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THE COMPUTER STORE
Tel, 021 770 @468

Trivial Pursuits Young Players Edition DISC £9.95
Trivial Pursuits Baby Boomer Edition TAPE £8.95

Little Computer People on DISC ONLY £2.99
The price of a blank disc!

Bomb Jack { and 2
Tape £3.99 Disc £5.99

We have a small selection of Infocom Adventures at £14.95

Book - Advanced User Guide Daniel Martin £8.50
Book - Mastering Machine Code on the Amstrad £8.95
Book - A Childs Guide to the Amstrad Micro 4,50

Tape Deck lead and Head cleaner for CPC 6128 only £19.95
Cassette Head Cleaners only 99p post free

New Navigator Joystick from Konix £14.99
Advanced Art Studio Disc £5 off only £19,95

Kids Play Compilation of 10 Games only £4.,95
Ten Great Games from Gremlin Only £6.95
The Computer Store
Unit 82 In shops,
2-8 Greenwood Way
Chelmsley Wood
Birmingham B37 5TL
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0.K. straight in vith an apology. Yes
this month 1 have “dried.™ No |
haven't gone all waterless and
crinkly. "Drying" is a condition that
occasionally effects people who have
to write a lot. When it happens, it
manifests itself thus:-

You sit down at the computer and
think ®"1'Il just finish off this
month’'s magazine by typing out the
lagt three pages of Thanx and Stuft®
(or something similar.) Fingers raised
over the keyboard you get set to turn
out reams and reams of prose when...
nothing happens. Yup, your fingers
hang in mid-air waiting for your brain
to engage, your eyes flick across the
monitor expecting to read the witty
text but your inspiration has gone to
sleep. You can't think of a single
thing to write. You have "dried."”

At first you try to make light of it
by telling yourselt it is only a
temporary hiatus, a glitch, a hiccup
in life's rich tapestry. Ten minutes
later your fingers (still poised) are
beginning to ache and you realise this
could be serious. You tell yourself
that what you need is a quick break
and vhen you get back to the computer
your inspiration will have returned.

So you go off and make yourself a

cup of a cup of coffee, water the
plants and feed the cat (an amazing
teat really considering the fact you
don’'t own one.) Having tootled around
tor a while you sit down at the
computer and try again only to find
that there is still nothing there.

It you are lucky the literary juices
start flowing again after a few hours.
It you are not sc lucky it may take a
couple of days before you get going
again. This is my fourth day and ['m
still waiting. So if this wmonth's
Thanx and Stuff seems a little
disjointed in places, you nov knov the
reason. Enough of my probleas let's
get going.

INTRO

Are you reading this after the 25th of
December? If you are then skip the
next paragraph.

Happy New Xmas and have a Merry Year
(or something like that.) Yup, that
time of the year is upon us again.
Xmas, The only time that you can say
"and you" to the next door neighbour
and get away with it.

WHOOPS
Sorry but you have gotten your copy of
WACCI a little later than | intended.
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The January issue was on a very tight
schedule anyway and my brain grinding
to a halt didn’t help wmatters. This
issue was posted only a few days
before Xmas and obviously that was too
late to guarantee it getting to you in
time for the festive season.

PRICE RISE

Due to increased costs, as from next
month the price of WACCI is going up.
The new subscription rates (including
free membership) will now be:-

Feb 1988 - UK+BFPO £1.25
issue Europe £1.88
Overseas £2.00

6 months - UK+BFPO £7.50
Europe £11.25
Overseas £15.00

12 months - UK+BFPO  £15.00
Europe £22.50
Overseas £30.00

This is the first price since the
magazine started over two years ago
and hopefully will be the last one for
the foreseeable future.

FSW RISE

For the same reason the 1ip per K
copying charge has also been increased
to 2p per K as from this issue. The
money that is raised by this service
helps subsidise the magazine.

REFRESHING NEWS
Vould you like a new printer ribbon
for 35p? Yes? Well | think | can help
you. it's not quite a new ribbon, in
fact it is the one that you already
have in your printer at the moment.
All you have to do 1is re-ink it. No
I'm not talking about a re-inking kit
or an expensive re-inking machine. The
product | talking about is a ribbon
re-inking spray called Refresh and is
made by Caspell Computer Services Ltd.
The spray 1is simplicity {tself to
use. It comes with a [little straw
attached (a la WD40 mode) to direct
the ink. All you have to do is pull
the cartridge out, prise the lid up,
give it a quick burst and leave it to
goak in for a while.

Vhat do the results look like? Judge
for yourself because you are currently
looking at them. Yes, ay printer
ribbon went dry at about the same time
may brain did. So it was out with the
spray and hey Tesco it was back to
normal. Why can't someone invent a
spray that does the equivalent of that
for the brain?

One can will re-ink about 25-30
ribbons and the RRP is £8.95. In the
usual tradition WACCI is selling
Refresh at £7.95 per can.

Pardon? Oh yes | nearly forgot about
DNP 2000 ribbons, thank you for
reminding me. Yes it will do DHP2000
ribbons but obviously they are a
little bit more fiddly. The good news
is that DMP2000 need only a tiny
fraction of the amount of spray that
cartridges do, so God only knows how
many times you will be able to re-use
one of those ribbons.

ASTROSUITE
I've taken out this program from The
FSW Library after a request from its
author Alastair Scott. He is a little
vorried that people might confuse it
vith his current
commercial  package
of the same name and [
not buy the more [5§ \
expensive version.
In fact he assures
me that the only
similarity
the Astrosuite in
the FS¥ Library and
the commercial
program is in the
name and the subject
matter

\

people get caught out by that one that
| thought 1'd better mention it.

ADDITIONS

Lots of new stuff in the CP/Mt PD
section this month. Most of it
consists of handy little routines that
can be included on your discs without
using up too much space. Here's a
quick description.

CLEANUP (3K)

A neat little utility which is small
enough to put on all your discs. It
offers much slicker file erasing and
typing without the need to keep
repeating command strings or loading
bigger file wmanagement programs such
as NSWEEP.

DISPLAY (5K)

Instead of watching text or ASCII
files flash past on the screen at an
unreadable rate, fiddling with CTRL S
or laboriously pressing ENTER until
you reach the part of a document that
you want to read, this program

displays a text file 24 lines at a
time. You can then move backwards or
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are pleased 1o announce the release of

I STOCK EDHTPDlI

a routine for CP/M+ Protext

FSW LIBRARY UPDATE

Firstly, before |
forget and before |
start to ramble on

This witl allow you to details of stock,
print detaiis, ‘print re-order
select stock by groups,
levels, egit stock cetails and work out
the value of stock held.

lists,
vpdate stock

about the new
programs, let me

B

this for oniy £15 |

quickly point out
that under CP/M+ the
ESCape key is
accessed by pressing

hand square bracket

e.g. "[. So many
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forvards through the file. -nP moves
back n pages, nP moves on n pages. -nL
moves back n lines and nL moves on n
lines. ENTER moves on to the next page
and E exits the progras.

SUPERZAP (27K)
This is a nice full screen interactive
disc update utility, providing many of
the features found in DU, one of the
earlier Public Domain sector editors.
The program is wmenu driven, and
little additional documentation is
required. The docusentation provided
consists of a functional overview,
plus notes on features not documented
in the menus. | wmust admit that | do
like this one but remember that tip
about “[ being the ESCape key.

DISCKITA (31K) is a general purpose
disk formatter and exerciser for CP/M+
on the Amstrad CPC6128, with one or
two disc drives. It also works on the
PCW 8256 and 8512 range as well.

It will format the usual data,
vendor and system formats, and the PCW
drive a: system format, and in
addition 5.25" drives as follows:

40 track s/s (180K)
40 track d/s (360K)
80 track s/s (360K)
80 track d/s (720K)
PCW 40 track d/s (360K)

PCW 80 track d/s (720K)

FILECHOP (6K)

Although primarily for breaking down a
lengthy text file into manageable
parts, for editing or forming into
other files, any program can be broken
up. It basically pertoras the opposite
to the PIP filel,file2 function.

MAKE (3K)

In normal use CP/M always assumes that
you wish to work with User Area 0. You
can hovever select a different user
area simply by typing in USER 1
[ENTER) USER 2 etc. The prompt will
then show the user area selected along
vith the familiar A> or B)>. Once in a
user area you can store and retrieve
tiles in the normal manner but you
cannot easily transfer files from one
area to another. MAKE simplifies the

operation using
the command: -
MAKE FILENAME 1

€EDNOTICEBORRD

ONE OHLY.. 4647664 TYPE

LIST (3K)
Iaprove the app-
earance and

read- ability of
printed listings
and text by
creating numbered
page breaks, left
margin  options
and heading or
date. Prints

E5Bk 5ilicon dist / MEMGRY

THIS 1S THE OK'TRONICS 236K SILICON OISC PACK
WHICH HAS BEEN IMOROVEN, BY THE ADOITION OF A
LINK, ALLOMING THE SELECTION OF SDISC OR 296K
NEMORY FUNCTION, SOFTMARE IS INCLUDED. LATEST
NEW PRICE 15 £149.95

lonLy £78]|

beginning and
ending at

ONE OHLY...6128 TYPE

specified pages
and scores the

CSEk MEMORY Pack - i MRFoVEd

end of each page
to clarify the

point of
perforation. All
variables are

proapted when the
program is run as
LIST (filenamel.

THIS IS THE OK'TRONICS UNIT, INDROVED BY THE FITTING
OF LINKS.SO THAT IT CAN BE USED AS A MEMORY OR
AS A SILICON OISC. MEMORY SOFTMARE 1S INCLUDED,
RAM ELECTRORICS summLy THE sn1sc Romaox AT £28,
OR ROM CHIP FOR ROMBOARDS AT £19,

LATEST NEW PRICE - £129.95

THIS UNIT

.............................................................

oMLY £635

PASSWORD (3K)

It is designed to protect only .COM
programs. You will be prompted for the
password. This should be no more than
six characters long (the program will
accept a longer one but you cannot use
it to access the program later). The
password program is CASE sensitive.
Every time you subsequently type in
the filename you will be asked to re-
enter the same password. Don't forget
it though. There is no known way to
remove the protection.

SCRAMBLE (2K)

This is similar to Password but
scrambles the contents of the file so
it can't be read off the disc using a
Sector Editor. Be extra careful with
this one.

VLIST (3K)

A variation on the standard TYPE
command which allows the user to
control the speed at which a text file
is scrolled up the screen. It is small
enough to include on all the discs
vhere you often need to read the text
tiles. The options available are:-

L Slowest Speed

K 2 times faster

J 4 times faster

H Same speed as normal TYPE
S Stop listing

C Exit to CP/M

These may be activated at any time
during the listing.

HELP WANTED

Norman Buxton wants to contact someone
who can help him with EBasic. If you
feel that you can provide this service
for a fellov club nmember, please get
fn touch with me so | can pass on his
telephone nuaber to you.

END BIT

Sigh. | must be catching Auntie John's
tavorite condition, depression. Five
days to write three pages, what is the
world coming to? Sigh. Anyway it's all
tinished nov and before | go away to
stick my head in a bucket of
fertilizer, it only remains for me to
vish you a very merry Xmas and a very
WACCI new year from wmyself, Joolz and
all the WACCI contributors. Tarrraa.
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BROS DROSS

Thanks for issue 26. | received it
early but had difficulty removing the
free 6128 and colour wmonitor from the
cover.

When is KP going to come out of the
cioset and declare the name of the
tune, in his 1issue 25 composition:?
['ve piaved it through several times
and | can't make anv sense of it at

ali. (It's not Bros oy any cnance:) PS
thanks ror the HI[DI[ feature.
Probiem time: ASCII to Easic. | nave

3 luk Basic programme that has been
converted to ASCI1 for beautifying in
a word processor. The original file
nas been tost and only the ASCII
remaing. Does anyone know of a method

of utliity wnicn wili convert tnis

masterpiece of programming to Basic.
It is either that, or print out the
ASCIl file anda type it all back in

again and that appeals to me about as
such as reading through back fssues of

ACH,

¢k 1s paring his all tnot a pretty

signte 1n this issue’s Compo Corner.
10U snouid pe  apie 1o convert the

ASCiD tiie vack Lo basic si&ply by

saving 1t 3s  "Fliename.pas" from

wltntn tne word processar., -ed.

BOXING CLEVER
Here is vet

aadition to "Fiaving witn Frotext." |
wrote fo vou  apbout resetting the

3nother addition to my

screen cnaracters after ooing |oH
poxes with an "unbox.bas" program. |
then said this invoivea saving the
vorking tife rirst., then quitting
Frotext. running "unbox.bas" caliing
Protext again ano reloading tne file.
in ract, it was prodbabiy quicker to
reset and run "disc.”

['m sure vou spotted tne geiiberate
mistake. It you rirst swap the working
file 1nto the second pank ‘utri-1), it

running
"unbox.bas.™ This avoids saving and
reloading the file and makes the whole

will be unaffected by

process quite rapid: (Ctrl-Y]l (ESC)
{q) [run"unbox.bas]l ([Ctri-f7 or IF]
(ESC] and (Ctrl-Y] gets you back to
where you started.
Sorry about the fits and starts but
I thought of this, riding may bike back
from work, today. | was listening to
hitered Images. from an old John Peel
programme, at the time. | think the
world should be told.
Peter Ceresole
London

DISC SWAPPING

| should be wvery grateful for your
advice on a projected purchase ot a
second disc drive. My Amstrad started
off as a standard CPCabs to which |
first added a DDI-1 disc drive,
folloved by a 64K expansion and the
0128 chip.

VACCI
59 THE GREEN
TWICKENHAN

TW2 STU i

[ have recently been wusing a prograam,
wnich involves constant swapping of
discs, on a single drive set-up and
this, coupled with the excessively
high cost of 3" discs. (even from
VACCl. ) nas maoe me think seriousiy
about a second drive. The alternatives
appear to be:-
1 FDI-1 3" drive
2 KDS 5.25" drive with software on
RAMSDUS. ROMSDOS or RODOS.
3 Siren Software 3.5" drive with
similar software.
Could vou give me vour recoamendations
on the pros and cons of each of these
three alternatives and also identity
the difterences between single and
double sioed discs and the various
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densities of the discs.
P W Race

Cheshire

«(Kead Phil Craven's review of Siren's
new 3.5" disc drive in this issue and
then make your mind up from that. I'[l
say no more than | think a second
drive, albeit 3", 3.5" or 5.25" ig
very useful -Ed.»>

SUCCESS
| have finally got round to letting
you know how | fared with CP/M Disc S.

After some initial hiccups, (i.e.
not being able to get the tabs to work
in VDE.COM)  everything has  gone
brilliantiy.

i thought that | would get my kids
in on the act, so enclosed is an
already data format disc, along with
ay order for some PD software.

| apoiogise for sending back the
same Jiffy bag, but [ don't have any
others at the moment, 1t will have to
be gealed with some gellotape or
staples.

J. Hadtield
Cleveland
<<lon"t apoioglse about re-using the
Jifry bags, they are meant to be used
a few times before they ascend to that
great bubble bag in the sky. All | ask
is that you seal it with tape instead
of staples, it saves the wear and tear
on my tender hands -Ed.s>

STARRY EYED
Please find enclosed an order for
Model Universe by Arnor.

Betore you even think it, | am aware
that this has nothing to do with the
Blessed Alastair and Astrosuite.

S. Harris
Cheadle

<< didn't say & word Stan -Ed.»



VDE.COM

PICTURE PALACE

The enclosed listing wmay prove 3
better solution to Peter Campbell’s
problem than that given in November's
Fair Comment. It avoids the striped
effect normally shown by a loading
screen. It uses the firmware call, SCR
Set base to alternate the screen
between %4000 and &C000.

Thanks to you all at WACCI. keep up
the good work.

10 REH #xxxxxxx Display ¥sxssxsx
15 REM a picture show for disc users
20 REM mode to suit pics
40 MODE O:MEMORY &3FFF:CLS
50 CALL &BC07.&C0
80 READ a$ :IF a$="\" THEN GOTO 140
ELSE LOAD a$,&4000:CALL &BCO7, %40
100 READ as:[F a$="\" THEN GOTO 140
ELSE LOAD a$,&C000:CALL &BCO7,4CO
110 GOTO 80
140 CALL &BB18: RESTORE: :GOTO 50
150 DATA Ist pic, 2nd pic,
3rd pic, \:REM etc
A R Payne
Staines

A BUGLET

| have included Disc Henagerie I, as
ay previous copy had a slight bug,
vhich | hadn't seen reported in WACCI.
After selecting Amsdos commands and
then drive B, | get "Bad command" in
the window. | find the FSW prograas,
vhich | have obtained from you, very
useful indeed, with NSWP being the

"daddy" of them all.
F. Frost
Scarborough

<<Yes | get the sgame littie "feature®
occurring with my copy. Perhaps when
Alastair Scott reads this he might
fron it out -Ed.)»

A LARGE FAN
When the Glenn at Large column first
appeared in WACCI, | was one of its

critics. Now, however, having watched
it mature with incredible speed, from
{ts awkward beginnings to its present
lucid and funny (hint, Steve) selt, |
would like to register as a fan.
Reterence to John Ridge's "A Passing

Thought® colusn: Children are no less
intefligent  than adults. The
difference between the two is one of
experience. Place both {n a situation
where all previous reference points
are invalid and the advantage goes to
the child. Minor point though this is,
it is a generally held misconception.
John Hilton
Bristol

<{As a teacher herself, Joolz says she
agrees with your second point but then
she has yet to meet Glenn Carey -Ed.))

¥ACCI
59 THE GREEN
TWICKENHAN
T¥2 5TV

SOUNDING OUT
In answering John Sholicar wanting to
connect his 'pooter to a hi-fi, he
needs a lead with a 1/8th inch stereo
jack plug at the Amstrad end, and two
phono plugs or a 5-pin din plug at the
hi-ti end. Such leads can be made up
by Strachan Electronics of
9 Croall Place,
Leith Walk,
Edinburough
EH7 4LT.
Alternatively, a lead with the 1/8"
jack plug at one end and 2 phono plugs
at the other can be found at your
local Tandy, code 42-2475, price £2.49
for a 39" lead, or code 42-2481, price
£2.79 for a 79" lead. Hope this helps.
Re: "Mad Mick" Madden's request for
COBOL help, If he hasn't already done
so, an essential purchase is Mastering
Cobol Programaing by R.Hutty, in the
Macmillan Master Series, which is as
close to an idiot's guide as you're
likely to see in print.
D. Dunmore
Harpenden

PASS THE PRUNES

i would like to know if 1t is possible
to pass variables from Basic to
Promerge Plus and back. | have a

number of things 1 would like to be
able to do.

1) Promerge plus only supports maths
functions to two decimal places. |
would like to use Basic floating point
maths in Promerge Plus documents. e.g.

SV pi = 3.14159

SV volume = pi * B.3456 * 67.999909
The answer is given as 1782.32, |

would like 1782.85245 for accuracy.

2) 1 would like to pass integer
randon variables into Promerge Plus
prograas.

3) | would like to assemble a
Protext document from within a Basic
program, Has anyone done any of this
already? | would be most interested to
hear before embarking on this task
myself. As | have just started
learning machine code, this could
prove very difficult for me.

For reterence, [ have CPC6128 and
FD1 with a Rombo containing Protext
vi.1, Promerge Plus v1.07, Prospell
vi.1, Utopia vi.25, Maxam v1.5.

David Scott
London

((It's very difficult to answer your
questions David because | am not too
sure what you are attempting to do.
What sort of program are you trying to
write? Without a bit more information
it is hard for me to be of any help to
you. Write back and tell me more. In
the meantime the answers are:

1) You can't, CPC Protext only works
to two decimal places.

2) 1'm not too sure but | think this
would involve calculating them in
Basic, storing them in an ASCII file,
booting up Promerge and then reading
the file. A bit long winded though.

3) What do you mean by "assemble:"
Areyou thinking in the machine code
gense of the word? This leads back to
my original point -Ed.>>

A PASSING THOUGHT

At various times there have been
discussions about the place of humour
in WACCI. Some sober-minded souls
have declared themselves to be against
{t. Other members of more frivolous
disposition have expressed the
opposite view. At least, | think
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they have. They might have been only
joking, of course. [ wonder if | may
be permitted to throw my own opinions
into the arena of debate.

| have only met two other members of
WACCI. One fs the founder and ex-
editor, Jeff WValker, and the other
happens to be my youngest daughter
Joanna. As for the remaining several
hundred members, well, | imagine that
some are female and others male, some
still at school and others retired,
and that their interests vary
enormously. The one thing all of us
have in common is that we own Amstrad
CPC computers, or would like to do so.
It is that which persuaded us to
becose members in the first place.

The prime function of WACCI wmust
surely be to cater for the one
interest we all share, regardless of
age, sex or status in life, by
imparting information  about CPC
computers and the uses to which they
can be put.

That, however, makes WACC!I into no
more than a computer magazine. As
such, it has to stand comparison with
the more glossy magazines available on
the newstands. Does it contain as
nuch useful information as they do,
including the advertisements which
tell us what is available for Amstrad
users? Living, as | do, in foreign
parts, | cannot answer that question,
so | must leave it for you to decide.

WACCI claims to be more than a
magazine. It is also a club, that is
an association of people wunited by a
common interest. Despite the odd
attempt to hold meetings in Uxbridge
in  the past, the geographical
distribution of members makes personal
association virtually impossible.
The magazine. therefore, must serve as
a substitute tor face-to-face contact.
It should provide facilities for us to

discuss matters concerning our
computers, to ask questions and
express opinions. It 1{is the nearest

thing we have to a club-house.

Had we numbered a mere handful, then
it would have been possible to get to
know one another on a personal basis
through the pages of WACCI. We could
have told one another about our jobs,
our families, our children and the

Alas, it is impossible to
hundred people

rest of it.
get to know several
that intimately.

Arising from this there is a danger
which | think should be avoided.
Although most of us must remain
strangers, united only by the one
interest, it 1is possible for small
groups of nmembers to form closer
friendships. That is fine so long as
any such small groupings do not torm
cliques within WACCI, leaving the
majority of members to feel excluded.
It is not desirable, | suggest, for
the magazine to serve as a vehicle for
the members of such small groups to
exchange "in" jokes or refer to
activities to which the other members
are not privvy. I think [ have
detected such a tendency a few times.
The culprits know who | mean, | dare
say. Let all members be equal, and
not have some members more equal than
others.

WACCI
59 THE GREEN
TWICKENHAN
TW2 5TV

Vhat has all the foregoing to do with
humour in WACCI? Clearly, nothing.
In a club dedicated to the exchange
of information about CPC computers,
humour has no place whatsoever. Mark
Twain observed that a German joke is
no laughing matter. Neither is an
Amstrad computer. All the same, [ can
see no reason to refer to it with
solemnity and reverence all the time.
By all means, let us
occasional lightness of touch or even
jokes. | would add one or two
provisas, though.

You may have had the misfortune to
come across one of those books which
describe the workings of a computer in
terms of chewing-gum and elastic-
bands, or what {is almost as bad,
explains everything by using cartoon
figures. American authors are
particularly prone to sugar what they
judge to be difficult pills to swallow

have the -

FOR WACCI PHONE 01-886 1080

by resorting to such artifices. |
find the practice abominable. The
books wmay contain auch useful
information, but just try finding it.
You have to hack your way through all
the irrelevancies to get at it. Such
books would be halt the length and
tuice as wugeful without the candy-
floss, if you will excuse the slight
change of metaphor.

Similarly, useful information in
WACCI can be obscured if the author of
an article does not separate the
serfous content from his attempts at
humour, or indeed from anything else
that i3 not really germane to the
subject matter. Certainly, the two
may be mixed, but it should be made
possible to distinguish the one from
the other at a glance.

People's sense of humour varies
enormously. Personally, | find
nothing funny at the mention of
bifurcated undergarments of feminine
attire or references to that part of
the anatomy which points skywards when
one stoops to pick daisies. | might
have done when | was {2, but not now.
Still, some do, so for their benefit,
and to show how broad-minded | am. |
say knickers and bum. It may be
juvenile, but it is unlikely to cause
much of fence.

[ think. though, we need to be a
little careful, what may be humorous
to one person may leave another cold.
In that case, no great hare is done.
But someone else might feel it
breaches the bounds of good taste or,
even worse, is downright offensive.
We may live in an age when most of the
old taboos have  been largely
torgotten, but we should not confuse
freedom with license. Just as
treedon of speech does not give us the
right to shout "fire®™ in a crowded
theatre, the treedom of expression we
now enjoy should not be abused.

By all means, let us have lavatory
humour and obscene jokes in the right
sort of company, and let us poke fun
at religion and politics in the
presence  of atheists and the
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apolitical.  Remember. though, that
meabership of WACCI is open to
everyone. including puritans, prudes,
people whose religious faith remsains
intact in this secular age and those
who take politics in deadly earnest.
Why upset them for the sake of a cheap
foke? It could lose the club
members,

WACCL. I gsuggest, is not the right
setting for Rabelaisian  humour.
Jocular references to condoms seem to
be popular. but | fail to see any
connection with computers or
computing. As subject wmatter for
jokes, they are totally out of place
in a computer magazine. if someone
is incapable of finding anything more
relevant to iaugh at. then his sense
of husour aust be pathetic.

Animadversion is alien to an amiable
soul like myself, so [ hope no one
will take mv remarks too personally.
They are only amy private opinions, and
| may be a minority ot one. | am
certainly not poking an accusing
finger at our esteemed editor.
Obviously he does not see his role as
being that of censor and arbiter of
good taste, and quite rightly so too.

Provided club unity is not
jeopardfsed by us attacking each other
in the pages of WACCI, and so long as
he guards against possible libel
actions or prosecution under the
Obscene Publications Act, he 1is more
or iess obliged to publish the letters
and articles he receives. The whole
tone of  WACCI is the joint
responsibility of all members.

VACCI
59 THE GREEN
TWICKENHAN
TV2 STU

Having declared avself in favour of
certain types of  humour. {f not
others. | would like now to wmake a
plea for moderation.

In Personal Computer Worid there is
a teature called Directory of User

Groups. In it WACCI is described as
being "great fun." I tind the
description damning rather  than

complimentary, yet | am bound to admit
that it is not entirely unjustified.
Can we not order things between us so
that MHr Rupert Steele will feel
obliged to say that WACCI is essential
reading for all CPC users besides
being great fun?  The anti-humour
lobby may hold somewhat extreme views,
but they may also have a valid point.
John Ridge
Norway

<¢Sigh, here we go again. However
eloquently stated, it's still the same
old argument.

Last year we wheeled out the WACCI
survey forms and asked readers what
they thought. The results were clear.
No games reviews, more technical
articles and more reviews. Readers
also voted that the level of humour
vag O0K. The wmagazine format was
subsequently changed slightly to
accommodate the results and it was
hoped that the oid argument had been
nailed once and for all.

The steadily rising membership
figures are the only evidence [ need
to tell me that WACCI has the correct
overall balance. But what do other
people think? Next month 1'll be
vheeling out the survey forms once
again so that everyone has a chance to
have their say -Ed.»>

|

’ FOR WACCI PHONE 01-898 1090

WHAT THE!!!!

Where did you get your exclamation
mark purging device from? ['m
referring to my latest "Bankman"
article. Every ! has been syste-
matically removed. What is worse is
that in some cases they have not been
replaced by a full stop but have just
been lopped straight off with an axe,
leaving sentences ending ending like
this Here is a selection of !'s so you
can make up the deticit in a future

| realise that a surfeit of !'s leads
to the Zap! Bang! Pow! (or should that
be Zap Bang Pow) style of the tabloid

press, but having none at all is even
worse, and wmakes text strangely
lifeless. This problem is not confined
to WACCI: my ACU articles are also
divested of their 's as goon as they
pass through the Brentwood letterbox.
What have people got against the poor
maligned little !?
Alastair Scott
Edinburgh

<<One heck of a lot. The humble little
exclamation mark (or screamer as we,
fn the know, call thes) is a pretty
unnescessary part of the English
language as well as looking ugly.

It text is well written readers
should be able to make up their own
mind about where to put the emphasis
ingtead of being told where it goes.
At best a screamer turns a statement
into an apology at {ts worst it
insults the reader’'s intelligence. The
same goes for BLOCK lettering. [talics
should be enough for any emphasis
required.

This is a small part of the unsung
duties of an editor. Other things |
love to hack out are:-

1) The word "just." Except when used
to discuss the verdict of a court it
is a meaningless, overworked word used
to pad sentences out. "Only" is nearly
as bad.

2) Commas placed directly before
"and" or "but" (incorrect grammar.)

3) Numbers 1! to 10 when wused in
place of the written equivalent.

Hehe, so the Editor of ACU dislikes
screamers as much as | do? What a
coincidence. | think you should give
up swimming against the tide and STOP
USING THEM!!!! -Ed.>»>

WHOOPS
Thank you for printing my letter in
the December issue regarding my
problem with JRT Pascal. The program
you printed had a full stop in line
seven eg 7: end. In fact the listing |
sent you omitted the full stop which
was the cause of the problea.
John Shaw
Vargrave on Thames

((Automatic error correction -Ed.>>
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STEPHEN "SCOOP" GRAINGER TAKES A NOT SO SERIOUS LOOK AT THE NEWS.

AMSTRAD BUY UP XMAS
kumours are now rife within the
{ndustry that Xmas is about to be
bought out by a major British
Consumer Electronics company that
is thought to be Amstrad itself.
It is thought that Amstrad have
aimost half the shares in Xmas and
that by next year the coapany will
have a controlling majority.

It has been known for quite some
time that Xmas has been in
financial trouble. Only last year,
Santa Claus, managing Director of
Xmas PLC. was quoted as saying
"Since Rudolf was put out to stud,
the bills for light bulbs have
been astronomical."

Ho ho ho?
The paticularly seasonal trading
ot Xmas PLC has also been pin
pointed as one of its major
problems and certainly one that
Amstrad will be hoping to put
right, possibly by staggering Xmas
trade by allocating Xmas day to
difterent months for different
parts of the country.

If this is the case it is
expected that it will be Brentwood
that will retain the traditional
25th December date.

In line with Amstrad's usual
policy ot packaging together
several separate products to

produce an overall package. It is
expected that by that early in the
next decade Xmas will be available
with built in Easter and Shrove
Tuesday. In the City, rumours are
rife that Bernard Matthews has
already been contacted about the
possibiiity of breeding turkeys in
the shape of eggs.

A pudding?
Sinclair Research have been
brought back to life to look after
Xmas Pudding Research and
Development Ltd, (a subsidiary
company of Xmas PLC.) An inside
source is quoted as saying that
they have aiready started work on
the next generation of Xmas
Puddings which will probably use
the new Wafer technology. This
development will probably make
them taste slightly drier than the
current Xmas Pudding. As with all
Sinclair Research Products, orders
can be placed now but deliveries
are unlikely before the turn of
the century.

As would be expected, the buy
out of Xmas PLC has caused
controversy among the various
religions. The Bishop of Durham
denied that Xmas day actually
existed and claimed that "it is
only the way that some people like
to interpret the 25th December".

Pope Jean-Paul I, when contacted
about the situation, said that he
lived in italy and that his fridge
was a Zannusi.

However, not everybody is
against the takeover. A spokesman
for the Conservative party said
that "For far too long Mr.Claus
has had a monopoly on Xmas. The
consumer should be allowed to
choose what sort of a Xmas he/she
vants and what time of year they
want it."

It is expected that if and when
Amstrad do take over the current
management will be laid off and
Alan Sugar himself will head the
company and in doing so will
become the next Father Xmas. When
contacted about the story Mr. Alan
Sugar was quoted earlier today as
saying "Bah Humbug."

FREESCAPE FPYRAMIDS
First there was Driller, acclaimed

as a major breakthrough by the
computer press in general and
amassing the highest ever total in
the old WACCI reviews, then came
DarkSide, a improvement over
Driller in many areas,
particularly gameplay, it once
again collected the highest
accolades, now comes the sequel to
the sequel and the question
everybody is asking themselves is
can it go one better than
DarkSide?

The answer on first glance is
that the latest Freescape
developaent, Total Eclipse, has
indeed improved on the original
(and the sequel come to that.) Not
only is it the biggest Freescape
game yet but it also contains
many new features such as
tripwires, hidden trap doors,
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pressure pads etc.

Set in Egypt in 1930, you face
your hardest task to date. You
have two hours before a total
eclipse will appear over the
shrine of the sun God Re. Now Re,
being a bit grumpy, doesn't like
his sun being blocked out during
daylight hours and if it does he
will probably blow up the moon,
causing a disruption in the
ecological balance and plunging
civilisation into a second ice
age and generally annoying
everybody. Armed with only a gun,
a watch, a water bottle and your
trusty compass your mission is to
destroy the shrine before the
eclipse sets in,

Total Eclipse has been written

by Incentive's in house programming
team, Haior Developments and

should be in the shops well in

time for Xmas priced at £9.95 on
cassette and £14.95 on Disc.

CHARITY-SOFT FOU

Following the success of previous
charity compilations The industry
is hoping to get together once
more within the coming month to
sort the details of the next
coapendiua which will be put
together early in the new year.

Soft Aid (1985), 0ff the Hook
(1986) and Kids Afd (1967) have
raised nearly half a amillion
pounds between them (although
almost three quarters of {t came
from the original Soft Aid.)

It is expected that most of the
big software houses such as Ocean,
US Gold, Elite, and Telecomsoft
are iikely to donate games for the
compilation. It is also hoped that
the computer press will donate
advertising space in order that it
should receive good publicity

without effecting the profits.

The charity that has been chosen
to benefit this year is the
National Autistic Society, which
follows the trend of recent years
of choosing a charity that effects
the younger generation. At present
it is hoped that the compilation
will be released by March,
although nothing has yet been
confirmed.

CONNODORE™?

If you have been watching ITV over
the last month or so it is likely
that you will have seen the
current advert for the CBM Amiga
500. If you haven't then let me
explain: 90% of the advert is taken
up with a digitised plane flying
over a digitised background, with
super hi-res graphics and such
high speed that it is difficult to
imagine how any computer with less
processing power than a Cray 2
could cope. An Amiga 500 would
never get anywhere near this sort
of standard.

However, during all this action
a voice over is saying how
wonderful the graphics
capabilities of the Amiga are. Get
the picture?

Imagine a kid of fourteen or so,
never having been particularly
interested in computers, then
suddenly he sees on his telly a
computer that is superior in all
ways to the arcade machines down
the local shopping centre and
decides he wvants one for Xmas.

Come Xmas morning he opens up the
computer Santa brought, realises
that the advert was a con and
looses all interest in computing.
Meanwhile Commodore continue to
rake in the profits.

Obviously | wasn't the only one
to see it like this and as such
Commodore was brought up in front
of the IBA to explain what they
vere up to. They explained the
advert as follows "TV viewers are

SUPPORT
YOUR
CLUB

PLEASE
MENTION
HACCT
WHEN
REPLYING
TO

ADVERTS

seeing what the machine itself
thinks it is displaying and not
what it {s actually sending down
the RGB lines.® A less than
charitable observer commented that
vhen translated into real English
that sentence actually means "Yes,
we know that the ad it a total

con but {f we run it we will sell
loadssa computers and make a huge
profit - please find enclosed in
this envelope £10000 in used bank
notes”.

But this is not all, Commodore
then went on to explain that the
real operational screen of the
game is seen when the advert cuts
back momentarily to a child
playing the game. What they didn’t
mention was that this particular
shot {s visible for approximately
only half a secand, in addition
the screen the game is being
played on takes up only about 5%
of the screen and even then the
child playing the game is
obscuring most of the view.

Plans to go ahead with the new
Skoda commercial are now being
made. It will show a man driving a
Rolls Royce (as this it what he
thinks he would rather be driving,
although not actually what he is
driving.)
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KEEP YOURSELF OCCUPIED OVER THE HOLIDAYS WITH THOMAS HARDMAN'S TYPE-IN

Yipppeeee. At last the thing you've
been eagerly waiting for all year has
arrived. No, | do not mean Xmas. [ was
referring to part six of the Good
Vibrations series, (humph!)

-000000000-

Xmas, as you have just pointed out, is
nearly upon us once again so ['ve
included a program that makes your
Arnold play a crimbo carol that will
amaze your friends and relatives. Not
only that but this month I['m also
going to give a brief explanation of
the DATA command. Impressive en?

DATA PROTECTION

Data commands are the biggest boon to
computer users since the invention of
the on/oft gwitch. The clever little
things allow you to type in a line of
numbers instead of ten to fifteen
lines of SOUND commands. There are
three other cosmands which we'll need
to use in conjunction with the DATA
command. These are the READ, FOR and
NEXT commands.

Type in and run the tiny program in
rig 1. to see how the commands work.
Typpink urrrors peraitting, you shouid
have heard eight notes play on the
lert speaker. They should have started
high and then gone lowver.

The tirst tour lines -ot the program

10 FOR tune=t TO 8

20 READ reference,tone,duration,
volume

30 SOUND reference, tone,duration,
volume

40 NEXT tune

50 DATA 1,100,50,15,1,200,50,15,1,
300,50, 15, 1, 400,50, 15, 1,500, 50,
15,1,600,50, 15, 1,700,50, 15,1,
800, 50, 15

fig 1.
are the lines which tell the coaputer
to read the DATA lines and then play
them. In these first four lines you
never need to change any commands or
nuabers with two notable exceptions,
which are:-

(1) If the tune you wish to program
has more than or less than eight notes
you have to take away the eight at the
end of line 10 and put the number of
notes you want the c01pUter to play.

(2) If you want to wuse ENV or ENT
coamands in your program. This being
the case, commands lines 20 and 30
will look like this:-

20 READ reference, tone,duration,
volume, env, ent

30 SOUND reference,tone,duration,
volume, env,ent

Surprise surprise, if you want to use
the ENV only, lines 20 and 30 will
change to:-

volume,env
30 SOUND reference, tone,duration,

I
E 20 READ reterence, tone,duration,
t
| volume,env

Amazingly enough if you only want to
use the ENT command then lines 20 and
30 will look like this:-

|

f 20 READ reference, tone,duration,

| volume,ent

30 SOUND reference, tone,duration,
volume,,ent

If you are going to use the ENT and/or
ENV commands make sure you put the
ENV/ENT command lines betore the FOR
command. Line 50 marks the start of
the DATA command lines.

Try imagining that the numbers after
the DATA command in our example are in
grouped into sets of four. The first
nusber in the set of four is the
reference number of the note, the
second fg the tone, the third is the
duration and the tourth 1is the volume
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of the note you want to play.

If you had used an ENV or an ENT
comsand yvou would have to imagine that
the numbers are in groups of five, the
firth number being either the ENV or
the ENT coamand.

But if you used both the ENV and the
ENT commands the numbers would be in
groups of six and the fifth number
would be the ENV command and the sixth
number would be the ENT command.

If you still finding it difficuit to
use the DATA command after all this
imagining, there are many books that
have a lot more space to give a more
detailed explanation. Whizz down to
your local library and speak nicely to
the librarian.

Once you have got the hang of using
the DATA comeand you should be able to

transforms most tunes into programs.

THE SOUND OF MUESLI

One situation that sometimes arises
when programming a piece of music
occurs when two notes, which are the
same, coincide (as in fig 2.) To hear
vhat | am rambling on about, try
typing in this proglet:-

10 SOUND 1,142,50,15
20 SOUND 1,142,50,15

When you run it you will hear one note
lasting for two seconds instead of two
notes lasting for one second each as
you'd expect. A problem? No way Jose.
To get around this particular

10 REM Silent Night

30 FOR music=1 TO 95

60 NEXT music
70 REM "The Music Data lines"

20 REM (c) WACCI and T J (COOL) HARDHMAN 1968

40 READ reference, tone,duration,volume
50 SOUND reference, tone,duration,volume

80 DATA 1,159,75,13,4,379,75,13, 1, 142, 25, 13, 4, 358, 25, 13, 1, 159, 50, 13, 4, 379,50

fig 3.

,13,1, 180,150, 15, 4, 478, 150, 15

90 DATA 1,159,75,13,4,379,75,13, 1,142, 25, 13, 4,358, 25, 13, 1, 159, 50, 13, 4, 379, 50
,13,1,190, 150, 15, 4, 478, 150, 15

100 DATA 1,106,100, 13, 4,319,102, 13,1, 106,5,0,1,106,50, 13, 4, 253,53, 13, 1,127,
150,15, 4,319, 100, 15, 4,358, 50, 15

110 DATA 1,119, 100,13, 4,379,102, 13,1,119,5,0,1,119,50,13, 4,319,53,13, 1,159,

150,15, 4, 239, 150, 15

120 DATA 1,142,100, 13, 4,358, 100, 13, 1, 142,5,0, 4,358, 5,0, 1, 142, 50, 13, 4, 358,
50,13 .

130 DATA 1,119,75,13,4,288,75,13,1,127,25, 13,4, 319, 25, 13, 1, 142,50, 13, 4, 358,
50,13

140 DATA 1,159,75,13,4,379, 150, 13, 1, 142, 25, 13, 1, 159,50, 13, 1, 190, 150, 15, 4, 478
,150,15

150 DATA 1,142,100, 13, 4,358,100, 13, 1, 142,5,0, 4, 358,5,0, 1, 142,50, 13,4, 358,50
13

160 DATA 1,119,75, 13,4, 284,75, 13,1,127,25,13,4, 319,25, 13, 1, 142,50, 13, 4, 358
,50,13

170 DATA 1,159,75,13,4,379, 150,13, 1, 142, 25,13, 1, 159,50, 13, 1,190, 150, 15, 4,
478,150, 15

180 DATA 1,106,100, 13, 4,319,102, 13,1, 106,5,0, 1, 106,50, 13, 4, 253,53, 13

190 DATA 1,89,75,13, 4,213,100, 13,1, 106, 25,13, 1,127,50, 13, 4, 319,50, 13

200 DATA 1,119, 150, 15, 4, 358, 100, 15, 4, 319, 50, 15, 1,95, 150, 15, 4, 239, 150, 15

210 DATA 1,119,50,13, 4,318, 150, 13, 1, 159,50, 13, 1,190, 50, 13

220 DATA 1,159,52,13,4,319,5,0, 4,319, 150, 13, 1,179,53,13, 1,213,50, 13,1,
239,300, 15, 4, 379, 100, 15, 4, 426, 100, 15, 4, 478, 100, 15

"feature" you simply put an extra line
into the program, one which plays a
note for about a tenth of a second but
doesn’'t have any volume so you can't
hear it. Type it in this way and hear
the difference the extra line makes.

10 SOUND 1, 142,48,15
20 SOUND 1,142,5,0
30 SOUND 1,142,47,15

Note that line 10 has a duration of 48
and that line 30 13 now set to 47.
This is so that the bar still adds up
to two seconds and the tune still runs
in sync (Sync? Whoops, Don’t Panic.
It's only a word that we in the
"muso-biz" use to replace the "harder
to spell"™ word - syncronisation. Don't
ask me what it means, try looking it
up in a dictionary) Another way to
make sure that the tune runs in "sync"
fs to add tive to the bass line as |
have done in the listing (fig 3.)

# |
7 & 1
D]
fig 2.
BINGLE JELLS

You will enjoy the carol (believe me
you will.) But don't forget to take
extra-special care typing in all those
data lines. If you start entering it
in today, you should just about have
it ready in time for Christmas Eve.

That's about all [ have for you now.
I do hope you have enjoyed Part Six of
Good Vibrations. Till we meet again in
Part Seven, remember those immortal
words from Shaking Willy's skit called
"Twelfth Night", Act One, Scene One:
"[f music be the food of love, someone
turn the stereo up quick."
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STUFFING A 3" DISC WITH B0OK OF INFO MAKES IT BLOATED. PHIL CRAVEN EXAMINES AN ALTERNATIVE.

All right, so Santa Claus doesn't
realiy exist out, Just rtor 3 while,
['m going to pretend that he does and
that ne gave me this wonderful littie
3" disc drive. which |  have
connected to my CPC system as drive B,
tor Christmas. Why so wondertul? Up to
BGUK o1 storage capacity on a single
tl aisc is pretty wondertul, isn't it?
And that's without having to turn
the disc over.

0000000

BACK TRACKING
The 3'2" drive. offered by Siren
Software. is the first to be sold
specifically tor the CPC and to be
honest, until | saw and tried it, |
wasn't at all botherea whether one was
avallaoie or not. | was perfectly
happy with 3 5';" tor backups and
archives, but this littie cutie has
stoien ay heart.

For a start 1t's oniy one inch high
due to the use of ultra modern surtace
mount technology. In its case it
measures 4" x 6" x 1'5" and sits
perfectly on top ot the internal CPC
drive. Fower supply and drive cable
are supplied with it.

Normal 80 track formatting will give
BOOK of storage space on a single disc
but most disc drives will step a few
tracks more than normal and Siren's
Simon Cobb {s happy for their drives
to tormat up to B4 tracks giving 880K,

Whilst both sides of the disc are
fully used for data storage, there is
only one directory and so it appears
to the user as though only one side of

the disc is used. Discs average about
t1 each but cheaper ones can be found
by shopping around. Qur 3" drives are
certainly quiet enough, aren't they,
but  this little device Is
even quieter.

THE CATCH
Tnis all sounds pretty good

stuft but the more observant will
have noticed that | referred to noraai
80 track formatting and we don't have
80 track formatting on the CPC, normal
or otherwise.

IRCNEEEEIT

OFf TWA RE BEFSRREIEEsE

Since the CPC's drives are 40 track
mechanisms, AMSDOS, the CPC's disc
operating system (D0S), will only
format 40 tracks, even on an 80 track
drive. Some disc utilities will format
80 tracks but Amsdos will only
recognise 40 of them and still give
180K of storage. To get the full
capacity out of Siren's 3t."
another DOS is needed. CP/M
won't do since not only
does it not provide
80 track formatting
but most programs
need to run in Amsdos.

DIS OR DAT DOS
Siren offer a choice of
Romantic Robot's RODOS or
KDS's  ROMDOS/RAMDOS disc
operating systems to accompany
their drive. They are both excellent
systeas and make full use of the
drive. Each have their not-so-good
points and a little checking would not
go amiss before a choice is made.
Incidentally, ROMDOS 1is on ROH and
RAHDOS {s the same program on disc.

In use each system is invisible to
the user as long as it 1is active.
Saving, loading and cataloguing
operate normally whether the disc used
is in Amsdos format or the new
system's format. CP/M users should
note that, whereas RODOS has some
excellent features,
CP/M compatibility

is not one_of
thea. RAMDOS,

on the other
hand includes RAMDOS2 and
RAMDOS+ for CP/M2.2 and CP/M+ use.
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TECCY BITS
The drive is designed and configured
as drive B but, Dy changing the
position of its drive seiect switch,
it will operate as drive A on 2 464.
However, the CPC disc interface will
still be needed and. since all CPC
disc software is on 3", it would seea
pointiess to use the 3!." as drive A.
With up to 880K of storage space and
only one directory, the wusual 64
directory entries would not be enough.
Botnh  RODUS and ROMDOS/RAHDOS
overcome this by allowing a selectable
number of directory entries, such as
128 and 256.
| haven't mentioned the make of the
drive. This 1is because Siren will

supply either the NEC or the
Hitsubishi mechanism, both reliable,
nakes depending on which 1is in stock

at the time. in either case the metal
housing is white.

Some drives are described as one
megabyte which would imply that they
have 1024K of storage capacity and
this is one such drive. Whether or not

1024K is
constraints of

realised depends
the systea's hardware
and software to which it is connected.
In our case we can only get 800K on 80

upon the

tracks and that is
the number of sectors
Amsdos's nine sectors to RODOS's and
ROMDOS/RAMDOS's ten sectors. - Most, if
not all, computers never realise 1024K

done by increasing
per track from

on a one drive after

formatting.

megabyte

THE COST

So what's the damage for this all
singing all dancing little wonder that
is almost small enough to fit in the
disc slot of the original 8"7
Actually, it's not at all bad. The
drive, including RODOS or ROMDOS

A CASED HISTORY

SHRINKING FLOPPIES

The progress in miniaturising the
f1opoy gisc since tne original 8"
with its enormous drive unit first
appeared, S0 recentiy that It is
stiii in everypay use, Is quite
amazing.

As technology nas deveioped and
become smailer, so the fleppy disc
has roliowea suit. The 8" soon
gave way to the 5'," and drives
vere reduced to haif the original
size. The size of 5's" drives were
reduced to hair height and then
one third neight but an Inherent
prodbiem with all or these drives
was (and stili Is) the fioppiness
or both the disc and the disc’s
sieeve. Another prooiem is that
the iarge hoie in the sieeve,
through which the neag accesses
the disc, 1s never ciosea and so
the disc is aiways open tc dust.

DOUBLE VISION

Vhilst the S',s were [osing
height and 8" aiscs were seeking
work as fioppy rfrizbees, two
smaller fioppies were introduced.
The 3", with which we are very
familiar and the 3',",

Thankfully, Amstrad chose to fit
one of these to the CPC because
not only is the drive a fraction

of the size of the smailest 5'4"
but the discs are housed in rigid
sieeves which makes them less easy
to damage and the dust problem is
soived by a slide which covers the
head access hole.

The main dirferences between the
two are that our drive is 40 track
singie sided and so we have to
turn the discs over to use both
sides whereas the 3';" s 80 track
doubie sided, that 1s 80 tracks
per side and does not need turning.

KEEPING TRACK

Perhaps | should expiain that the
more tracks there are on a disc
the more cdata it Is able to store.
An 80 track disc will store twice
as much data as a 40 track disc.

80 track doublie sided 3" drives
are made and used as the PCW's
second drive but not for the CPC.

Even now, new and expensive
computers come onto the market
with 5'." drives built in and we
could be tempted to think that the
5'4" is the better device. This is
not necessarily the case. They are
there, siapiy, because the
original computers, with which

they are compatible, had theam and
a lot of software exists for them
on the 5'," discs.

1’// -
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(Roms), is £134.99. Why don't they say
£135 and have done with it? The drive,
including RAHDOS (disc) is £10 less at
£124.99. Nany users already have RODOS
so Siren will supply just the drive at
£110. The last price is quoted by
Simon Cobb of Siren Software and is
not advertised.

COHPARISONS
To the best of my knowledge, no 3"
drive package is offered to CPC

owners which uses both sides of a disc
as one disc in the same way that the
Siren drive does but there are at
least two 5'." ones that do, the KDS
and Pace 80 track drives, so some
comparisons are in order.

The 3'.", plus RAMDOS. at £124.99
scores over the KDS 5',", plus RAMDOS.
at £149.95 and over Pace's 5'.", plus
some CP/H software, at £190.90. Again
it scores when coupled with ROMDOS at
£134.99 to KDS'S £169.90.

Where the 5'." scores 1is in disc

prices. Top quality 5'." discs, at tl,
cost about the same as 3';" but
regular 5'a" can be bought for as
littie as 30p esch in guantities of 50
or 100 and 40-60p in small quantities.
The normal FD1 3", 40 track second
drive doesn't need any additional
software to get the most out of it but
the most it can offer 1is 360K in
Amsdos and that's by turning the disc
over. 400K can be achieved with the
addition of RODOS or ROMDOS/RAMDOS. At
£99.95, for the drive alone, it is the
cheapest alternative.

CONSIDERATIONS
The choices can be summed up as
follows. Is 800K desirable and worth
the extra money and, if so, will a
large quantity of discs be needed or
not? [f a large quantity is needed,
will the saving on 5'4" discs more
than make up for the higher cost of
the drive? Will Charlene divorce Scott
to marry Geno or will Scott elope with

Madge. How did Des manage to become 3
father and when is Daphne going to be
killed off. Who 1is the father of

Spock's baby and does anvone care
anyway?! All this and more will be
revealed in the next episode of
Naybores.

The 3':" drive is available from

Siren Software,

2-4 Oxford Road, Manchester, M1 5SQA.
Telephone 061 2286 1831.

THE COMPLETE MACHINE CODE USERS TOOL-PACK &wwwwwwwwww“““““““Mmmm»»n“n“““m»mmmnn“““““““
FOR THE AMSTRAD CPC Lhb/bbbk/bi28.

ASCII r1LE ON DISC,
CALCULATOR!

AND, XDR AND OR.
PowerrFuL Brock Commanns:

BLock aNp SAve Brock.

SRVE DISASSEMBLE, MOVE ETC.

Memory Eorvor: Utew ROM. ALTer/view RAN as weLL
THE EXTRA BANKS ON THE 128K MACHINES.

280 DisassemeLeEr: DisassemeLe RAM or ROM euickiy
AND EASILY, SEND OUTPUT TO SCREEN, PRINTER OR AN

ENTER HEX, DECIMAL AND BINARY
NUMBERS TO ADD, SUBTRACT, MULTIPLY, DIVIDE,

DEFINE A BLOCK OF
MEMORY SIMPLY BY PLACING A COUPLE OF MARKERS
FROM WITHIN THE MEMORY EDITOR, YOU CAN THEN
AiTer Brock, Brock Move, SearcH Brock, PrINT

Secect Lower/Upper ROM: SeLect A ROM 1o viEw,

ALL THIS AND MANY MORE POWERFUL FEATURES.
SuppLIED ON 3" AIMSOFT DISC AND QUALITY MANUAL.

Z-PACK COSTS £10.95 (1nc ptp)

ZENITH SOFTWARE (W), 11 Buoe STREET
AppLeDore, Broeroro, Devon EX39 1PS

detailsy

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

HOMFP SON
OMPUTERS

9inple ccounts far CR/M Fratext

This i5 written using the mail NEFGE
commands of Pratext and 5 designed
for the smzll
BNtry book kEeping.
recards af Credits,
Print out your wmanthiy
statements and Vat |ists.

{Requires full version of CP/M+Pratest)

* ¥ Only £15.80 »* *

PLEASE
Cheque to THOMPSON COMPUTERS, SAE for details.

THOMPSON
8 Hyholmes, Bretton

PeterboroughPE3 8LG

\

T

give you...

businNEsS USinNg SiNgIE
This will keep
ODebits and Vat

ADD £1.50 P&P

COMPUTERS %

14 WACCI January 1989



S NN N N (SN N N N M D (N D (U N N S S S S S N U N S N A S N SO S A S SO SO 0 S N (N O (N (N U0 0 S S S SO0 O
L e L L L T T T T T T T T T T T T T T I T T T I
-—— L T T L L L T T T T T T T T T T I T T T T I I I I LI T T I TTTTI
e 0 T T T T T L L [ I T T T T L LT T 11
L L T L L T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T L T T I I
L o L L L Ll T T T T T NS D (N5 NN SN NN S 0 S0 N D SO N0 OO SN N D SO el L L T T 7
S L L L L T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T IITTITT
Lo Lo L L L L T T T T Ll LT T 1
R D N U0 SN0 (NN NN DD SN N GO SO GO 000 O SN L O | NN SN0 SN O GO N N N S SO 000 S VU U S N O D D (N O S0 S GO SO O 5 O S0 A SN SO0 0 A
VU S D SN S D S S S AN A0 S ) SO0 NN O O U N AU S O N SO S U SO0 0 S SO S M A S0 U S NS S N S 0 AN SR S0 N G
;II’IrllllTIXIIlTT'!IJ’A.'TTIIIIIJ'TTIY!'IY B ] BN 00N N 0 S |
deragek DO S 1

.

e )

o L

-t

L

-

L

o

l

L.

4 4

L

ﬁ#ﬁiﬁ]ﬁ# LT T T T 17
1 ) H m 1 ) IS RN O O A
D S S S A S S T T T T
S S S S S A | T S
A S U A S A A S S S S O
N D GO SO S S| I O
L [ ! O S A 00 O B
U S S N S Y { T S I O B
ST OO NS NN SN S O . . QSR RO SRR UM OO O
LD LR o Quick & Convenient N S S G
(SN N O UMD NN N AN 1 ) D GO SO S L
T TTTTTT T8 e Restores & Re-Inks faded I B
S50 N A A A 1 IR S NN B S
D N N D H H 1 B O N D
B S ribbons in seconds! i i i S S
S N O Y . . N A S
LT T T T T} e Aefres/ed ribbon lubricates S S
et LT T ] . 1 ol I 1 [ 1
s e e e print head for smoother S e
T )
, , . .
e running & enhanced printer et e E—
I L I [ I I TT N i1t 1 I I 1
T T T T T T T T life LT T T TTTT
N A S B SEAL OF MSH T T T T I TT
J o 1L I T T T T H H 1 ) NN D NN S G
T LT T T T TTT e Use on any fabric ribbon . .~ E - N S D N
N S S O N | . . ROVAL RE! T S
- - ‘ ——
s s o . .. agair & again! - T
e A A . . " ye
T TTTTTTI} e Pays for itself the first two S
I
T . : : I T -
S N S times you use it T T T T
I T T T T TTT] . . | T T T T T T 11
LTI TR o Will refres/ up to 25 ribbons! S D S s s
T T T I T M T T
{ L T I’A T T 1
B § >
bbby b gy , 1
---h..—*——v-—‘—#
A " A 1
H ) 1 M I'
- (.v' MMV AT AR } YI I:L*' Y'];Tf
: v AN R D S S
\ ) e
.tJ \l ) D N | 1 1
y o I D O S
- =TT -
S 3 im IJ;fTI T
d X e ey
b 59 THE GREEN \ e '
\ T
——— TUICKENHAM : e
e MIDDLESEX SR Eeme
e THW2 5TU i e
& " A 4 tY e B A A A
HI N . SN S
; I] 1] lll MATELATLTAATATAAATEFAAAAATLTETTAAAATAAAAAATATLATALAAAAAAAAATAATALAAARAARARAARARRA RN Y - b el T i . T 5 T
I T S S S W
i S
T Al v B 1
" N S N S O
T S S S S S
- T T
- — v ! I S - T : ) e e
] NI S D S S S NS N S A T S O A S A S A S A S A A 1 T
BRG § /849 T ST S S 0 S S S S S S D (TS S S S (0 0 S O S A0
J " L — Lt 1t I ‘. J I . rr I T T - I T T ——T —TT-71T7 D O D R R |
e 7/ T1Y S S S S S O S N S S O D D S O
1 1 //messes D S S 0 D N S 0 S S5 N 0 M (G A S 0 S 0 S G
IR /) an e 8 888 s I G A S G O S S B T -
‘:;//////}/” LI // - ——— 11;"1 .‘r;‘rx‘l ‘vl“;I;I‘I;AI,AJI . T I‘; —— -
/!77'7777?7;; i I S M N 1 ) S N . I.T1
T - D S S S S T D S N S S S D S A O S S O A
- ' DA N S O ™1 S S U G S SO I T T T T T T
s S e B A A S A A N S S (N S A S A A S O S S S 0 S S A S B S S A G
- S S S D S S T S D S D SO O 0 O S S O D S
O I N O S S S 0 S S S S S S GO D SO 0 S S A S S S S 0 S S
T ‘ N SO0 R S S0 S 0 S O S S S S A A A G (5 0 S G G S I S
et ) B D DN N i B 000 OO oo rr r i ol i i R S SR S
T T D S S G S S A S (O S S S 0 S D S S S T T T T 11 R SN N S
I T - S O A S S R D S S S T - T T
Av ™ - ’w -y
' bty T 4T - Y T a : e g




dUT B
dnn's

E .§'..';";--."_ " ;

AUNTIE JOHN HAS GONE WALKABOUTS YET AGAIN. SO CB TAKES OVER IN THE MEANTIME.

Ciceley Barton, The
Magazine's Haute
Cuisine reporter, visits a top
restaurant and interviews a
celebrity. This month no famous
personaiities were avaiiable, so
she called WACCI's “"Auntie John"
{nstead.

Each month,
Sunday Excess

| finally met up with Auntie John (or
"AJ" to those who think they know him)
at the exclusive Whimpy in Picadilly's
Clrcus. | was three hours late, due to
the tfact we had agreed to meet at
"Che: Fred's". a small [talian Bistro
in the East End.
The doven ot
dressed in his

digital technology was
tavourite blue Harks

and Spencers jumper, some ill- fitting
prown courdroy leans and a pair of
off-white size eleven trainers. AJ was
studving the menu displayed above the
counter with trepidation. Nervously |
tapped him on the- shoulder and
introduced amyself. He greeted me
warmly and asked how much money | had
with me. We prepared to order.

0000000

"] think we'll start with some of
those delicious Iittle . pleces of
golden-brown maize flour and then I']]
probabiy have a Half-pounder Cheese
burger," | said.

AJ slowly turned to me and drolled.
*| can recommend the Chocolate milk-
shake. ['m allergic to amilk products
but | drink thee. no problem. Come to
think of it, ['m also a vegetarian but
those hamburgers don't give me any
qualms at all." Alreadv the sexuval
chemistry between us was making the
atmosphere electric.

We took our littie plastic-wood
trays upstairs to the observation
level where we could overlook the
tourists getting run over by the busy
London Taxi drivers.

| decided to start the interview.

"So," I quipped, "the question that
| suppose | must ask is..." "Oh don’t
tell me," he 1interrupted, "why am |
called Auntie John!" "...Er no. [ was
going to ask why you wear such
terrible jumpers?"

"Ham. You think this 1s bad?" he
answered." At least | bought this one
ayself. My mother bought all mv others
and you should see them. MHum fsn't
exactly fashion conscious. She thinks
'S01's are a type of large aeroplane."”

"That could expiain a few things," |
continued, "but teli ame, just who is
the real 'Auntie John’ and how did he
come about?"

"The idea came from Green". AJ
mused, lazily dipping his pomme fritte
into the delicious ketchup dressing
sachet. "Back in secondary school we
had written our own private Teletext
system on the BBC computer network. He
had an agony column cailed 'Auntie
Green' and | stole the concept. Of
course after the tire no-one could
prove anything."

"] see. But tell me about the young
lady you continually go on about?
What is her name again? Oh ves,
Fio..o0..0h..ohh...OHHHH. "
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Sorry, did [ accidentally
spill my rather cold thick-shake all
down the front of your blouse? Never
mind. So, you were asking me, why did
| start writing for Amstrad Computer
User: That's an easy one - but ['m not
going to tell you."

"Oops.

0000000

"l think | get the point," 1 said
quickly changing the subject. "What
about the next Asstrad Computer Fair?
Do you think WACCI will have a stand
at the show?"

"Hea. WACCI couldn't have a stand
because all the people manning it
would have to keeping running to the
ACU stand. it could turn out to be
very confusing.”

"Yes, I can imagine it could be." |
decided to try a new approach. "So are
you working on any interesting
profects at the moment?"

"Yes, as a matter of fact | am." His
eveg it up as he repifed. "I've
found 8 way on connecting my Casio
synthesiser to my computer and control
the notes played with an imaginary-
fractal plat." "0h and what does that
sound [ike?" | asked, sipping on my
lightly chilled Chateau Pepsi 68.
"It is terrible.™ he said. slowly
shaking his head. "Absolutely awful.
I'm may try selling it to Bros.”

"Yes, [ suppose it could oniy be an
improvement. But tell me, what else
are you currently up to?"

"At the moment {'m trying to chat-up
a girl called Carol. who sits next to
me during Computer Science lectures.
One of these days i'a going

Auntie John. Modern day saint or simple poseur?

exactly why did my parents
have to teil me Santa Claus doesn’t
exist? After twenty years | was just
getting used to the idea of a man, in
a red suit, coming down the chimney.
Sometimes | walk around town and visit
some of the Santas in large
supermarkets but they just tell me to
natt off when | ask them if they have
heard of the greenhouse effect. [t's
just not fair..."

"You are completely mad aren’t you?"

"Yes but 1've explained that before
in an earlier issue of WACCI." «Try
the Oct 87 issue -Ed.»

"So you have. Moving on now and |
have heard reports from various people
that when they telephone you, you
aren't as funny or strange as they
think you should be. Why is this?"

"Ahh. That's an easy one to explain.
My brother, Andy does all my boring PR
work, things like answering the phone,

I mean,

making public appearances etc. In fact
at this moment, | am talking to Phil
Craven and the poor man actually
thinks it’s me. Most people couldn't
cope with the sheer uncompromising
veirdness that pure Auntie John can
produce.”

"|s that vhy you are wearing that
crash helmet?" | asked.

"Oh no. That's so | look cool and
attract lots of girlftriends. Have you
seen any about yet?"

"|'m afraid not," | replied. "Hey,
listen, could you teach me to juggle?”

"0Oh, no problem. Just take any three
objects... here these burgers will
do... and throw them up like.. oops..
gorry. Can | have that back please,
miss? Oh never mind. it looks better
on you than on the tray.."

AJ will be back next month. Probably.

to show ner my juggling
clubs. They are about so big

Lif9| L }

(AT CHRISTMAS)

and covered in coloured tape.
when | put them down my ..."

"YES, I'm sure. How
interesting. But howv do you
pian on spending Christamas
and the New Year?"

"0Oh. Christmas. Hom. |
usually get very depressed.
Quite amazingly depressed in
fact. Sometimes | go down to
the beach with a six-pack and
even surprise myself with the
level of depression | reach.

Doa’t just dove
el
goodwiid and

dharity

580504
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KEITH POMFRET COMPARES TWO SUBSTANTIAL FRONT HEN

THE CPC AS A FRONT MAN

¥hen you push the button marked power
you get a nice roval blue tor royal
green) screen with a polite little
message telling vou that big Al Sugar
owns the rights etc. and a "ready"
prompt. Ready for what? A small veliow
blob gives no clue as to the state of
the machine or discs.

-<<0-02»-
It may be a giant leap from the <?)

prompt of the early mainframes and at
least there are error messages to

parrie you into submission out would
{t reaily be that ditficult to make {t
friendly. | suspect not. otherwise the
chaps at AMS and Camel Micros wouldn't
have written

these eiegant little

6 CAMEL 1387.

: e =
HOPS.B04/3 HOPS.BO3/3

i
HOPS.BO6/2

o b
HOPS . ROM/1 HOPS, RMD/1

s el
HOPS.R /1 ROPS.BOZ/5

o]
WOPS.BIN/12

scenarios. Both HAX and WOPS have a
similar appearance and look slightly
similar to the AppleHac windows
environment.

WHAT DO THEY DO

Both are tools to make disc and fiie
handling easier. The decision making
process is controlled by moving a
pointer over an icon (picture) and
pushing a button to confirm the
decision.

Pictures of dustbins to throw files
away, printers, discs and drives all
make these sort of programs user
triendly.

It makes sense to have-d picture of
3 printer to click on to get a hard
copy rather than delve into the manual
for a series of obscure codes.

EXP MEMORY: 64K

b
HOPS.B01/4

=3
WOPS.B0S/23

3
HOPS.BAS/1

HAX

Max comes in a plastic pseudo-book
shaped box which contains the disc and
the comprehensive manual. After
reading the manual for a few ainutes
to get an idea what to do. it was
discarded only to be retrieved on the
very odd occasions that [ got stuck.
HAX is at its best with a mouse.

-¢€0-0>>-

Like all the AHS software, it is
designed with a mouse driver second to
none and this compliments the well
designed screen area and sharp
graphics. Built into HAX there are
disc editor, file copier. user change,
directory editor and all the noreal
disc orfentated jobs that are usually
handled by unfriendly and
dare | say it CP/M utilities.

Almost as an afterthought a
disc copier has been added.
This is accessed from within
MAX but is a separate program
and after use dumps you
somewhat rudely at a reset,
hello from Amstrad PLC again.

-0-0>>-

Looking at the features
individually, the disc copler
s very basic. At the sight
ot a tunny format or strange
protection, it  gracefully
declines. The sector editor
does just that, the formatter
ofters a quicker version that
formats without verifying. It
is possible to speed up disc
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access as well but 1| wonder at what
cost ¢

=<<0-0>-

| was impressed by the directory
editor which made light of rescue,
rename, user change and all the other
little tweaks and protections that
require an empathy with the systen.
The bad news is that HAX only seems to
like 176k and 169k standard discs.
Feed him something else and he gets a
bad case of indigestion and gives up.
A shame when more and more people are
getting umpteen zillion K mega drives
and funny (RODOS) operating systems.

PASS ME THE BLACK CAP

Its a very tidily done well designed
suite of programs that tend to
approach the tasks with a delicacy not
appropriate to utility jobs. Would you
prune rose bushes wearing a silk
kimono? (If you would, apply to Auntie
John's Vacancy dept.)

For those who have standard three
inch letterboxes and aren't bothered
about backing up protected discs then
HAX is all right. House owners will
lap it up as the accuracy of movement
i{s impressive. | think however that
twenty pounds for an incomplete set,
with part of it an afterthought, is a
vee bit steep.

the cursor moves, it accelerates and
this can be a bit difficult to control
if you have to move from one end of
the screen to the other. I[f you move
off the end the cursor scrolls round
and comes back on the other side.
Graphically it 1isn't as siick and
crisp as MAX but it is very easy to
understand. The pictures are big and
the words are clear.

Down to business and the copier was
the first port of call. With room to
configure disca to a specitied format
and track size, this looked like the
pneumatic drill of the copying world.
On my bench | have three discs which
are difficult to copy. Numbers one and
two copied OK but number three seemed
to throw a spanner in the works.

-¢<0-0>>-

Not to be deterred, | phoned John
Keneally at Camel Micros and asked him
to go over one of the RSXs with
me. [t turned out to be pilot error
and not program error. For the first
time disc three is on the shelf and [
am using a backup.

As | went through the formatter,
disc editor and copler, | found it to
be a quirky system that took me some
time to master but after mastering it,

| an impressed. Also included 1is a
file editor which allows you to take a
spanner to an individual file, useful
for tweaking programs and altering
parameters.

While | had John Keneally on the
phone | asked him how WOPS came into
being. "There was nothing on the
market that would do all of these
jobs" said John "and even something as
necessary as formatting involved a
trip into CPH."

-€<0-00>-

From within WOPS there 1is an RSX
extension set for key definitions,
cagsette speed, printer functions,
user numbers and tracks. My favourite
of these is a Hemory finder that looks
round for expansion and silicon discs
etc and utilises them as a buffer,
thus making it possible to do a disc
copy in one pass.

It suggests in the manual that you
may want to tailor WOPS to your own
needs and explains which files on the
disc do which job. Another point of
interest is that WOPS loads what it
needs from disc as it needs it but
there i3 an option to load it all into
the top half of a 6128 and save on
disc-swapping and loading time.

VOPS 4 File System
When | first saw this
advertised, | thought that

racism was alive ana weil in

Disc

Ul Drive A: User 8, 111K used in 19 itens

Twickenham but | was soon to
find out that WOPS is an ‘ a % @ & a é
abbreviation for Windows

MAXPIC ADDENDA MAXFILE pISC N MAX README!

OPerating Systea.

<o &8 & 9 9 9

MC  TRACOPY LOADOB) MC128MC  RANK  SYSVARS DISCOPY

Arriving in an A5 sized

tolder, it has a disc, é}

instructions and the teeniest

newsletter | have ever seen. MC128RAR  SYSUARS RANKEAL
Again a quick look at the

instructions then in at the

deep end.

| was initially put off by
the jerky cursor. After the
souse on castors feel of MAX,
WOPS felt rough and ready. As




A PNEUMATIC DRILL ON A DISC

WOPS attacks everything it tackles
with the subtliety of a cruise missile.
The jerky cursor and quirky operation
are a small price to pay for an
operating systea with plutoniumesque
energy. Each time | wanted to try
something it wag there. The extra RSXs
and memory grabber and the ability to
put all of WOPS into the spare memory
make WOPS worth the £15 cover price.
This {3 definitely my choice for a
weapon come the Revolution.

AND [N THE RED CORNER

[f this was a perfect world then MAX
would have the workings of WOPS and
WOPS would have the graphics and
screen handling of HAX.

In the wmeantime, if you want
something that looks good, runs well
with a mouse, and does basic work
efficiently spend twenty pounds on
MAX. If it is a serious tool that you
require and you want some good hard
file and disc fettling then WOPS is
your choice of poison.

THE OBLIGATORY KP STAR RATINGS
VOPS HAX

Appearance (113 ITI1T
Ease of use HHER KEay
Manual 1T 1111
Range of ERAEY T
Utilities
Versatility EARAR ¥
Cost IT1T] T}
Overall 1317 11

NEW YEAR COMPETITION
(A Lesidu Production)

It starts 1in September with
"Trick or Treat," glides
gently on to "Pumpkins and
Vitches,"™ then just when we
think that we've escaped, its
"Penny for the Guy, "Carol
Singers," and now "New Year
Wassailing." The Government
Enterprise Scheme should use
the kids as a role model. A
vorking year from September
to December, a few songs and
a lot of mince pies and the
little varmints can retire to
Juan les Pins for the rest of
the year. As music seems to
be such a little earner nowadays, we
should have a Musicompo.

HERE'S WHAT TO DO.

Write a short program that wuses the
soundchip of the CPC to play a tune.
It can be as simple or as complicated
as you like. It should loop so that it
plays continuously. It should also be
well documented and able to have a
different song placed in it. It must
stand alone. No songtiles from music
packages or HIDI sequencers

Host of all it wmust be your own. A
scrupulous check into all type ins and
back nuambers of the other magazines
has been done, and {if we find any

Conpo
Corner

Set by Keith Pomfret.

"clones" or "repeats" the person
responsible will be publicly branded a
fraud.

The prizes are The Music System on
cassette and the EHU on disc, culled
from my software collection.

The winner will be informed by
singing telegram and the tune will be
recorded on to a cassette and sent to
Alan Sugar for his Birthday.

OUT OF THE CLOSET

P.Cox (lovely tail dear) writes, "/’ve

played it through and | don't know

vhat it is. [s it BROS?" No it is not

BROS. In fact it's wmusic, who ever

heard of a computer game called BROS?
In a competition some time back I

left a string of chords and suggested
that if you could figure out what it
vas then you knew what your prize was.
Four guys from London calling
themselves Gilmour, Waters, Mason, and
Wright sent a correct solution, but
were disqualified for insider
knowiedge. No-one, not even ol’
Peacock who ['m told has the Band of
the Royal Signals (or Colgates) or
something to work with has even come
close to it. It looks 1ike my copy of
Whoops, nearly gave it away then is
safe. If no-one gets it right this
month | shall be unbearable and crow
my wvay through 1989 with that awful
aloof superior look guaranteed to make
everyone Cringe...
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Sinulations old and new, KEN WALKER reviews thew for you. (Wordsworth)

A 7S

SIMSPOT
55 GREENBANK ROAD
DARLINGTON, DL3 GEN

THIS MONTH KEN WALKER LOOKS AT TWO NEW STRATEGY GAMES FROM ELECTRONIC ARTS

(TANK TRAINING OR TRAIN TANKING?)

There are obvious dangers in what [ am
about to do - that 1is to review three
games, nev to the Amstrad, from my
Commodore collection. | hasten to
add, [ have been asgured there exists
only minor differences between the two
versions fn each case and a brief
glimpse at the local computer shop
appears to contirm this.

--000--

THE WAY AHEAD
There has been a
lately to combine

pronounced trend
arcade and strategy
elements into simulations, as an
attempt to widen their appeal. The
dariger is to end up with a less than
adequate simulation, accompanied by
irreievant  arcade action, which
satisries nobody.

Fortunately Electronic Arts who
provide twelve of the games are past
masters of strategy simulations and
these latest offerings compare
favourably. Neither are destined to
set the wortd on fire but they are
well presented and offer a few unique
features to prolong the interest

THE TRAIN

Remember the old Burt Lancaster film
about the hijack of a German train in
occupied France by the  French
Resistance {in 19447 [t gseems the
Germans were about to flee with all
the art treasures they could get their
thieving hands on before the Allies
arrived. Well this gripping tale of

action now provides the background for
a train simulation, interspersed with
shoot-up sequences, as you protect the
train from the Huns on your way to
meet the advancing Allies at Riviere.

THE ACTION
Opening scene is in the
goods yard at Metz which is heavily
defended (naturally) and requires you
to provide covering fire to allow
capture of the train. This first
piece of arcade action is nothing more
than a simplified _~version of
Prohibition where its shoot the
highlighted window in the station
building before they shoot you. Other
stations along the line provide
similar action but in capturing a
bridge, the game resembles Beach

Head as you blast the gunboats
out of the river before
crossing into the

next stage of
the journey

sidings of a

THE CONTROLS
Host of the
detail is
reserved for
the train
itself
vhich
takes &
the 9

form .s

simulation with superb graphics of the
cab. You are provided with six
controls to operate - throttle, brake,
forward/reverse lever, steam blow off,
vhistle and furnace with appropriate
dials to indicate pressure,
temperature and speed. | found these
controls relatively easy when compared

to the difficulities of a journey on
the Southern Belle. The sound and
vibration effects of the train

are extremely realistic and add

much to the atmosphere
of the game which
beits

7

along

at a fair (
pace. I
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In 3daition to pianning your route
from the map screen and controlling
the Train. tnere are enemy alrcratt to
blast on either the tront or rear
gunnery screens and attacks can happen
with monotonous regularity. | much
prefer to concentrate on driving the
train.

Switching tracks on your journey
across France is achieved by enlisting
the cervices of the Kesistance who are
notified via the steam whistle as you
approach the points. Intelligence
reports to guide you on your route are
provided after capturing 3 station to
add strategy elements to the game.

THE VERDICT

lverall the game 1is absorbing and I
found it not too demanding when
battling through various sequences -
you are more likely to be

defeated by time than enemy

guntire. Therefore you must
plan vour route carefully and
perhaps  you will  reach

Riviere by morning.
--000--

ARCTIC FOX
Tank simulations are few and
far between. Tank Busters and
Desert Fox are the only ones
that come readily to amind and
neither could be regarded as
a serious attempt at a tank
simulation.

E.A. have now entered the
coaputer battletield with a
deadly tank of the future
(their words, not mine).
They go onto describe your
task as a rescue mission to the Arctic
with lousy odds but you can take some
comtort trom an array of weaponry that
includes cannon, guided missiles and
mines.

--000--

The controls have the looks and feel
of the cockpit from Skyfox, which
should come as a surprise since Skvfox
is an aeroplane ot the tuture. Life
tor Artic Fox began on the Ariolasoft
label, which so happens to be the
producers of the aforementioned piane.

for Artic Fox began on the Ariolasoft
labei, which so happens to be the
producers of the aforementioned plane.

GAHEPLAY

Response of the controls in terss of
speed and direction is almost
instantaneous  but the graphics
reaction is less sure and enemy

positions remain obscure until you are
almost on top of them. Their movement
is also jerky which does not help when
taking aim - there are certain
simulations where your death |is
unavoidable if you happen to stumble
on the eneamy at high speed, caution is

therefore advisable throughout the
mission when approaching targets
identified on the radar. Further

problems are encountered in using the
icon controiled weapons which can be

along the way and there is always the
training ®mode where you cannot be
dasaged by enemy fire - good tor
exploring the terrain and getting used
to the controls. However the Hain
Fort is only present at the advanced
levels, so you cannot cheat by having
a go when the enemy are tiring blanks
(not that you ever would.)

THE VERDICT

| cannot help feeling that Arctic Fox
has taken a lot of ideas from other
games like Skyfox (controls) Strike
Force Harrier (strategy) and the
guided missiles are straight out of
Zolds. Despite all the niggles, |
still enjoyed playing the game, even
if the frustration factor may prove
overwhelming to most

at best awkward and at worst fatal in
the heat of battle.

THE ACTION

The main objective is to destroy the

enemy communications and oxygen
gupplies before attacking the Main
Fort. High spot of the game 1is to
operate the guided wmissiles which

provide a view point from its mounted
camera - good for reconnaissance and a
bit like a flight simulator.

You mav be like me and never see the
fort but vou should have plenty of fun

1CKKY BITS
Ken, aided by a long surfering wife
who does most of the typing, would
[ike to wish ali WACCl readers a very
merry Christmas and plenty of New Year
action to keep out the coid.

K.\,

SINSPOT
55 GREENBANK ROAD
DARLINGTON, DL3 6EN
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t NEMESTIS (The Original Meddlers)

—BONZO0 SUPER MEDDLER— |
1 The dedicated tape to disc utility for any CPC E

m D I 5 (including the devastating BONZO'S HACK PACK)

diSC MaNgEr and Copier | || MO o son e s camunio 1o |

1 FIRST PERSON TO FIND A MORE SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM

gg:vm;: "E'S'E,sio"%‘“fﬂc'fﬂﬁ;s“’}égﬁ- E::},g'{“ WILL RECEIVE THRICE THEIR MONEY BACK!

BACKUP auwost awy oisc, MULTI-FILE copy, orse | (IR eonzo SuPER MEDDLER DOES NOT USE A
EDIT, extewoeo FORMATS, SCREEN oumes, ARCHIUE 8 Mr PROGRAM TO RUN THE TRANSFERRED
T0 TAPE, EXTRA RSX COMMANDS AND MUCH MORE. | GAMES. ALL TRANSFERS "STAND ALONE",

Price £14.95 inc postage (all CPCs) BONZO USES LESS MEMORY, TRANSFERS MORE, #
#WC0STS LESS, AND GIVES REAL SUPPORT TO THE USER

* NELL OVER FIVE HUNDRED CONFIRMED TRAMSFERS ¢
| BSM+HACKPACK - £12.50 disc §

() =BONZ0°S BLITZ=—(®)
ChESS game and tutor NEW SPEEDLOCKS TO DISC
I.EHRN ABOUT OPENINGS, MID-GAME AND END GAME

| s .0 s o,
TACTICS, PLAY THE COMPUTER AT FAST 0 || PRIX ' » »
CHESS, SOLVE CHESS PROBLEMS OR JUST  NATCH | FREDOY HARDEST, WORLD SERIES BRSEBALL, elC....
THE MACHINE PLAY ITSELF. ALL THE OPTIONS voU

NO PROBLEM - Just one keypress - £12.50 DISC.
NEED INCLUDING RECAP, SMAP SIDES 0, { OR 2

PLAYERS, SEVEN LEVELS OF PLAY ETC. NEMESIS (WCI), 10 CARLOH ROAD
Price £14.95 (Disc Only) (all CPCs) INGSTEAD, KETTERING, NORTHANIS NN14 4DW |g

o SRS
S

@ # ACCESS ORDERS PHONE (0933) b23%b7 #§

I F'IT E F E E Ft D F O
o CHH i (HHHHHHHHHHHH

SUFEFGhEFHE Hour Mini Office @ HHE AL J MANAGER stj:j
THIS INGENIOUS PROGRAM GIVES OVER FOURTEEN :“:_ STATE 4 %" or l~ lw ::::
FUNCTIONS AVAILABLE INSTANTLY FroM ANY POINT _:______IE_,99.-_;§3;_3.1_§_’5§_rf-_;£'_5£§§1;_'g;_ HH
INsIDE MO2 . ArTERmARDS MO2 IS RESUMED FROM HH] LEARNING machine code or need |HH
WHERE IT LEFT OFF. MAKE PRO-FORMA DOCUMENTS HHY to deh"g’ understand it, then [HH
SPREADSHEETS ETC. (COMPLETE WITH PARAMETERS) HH you need our TOOLKIT. taSB to jiH]
AND SAVE TO DISC USING SAVE IMAGE. TRANSFER 'HH use, includes hex/dec toggle, [HH]
DATA FROM ANY PROGRAM (EG SPREADSHEET) INTO [HH singlestep, break points, RAM | H]
THE WORD PROCESSOR. USE FULL DISC FUNCTIONS HH{ and RON suitch, comprehensive [}
(FORMAT DISC AND FILE COPY, ERASE/RENAME/LIST HH] screen display, numeric/asc 2 |1
FILES.) YOU CAN EVEN CALL UP A CALCULATOR OR HH{dumps, loader mode 6 printer HH
NOTEPAD, OR CONVERT ANY TEXT FILE INTO MO 2 HH option, and FULL disassembler. [HH
FORMAT. ALL WITHOUT LEAVING MINI OFFICE 2. H} Handles undocumented codes. Only| 11
IMPORTANT: ReeuIRES DISC VERSION OF MO2 AND HH £4,33 - adapted from HIGHLY it
CPC6128 or 464/664 pLus 64K MEMORY EAXPANSION [Hjrated Spectrum version. | HH
Price £14.95 inc postage (HH dneraca,aiee F3T¥oR 3580 8z 0T

C EL MI—:CROS ' HH ¢(standard formats).ONLY £2.99 _:_:
RM H : it
=WELLPARK, WILLEY’S AVEZ= | [ ' -
—EXETER, DEUON, EX2 8BE= 1H HH
——PHONE (039a)a1i1B9a— || |H] HHD HH




PROTEXT Grows!

New MAXAM rom

PROTEXT FILER - New Release!

This invaluable program will keep your address lists or other datafiles in
good order. Includes: datafile management from within Protext; extremely
flexible file sorting program; label printing and mailmerging using the
datafiles. Send SAE for full details.

WACCT PRICES: Disc £19.58

1 PROTEXT OFFICE - New Release!

Invoice printing program as used by Arnor. Easily configurable for your own
requirements. Works from within Protext. Produces invoices/credit notes/
delivery notes/statements. Includes Protext Filer. Send SAE for full details.

WACCT PRICES: Disc £27.25
PROTEXT

Protext is without doubt the most sophisticated word processor you'll find on
any home micro. lts ease of use and advanced range of features are
normally only found in business systems costing many times more. Widely
praised throughout the Amstrad press, Protext is rightly acclaimed as the
No.1 word processor for Amstrad CPC owners.

* Super fast * Works with any printer * Flexible find and replace *

* Layout stored with text; normal & decimal tabs, left & right margins *

* Word count * Versatile print options; incl. headers/footers, page nos. *
"Extremely powerful editing features ... superb search and replace" AA

WACCT PRICES: Roa £31 Dise £21 Cass £15
PROSPELL

Typing and spelling errors are simple to make and frustrating to miss. But by
using Prospell, you can produce documents that are error-free. Prospell is an
spelling checker that points out any odd words or dubious spellings.

* checks Protext text in memory *

* checks file on disc from Protext/Tasword/Amsword/NewWord/WordStar *

* over 33000 words * room for thousands more of your own *

* up to 2000 words/min * find words and anagrams - great for crosswords *
"Fast, efficient, easy to use" YC

NACCT PRICES: Rom £27.25 Disc £19.50
PROMERGE

More than just simple mail merging for multiple standard letters!

“*integrates perfectly with Protext * read data from keyboard or file *

* conditional printing so you can create your own personalised letters *

* use the built in maths functions to produce invoices etc *

* microspacing - to even out the spaces between words * typewriter mode *
* link files together at print time * Reformat while printing *

WACCI PRICES: Disc £19,58
PROMERGE PLUS

All the features of Promerge, plus:

* Edit two separate files in memory at once; copy blocks between them *
* Background printing - allows you to print and edit at the same time *

* Box mode - cut and paste any rectangle to create newspaper columns *
"You'll have a set-up that can thrash any 8-bit word processor for
speed...and even some 16-bit programs for power" PCW

WACCT PRICES: Rom £27.25
ROMBO

All rom software requires a rom expansion system. lts benefits include zero
loading time and maximum memory available for text, data, programs etc.
Remember; Utopia and the extra commands of Promerge Plus are not
available on disc. Fits CPC464/664,6128.

HACCI PRICES: 8 socket rom hox £27

MAXAM 1'%z - New Release!

At last, due to massive public demand, we have produced an enhanced
Maxam ROM especially for Protext users. The editor has been taken out, and
you can now assemble your source code simply by typing ASM while it is in
Protext's memory. Debugging is now easier with comprehensive diagnostics
and the ability to change register contents and resume from breakpoints.
Other new features include load/save machine code from Protext/Maxam
and extra assembler directives. All the other Maxam features are included.

WACCI PRICES: Rom £23,25
MAXAM

The classic Assembler/Monitor/Editor for developing Z80 machine code.
* Plain English error messages * Disassembler * Memory editor *

* Menu driven full screen editor * load/merge/save/print/find/replace *

* Mix BASIC and machine code * or assemble directly from editor *

* Use the editor to edit BASIC programs saved in ASCII *

"This piece of software should be held up as an example of what
can be done by programmers who care ... buy one now!"E & C

WACCT PRICES: Rom £31 Disc £21 Cass £15

BCPL - new low price!

Flexible, fast, easy to learn programming language. Comprehensive /O
libraries including graphics and sound. Example source files supplied,
including a space invaders game, full screen editor and all the libraries.
60 page manual covers the language and gives details of the libraries.

“"Designed for humans, not computers" CWTA

WACCT PRICES: Rom £23.25 Disc £19.50
UTOPIA

50 new commands available without having to load a program, including:

* Text screen dump * Graphics screen dump to Epson compatible printer *
* disc utilities - disc format, disc copy, copy files, secior editor *

* useful function keys automatically set up; easily define your own *

* BASIC programming utilities * ROM management commands *
"UTOPIA is by far the best utilities rom...it’s worth buying

a rom board just to plug it in" AMSCLUB

"Utopia seems to be in a class of its own" AMTIX

WACCT PRICES: Row £23,25

C (6128.cPM+)

Integrated C programming system. Full implementation of K&R standard.

* Floating point * 32 and 16 bit arithmetic * Optimising compiler *

* Linker * VO and maths libraries * Conditional compilation * Macros *

* Editor is program mode of Protext *

"In typical Amor fashion, they've taken their time and got it right" AU

WACCT PRICES: Disc £39

MAXAM Il s128,cPM+)

Enhanced version of Maxam for CP/M +. Extras include:

* Single stepping * conditional breakpoints * symbolic debugger *
* Editor is program mode of Protext * Macro assembler *

"Now the best gets even better" CWTA CPC

HACCI -PRICES: Disc £39
PROTEXT (6128,cP/M+)

Combines all the features of Protext, Promerge Plus and Prospell into one
integrated program. German program & dictionary also available (Prowort).
"Protext is just so fast and versatile once you have used it - it is

like putting Nigel Mansell against a C5" PYATW

WACCT PRICES: Disc £47

e e e— -

Available from WACCI, 59 The Green,

Tickenham, Middlesex, TW2 5TU
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SPECIAL WRCCI PRICE
l Video Image D igit,l ser ' EBB

VIDI is a Frame Grabber. You don't need a still picture! — grab 'action
shots' from camera or video.

VIDI is Fast. Upto six frames a second.
VIDI is flexible. Brightness or Contrast is keyboard controlled.

VIDI prints superb A4 or A5 size shaded screens to EPSON compatible
printers.

VIDI comes complete - with software on Disc. Manual and video
lead

ONLY AUAILABLE AT THIS LOW FRICE FROM:

59 _THE GREEN
un ‘ * THICKENHAM
MIDDLESEX TWZ2 STU

THE ROMBO ROM Box SPECTAL WACCI PRICE ilnld pprolsct?ge"]f;"ad& iunngr
' E a ? SPECial RACCI prices

for limited period only

8-SOCKET ROM BOARD
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