
he commercial world. Pot simply, you
. can import Jjust sbout anything into

Poverpage., Standard screens, Stop
Press compatable clip-art, standard
fonts, Stop Press big fonts, ASCII text
with an optxon for embedded style
codes and much more,

‘The program really does live up to its
its name. It certainly is a POWERful
PAGEmaeker. In fact, this entire
magszine was produced usmg it. Now if
that isn't proof enough, you probabl
require % good clubbing with a blun
ins nt.

Mini Print Shop.
Originally from Robot PD.

If Pover;page vas responsxble for the
layout issve 2, then Mini Print Shop
vas responsible for most of the
graphics in issve 1, It is an extremely
good program that lets you design
screens vsing two hesdline fonts and
over 208 pieces of small clip-art.
These can then be pmnted or saved

Most impressive results can be obtained
by losding the screens into an sart
%hckage, or into a DTP like Poverps‘i

e program is not over user fmen z
but once you've got the hang of
you really will vonder vhat you
vithout it.

GPaint vi.42e
Originally from Robot PD.

Robot PD seem to have the e ge vhen xt
comes to graphical programs

This art package vas transl ated by
librerian Richerd (that name sounds
femiliar) Fairhurst, although some of
the menus are unavoxdably still m the
native Germsn. This isn't much of s
problem as there are pictorial icons to
point your tle arrov at so
everything is faxrly straight forvard.

So, vhat can GPaint do then? Well, jost
about_anything except make a cop of
teg, It allovs painting in all modes,
vsing editable fills and brushes. It
uses stendard screen files that GPaint
doesn't need a separate pallerte file
for. This makes loading mode 2 screens
into Powerpage really easy. Alloving you
to make changes to a Poverpage

age that PP isn't quxte subtle enough

0 handle.

All the usval art fackage features are
there mcudmg fill, circle, box, erase,
graycsn etc. 8s vell as & fev features
that come in handy such as simple disc
Utxlltxes, a selection of proportionsl
!‘on s, atterned fills and magnifying
gass in all, GPaint is only besten

dxé ;»

y Adv anced Art Studio, and 1t gives’

that a fair ron for its money.
Mconvert
Origin: Unknown.

This is probably one of the most vseful
little ogrems yov are likely to find,
even ?h it only takes up 1k.
allows multiface vsers to convert
multiface screens to stendsrd ones
vhxch cen then be loaded into an art
package and printed or messed about
with, ndless fun cen be had defacing
sme loading screens in this menner.
aint moustaches on everyone! -
. Ll 8 .



r ﬁ'f PRES?O PD t ’ BR‘Ry Disc No. | Title Some of the programs on the disc, or a description.
047‘4 ‘0605 samméky 9 Utilities 3 Gpaint, Anti Multiface, Protext demo (+ patches),
- 19 Utilities 4 Labelbase, Telephone cost, Car origins...
%% g%‘} ties § Eower%gse 2, Bas:cd*r, loads oftfoz_x sa..“,
‘ 3 ; : i ffice . verything you need 1n a computerised office.
The part of the magazne where al owr clams to impartiafity fai 3 Dise Utilities |A :‘xtxi’l drxdreggﬁr‘y of disc vtilities. "
; i es antasy Ma er, Pover assembler, Rambase 3...
DU the lDﬁUSIde and we get on down 10 some Serious PRgs for 39 Otilities ? BgnneryMar;?g. Create big banners. Incudes fonts.
Presto PD 49 Utilities 8 Dxax‘z, Edition | DTP (includes fonts)...
g 45 Otilities 9 Robot PD Animator, Pagemeker Plus, .. -
gg g{.i % es %? %.W.El?xl‘ov%'s‘sgéte o}i; isc agd llx?clélllngkvtxlxtxes.
i i i ipti - es spell, Pavl Dwerryhouse's Spe ecker.
Disc No. | Title Some of the programs on the disc, or a description. 35 Utilities 12 Alysse’ Flik B-AS¥C Chop Plgsses), R rEr e -
192 'I‘mg DTP A shareware DTP.
6 ames. ) 193 PD Planner A spreadsheet program by P, Dwerryhouse.
L]
! Gemes | Box Clever, Croco Magneto, Total Eclipse Trainer... Shdes,mws ’
2 Games 2 Drehdriss, Space Froggé, Firefox, Whack Attack... | . . . o i
13 Gemes 3 AA Tetris, Timebomb and loads more BASIC games. 2?7 Amiga Graphics 2| David Carter's second collection of digitisations
14 Gemes 4 Amstrad vs Sinclair, Kill 'em all... 28 Amiga Graphics 2| from the commodore Amiga. .
38 Gemes 5 Polish Tetris, Wipeoyt, Dotman, Tanx.., 29 Amiga Graphics 1| The first of the Amigs Graphics series.
49 Gemes 6 Forcefield, If.alxan Campaign, Merlin, Scabby... 30 Amiga Graphics 1| Side 2 of A.G, 1, )
58 Tetris Every PD version of Tetris on the CPC, 31 Slideshow | Penguin Software's TV Logos_selectmn.
62 Games 7 Mac 2, Tennis, Soccer Management Sim demo... 32 Slideshov 2 Digital Women (clean) and Pic.
67 Crosswords 200k crossvord compiler by K. Mortimer. 33 Slideshow 3 Pics_from the Manchester Amstrad User Group.
68 Board Games Also by K Mortimer, 43 Slideshow 4 D Pix 1. Hand drawn pictures,
69 Gemes 8 Raider, Space Storm, Red Ore 2, Postman... 44 Slideshow 5 MPD Pix 1, Side 2,
0 Games 9 Krazy Chaser, Mastermind, 464 bosrd games, 22 Slideshov 6 Presto's Star Trek slideshow.
73 Games 10 Galexians, Roland, Sun Crosswords, Gribbet... 78 Slideshow 7 Presto's Neighbours slideshow.
75 Games 11 3D Priz, Pirates, Lucky Sqeres... 81 Slideshov 8 Demon Slideshow.
76 Gemes 12 Data PD Soccer Management game, more BASIC games, 82 Slideshov 9 Demon Slideshow side 2.
99 CP/M Games Games for CP/M only. Tornado, Guatris, Pacman... 85 Slideshow 19 Fractals slideshov, )
101 Gemes 13 Give us a break, Give us 8 music break, 93 Slideshov 11 David Carter and Tim Blackbond hand drewn pics,
%5 | Siideehov 15 | Diai Vidh obaD, Disitised fron TV sh
eshow igi Vidi . Digitised from shows,
4’”30“”’33. 106 Slideshov 14 The best hand drawn artwork ever. By anon,
197 Slideshow 15 Overscan (no border) slideshow.
15 CPM adventures| Islend, Base, Holidsy {,2 & 3, 108 Slideshov 16 Runstrad caricatures slideshov.
19 Adventures | | Conch, Dick Ed, Quesg Summer camp, Dtmggons of hell 112 Slideshov 17 Turtlemuck., A hilarious mickey teke of the turtles
26 Adventures 2 | Death, Doom, Spacey ,tﬁellada and more Simon Avery,
41 Adventures 3 |Castle, Crazy, The Ring, Darkness, Simsoft promo... Del’ws
47 Adventures 4 |Eve of Shadows. (vhole side graphic adventure.) . ,
48 Adventures 5 |Csve of the Bev Bews, Quad X, Escape, The Race... L . oo
50 Adventures 6 |Storm Mountain, Lost Shadow, Talisman demo... 12 Demos | Black Mission 3, Crackers fight, Violin...
55 Adventures 7 |Adult 2 & 3, Firestone, Jason and more S.Avery, 42 Demos 2 Vorsgann'demo maker Lomberfack Hobé&Gobl . ..
56 Adventures 8 |Cacodemon, Secrets of tr, Largo Grann.., 5l Demos 3 BMC Sevrian COgY?BPHJ PCI512, Best...
57 Adventures 9 | Lost Phirous Trilogy by vidipix, 29 Demos 4 The Yao demo. Full side of disc.
66 Adventures 10 | Geno (massive) and Once @ Knight is Enough. 61 . Demos 5§ Lﬁgonmijsstem Revolution, TomdJerry meets Ereator..
9% Adventures 11 | The Coin, Orkon, Rougue dege , Midvorld... 21 Demos 6 THE DEMO by LOGON SYSTEM, The best Demo ever.
92 Adventures 12 | Hoot, Treasure, Kidnapped, Revenge demo... 72 Demos 7 THE DEMO side 2.(128k onlz) o
74 Demos 8 McPaddy, Merlyn I1I, Crash, Dlgl Demo, CRTC 3,
0/ '4’1’ . 79 Demos 9 Four enimations from David Car er.(12ék only)
l p ' 3 80 Demos 19 Three more 128k snimations from David Carter,
) . 87 Demos 11 6 Killer, Musique, The story of Ma Baker...
5 Clips | Stop Press / Poverpage format clip-ert. 88 Demos 12 Kevle ist demo, Bart éxmpson, Spock & Kirk...
6 Clips 2 d again, 91 Demos {3 Cocktail shaker, Iron Bidon, Rebound demo,..
? Clips 3 d again, 119 Demos 14 Twinblast multi-part demo, Sam Fox (Clean).
8 Clips 4 And again, 11 Demos 15 Bitmap Vandals multi-part by OBI and LDC.
17 Clips 9 And sgain, ) .
18 Clips 6 Stop Press format and clips from Printmaster, cp m
47 Clips 7 Stop Press / Powverpage format clip-art.
[
24 CP/M 1| Newsweep, Poor men's spell check, ZSM, Calendar...
3 erious., gg %P/rghzag XDE, A{xdtybese, Food im?entory an3 ggr‘&: ) ded
3 Utilities | Rambase 2, Screen Squeeze 23, Mini Print Shop... 97 ngntmaster A %%n}pl iet{e gg%‘ﬂ;ggcaragsg?aggétgés etcl.v?*lc?tee e
4 Utilities 2 |The rest of Mini Print Shop. 98 Printmaster WYSIWYG fhough., Complete with clip-art,




Disc No. | Title Some of the programs on the disc, or a description.
108 CPM 3 CPC to PQW and PC tremsfers...
[

Other things,
i Chests Loads of pokes and a mltifacedpgke lister,
16 Miscellaneous 1 | Just aboug everything youv couvld imagine.
2l Diversions IQ test, Jokes, Eliga, Welsh tour guide...
22 Mini Demos . CRTC music, Paolo's !‘fag;, More IC demos,
29 WAVE price list |WAVE's price list on a disc.Plys NSWP to unsqueeze
34 Advanced Art Pictures, fills, brushes for Advanced Art Studio,
36 Music & Education | Musical and educational programs.
52 Computext A teletext like computer tutor, BY LDC.
53 Miscellaneogs 2 | More misc programs. Many grephical.
60 Mini Demos 2 LDCs collection of mini demos.
63 D Megamix Not very full, Some pokes and short programs.
64 MPD Megamix Side 2 of MPD Software's megamix, ] .
65 MPD Printer Another not very full disc from MPD. Printer vtils,
83 Dt The famous PD discs from David Wild. Including
84 e DESE, the WIMP system, |
104 Mini Demos 3 Loads of mini demos chained by LDC,
169 Miscellaneous 3 | Loads of Amstrad Action Type ins.

TNE COMPLETE PRESTO PD

SERVICE.

Teke a ook at what s offered by Presto PD, and youll know
that it mokes sense.

Large selection

As you have just seen, the Presto PD Llibrary is big. This gives you
far more choice when it comes to

( day repy guarantee.

Providing that your postage and return postage is first class, Presto PO
guarantees that your PD will be returned within 7 days. If it is lale,

you will be compensated with a free selection of PD for every day .

that your package is Ilate.
39" dscs that everyone can use.

Using MSB00 means that anyone with a 3.5° drive can use our 3.5° PO.

- A free selection from Presto PD.

choosing your POD.

. .b) Are they..American?

1st Prize.

A three month Presto News subscription.

5 Free selections from Presto FD.
2 Commercisl games.

nd Prize.

A free copy of Presto News.
2 Free selections from Presto PD

A commercial game.

411 other correct
entries.

The Question!

Contrery to popular belief, Presto FD
and Presto News do not fake their
names from 8 svpermarket. They are in
fact, named after an slbum by the
editor's favourite rock band.

The quéstion b (-
a) What is the name of the rock band?
itish?
Canadian?

French?
Brazilian?

Send your answers to the usual address
before the 20th July 1992,

##¥ Please note. PD Librarians can not
enter this competition. You'll have
to svap vith Presto to get free PD.

fla is happy hacamse
he is a z

centzibuiezr Lo Kicste
scus,

Jou could be this
happy Loo!

| Presto News needs regular

contrbutors of articies. Anybody
wanting to contribute can
send their article as a
compiete Powerpage file or on
paper. Al articles will be
rewarded with selections from
the Presto PD Ibrary.  Sorry,
| can not pay money for
articles, but I'm sure that
writing one will make you
happy. It worked for him,
why not you?

|
|




YR EDEDAD SPICR R RISESRENSL- LT special,

There are absolutely loads | 1. All the screens ere

e T squeezed.
: ‘I've beeti writing’ software’” on i . By Devid Carter. : i i i G
Toy did 1 shart? Fdr:'ftheﬁi.jPD’fscér}% %mgga 5 ﬁ%n? s lgw Jays Later. By Devally from Penguin of slldeshqw discs in the

) while aouRby-did 1 start? | EXILLMS Presto got my Softvare. public domain. We put them TV Logos.
1 got my CPC 6128 in the How did 1 start? Al these . [BaCRlN U from the Data : By David Cart d
Christmas of 1986, I | Uaia R i ibrarian Tony Kingsmill, These 2 discs Wwerg to the fest Bienard Fei gy -
remenber the, first thing (NEETEQRIGITE AR C i (E0T 0O I dign't. 1 qo o Ry o | Aty T
I tried to do was los wilt-be-answered:in-thi them mostly from Deniel d.e ptxg vrdesfvet‘e i hi the | P in Softwar Figinaliy 2F00
Phiied 62 Fishe that MENTACHESATORIINEER York of Torkie FD. = Ed.) diaitised fron SLaPMvh o1l S | Penguin Satbuers.
came with the computer. T STAY TUNEDE I have sent my programs- - -. ommodore Amiga. As MILo Cii M i i i i
They vere the sox‘f that J it b T th ?'b : digitised pictures, the quality is| A mixed bag slideshow this ome, it
Ty M eded by typin : botaD t‘,NP% he“ 1 ”%Ptels superb, Some of the screens are femovs | features mostly traced images from the
Vo, 1 conldn'ty fo¥*pthg Ut tg 8 twe tpkfo aoly ictures that were seen around the | TV screen, This was presumably before
oA e find the ) gﬁ ke mdo'sta'sb te‘l are aunch of the Amiga to show off its | David Carter got his vidi digitiser.
L aoter. In the end 1 e key distributors of capabilities, such as The Mona Lise and | Becavse these were once supplied in en
e o by accident. You my programs. Tutankhamen, Other screens includ ng unsqueezed form, more screens have
o discovyex‘ D inat ¢ DI 2 all of Amiga Graphics 2 were digitised | been added by David and some have been
¥ oot your CPC vhen go TR The Push from Amiga PD sources, All screens are | hand drewn by Richerd, Fairhurst,
are not particulagly This is probably ! in Mode { and squeezed. Although the slideshow is called TV
looking for them, a‘f‘i«;}",e'f_-,'; to ﬂeaass m;::n The man who reslly gave %%9,250‘01’1’5550%”” meke vp about helf of

oet on any clp artifl me "The Push" so to spesk MPD Pix 1. 65% '
PD Emmmters vas K.N.Bond from Leeds
' ¥h‘9 l:l‘ws vr t.tend lggds of advenfwé‘,es By Martin Elliott. Demon Slideshow.
My first encounter with a PD librar‘s Tge Ig{\gngg?v%hgn Base,sf.’ﬁ'écgiré"?.?gé’é? Originelly from MPD Software. By David Long
was with Robot PD. I wrote to them and | and some others that I can't seem to These pictures were all hand dravn by | Originally from Demon PD
cent 8 tape and 8 postal order, Within | remember, He vas of fering free copies MPD's Fibrarian vith his licht pen, The '
E¥ays my tepe vas returned. I then | of his PD games The Islend and The bject matter i t ' is slid £ kn
098y Minother tape, and this one e in AC 1 e 8 sy .lec matter is to the greater part | This slideshow has, as far as I know,
took about 2 weeks to return, The more | asked ?Or a 60?::0 B:!;%net,' tgem 12\0 ?nne sbstraot end the pigtufes oof not | gof, the most O O e .. Hovever
I ordered the longer it seemed to | snd I discovere "that they were CP/M Ba"aﬁ?%}fg&}p?e‘g?é‘éng‘ They gre in Mode shg:tshtow dlgeéhgo Ugll:aca dsomu?énaﬁ Bog/ﬁ%r,
arrive. One day I sent off @ tape, and adventures. They were very good (I 25% ' ﬁ%n lo the screens yare :mos gf'
9 months later it still kadn't | know, but_are they difficvlt or what! - ' 0 t? of th r‘ i thpPD PD
I monthS! tent off enother tepe end | Ed.) ‘and I thou { %Cor  hov did he do Digi Women and P BTt ol Bk P sito il g
there vas no sign of is either. Even | that?" Ken to d me that they were 9 1B hl rary.,ts, °h’;§8'“€ g IS e
if Richard Fairhurst returned my tepes | vritten with The PAM. (Proffesional Imported by R Fairhurst tmﬁver} B Rt t b gt SLisally
right nov, he wouldn't be able to cash | Adventure Writer) I bought this progrem P en y{ eRmbUtr%D. Y R 3 %h K e e
i chev:{u‘es, 4nd postel rates have Adventure 29 it really heavy goin ot - iginally from Robo b p_e,?singd_an _mo dgr gcrehens are
gone up twice since then. first, but now it is, @ bit essier. Since iai i i sinilarly dire. The disc dogs Be/E SOT
fres Phave written The.digi vomen slideshow at one_ time | saving graces however, namely some of
Getting back to the point, on these | adventures el e b A" dnd the fock Up & ¥BolS, S10¢ of @ disc, | the soreens gemersted by mini demos
missing tapes, 1 had sent some of the | G.A.C. Matt has quite a fev of them in aﬁge‘gi’n;’% toedm e_reests of deo%ncy 5;%9
rogrems vhich I had written with the | the Presto PD Library. If you van't to the rest, the xeggé\éd e‘{§€’°§e wrom '
intention of donating them to the | find ovt mare gbout them wgy not order removed. To fill the z t%r A Hand Drawn Pictures
PUbltlc domain, Tl;he thrst proggy Id ever | sqme, ot read my regular column on smaller slideshov of cgathoonesrecallsletaj ' '
wsﬁé) e vas a shoot em up calle adventuring in Artificial Intelligence. pic' The quslity of both slideshows is | By an vnknown artist.
! Edn d' ggcille%t. {di%te lil'.hsnl'. in sorse, ltxb,rbaréeg Originslly from Scull SL.
. .. .. .these 2 slideshows are distriouvie
Unile the strenge case ,0f, the nissing R0'S gemes. these 2 o opecns sre Ogitised in | In all my years of CPCing 1 heve et to
some of my PD to other libraries. Presto PD has a load of Edmund Spicer r'n)gge 2 end ere squeezed. fhls ecrgs%hgrephxcs thet haﬁe' °°k§d
feading throuch ¢ oopy of ACT g | B iOyithin its vest stock list, Some this 9000, The Soreen S vochn iqves Bive
Reading oand details of 2 other | of the best are listed belov. - fy s : S b
e ies. These vere DPD MNow Celled Star Trek (The Next Generation.) the impression of there being many
Penguin Softvare) and Data.| Adventures... ‘ more. The result is the best hend dravn
P pg ihately nobody knew DPD s By Matthew Gullam artwork you will ever see on the CPC,
address. I tried everyvhere, I asked | Holidey 1,2 & 3. (For CPM) Originally from Presto PD. {ﬁaﬁ*’g‘ }% .;sdbetéteer “dlmﬁ.‘?e dte}t{géle't
2d0ress to18 me to phome Alsn Scully, | Minette (for CP/M) Y i then digitised soreens, = Qo1 i
AT 0 Mo help either, It vas Tneliall (Grephic edventure.) This slideshow festures what I believe | is a terriblke cliche, but these
VB v 51 sent all my PD to Data | The Ring Grephic adventure.) to be the best programe on TV. The | ECTE0L: really have to be scen to b
BOPeAteg RIP - Ed.) and \{here %ot {0 | Cave of the B Beve (Graphic pictures sre 8 ] high quality vidi believed, The art itself is also of the
NS & regul'ar pattex"n T ould send him adventure.) P digitised screens from the hit sci-fi highest stendard, obviously done b{ an
08 & with some of by progrems on it, . 'l;sl sho%. AlEl our favourite charalcl;ter‘s enor{lnovf talgnt. Sgchba shame that he
; : rom the Enterprise crew ere here,| or 5 e has chosen to be anonymous.

and he would return my disc with more M accurately digltxr;ed into 4 colour mode | 199%




i gef

Just some of the many
screens svsilable in.
public domain
slideshow discs.

Top: Flamingo by
an anonymovus
artist, from o e
Hand dravn e -
artwork.,
Originally
available from
Scull.

Middle: One of I
tllx,edStfr Ttrek
slides

Presto. Sl

Bottom: A little sign '
from the Demon
Slideshov.

Top: The Digi Women slideshow :

from Robot.
Middle: The Nullos Crscker
Rock-show, also from Robot.

MAJDG. Slideshow.

By varigus people.
Originally from MAJUG.

This selection of pictures was compiled

*» erthe Manchester Amstrad User Group.

of the screens were hand drewn Dy
members of the group, Ther are a fev
that arz of good quality, however none
stand c¢ut in particvlar. The screens

are in various modes and 8re
vnpompressed ‘
30%

Tim and David Slideshow,

By Tim Blackbond and David Carter.
Originslly from Scull SL

Tim Blackbond, editor of PN's friendly

rival Artificial Intelligence is a man

of maaybtelents. Not only is he a
U

writer, but he is slso an srtist. This

selection festures & number of
 hand drawvn pictures. They are mostly
cartoony. Many of them hsve been
festured in Amstrad Action's picture
Zaller‘y Keges over the last few months,
1l sre hend drewn and are of excellent
quality. The Devid Certer hand drawvn
pics sre ths seme as can be found
among the TV logos slideshow, It is my
euess that these vere put in to fil
he disc. These also are of good

vality.
B
Neighbours.

By Matthew Gullam
Originally from Presto FD.

What can I say. It's the worst soap
ever, they're vidi digitised, s yeezed
and in mode 1. They feature all your
ggxovmtes including some dead ones.

e



. i 'Slideshow speeial.| |

Rock Show.

By Nullos Cracker,
Originally from Robot PD.

When is a slideshow not e ¢lideshow?
When it's a demo of course! Thisg
slideshow features a number of mode 2
digitised pictures of famous British
and Americen rock stars, and some
French ones that nobody has hesrd of.
Well, you say, what makes this 8 demo
then? Well, it's the way that the
pictures appear on the screen. Some
scroll, some materialise and others
unfold, The whole effect is rather
géce. All the pictures are squeezed.
%

Caricatores.

By Runstrad.
Originally from Scull SL.

Yet another French slideshow. This one
is full of caricatores ( 8 bit like
Spitting Image - patronxsm? Ed.) of
famous and not so famous (maybe in
France) people. The screens are all
vell presented, although the first one
is full of text in Fremch, This is of
little consequence (especially if you
speak the landgve%e_) as all the screens
are squeezed. This selection cen be
ra‘sgher funny.

Digi Vidi 2084,
Originally from Scull SL.

This is yet enother slideshow which
shovs_the amazing powers of Rombo's
Vidi Digitiser. In it's time 8 top
selling add-on for the CPC, The Vidi
has been developed since for the ST
Amiga, PC and Archimedes. Well, Im full
of facts today, but what is the
slideshow like? Well, it's gverage. The
quality of the plcﬁures is, as ever
excellent, hovever it has one annoying
problem. All the screens gre in shades
of blue. Now, much as I like blue
after about 25 screens, you soon ge€
fed up of it. The screens feature @
number of TV programs such as Red
%grf. @Brillianth)

Overscan slides.
Originally from Scull SL.
Yet another slideshow that is really s

demo, or should that be the other way
around? Anyway, this is most definitely

g difference. The
border!
This type of screen is known In Serious
and demo writing circles as an overscan
screen. There are only seven overscan
screens on offer here because each one
of them takes up a fair whack of disc

a slideshow with I
difference is that there is no

space and cennot be compressed.
Hovever, all are of the most excellent
?Ualxty. The subject matter is mostly
antasy but ther are 2 cartoons and an
excellent African landscape, t
Eanoremxc ) .
order. If this wasn't enouch to satisft
all of you there is also an end screen
featuring @ racing car and some
ggytremely nifty mosic,

Bov to meke & slideshov,

There are, as we have seen, an
enormous smount of slideshows for the
CPC PD scene, However, being the greed
beggars that we are, we always van
more of such good things. So, here it
is, the Presto News guide to meking a
slideshow.

Talent, what's that?

If you haven't got any artistic talent -
then don't worry, we'll cover you later,

but if you have, read on.

Firstly you have to produce some
piccies. If you are artistic, you
probasbly have an art package and_have
produced loads of good pictures. You'll
need about 24 for e ome sided
slideshow, so if you don't have that
meny, you'd better get drawing. t

1f .{pu have no talent you cia_n,use
digitised screens made using a vidi, or
ggdart scanner, You'll also need about

The big squeese.

Your screens must be squeezed vsing e
program like the PD S@23. This allows
more screens per disc. Once squeezed,
fit onto the destination disc, but leave
about 3k spare.

The loader.

Just write a program to load each
screen in individvelly. Dont forget that
7ellette velues must be set in the
oader end thet SQ23'd screens must be
loaded into sn address (44000 is best)
and then CALLed. i

alt.

rul¥
becavse of the lack of -

Firstlz there is the price.
| actually g

. main reasons

~ BATTIE OF THE SPELL
CHECKERS .

The vltimate test of any piece of PD
software is hov it feres against an
equivelent commercial package. To this
end, ve put Paul Dwerr\éhovse's ISPELL
and the CP/M POOR MAN'S SPELLCHECK
gg against one of the most poverfu

/M syell checkersi THE WORD Oasis,
This 1s the spe 'lc,hecker thet is
aupshze vith the vltimate CP/M WP New
ord 2.

In this test we shall be looking at
each package in terms of dictionary
size, speed and vser friendliness.

- The Word] lspell | PMSC

ice. 0. £0.25 8ppPro
1%101 ??.U _CE_,:.QBX

D ctéionary 139k 47k 48k

s1ze,

Words in 45 000 | 15,500 | 16 909

dictionary.

| Speed. (sec) 150 530 150
Edit Lr Yes Yes Yes
dictionary?

Add to Yes No Yes
| dictionary?

Hang ugs on| 19 134 119
correctly

spelt words

The speed and amount of ha_nguAgé vere
tested on & 7k letter in plain I,

So, vhich is best?

At first glance mou wvovld think that
New Word's THE WORD is % far the
best. However, the PD spell checkers do
have & number of distinct adventages.
Secondly
es through the
Jlets you make on
the spot chan%es. This is one of the
or the length of time
that it takes., ISPELL's only real
dovnfall is the size of its dictionary.
is fast end efficient, but is less

vser friendly.

Overall,

The Word - 79%
Ispell - 704
- 69%

SPEL
document with you an

In sll,the PD spell checkers fared
very vell against this monster of 8
commercisl psckage. It just goes to
shov the value of PD softvare,

Matt

PRESTO B LIBRARY
Fas

b et lons g
over 15 solostlons.

Seme 00 e hest BY
%mmﬁm
EUTORER

Dot % ot Home-
@m@@g@ @8 D Der ﬁﬂm@[l@

geleckion.
Copyright Warning.
BC.COM, The Basic
Compiler is not a
Public Domain program.
~ Presto has now
withdrawn it, and we

suggest that all other
Libraries do the same.

It has been replaced
on Presto Disc with
Forest Adventure.

Sorry.




USEFUL ADDRESSES.

PD Libraries,

i
{

Demon PD Robot PD Yorkie PD
47 Hxlton Ave. 2 Trent Road {1 Beechwood Ave.
Hall Green Oakham St Albans
Blrmxnghan Rutland Herts
LE15 6HF AL{

Tuck PD MPD Software Scull SL
15 Ravencar Road 23 Nobes Avenue 44 Echline Grove
Eckington Bridgemary South Queensferry
Shefheld Gosgor‘t West Lothien - - ..
S3t 9GJ EH38 SRU

4
Fanzines.

Artificial Intelligence
19 Lee Street
Liversedge

West Yorkshire

WF15 6DZ

CPC Domain (Subs)
20 Montague Road
Saltford

Bristol -

Avon, BS18 3LA

WACCI
12 Trafalgar Terr.

Not:gm8 <

Other Services.

Wow Software

78 Radlgole Lane
Weymout

Dorset

DT4 9RS

Adventure Swaps
c/0 S, Avery
21 Fore Street
Chvd eigh

. Devon

3 OHT

! veeks acg
| Alpine onstmctxon s0 that

Cs

DEMON PUBLIC DOMAIN

LIBRARY .

47 Hilton Avenue

Hall Green, Birmingham,

B98 OPE.

Look at

these  fantabuious

reasons to use Demon PD.

hat are you waiting for? 6o
on, be a Demon!

O evikeSary offe: e proe PO Uvoughot ke

Sorry!l

Presto News is latell
How could such a terrible thing

come to happen?
We investigate.

Excuses Excuses.
Everybod{ knows how it is, I suppose

it is part of human natvre You
know that {ou have e] to do
but you just keep putt it off untx

tomorrow, When you final ?y get around
to doing it, t ex‘e are a thousand
other things that require your
attention. Whenever you try to do the
Job, somethmg else crops vp.

The job.

ose that this is the main reason
for esto News arrwing over a week
late throu {ovr letterbox. About five
arted work l‘or Alfred Mc
cou sﬁ?t
some money to keep myse
essentials of a PD lxbramans lee
that is, stemps, discs, padde
envelopes, magazines, beer, mars bars
etc, as vell as the trivial thmgs like
food end board,

I leave for work each 635 at 7.9%9am
and don't retyrn until pm as you
can guess, this doesn't leaye me much
time to get on vith writing the
magagine, which now takes more time
then ever before becsuse the new
format allows even more info to be
packed into the pages.

On tot of these restnctlons I also
have to r library, which can

0CCUPY 8 1me on some nights,

.| .-es) ecxally vhen ?[ get swaps discs from

other libraries.
The foture.

. As of next month Presto News will be

a bi-month r azine, Take heart
though, it will include more pages than
ever before,

Sorry for any inconvenience ceused, I

hope you let me make it up to you.

Matt,

Subseribe!

Subscribel

Subseribe!

Have vou enjoyed this
issue of Presto
News?

if s0; why not treat
yourseif to a
subscription?

Subscription Rates:

2 issues = 1.20
3 issues - 2.80
4 issues = 3.70
5 issues = 4.60
6 issues = 5.50

This includes postage
and packing.

Normal pPrice for |
issue = 25p or
including P&p




NELPLINE.

Got a problem to do with your

CPC? lell this is the place to go.| th

Unfortunately this column is new S0
fm the only Helpliner this month.
If anyone else can offer their
services | would be glad to hear

from you.

I cen offer help in simple BASIC
rogramming, most aspects of Public
Bomam and vith desktop publishing
using Poverpage. 1f you've got a
problem using your 3.5 drive then I
can offer he g there too. I can also
help you with sny progrem in the
Presto PD Library.

Matt Gullam

1 Pembroke Close
The Mount
Cgrrnwell
PL24 2BT Tel (6726) 813684,

a4LL TIME
PD TO0P 10.

So, vhat is the best PD software to get
en? As ever here at Presto News we
supply you with the hard facts. Err
wvell, wve supply Yyou thh_totai
speculation and personal opinion. So
here it is.

1. Powerpage
2. Protext demo
ngth patches.)

. Hint Print Shop
4, GPaint
5. Anonymous artwork.
6. Croco Magneto
7. Drehdriss
8. Ispell
9, Eve o
10. The

shadows
emo.

CAUSE FOR CONCERN?

With new PD Bxaries cropping W Ke mushrooms, have we
reached a state of PD rary saturation?

Loadsa litraries.

In the last two weeks, no less then
three brand new PD libreries have come
to my attention. At first glance the
amount of new libraries peax)mgtmlght
seem to be a good thing. But is it?

Copy cats.,

Manz of the smaller new libraries
contain selections which are exact
copies of selections from major
libraries., Many of these selections
vere ordered under false pretences.
(ie. by not telling the PD librarien
that they wovld be included in another
library.)

This type of aquisition of PD takes
very little effort compered to the
lengths that some libraries eo to to
expand their catalogues, Most of the
larger libraries ungort PD from Europe,
others supplement their catalogue with
the librarian's oen programs.

A truly herd working PD librarian is
Er‘actlcelly glued, to his or her CPC
eyboard. The simple fact is that
running & PD llbrarz is practically a
full time job, Add fo this the added
pressures of svap?_mg / vrxtu,xtg' /
imorting and translating PD, or writing
a fanzine and the poor librarian is
rt*yn off his / her feet most of the
ime,

Lazy litrarians.

The new breed of PD librarian does not
conform to this work ethic. He thinks
that the PD scene owes him a living.
This is not true, you only get out what
i/pu put in., Every established PD
librarien knows that there is no money
in ronning @ PD library. In fact in
most cases theg are loss lpakx@g, Uhen
these nev fly by nichts find this out
they will cravl into a corner and die,
leaving behind them vnfuifilled orders
gnd engry customers, To _all these
geo le, gleese don‘t start, It is a job
est left to someone who cares.

Things you ought to know.

Production Method.

Presto News is produced mostly using
Robot PD's excellent Poverpage
Desktop Publishing Svite.

Graphics all come from Public Domain
sources and titles come from Mini
Print Shop. Some of the smaller
graphics come from MPS slso and ere
converted into Clip Art using
News-Lib.

All of this is done on & CPC 6128
ovtputting to @ Panasonic RX-P1176 9
pin printer.

Once the pages are printed, the mag
is then photocopied and stapled.

The Address.

Send all your comments,
letters, articles, adverts
and just about everything
else, to the following
address...

Presto PD Library
¢/0 Matt Gullam

| Pembroke Close
The Mount

ar
Cornwsll
PL24 2BT

Please include an SSAE if yov went a
reply. '

Aboot me.

A fewv people have ssked
abovt me, and what I am
like, As T seem the best
qualified person to talk
about me, here it is, the
rofile of your friendly

Librerign, Fanzine Editor and Cart

R R \\\)
RS
Nl G v

R ALY

" Swapping Librarian,

Full Name: Matthew James Gullam.

Age: 19

Height: 6' 2"

Hair: Red.

Eyes: 2

Occupetion: Student tsking a year off
before going to Higher Ed, Currently

vorking as a building site lsbourer to
make ends meet.

Qualifications: 14 GCSEs, 2 A levels, BSc
(Bronze Svimming Certificate.)

1q: 137

Fevourite TV : Red Dvarf, Star Trek
NG), Twin Peaks, - Soo Dvert. Ster ire

Favourite rock group: Rush.

Computing History: 1982 - TI 99 4/A, 1985
1 aAscorn Electron, 1986 - Amstrad CPC

Well, now that
about me, I'll
never sasked.

Credits and thanks.

The following people were instrumentsal in
getting this issve of Presto News to
you. I would like to thank sall of them,
so here goes.

ou all know a little bit
et you wished you had

Richsrd Fairhurst: Thanks for vritin
Powerpage, vithout which PN would loog
as it did last month,

Graeme Chesser, Martin Elliot, Edmund
Spicer and all other contributors.
Thenks for writing articles for Presto
News. Eeep it up.

Alfred McAlpine Construction: Thanks for
the vse of the photocopier.

To my girlfriend, thenks for being so
vnderstanding vhen I have kicked you
ovt of my house so that I can get on
and wvrite the mag.

as ba

Tim Blackbond: Thanks for inspiring me
to vse Powerpage, en anks for writing
Al. Keep up_alf the good work. The
inquisitor will most certainly NOT be
knocking on your door.

Fmally.

The next edition of Presto News,
the world's biggest magagzine that nobod
has heard of will be out around the 20
of June 1992.

I'm not going to give anything avsy
gbout what is going to be in it because
I don't know yet m¥self. Needless to say
it will be more of the same worthless

ash, Err, brilliantly informetive nevs
packed good read,

%:g&CPCing all of ybv.‘ Keep the faith

ers and sisters. YO!



Presto News read by 37 668 people.

Erm, well, actually Amstrad Action is
read by é?}g% people and it's got a
mention of Presto News in it,

The Public Image feature on CPC
fenzines did feafure this very organ
within its pages. What it _had to say
vas most encopra&mg. However Mr
Peters did mention €hat you '‘Don't get
meny words for your wonga." This was
due to the old sfyle Presfo News cut &
aste layout, Now that the mag 1is
overpaged your ‘wonga" buys you more
words than ever before, and its the
same price as before!

CPC Attack Shock. It's actwally good.

ACU's replacement CPC Attack has
finally hit the newsagent's shelves.
Yes, even here in sunny Cornwall.
Looi(mg_ through it gives a very
‘gamesy' impregsion, However, it is only
the games reviews that ere laid ovt in
this manner. Well done to editor Pat
Relly for keeping the serious elements
going.

Presto News goes bi-mamthly.

fes, I'm sorry to say, that Presto News
vill shortly become & bi-monthly
magazine. However, this isn't going to
heppen quite yet. The next issve will
be out in about a month, but the one
after that will come after two months.
The reason for the chan%e is the huge
gmount of vork involved with the FD
library, end producing the mag on @
DTP, which means more words.

The bi-monthly issves will have more
pages than ever befare. Currently I em
aiming for sbout 56, Whether or not I
o this without a price increase I
have ggt to find out. Let me knov what
gou think. You_cen give me your ideas
y writing to the vsvel address.

Alen Scully becomes a CPC 'recluse.

Yes, it's official. Alan Scully is no
longer the editor of CPC Domain. He
&gssed on the rtmmng_ of Scull SL to

aeme Chesser some fime ago, What is
this man going to do with his life? For
someone who has been so much 8 part
of the CPC PD scene these past few
zeex‘s, it seems rather strenge, So far
the onlJ possible explanations have
involved aliens taking over his body,
or that he's torned 16 bit. I'm not

can

_HOoLD THE BACK PAGE.

A the b that we ~forgolplus up to” the_minte: 1

sure which is worse to be honest. The
editor's job has been passed on to
Simon Werford.

Bho is Dr Bertraa X Fegg?

This strange character has had his
"Hov to run 8 PD librery" article
printed just sbout gver(%vhere. First it
was the Robot PD Disc Catalogue, then
Artificial Intelligence, gné nov
Amstrad Action. So, the bloke is famoys
nov, but vho is he really? Well, it's
certainly not likely to be Bruce
Forsyth, as the picture in AA
indicates. My guess is that this kin
of all sceptics is in fact Richar
Fairhurst of Robot PD, Well Richard,
are you going to own up?

Litrary reparts.

The news about the closure of Penguin
Software has been confirmed. We sre
sad to see it go, Good luck with
vhatever you sre doing next David.

The Robot PD news remains uncon firmed.
Richard Fairhurst is still CPCing away
as ever. His current plens include @
128k version of Powerpage, We can't
wait here at Presto, At last, less disc
accessing. The 64k version will be
found in it's entirety on the AA cover
tape next month. If you don't have the

Brogr‘an,dget a copy of AA, or write to
ichard direct. It really is the best
PD program ever.

Nev libraries open.

You know the old saying, /
closes, snother opens,” Well this is
especially true of li ies. Presto
News has recently hesrd of & load of
nev ones, including an adventoure
specialist and 2 demo specialists. More
nevs vhen I have written to them to
find out if they ere good guys or bad

ys, A current list of good gquys cen

e found in the Useful Addresses
section of this mag.

The End.

No, not really, but just the bgggining.
Presto News has msde it to issue &,
and it's bigger, bolder and brighter
than ever. Sounds like Persil
Avtomatic.

"As one door

See you all next month,
Matt
Gullem.

A



