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7 News
It its hot, it's here Digital audio tape
revolution . Women in power Codemasters' new
Plus abel..and th latest on TV ficensing.

12 Previews

Get a dose of future shock from Electronic Arts’
Apoll 18, a ose of Paranoia from Aioisofts Mag-
icbyles, and a shot of forhcaming Sega releas

19 Lefters
The outraged, the outrageous, and the ‘out to
lunch’

146 The Blitter End

'ACE goes out in style on th lastpage o s biggest
issue yet, and th editors get caried outn a box.

26 Game of the Future

A hard-headed look at what you can expect on your
screen in the not-so-distant future. Transputers,
objectoriented games, ray lracing,  super
bitters...Andy Witon squeezes facts from scence
fiction.

95 Christmas Crackers

Compations can get you classics on the cheap —
somelimes as many s a dozen for the price of
single new release. ACE takes the chance out of
choosing.

104 Universal Military
uccess?
Can Rainbird's Universal Military Simulator do for

war-ganing what Lords of Midright dd for stategy
and open up a whole new market?

34 Computer graphics ‘87

W drool over the Ferrars o the computer graphics
his Jenkins checks out the Computer
jon.

The Acces TV - rbably 1o oneona Spectum.

36 Gold standard

Television s becoming a showcase for some of the
most advanced computer graphics appications. We
it in on the creation of Yorkshire TV
Chevron logo.

46 Keyboard Cavalcade

Make it a musical Chris.

mas with our exhaustive

survey o affordable [N
MIDI keyboards - Good|

King Wenceslas will

never sound the same

again!

48 MIDI Matters

Mark Jerkins concludes our MIDI Made Simple
course, and we inroduce our MIDI Panel of Experts.

69 Christmas Screen Test

“The proof of the Chrstmas Pudding i in the eating
we pull the crackers and stuff the turkeys.

Page 60..Microprose's Steaith Fighter - Wid Bill
sneaks up on the opposition.

41 Arcade Ace

‘Squash the Squidoidsin Xenophabe, o go spectre
splatting in Ghostbusters.

87 Version Update
Catch up on the atest conversions for your machine,
including Super Sprintfo the Amsad, Leviathan
onthe Amiga, and PC Gunship.




109 Tricks 'n’' Tactics

Highyng pefomance in .15 ke Eagle.
Conquer the ficore ables with 10p tps and pokes
on Plexar, Jack the Nipper Il ST Gauntlet, Super

Mario Brothers, Renegade, Super Sprint, and
more.

61 Adventures

‘The Pilgrim plucks your heart-srings with Infoc
Plundered Hearts, qrappls with Nord and Bert
and goes fr fa Beyond Zork

120 Special Offers
Upo 24 discount on each of th games fsted here.

Chuck your stocking out of the window and grab 2
pillowcase instead.

119 Subscription Offer

This magazine i going places. Make sure you don't
getleft behind..and grab an astonishing £10 extra
discount of those mailorder bargains at the same
tine.

32 Christmas Casio Compo

In conuncton with Casio, ACE brings you the
chance o walk away wih either 2 DG20 digital gui-
tar, o thelatest MTB00 MIDI synthesiser.

123 ACE PINK PAGES

Atlast! The definitive buyer's guide to the
world of home computing. The games AND
the machines to play them on, updated
monthly by the people who know for

yourpinkies do the waking. @

elcome

...t our biggest issue yet. We may

only be four this month, but already

some of the ACE staff feel as if they're

in line for a telegram from the

Queen.We thought we'd take a quick

break to fill you in on what's going
T T A ON...

First, there's the ACE Pink Pages. We've long felt there to
be a real need for a proper consumer guide to the home micro
industry...now there is. Whether you're after games or a new
computer, these pages will point you in the right direction. This
isn't just a one-off — the Pink Pages will be there every month,
whenever you need them, and always bang up-to-date. What's
more, from next month we'll be including peripherals as well.

Secondly, there's the ACE 1988 Diary. We thought it would
be good to get something on the cover that lasted a little
longer than your average free gift — we hope the 'lasting inter-
est' on this one will take you through to Christmas 1988, which
gets it a very respectable PIC curve, and an ACE Rating in the
high nine hundreds.

Thirdly, even though this is our biggest and best issue yet,
we're beavering away on a whole host of projects for the com-
ing year. We're playing things close to our chests just now, but
stand by for a series of innvoations that will not only give you a
bigger and better magazine, but also one in which you, the
readers, can become more closely involved.

Finally, we want to thank YOU for the best Christmas pre-
sent we've ever had — the enormous response we've had from
readers has proved to us beyond doubt that there IS a market
for intelligent, insightful, and entertaining coverage of home
computing. Stick with us — we won't let you down.

©® The ACE Team
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have become a software adage

it moves — license it seems to
in the past three years. In the

e =
Knockou

D sy, 1o 90 tas
been aimast exclusivelylft to micro
versions of (mainly American) car-
oons, such as Thundercats, Centu
rions, Gobots and Road Runner.

is concerned that the games should
capture the atmosphere of the origi-
nal - 50 much so that they've sent
Blockbusters out o programming
team ODE for a complete rewrie
Domarks Mark Strachan laims that
the rewrit is to update rather than
improve the original code and ques-
tions contained, but he does admit
that Domark didn' take up an option
to sell Macsen's EastEnders,
because it was just so creadful”
Domark plans to release four o
five tiles a year on the TV Games
Iabel, the first of which will be The

NEW

TELLY TIE-

The ones we'd like fo see
If you can make a game out of Blockbusters then you must be
able to make a game out of just about anything. Here are a few
programmes we'd like 10 See become pro- =

INS

Kiypton Factor with Every Second
Counts appearing in the New Year.
Athough the company i lean-
ing towards quiz programmes at the
moment, Mark Strachan says that

grams:

ics 10 really get the
Bough's pullovers

The Epiogue —
amok with his deadly crozier

o

Blue Peter —
earlier
Coronation Street

wel, din' he Saint?'

Many of these have addtiona links
- arcades, comics, toys — and the.
V origins are emphasised less in
the micro conversions

The new batch is led by
Domark, which has taken over the

inct Macsen ~ range, including
Blockbusters, Countoown,  Bull's
Eye and other quiz games.

Domark has created a new
Tabel, TV Games, for the tites and

Breaktast Time - you'l need Amiga graph-
benefit of Frank

Bishop Rambo runs.
n - can you out-talk Terry over a

on Fish ~ fillt as many turbot as
ynu can in the time limit; but make sure
You keep your wine glass topped up!
‘and here's a game | saved

~Newton and Ridley are on strike; you, as Ena
Sharples, race against the clock to find a bottie of milk stout.
Saint and Greavsie — 'a game of two halves. But the lad done | | the

el look into any games that are
popular at the time' and cited Blind
Date and a new programme Strike
It Lucky as shows whose computer
potentialhad interested him.

Piranha enjoyed some success
with a micro version of the chidren's
cartoon series Trap Door, and plans
RyS 1o release a second Trap Door

game to coincide with the new TV

A dgiied S0 Hless s e
usame prosec o cg

ol e gt
nature of the char-
acters leant tself to
computer,”
commented Piran-
has Helen Holland.

Code Masters Plus

Nz

dards - a
will sell at £4.99

1 titles, Code Mas-
their stan-

h selling a lot of budg
v launching a range which - by
ounts to full price. Code Masters Plus games.
with the extra three quid justified by the
inclusion in the package of two cassettes. These will contain
sions of the game - ‘expert” and ‘ordinary
Theiides, acoonding K Gode Masier' M
Portiolio Bruce Everiss, is that the exp
riisegetiintiydnl ol
nary version. On loading the the
dvanced tape, you'll be pre-

ter without

t game is unplayable

sented not just with a tougher
ith additional sce-

game, but
The Plus range is due to be
launched in early
with Jet Bike
wins, on Amstrad and Spec
trum at £
Also expected shortly from
Code Matiers s 81 end Arn
Grand P
prhigubspub o
Tahed m.ur.nw,m be £9.99.

NEWsSY
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Foand Andy e o fce

ANDY CAPP
veryone's favourite layabout

no joke if you're blind; even if
should be available on micro

t see the screen 1o check if

typed the right letters. So until now the blind have been

ypewriters. The Eureka Ad comput-

v, is set to change all that; it speaks - and it's been

described as ‘the most significant breakihrough for the blind com-
munity since the invention of Braille.

‘The very compact box contains a braille keyboard and function
Keys, and has a builtn word processing package. As letters are
keyed in the speech circuitry repeats o the user what letter has
been typed. Furthermore, the Eureka can be connected 10 an [BM-
compatible PC to allow the blind 1o use the same screen-oriented
programs as the sighted.

The machine, designed by a Czech exile and but in Australia,is
marketed in the UK by Techno- tems. It should cost
around £1400.

week in Andy's tough Ife; that
means getting and ~ staying
drunk, scrounging money, cheat-

dodging the rent man. Develop-
ment house Blitier Animation are
keeping tightipped about how
you actually play the game, but
they will reveal that it contains a
certain amount of ‘cartoon-style’
violence as well as multple-
s

to spinning a mere
W megabytes around inside our
stateoftheart CD ROMS, the
bofins come up with Digital Audio
Tape - a it widget ha the size of
2 nomal music cassette that holds
an awesome 1.2 gigabytes. Your
It pocket calculato probably can't
handle sums that big, but roughly
speaking s about 1258291200
bytes, the equivalent in memory
terms of ust under 75 millon ZXB1S
(withthe RAM pack)

Since the search for a reliable
read-wite CD ROM has been a -
ficutone, and th prices are around

500 fo a drive and £100-plus for
the blank discs, you can see why
DAT, just introduced in Japan at
around £950 plus £10 for blank
tapes, s a smidgin more atractve
True, these systems are for music
use, but the technology carries over

wiing Sony have delayed_the
launch of their Digital Audio Tape
unit in the face of mounting opposi-
tion from the music industry, who
believe the system will be used for

stopping the introduction of music
casseftes — would it be unfair o
suggest that his s because DAT is
a Japanese import and an area in
which European firms lag far
behind?

In the meantime, the wrangle
over DAT in the music business is
going 1o set back any plans 1o trans:
fer the technology onto computers.
Sanyo, Aiwa, and Hitachi are all
waiting for the go-ahead to release
their DAT music systems over here.
(aready on sale in Japan), but il
the fuss dies down their seems ltle
likelinood of any real headway
being made in either music o com:

very easiy arena.

‘The system works by recording data
onto tape using the same method
as that employed by video
recorders. Instead of laying the

basis, laying tracks across the tape
using a rapidly rotating recording
igital format not only
eliminates ‘noise’, but also offers
frequency and dynamic ranges
‘even higher than compact disc.
Packard curently have
a co-development deal with Sony to
produce a DAT unit and although
this couid end up costing around
£3000, the idea is that volume sales

computer market. Also, et ot for-
} Advanced Computer Entertainment

sl putng
Infocom revolution

nfocom are dropping their prices 1o £19.99 for most
titles and £24.99 for the op-end releases’ Previous

price levels range

tween £24.99 and £34.99.

the job and things could really e company are also promising some ‘revolution-
start spinning. Typical ary releases' in the New Year, but lips remain sealed for
applications the time being. We'e putting our money on graphics
would be based games, since the company is known to have

re oon impreseod by the Mugnetl Sorols products
dgiond i A (orvacreen mapping)n the ltos garme Seyond
s, s woh Zork reviowsd by he Phgran i e esue).

e wfomadon K Focon infocom reesses for 1 CPC range
sl what wo ave boen regulary deeyed, and the whole

question of Amsirad Iniocom products s
~_ under review. Wil tne company confinve
F7 to support the Bbit Amstrad machines?
C Probably not ~ aamits Activision's
e Clare Hirsch. Betler start saving for
e ‘something beefier, chaps.

CD for, but perhaps
never wil.

Of course there's a bug
the lettuce. At the time ot




puler entertainment feld (see last month's Mastertronic Empire Buid
ing story) it did we know that Mastertronic themselves were being
‘Wooed — and won - by Richard Branson's Vi

W hie Mastertronic were steadily increasing their interests in the com.

ilions for  45% stake In the budget m acados company. Vigits Nick
Alexander explained the move in terms of Mastertronic's expertise in fields
where Virgin is. inexperienced —

notably, budget sofware, arcade
machines and the US distrbution of
fware.

The first fis of the liaison for
the UK software buyer are likely to be
a budget version of Virgin's ht Dan

donit be oo surprised if
other Virgin ttles find their way on to
Mastertronics st

Virgin's Way Forward
Virgin are rather more

Action Force or Rebel might suggest.
now has interests in
sttt TV, lcuricpuishing, radions pblsing, conpur ganes
CD-ROM and interacive vi
Infact, 5o ntoestd & he company i these feds that theyve just
pointed a general manager for their Interactve Video Division. Wiliam
Beckett first production for the company is an educational game based on
Sir Ranulf Fiennes' Transglobe Expedition, which traversed both Arctic and
Antarciic regons.
s educatonal ‘game’ will be available iitaly only for the BBC master
system — 1o take advantage of the equipment many schools have installed in

W ot am
P o i ot sy o b o st o

order fo run the BBC's Domesday project (a latier-day’ version of the
Domesday book, with a plethora of maps and statistics, as well as 52,000
oResdpcarsn, o' smeion i
descrbes the Transglobe program as a ‘multple role-playing
aamums espaalpa il players (0 plan,
navigate and cope with meteorological and logistical factors. With 75 minutes.
per side and up to piccys, a

.

But are we kel 0 see anything fike it for home consumption on other
machines? Beckettthinks 50 ~ but probably not for a couple of years. Even
then, because the technology is in it infancy, both the hardware and the
software are liely 1o be pretly expensive; the disks couid well cost between
£50 and £200, while you would also need a laser disk player to interface to
your micro. But new technology has a habit of faling rapidly in price if
enough people want 1o buy it, and it may not be 100 long before you'll be
able {0 expore the frozen wastes from the comfort of your own armchair

Snippets

Star Wars
Domark

£14.950k

Toe o o your X-wing fighter
in this conversion of a four year old

the shops as you read this.

Demon Stalker
Electronic Arts
64

This one o o player arcade
action game offers the player 99
challenging levels of mazes, mon-
sters, magic and messages. Make

10 level 100 and you'l find Calvrak
the Demon ready for battie. Should
be available in time for Christmas.

o4 5,95 cs £12.95 ok
Combining parallax scroling shoot
‘em up with challenging piatiorm
encounters - plus monsters and
evil eyes. This one or two player
number should be on the streets for
the startof the new year.

Causeway

“This follow up to the highly success
ful Trailblazer game features mult
directional scroling and the chance
for the player to buy some useful
bonus which could get him out of a
tight spot. Should be in the shops
as you read this.

Resolution
Nexu:

rum price undecided
Bo Jangeborgs atst i efitey
not another Fairight. Resolutonis a
strategic, horizontally-scroliing
shootem-up in which the player
tries 1o save the world from a manic
mining corporation_determined 1o
destroy all the Earth's natural
resources.This  environmentally
sound game should be available in
time for Christmas,

This abstract shape manipulation
game, playedin real time, shoud be
headed our way a the start of the
new year.

The licensed conversion of Ofiver
Stone's blockbusting fim of Ameri
can hrey o g e Vi
ool elores

feck, dirt or whatever in the new
ye

Earthlight

Pete Cooke's follow-up 1o Micro-
naut 1 is a horizontallyscroling
shoot-em-up viewed in three dimen.

ground to the background of the.
screen. Set on the moon, Earthiight
should be out in time for Christmas.

Set on a Maries training platorm in
space, this arcade adventure gves
the piayer a Marble Madness-ype
view of the game area. After 300
years of lyng ide, the central com.
puter has gone haywire —and ifs up
10you 0 Sort it out. Should be ready
for Chrstmas.

machine. Look out for it leaping
onto the software shelves at Chiist
mas

Advanced Computer Entetzinment 9



SCREEN TEST

MEN ONLY ?

Ania Sincir - camot stand or e eminisn
nany

he nation reeled in amaze-

Boon-ish game - aimed at girs.

Is it just a coincidence that Info-
com's own game for gifs, Plun
dered Hearts (see Pilgrim this

more involved in the playing and the.

production of computer games?
Certainly, there's a lot of female

partcipation in the adventure game

the past couple of years; and the
brains behind Scrollsis 25-year-old
Anita Sinclair. She reckons  that
‘women comprise about 25% of the
Magnetic Scrolls audience, and fur

I a woman’, she says. Anita has a
pretty low opinion of Plundered
tearts, caling it ‘one of the worst
games ever writen', largely

Hanan Samaa o Do - Bt ol wonan
a proganner

10 Advanced Computer Enterinment

Why the girls aren't joining in the fun

because she sees it as a a cynical
and patronising marketing device to

ist; | cannot stand or tolerate femi-
nism of any form’,she says.

AnitaSinclair doesnt have
much time for arcade games; nei-

thing you can stop and start with
ease.

One of the few women making
a lving from developing arcade
games is Hanan Samara, who runs
development house Dalaii (respon:
sible for such recent games as
Mean Streak and Yogi Bear. Even
ot ]
o e e e
‘e design more than anything
ol Although there are plenty of
women programmers around, most
of them tend to work in the field of
business software.
 the time being, atleast, the.
boys are running the game.

Telecomsoft
comp - the
winners
.

That massive software prize -

So, without further ado, here
are the four winners:
S -

e

ST owner va wnnsnu
64 owner Kevm STEWART of

sby
(ol PAUL GREAVES of
hesterfield
Aot o
forward to a feast of software
over the next 12 months.

'Orrible murders

AL have cooked themselves

up a nice ltte publicity-spin-

ning controversy with their

Jack the Ripper game (written by

those eccentric ladies of St

Bride's). The recipe's pretty simpl;

get yourself a gory game, go along

to the Britsh Board of Film Certica-

tion and ask them to certfy it, then

make a lot of noise because they
say it should be for the over-18s.

CAL are no stranger to this tac

they 100k previous  releases

stein along to

the fim censors as well, and duly

ot their certficates (and pubiciy).

Their new game breaks new ground
~ o plumbs new depths, depending

‘on your point of view ~ in the graph
ics depiction of scenes of revolting

woman, with mutiated_breasts

awtullot of under 18s around who

could play it - if they wanted to; bu,

of course, once they see the ceri
cate nobody under 18 s going (o ry
10 buy the game, are they? And, of
course, no shopkeeper is going 0
sel tto any

s0en by under 18s.
But placing a sfick:
er on the package
saying as much s more than lkely
to have quite the opposite effect.
And producing it on the C64 and
Spectrum means that there are an

Sutabe oy for

16 years and over

The authors of

say, was confined 1o the text. Not
that St. Bride's Priscila Langridge is
taking accusations of bad taste lying
she defend

portraying the ‘struggle between
ind evil - as opposed 10 the
anarchy’ of the arcade
‘The St. Bride’s siant on the

diaboical sect engaged in fitual
criice.

At ACE we haven't yet been
able to pass definiive judgement on
the game — neither copy we had
received at the time of witing want.
ed 10 load ~ but The Pilgrim wil
speak in our next issue.



T Sega
Abuge tange. mdudm&

- £1495

‘each

Sy, st your
raricmanthip. fing
i ght. ncudes The Sega Master Syste
Complecs anc resty use — ost o BiparREE oo e ime

£445 R
ey B

2 control pads, a bult-in mystery game,

| GET INTO OUR GREAT RANGE OF |
GAMES THIS CHRISTMAS!

Woolworths has got more video games Solid G

than your average arcade, plus a huge choice of ‘C‘;m"g“,;j' ;,”;g;“
computer games too.

So now you can

enjoy an action packed

Christmas in the

comfort of your own

home.

A8 games aaaie on Specrum,

Commocdors snd Amstrd

e Collction SrSpaitdia o5 oS
Pumgmml£|495 Emane B o £l £12¢ . >

WOOLWQ THS
== je ChhSIm3s




FPREVIEWS

SEAT BE

1ST)Bigoubein it Trasyani: wish ¢ brough it gac row!

12 Advanced Computer Entertainment

Vampire's
Empire
Magcbytes

Its that oh-so-new Ariclasoft
label again, with a Made in
Germany platiorm epic for C64,
Spectrum, Amstrad, ST and
Amiga. If the gloomy
atmospherics of these screens
e anything to go by. the
‘game's graphics should match
its Draculanian theme very
nicely. Vampire’s Empireis due
out in January, so start
sharpening your stakes right
now!

...and prepare

for take-off!
These little
babies are
queuing up
on the
runway right
now, and
should be
reaching for
the skies
from a shop
near you in
the next
couple of
months.
Check out
next month's
ACE for the
definitive
reviews...



PREVIEWS
Out Run
US Gold
‘This incredibly long-awaited gradient along with some
coinop conversion s the impresave rackside featues
streets on Cd, Spectrum, palm rees, speciators and the
Amstrad and ST very soon, and ke - but sl o gamepay. The
its st ot cleas how the home  production versionl have a tape:
micro versions wil medsuie up ot the onginal arcade musc 5o
10 the onginal very high Fassing Broeze ans wont se
standars The nearest tung out even on the Spectrum. But
Weve seen o finshed procuct il mechanical viokence fans
sofa s a Co verson with a be satstied by the highspeed
Very nice feel o1 speect cnd Croshes? Want and see

(scort B PHTFPI KLar)

(ST)Th conptrsues  summons: | ikt mans you!

Paranoia
Magicbytes

Yet more fom those prolfic Germans, courtesy of the equally proliic
the setting’s cn oppressive future world from

‘which you must sectetly plan your escape,

Deceiving the siate's a isky Proposition, o mind the central computer

‘doesnitcaich you at it The game's due out for all major micros some

time in January.

Grand Prix
500cc
Lorcel

Yet more 1acing action
on the way. this me.

bike, striving to outdo

e

afellow human being
pubisir

(ST) Burning rubber at Siversione.
Apollo 18 - - L
Mission to the
Moon

Electronic Arts

US computer game

ectly seventies, but that inal
‘mision could be lting off on
Your C54 ect soon now. From

Advanced Computer Entertainment 13



"PREVIEWS

Test Drive
Electronic Ars

Driving the rage right now. but

up with @ new angie on the genre with this one. Due out from EA this

‘month on Cé4, PC and Amiga, Test Drive lets you try out some of the
F

Porsches all make appearances - over timed road courses. The ttle
aims to give you the feel o the different cars handling charace
but dont spend too long assessing high speed performance of the
Highway Patrol will collar you!

The Hunt for
Red October

Argus Press.

PC.(ST) The Atntic Ocean on the main screen, with sonar 0pions on the ight

14 Advanced Computer Entertainment

Masters of the
Universe
Gremiin

| Based on the forthcoming Dolph
Lundgren fim, this new tiedn
follows cartoon character and
sometime plastic toy He-Man as

nasty Skeletor in (of all places)

| modem day Califomia. If youve.
ot @ Spectrum, C64 or Amstrad
You can defend the universe
from evl ater this month.

(05 Ho-Man bt Rt with e frcs of i
inacukaley. ¥

1 (5T) Good oking scren v he el 3
it ficu o se i it backgrount

Tonic Tile
The Edge

Just cant get enough of those
Ereakout clones? Played
Arkanoid and Impact to death
and stil want more? Then take
ook at this French batn'ball
etfort due out on the ST any day
now. Therell be a full review in
next month's issue, but this
screenshot should give you the




LOOTING,
GAMBLING
AND
SMUGGLING

REPORTS filtering through from Hong Kong suggest
that the might of TAI-PAN is threatened as a pretender to his
title is now becoming stronger every day after a speight of
pirate attacks on innocent merchant ships and an uncanny
run of good fortune in the gambling dens. Although rumours
now suggest that his own empire may well be in jeapardy as
mutiny strikes throughout his fleet.

COLOUR VANISHES

THE evil Zark strikes
again to leave our world void
of all its glorious colour.

Our only hope now is for
the magical powers of Wiz
and his fantastic feline
friend, Catelite to perform
their wonderous deeds —
indeed, Zzap has already
been quoted as stating “the
finest release this year”.

I USEDTO BE A FLY IN THE
OINTMENT

TRUE storyby
intelligent man.

A new experience, just
released by Denton
Designs, takes ‘growing-up’
to further dimensions.
Have you ever wondered
how you got here, which
track you took where you'e
going? Well Eco is the game for you. The graphics and
animation are a sensation and the game-play is just out.
of this world - a game for life!

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL

NE

RELEASES
NOW FOR THE

ATARI

=TS oV ERICK
SKIES

OUT

TOP Gun has gone through the roof! “Flying has
never been so easy — the hard part is winning!” says Top
Gun. On his latest lejuat couldn'tbost
— flyi
e b -charged e fly he later
quipped — “It’s simple, just enter the danger zone!”

ALLGAMES ONLY £12.95 FROM YOURLOCAL SOFTWARE DEALER
Ocean Software - 6 Central Street - Manchester M2 5NS - Tel: 061-832 6633 - Telex: 66 99 77
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LETTERS ™

Pin up | and Commodore speciast retaiers.
1.am a lyal reader of your siser | In addiion, any CPM» sofware
magazine, Amstad Action, and on | whose pubiher can be persuaded
arecent 1 o th local newsagent | | 1o supply it on 514" isk in Gom
spoted a glossy new mag calld | modore GCR or BM, Kaypro,
ACE wih a specal on soli 3.0 | Osbome or Epson MFM formats
games my favourte), can'be read by the 1571 and un on
Ficking rough theltters sec- | the C128 — | understand that at
o0 | read the frst leter, and | least one ICPUG member has been
ought'An, 5o tha’s where Connor | abe to oblain Locomotve Basic as .
sneaked of 10, nthing fo do wih | used on the Amstrads i ths way
the Foregn Legon ater a. for about £50 and i shouid be pos
1 have a suggeston: my bed- | bl o obiai olher programs aio. ; i ; i
foom val s paserd with arwark | 1t rdoal s musealy mincs, | S©Me SPicy stuff in the mail-bag this

and posters fom varous computer | Compute's Music System for ne | month: boasting software pirates,
magazies (1ol that | read hem) | Commodote 12864 (Compute! : sl L
and | know hat a ot of my fiends' | Books), an Amercan boowaisk | ACCUSations of anti-Amiga bias,
‘walls are t00. package similar to Rainbird's i - i
Wiy ot you_ punisn o | e Mook syl win 125 | ACCUSAIONS of anti-ST bias (can we

photolposter/pin-up of the ACE pro- | and 64 versions on opposite sises | be biased against both?), and letters
ducton team? We've never seen | of the disk from our oldest (71 years old) and

tham, or o you t0o ashamed of | Finaly if he jons the ndopen:
your handwork? dent Commodare Producs Users | youngest (5 years old) readers. Keep
What does Carre-Anne ook | Group (IGPUG) cooperate for £10 :
he? a year (plus £1 on joning for a | S€NAiNg the goods to
share), he will have access to their | ACE LETTERS, 4 QUEEN STREET.
Dominic Lacey free libraries of public domain soft- i ?
Grea Eversdon ware for Ces , 128 and oev, | BATH BA1 1EJ
amongst otters, covenng both
The AGE production team are a | lisute andseiousprorams inall 3 | quite icoly without having a com- | immeditaly want ot and bough t
sty roling bunch. They work or | moces, st by sening alark disk | putr al home as wa? Nof many | and 1l sgreed wit the 918 rat
tho quiet satisiacton of doing a | or wo pus retum posige and pack- | peopl buy @ microwave. ust | 1ngyou gavert
g00d jo,rther than fame ana | g o he apropriat Iovara, and | becauso hey o stacying cookery Kesp up he good work and
puticiy. As for Carie-Am (our | wil ecoro & copios a year of thir please continue to support he ST
subscrpons supramo) sh's | excelent magazine s wel Gotact Can you ol mo when Utima 1V wil
creture of rare beauy. Unorv- | the Membership Secetr. Jack | i Where's Ultima? be rolased for he ST. Ive been
raley, she 0o s @ mid type and | Cohon, at 30, Brancasier Road, | Gompared 1o the dul drvel of so- | waing for tfor mothe
oo ot wish her photo o boprin- | Newbury Par, ILEORD, Essox 162 | calld vl magazines you mag s
o 7EP, ot ring, 01-597 1229 (days), | brlan! | am amazed at your fan ntim
01-346-0050 (verings) el ] bl
ing £12.44 fo Gaunllf! B, you
Gommodors 128 Alan Wiggins Weve aready seen an 1BM ver.
S you ware urabi 1o hep R | Oxford sion of Ulima IV, so we reckon tha
Sl n i searc for softwars for ST version shouan' be 100 far
s nw Commodore 128 and 1571 | Tharsa whol ot of usefl fr- away: rest assured that well
Gk dive (November Loters) as | matn for C128 owners: Im sure | When | saw your GOLOUR | roviow a5 001 as we ca
one of he first C128D (e allin. | theyl bo mostgratefl. reviews and yout ingerious PIC |
aneverson) owrers and an IGPUG was simply astoundod. Your rviow:
menber, | hought | migh eniighien ng eam have managedtodo ealy | Sega is as Sega does
Joubon Wi d o ok indopih eviows o games. | loved | My Bacved G 4641 oopng he
Gameswise, there is very It | 1am gong 1090 a now computr, 3| he huge 2pago eview of Skl | garbage fom geting aney I the
spochcaly for the G128 1 know of | BBC ora ST. m tinkig of goting | gery wih a it socton Brlant | | rosoan bin Wiy? Becauss | have
ennanced versons of The Last V8 | a BBG as ifs tho samo a5 the found  new love Not another 8.5
(Masaronc) - sk only at £4.99, | schools ot an | am (aking GSCE Notancther 161! Notoven a com
08 Aocky Horor Show (CRL) | Gomputer Stues 1 ke th ST a8 ate! No, none of tese. v found
casato a 599 (maybo sk as | s gol @ huge memary and buitin ine Sega Maser System. 1 oa

wel and it s of course, the only 8- | disk drive. Can you please give me
bit machine running the full range of | some advice?

Infocom Interactive Fiction — mostly
in C64Mode but the ‘plus’ tites

Iy obsessed by it. And if | don' see
some real ‘serious’ feviewing of
forthcoming Sega games | might
have to get nasty, see. On a lighter

(Mind Forever Voyaging, Triniy and Hurstpierpoint note, | shall provide one question
Bureauocracy) can only run in 128 and one answer,
ode and only on B0-column moni- | Tricky one. A BBC Master is fkely | Carrie-Anne
or. (0 be more expensive than ar
There i a far larger selection of | with a lower spec. The BEC has
more serious software (word pro- | foads of software available, but the

gamming languages, etc) available | moment and i likely to get more in
in 128-mode versions, such as | the future. But there’s that GCSE
Superscript and Superbase fhe | e Ty e sk
can load together on a yourself just how useful it would be.
Vigawitre, Petspeed and omm fo have the same computer at
Pascal, all of which can regularly be | home as at school ~ don't most
found advertised by both pubiishers | people taking compuler studiies do
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FletTers

Question — Is there a catalogue |
can purchase reviewing Sega
games

Answer - Tum on your Sega Con:
Sole without cartidge or card in the
machine and hold buttons one and
two and the direction controller
down. Something wil happen?

Kur Sega reallyis my name!

Kurt Sega
London

With a name like that I suppose
you were destined to fall for the.
Sega. We all wish you both the
greales! happiness for the future. If

0wl o Moty
Lhoutd e sl o see you & caa.
logue of Sega products.

XOR offer
Could you please tell me about your
special offer on XOR. D

al he above from you? Would there
be anything off the price of the
ICON" and "XOR" designers if they
are aseperate package from the

actual game which is exactly the
type of game Ive been looking for,
and your review in issue one made
me decide 1o purchase, and your
discounts hopefully will_persuade
me to buy many games from you in
the near future. If you could please
answer my questions about *XOR'
etc. Then | would be most grateful

MrD Kyle
Watford

he XOR Designer is a separate
product, selling at £14.95 - but on
the BEC only. s not available
through ACE.
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¥ Help!
Help! | bought a Spectrum +2 about
8 months ago and ever since then
Ocean, Imagine, USS. Gold games
wil o1 load except the odd one.
Wiy is ths? And s there anyiing |
can'do besdes buying a new com.
puter?

Darren Moore
Wigan

We haven't had any problems here
with our +2. but we only got ours in

July. There were some problems

th older games, due o the slight

difterences between the old 48K

the +2's Basic. We sug-

gest you try all the normal adjust.
menls, such as checking

azimuth settings, and also ~

wrong with the software rather than
your computer, then get in fouch
with the supplier of the game and
see if they can help o if they wil
exchange the games.

[ ] wnn does he think

| nave smm e ind
have numbered ther

1) Who does R R Meranzan tink
he is? | refer to his leter in issue 2
of ACE. There is nothing wrong with
the cover and it is much easier o
see wha! great artcles are inside
than a piece of arwork for one
game. Mr Moranzani also says that
you need more colour inside ACE.
2) ACE has more colour reviews,
screen shots and articles than most

¥ Never heard such

rubbish
1 am ot sure whether there's any
point in my witing this letter about
an article writen in your third
tion of ACE, as the arice, about
Amigas and Atari STs, was clearly
witten in a very deliberate and
subtie manner.

ly observation is that al the

good points of the Amiga were
highiighted on the first colour

tom corer of the following black.
and white pages, which s obv
LT be read by

any.

As for your feeble explanation
about the Amiga's lack of soft
ware, again on the first page, |
have never heard such rubbish in
all my ffe. In America, the Amiga
has had higher sales from the very
start, mostly A1000 and A2000
models, and in that county it is
regarded as a games machine.
“The Atari ST has never held such
pretentions; it has been aimed at
the games market from the start
and even now Commodore don
seem bothered. | don' see why
your magazine should 6o their job
f

Your comparison with the C64
software_explosion simply does
ot hold water, as that com

o james

‘machine out and out.

rather that the only country
with more sense than

money.
As far as value for money is
concerned, the Atari ST
wins hands down. When
you consider it costs less

4 e v mthon e

how much extra one should pay
for the extra hardware contained in
. | would suggest the

software, what's the point of the
argument at all

1 have enjoyed the first two
editions of your magazine, but not
S0 much the tird. Atar deserve
success with the ST machine and
ifyou continue to run t down, | and
1 suspect many others will not buy.
any future issues. Be wamed!!

R J Lattimore
Havant

Of course the article was wiitten
in a deliberate and sublle manner;
we wouldn't want to have writen
something that was slapdash and
moronic, would we? As for accu
saions that we're ant-ST, | think
you're wide of the mark; both

attempt tocisguise the price difer-
ence between the machines; we
statodclearly, but without any
favourtism, that the Amiga has a
superior technical spec; we mere-
Iy presented the issues, and left
the readers o make their minds
up.

® ST bias?

I hink that your mag is great, but —
and a big ‘but’ it is 100 - why are
you doing most of the 16-bit work

and the excelent sound i can pro-
duce. | can guarantee the qualty
of the games it has 10 offer. The
price for the ST is very good
indeed and is well worth the
money. But, i you want o get

something really special get an
AMIGA. | can tell you it is well

AMIGA just has the edge on the
sT.

Steven Wright

Brackley

We review as much Amiga games
software as we can get our hands
on, and the Amiga features nearly
every month in the Graphics sec-
tion. It doesn't feature so much in
Music, largely because  there’s
very litte around in comparison to
the ST.

® Anti-Amiga mag?
In your ist issue you supply a ree
cassette for Spectum
owners, but f you own an Amiga
you gel a piddy litle 8 off some
old games ot even worth your
discount prices. If Speccy and
CBM owners think the free game
is rubbish they can sil use the
a blank. Me, | have 1o fork
out £17.00 for a rubbish
gamelbiank disk.

Iso Amiga reviews are thin
on the ground. Your graphics
review said that the HAM mode of
the Amiga is ‘rather impractica”
with 'very nasty restrictions’ | sug:
gest your reviewer has a look at
DigiPaint.

1 look forward to Issue 3 with

softwareibiank disk for the
Amiga (the ST and the Amstrad
are also getiing a raw deal)

G. Pracy
Attleborough, Norfolk

We are ot ‘ant’ any computers. |

hands on. We could possibly give
away Amiga games on the cover
— but would you be happy paying
£400 for the magazine? I trust
you find the gift on tis Chiisimas
Issue compatile with your
machine.




other computer magazines  avai
able. Also comments like “what wuz

7" are not in the least bit
funny and only make the magazine
look immature and stupid. Plus the
factthat ACE wil not get extra read
ers by pinching ideas from other
magazines.

“The only thing | can agree with
R R Moranzani over is the rating
system which is a very interesting
idea, especially PIC.

3)Doyou know f there will be the
Commodore Show in Manchester
and if so when? Last years show
was a bt of a disappoiniment as
none of the software houses sup:
portthe north

4) Thank to Pat for a great G.A.C.
column. Being a Commodore
GAC. owner | find it very interest
ing.

5) The competiions are great and |

ffom the baddies (o put t biuntly).

Thanks for a refreshing change
10 the normal computer magazines
which seem to spend most of the
pages siagging each ofher o,

Mitch Pomiret
Bramhall

Poor old Moranzani’ taken a bt of
a beating on these pages lately
let's make this the fast letter taking

C
‘Show planned for Manchester.

# Happy Amstradian
Tam whing a5 & Solges Amsiaa

specal offers and saving over £15
on two excellent new disk games.
Those savings would have been
much better to me than one (olg)
free game and a demo that would
hardlylast five minutes.

he magazine is superb; far
more mature, more stylish, more
colourul and with better features,
eviews, and specal offers than any
of the res, Issue 3 being the best
yet. As soon as | can afford it | wil
certaily subscrive and save even
more money.

Tim Hix
Tavistock
Ifs nice 1o ge a letter from an

are - and just how marvellous the.
‘magazine is.

repl

B Gamesy.wamesy plea

own a BBCMcr0 8 and was coing
ik ki g
{own a BEC) unti al of a boamit
sudden all those lvely games that
had been convrted rom machines
T the Spectrum and Commodore
were just wped off the shelves to

spend all my hard-earned pennies
on a C#, could you tell me whether
al those rice, kind, considerate per-
sonages are going to make a
gamesy-wamesy or three for my
puny Beeb,

Paul McKay
North Cheam

‘Superior and Audiogenic stil seem
10 be committed toBBC ‘gam

‘people producing the stuf

 Not running the
Gaunt

1 own a Commodore 64, complete
with isk v, and priner. Around
January this year, | purchased
Gauntlet on disk for the aforemen-
tioned 64, During play, the game
repeatedly crashed i random
ok, maing 1 tly rplyabl.
relumed the disk fo the shop |
bough i from and was gven a
replacement. Tris  replacement
copy d exactl the same ting as
the firs. Rather than retun the
game yet again, | wote fo U.S Gold
and 10 tis day | havent received a

y.
Recently, a friend gave me a
copy o the game which worked per.
fectly on his machine, yet crashed
ust ke the rest, on my machine. |
sent this copy to someone else,
who said it worked fine for him.
which leads e 10 the point of this
letter.

My 64 is quite old, indeed it
was purchased shortly after Com:
modore first released the machine,
and this | asume means that there
must be some diference between it
and later versions which hitherto
have not become apparen.

Al other software | have works
perfectly , but | wonder i the situa:
tion might occur with future releas-
es. and if there are any other
ancient Commodore owners who
have had any similar problems.

Being a student, | can il afford
to spend lots of money on software,
partculary if | have no idea f its
going to work on my machine,
Something which | am now going to
have 1o consider.

1 will be wriing to U.S. Gold

gain, but would ask you 1o print
this letter and do you think there is

any chance of getiing some
recompense for spending
nearly £15 on a game that
doesnt work on my
machine?

Howard Crowe
Harpenden

We don't know of any spe-

altenative game

¥ Is this a record?
190 137,470 points on your
Bubble-Bobble demo tape.
Is this a record for my age?
twas on a Spectuum +2.

William Barford, age 5 years.
Northampton

LETTERSY

game Paperboy but t did not give
me unlimited lives. | checked and
checked it but it stil did not work
could you tell me why? O, and by

and his
letter and saw the score

Yes, it probably is a record. Any
under-5s out there who'd care to
challenge?

S
WSS o Wi oo
Swidggery provem (page. 42)
tnere s souton, surey? You may
get iled bt f you gt the top da
mond st hen cash o he botom
one. I ik you wil get s before
you get crushed. Eut the prode
was ust about geting the da.
mands,wasrt 1 Do | ot a specia
prize forbeing lever (Skuldiggery
formy T2, No, den' ik so

David Hood
Glasgow

Any more letters like this, chummy
and you'l be in real trouble. We've
ot your address on fil.

E Paj rbom)mhbem
Thanks for a briliant and exciting

magazine. But there is one question
1 want to ask you. In Issue 2 —
Tricks ‘n’ Tactcs section | typed in
the Paperboy program. | then
checked it and then saved i, | then
ran it as you said and loaded the

the way, I've got

Lee Howar
Wheathampstead

The poke worked OK on our 64 in
the offce; we can only imagine that

copy of the program that means
the poke doesn't work

# Mail order misery
T'was wondering 1 you ould give

me some  advice on my rights as a
consumer. As a result of your frst
issue | appled to a sofware house
for some goods. Since then | have
witien 10 them four times and only
received two out of four of the items
which 1 applied for.

Both of the other two items

"]
have not written back

supnen Strain
nham, Swindon

First of all wrie to the company
concerned and el them you are
going to take the matter further. If
you stil do not receive satistaction.
get in fouch with your local authori.
ty's Trading Standards Offcer, or

Advanced Computer Entertainment 2 1
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Loa believe the price of ST soft-
—£25 a piecel Thats four for

£1001And ! Eoiinee for that
price. PLUS, | get a lot more
mileage out of my trusty Triumph
than Stargider, Goidrunner ot
even Supercycle

Luckiy | found a person who
gives me a copy of any ST il for
the price of a blank disk.

Thank God for software pira-
o

A. Doley’
West Midiands

eom rather proud of your

do the longer ST software prices
will remain as high as they are
and the longer software houses
will have an argument for keep-
ing them high? Piracy on this
scale is tantamount 10 stealing

& shouti e ashamed o your.

Commercial Plracy?
1 wish 1o tell a tale of naughty
deed that | happened to wilness
only two days ago.

in **** cty centre and
during my lunch breaks and | like
1o go out and look around the
shops. 00 coyl guesker | |
decided 1o go int
what demos mey were mnmng on
5005 and A2000s, and on
Archimedes.
Archimedes a demo was running
showing its version of the Amiga's
Hold and Modty. The Amiga 2000
was running a short demo for
thicko businessmen explaining the

advantages of muli-tasking.
‘Amiga 500 on the other

z
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hand was being used by a mem:

ber of stat for rather personal pur-

use or for use in the shop, but it
smacks of pure hypocrisy when
the software
indusiry and the computer maga-
zines attack home and business
users on the matter of piracy.
while people in a position of trust
and responsibilly treat the prod-
ucts that they sell s theirs for the
taking

' not moralising on
whether or t pracy s sccept
able as | ransfer games from tape
to disk on nd | also
receive copies from friends, but |
would like to draw attenton (o an

the editorial standpoint of being

morally superior as it would ruin a

fot of good debates in your leters
es

round off | would like you
o answer tuthfully the following
questions:

1. Have you ever copied an item

members of staf desie 10 take it
home to play, 60 you copy it for
the second person
4. What do you befieve is respon.
sible for software piacy?
5.0 you believe there s a reme-
dy o reduce or s0p piracy?

hope you answer i letter
in  faify sensible manner. Please
donit write halfa page of bull slag-
ging me o

Stephen Sheridan
Kings Norton

Answers.
1. Yes
2. ves

3.No
4. A combination of poverty, high

lower prices, more honesty

ask the local
Bureau to help.

In the last resort of course,
joumay have to goto. the poiice
but usually these things are settied
before that stage.

Citizens Advice

Adults

Rt Am\ga disk of
some of unusual digitsed material -
put that in your magazine if you
dare...or are you just aiming at
Kids? | have plenty more material, a
good understanding of the art side
of the Amiga and all the art pack
ages available if you need review.
ers

Mark Hodsman
Gainsborough

No, we're not just aiming at kids'~
that's why we're not printing your
photos.

Controversy of last
‘mont

Sorry about my letter you printed! It
was a ltle unclear. | believe strong-
Iy against the abuse of women! But
enough of that! | thought | might
take up your pointt of excessive vio-
lence i the computer gaming world
1 think that

Ocean, US Goid etc have simply
found the soft spot in a gamer's
heart. However, many of us claim
that we are pacifsts; the fact is we.
all like nothing better than a good
episode of the A-Team or a realy
gory Stephen King masterpiece.

As for computer games, Rygar
is a fine example of a promotion ad
for a game. In the arcade, | bet you
don't think of it as carving a wedge
in some poor souf's chest. No! It is
merely a bashing of meanies {0 gain
points. Simiarly, | don' think that
violence is realy taken that serious
Iy in computer enlerainment. Take
Commando, Green Beret, Who
Dares Wins and the huge amount of
clones a based around the unnerv-
ing butchery of a Vietnam army,
nobody cares as long as the game
plays well. There is a ltle deviish
part of us that gets released whilst
playing though, | can remember me
smirking with glee when | punched
a club wielder in Renegade off the.
end of the subway! Ha!

Demetri Panayi
Harrow

Failed expectations

1 was dolighied when your maga-
zine appeared on the news stands
but,aias, | have again been llled in
o subscribing fo sometning which

does not come up o my expecta-

Beleving that with the staff who
produced  Personal  Computer
Games this was a rebirth to Cover

mag, | readiy sent off my sub.

a pensioner of 71 years |
used o enjoy typing the listings in
the now defunct publications. Not all
of us are computer boffns and there.
was always a lot of pleasure in get
ting the listings correcty on to tape

up 1o the standards of commercially
produced games.

Unfortunately | see from your
reply 1o John Hammond (lssue 2)
and Don Griffin (Issue 3) that you
hold the supercilious view of the

thing in your mag which is of real
interest 1o me.

C.Gannan
Redcar

Im sorry that you don't like the
unrepentant

snpmshmled somware i sooms 10
use that there is just no point at all
in spending hours typing in a Basic
program ~ and even less point in
Gevoting valuable space to them in
the magazine. Its not as if we
promised to print listings and then

tree; although some of the artices
in ACE are written by boffinish peo-
ple, we always bear in mind that
our readers are a mixed bunch
spanning a wide range of exper
ence and knowledge.



Yo bave fooped reasure beyond
your witdest dpeais
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rSPECIAL

GAME
OF THE
FUTURE

e It's Xmas 1992, and you're loading

e s b up the brand new game some kind
soul's just given you. But what kind

b plimboeire g of game will it be? What sort of
machine will you be loading it on?

Andy Wilton investigates.




new generation of mictos s already
on the horizon: power mictos, fast
enough to run whole new types of
game. Micros using the technology
on these pages are stil a long way awe

 you could be play

spread the work of running

game Letvem ey et
v it

Anything could happen.
in the next five years. Five years ago
octrum was brand new, and showed
out the yearoid Com.
 rother lightweight precur.
o of the o4 wih only K of memary as
sandad. At £125 for the 16K model and
only €175 for one with a massive 48K the
Specirum was the ST of ifs age: it delivered
move bangs per buck, and quite a lot more
atthat
Onthe b h s ho com

Spectrum. It was, s it tumed out, but ts high
price, low power and late arival were fo

prove its undoing,
The ballooning of memory sizes and the
pricing broke games out of

speciALT

Conqueror

8-bit machines need not apply
it e ek e g

o e 4 200 g o e s
i v e o g B e o e b
o e Gty of o S A s sl of b e
o v ks o g Sy e

e games scene
totake shape.

processor speed and

vast number-cru

BBC micro that | thetr conop coned slagnation, making
b 110 Qropicaly mpect o e | Whole e e s pesibie. St Pouss muscamad. e
v today started to
The use and abuse of power Pavallel processing
pov the ST's 68000 or the we can rer is about
Xmas 1990, Areacy 3D Galax | | memory speed. Theres  limit o the rte you
e athigh speed,andits | | ca get o conv
Withhe fr grcterpo . © n at
becore viabie?
Ray Tracing
and Amiga, this slow
naginary
(. and exist-
sice shows frames.
classic Ami per and even Tim Moore's
high speed ST ly known as parallel processing, and its
. , miored | | already a wellestablished L)nrc.ple in the
As Pete Cooke ‘ ments can tackle
Tau Cet
much,
Otrnvise
tinel or Driller mould.
Fractals
it
L
N atoak
‘spicuous lack of interest in them for games purposes.
Fractals deserve a good deal more attention than this, now that
high-power
crags! I ST ray-racing demo by Tim Moore.
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blems by putting thousands of processars
o work on ther eously.
Even if you dont have £10 million

megabyte or mote of memory, you can get
its 68000 central processor doing one job
whie ifs bliter - effectively a graphics pro-
essor I ifs own right - gets on with cother
By this time next year however, ST owners
will be able to do a sight better tham that

ABAQ

e for launch in the first half of 1988, the

1:>nnc:>rrv-g Atari/Perihelion ABAQ worksta-

tion wil ofer maforeague parcllel procos,

ing power that plugs straight in the bach

your ST. The projects based around the 500
ter, a chip that has (along with is it

tie brother the T414) been quietly taking the

by storm over the last two

their Archimedes micro - the T800 is a British

design, haling from West country chip mag-
imos. Also ke the ARM, its a 32:bit
you could be forgiven for
the idea of plugging a T800
y lie Acoms plugrin second
BC micro, In @ sense @
very sy excmple of parallel procesing on
 home micro: but there ce some big difer
ences

a start, the T800 add-on wont just get

Speed vs. screen size
ison ‘Size'

art packages and machine sales brochures describe the screen in terms of the resolu-
mmﬂmwvmm«)wmmmmmn avallable simuhtaneously. Both of these have
the amount of screen

memory required. For example, mAmldCPCm\EKWImnoﬂsnmxmllmm
16 colours,

takes up, po
than their

‘game on it That's why

. With ever
proba-

larger game screens - the 256-colour

the biggest yet — micro power has fo carry on
tising just 1o keep games running at current
speeds!

“This vicious Gircle isn't nearly as bad as it

sprites the size ofthe entre,screen i typical
‘games display modes. Quick game of Space Har-
rer, anyone?

your ST thinking faster: ifll give you vastly
better graphics from ifs own onboard video
these at incredible.

L the Trasputer,Acois ARMcipis g theflgfor i,

chips, and manipulate rabgtinerses

speeds. In truth i isnt really an add-on for

the ST at all high performance com-

puter that relies on the ST only for keyboard | else around. Each one of them is almost an

input and disk storage. | entire computer an one chip, complete with
The second big diference is down fo the | 2K or 4K of RAM dlready built in. Linking

et s childspiay: Inmos have buit
combat helicopter simulator
air pilots 1y

T80 self. From the outset the Transputer
family were designed as parallel processing
s, making them quite unlike anything.

then toget]
a multi-playe
that lets four or more e

Dynamic Universes

4 Isometric exercises

it your micr.

6 A world is born

s ket 1 ¢ 1 s B

Kt
approachas befr, bt s ooking much et
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YOUR MICRO 5
DESERVES THE BEST...

When your home or business micro costs several hundreds of
pounds, it deserves the finest repair facilities in Europe (well,
probably!). And the finest prices — £5 off trade rates for a limited
period only. % How? At Verran we use our own range of advanced
automatic test equipment (now sold worldwide), backed by
stringent 2-8 hours soak-rack testing. That means speed, ultra-low
prices and, most important, guaranteed reliability. For the first
three months we'll repair any fault free. For the next three, at half
these quoted prices. * It's the finest service available.

* Currently we handle over 3500 products on average every day.
Providing services for such leading companies as Amstrad plc,
Commodore Business Machines, Sinclair Research, Rank Xerox,
Dixons, Currys, Boots, W H Smiths, John Menzies and many more.
* Join them and take up our special offer now.

Recommended and Approved by

AMSTRAD ATARI COMMODORE
ACORN SINCLAIR

EUROPE’S LEADING
COMPUTER REPAIR CENTRE

...AND UNBEATABLE DISCOUNTS ON ALL COMPONENTS!

K Withover £500.000 worth of spares in stock we.

Power Supplies
oot

w o 1950
et many o you specabsedrenuramers sm i 150
W e fow sxamstes a0 for snytn ot %

toed st cl s and we i ey 500 Al ahows picesincude VAT butlaase ncose
inclusive of first class post. " =ity ol -

50 postand packing on sl component
orders.
How'

conTacT s
K For quotes on computers ot isted or on

any component teleohone 0276 66266,
(Quoting ACE/018).
K Tosndus your micr o repac i Rsecrey

fed by cheque,posta order

Micro Maintenance Limted)or
Barclaycard number Andto

iscount quote ACE/018.

erran \ 4 Verran Micro-Maintenance Limited, Unit 2H & 2J, Albany Park, Frimley
Road, Camberley, Surrey GU15 2PL. Telephone 0276 66266.

Merry Christmas from all of us at “Verran “
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cnound the same solid 3D landscape, ing

S
&g

\ presumably because
hero s 5o wesclfo get cever with hat
much power available!

T e drawback of Transputer

ogy i he mopant s the e

e Acon-~ add-ons have mosty bee:
within reqc} s e
‘Nt Portin box plus software will prob-
ably be around the £3000 mark. Put that
together with the price of an ST (and it may
have to be a pricey Mega ST at that) and
youve got a bill that makes the Archimedes
ook very che

Tho Atei/Perhslon Tarsputer box wil

o hovi e croune et 1 spec
of the Amigars) and - the real point of all this
- its own picture output. Thiow your old

monitor in the bin folks, because this one will
be able 1o tum out a 1024x768 screen in 256
colours, or a 512x480 one in around halt &
million of them

The box is intended s a workstation 5o
hat kind of graphic output isnt actually
S ok Whether a future T800

= e

handle @ screen that sze. With titchy’
screens like the ones an Amiga or Archie
uses, the dynamic duo could surely pert
staggering feats

The question is, are Atari planning a
Transputer-based in the forsee-
able futus? Opinions difler: mamy see ABAQ
as the start of just such a project, with a fin+

plics
Sam point fo e high price of the Tmsputers
themselves- even after a tecent price cut
Talds qm = £180 each - and  the fast

RAM but the optimists wont be
discor ncged Transputer

‘prices generally are falling all the time.

In practice
1ts o good having Gl that power to hand if

pushing their machines at all, with many
‘games stil partially written in high-level lon
quages such s C. This makes them consid
erably slower than they need to be - the
sluggishness of so many ST and Amiga
‘games is often attributed. rightly or wrongly,
to a high C content - but it has its advan:
R S soft
‘e house are concer

For progiammers, .ﬂv‘gnuges like C can
make life a good deal easier, and cut down
writing time. For software houses it makes
their games more portabie, cutting down on
to convert from one

Toan ex Bt aphese te o5
markets going through. Early Spect

garmes often contained large chunks of e
and '100% machine code’ was a proud boast

30 Advanced Computer Entertainment

in adverts of the time, whete nowadays ifs

taken for granted on all 8-bit machines. The
16-bit C-monsters can't match the speed of
the machine code opposition so theyte start
ing to die out, but such games may well find
 sater niche on high-power mictos.

‘The problem is mosly that, with the enor-
mous increase In speed they offer, power
‘micros will let a programmer get aw
using C. As Zarch author David Braben point-
d out, On the Archimedes you could even
write a marketable game in Basic. Its going
to take a lot longer before high-level lan:
‘guages cre diopped on ARM or Transputer
micros.

Transputers present machine code
grammers with additional obstacies. Uing
networks of Transputers can be very fough
going indeed at such a low level. Inmos
themselves strongly recommend the use of
the parallel processing language Occam
instead, and the signs are that most pro-
grammers will toe the ne on that one. The
chips designed to be programmed in
Occam, it programmer Andy Walker

1td be worth the slight loss of speed to
get proper parallel processing.

Sprite send-off?
Not only will programming fechniues have
o be re-evaluated, so will the on-screen pre-
sentation of the games you play. With
‘machine power and screen sze on the way
up conventional ‘bt dump (that is, sprite
) games start to look less attractive
tham at present.1f your machine can handie
o prte lager than te ente scroon (ee
Power and Screen Size) & game's going o
v o 6 ot hat o achuclly pIess .
one. The bit-dump games of today just won't
show o the power mictos capabiltes. Fur
thomre youte witng a game ot mico
g screen youll have @ tough tme
fiting your sprs and background onto o
conventional disk. (A CD could manage it
though - see separate box)

On the other hand, the new chips will be
able to handle the calculations and crea-il-
ing of reclistic 3D games far better tham cur-
rent machines can. Higher resolution dis-
plays will also suit 3D games very nicely.
with fewe jagged eges and beer definition
on smal objecis. Given the prestige atiach:
ing to realitic 3D - no vectors tlle has ever
been launched as a budget game, for exam-
ple - such techniques should also efch

CD capers
Two or tree years ago, th fuure looked CO-
shaped. Laserdisc con-ops lke Mach Il and
Dragon's Lair heralded a new ora of TV-qual-
1y qraphis you could iteract wih, Wel, s
he way tlooked, anyhow.

Compact discs are undoubtedly wonderful
{hings and could have a ot 0 offer the games-
player of the future. Their enormous capacity
for data - over 500Meg (that's 500,000K) on
one disc - makes them naturals for home
computer use. CDs would be great for distri-
ouon oy aes b oy i s
s, b oo css

r Dragon's Larr sly\e mmmwe
ko pa s Pow atch
e e o s ohaner o games

S ot

under development, but the qmuay pml)
lom isnt going away. nteractve video

like Dragon's Lair are something of b
‘end — a cop-out, opined David Braben (he of
Eite and Zarch fame). They only have a sim-
ple ree siructure which gives the player very
litle to do. The way 1o get TV qualily graphics

ferm.” (C1. the White Wizard's views on mult-
choice adventures in ACE 3)

games a better price. Wil sprites rise to the
challenge, o just fall by the wayside? T dont
think sprite games will ever die out.'scid ST
programmer Tim Moore, ‘but theyl certainly
take a beating, 3D games are a lot harder fo
wnite though — there’s @ lot more o go
wiong.

added power of 16-bit technology.
will not only bring us products with mor
punch, it will also change the nature of the.
games themselves. Certain types of game
(stiategy and wor-gaming, for example)
have never reclly caught on with the mass
market, smply 8:bit machines cidn?
have the power to do Justice {0 the compulc:
tion involved. Suddenly whole new cate-
gories of game are getting ready to come out
e -t ok ot Wy
versal Military Simulator, reviewed in ths
ssue - games that really do bring us one
step closer to building a complete ‘garne-unt
verse' inside a computer. Fasten your seat
belt and prepare for take-of.

On-line low-down

Youcan
d, your plane.

y pay things Doct Doudle Ph tha
g
necting cable, butf he's on the o [
of
3 for this gap. Ay
half Eite- or Gauntletsyle
o po:

ded, thats,
mers' while — but there would be probig

.
The tincks th acual phone comnecon:wih h g Gulty of g BT s s
ougt

icro has 10

tough
ol the central
asecond.

"2 o v 50 s
'S new

System X wil make higher data speeds a sight more relable.




*STOP PRESS* NEW MIDI DEMONSTRATION SUITE OPENING SOON.

"You've probably heard about us!"
We supply and support Universities, Schools, Colleges,
Government Departmems Businesses and hundreds of
customers both in the UK and Europe.

OVER 600 SQUARE FEET DEVOTED TO THE ST IN OUR BATH SHOWROOM

* ST HARDWARE - We carry the full range from mice to Megas.

* ST SOFTWARE - Hundreds of titles always in stock.

* ST USER GROUPS - We will be delighted to make you special offers
* ST DEALS - Special value packs, finance and part exchange.

NEW PRODUCTS - Available direct from us or dealers nationwide

MONITOR MASTER

Atoghosnpescverhatsis oy ST
ot agun s, o, ga
90 bur,

GRAFIX from ShackSoft

ing 8 host of raghic

0 contai
funcions. PER, LN PLOT. PIXEL aing, ARBRUSH, TEXT B0

BAR, GIRGLE POLYGON, FiLLr ELUPSE LASSOO, TAKE CHONK.
USE CHUNK, OUTLINE, MIRROR, SHEAR, ROTATE, SCALE, DIS.
TORT, WOBELE, MIRRGR, SCRAPE, USER DEFINED filpatis and

Yoy by sy T bt i
o ‘ustom by for he ST.
iy Koo sy s e ot o your

Koyboard by saic olecticty.
£7.95

MOUSEPATH Mouse Mat.
on. Moving aros 1h siface o e average desk can be Ihe ring 4 bicyce over
£6.95

8E Chelsea Road, Lower Weston,
Bath, Avon. Tel: (0225) 310300

GRAFIX rivals both in
of use. Perspective and isometric drawings are supported by the PLINE
and AXILINE functions. An infinite number of brush shapes, spray patiers
d erasers are availat
GRAFIX is 100% mouse driven andworks on ive screens. Images can be
S e e
VERT

GRAFIXbi

DEGA t. This flexibility allows screens to be exported to applica-
Gons ke 19T WORD PLUS,
1X will un on all ST's with mono monitors and s Biitier compatible.
L 5

16.50
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ACE and
Casio are
offering you
the chance to
walk away
with EITHER
one of the
new DG20
digital guitars
OR the latest
MT600 key-
board. Pick
up a pen and
get down to it
NO!

Your name:
Phone number

The Questions

) DODGY GEEZER

b) DIATONAL GADGETRY
©) DIGITAL GUITAR

2) PETE CONNOR'S MUSIC (ugh)

2. The MT600 features PCM rhythms. Does PCM smc for: (Tick approprate box)

ENTRY FORM

FUNK IT UP!

|

DG20 Digital Guitar
If you've never played a guitar in your lfe, this

instrument will open up a whole new musical
experience for you. I you have, then il biow you
away. That's because the DG20 uses a MIDI
OUT facilty o crive any other MIDI instrument, so
You can strum drums, sirum synths, strum home
keyboards, and generate sounds and effects you
never thought possibl,

'DG20 was reviewed in Issue 1 of ACE. It
features 20 preset voices that you can combine
with sustain, reverb, mute, and soloichorus
effects 1o take you straight into the charts. Sack
the drummer - you've got 12 PCM (Casio's Pulse
Code Modulation system) drum rhythms as well
as four builtin drum pads 1o get things moving
There's also an 11-step Uranspose facilty
footswitch, headphones, and builtin speaker. Add
all that o the MIDI OUT facilty and you've got a
powerful instrument for generating a whole range
of musical effects. Normally it would set you back
£279 (including VAT)..but we'e giving you the
chance to walk away with one for the price of a
stamp. Fillin the form and start reaming,

Your address:

Postthis form (or a photocopy) fo: ACE Casio Compelifion, 4 Queen Street, BATH, BAT 1EJ

| How to enter...

MT600

This litle gem really shows off Casio's paces. Ifs
their latest model (RRP £225 + VAT) and offers
0 less than 40 preset tones, from Typhoons to
Pearl Drops, Pipe Organs to Vioiins. Its eight
ote polyphonic with a four-octave mini-keyboard
and is packed with features, incuding

Chordioperation memory, which gves you a
basic sequencing function hoiding a stunning
1304 chorg entres and 395 operational changes
~20 superb PCM auto-rhythms.

Auto-accompaniment, featuring the Casio
Chord system that adds fullchords and accompa
nying bass patterns at the touch of a single finger.
- Fullstereo out put

Pitch-bend wheel adds new twists 1o your
musical expression.

MIDI INOUT means you can hook it up 1o oher
MIDI equipment, or drve it from your computer
using appropriate MIDI software

First, the difficull part ~ you'l nged a pen.
Once you've got that over wih, the rest is
easy. Think you can manage it? OK...Here
goes..Hold the pen in your right hand (eft i
you'e left handed) and il in the form below.
Don' forget to indicate whether, if you'e a
winner, you want the free keyboard or the
froe guitar. Then all you have 10 6o is pop
the form (or a photocopy) inthe post...Easy!

1. Does the DG in DG20 stand for: (Tick appropriate box)
i

a

Post code

Questionnaire section:

Your answers to these questions will help us 1o bring you a better

magazine.

How much do you enjoy th dieret soctions of ACE? Please rae

) PERFEGTLY CONTROLLABLE MDI 3

& PULSE CODE MODULATION 3 ik gl
e = e =

e choce: Rroodes ot

one o e cky vimers, | woud s o rcsbe i LD s

0620 Gultar Graphics section Special Offers

MT600 Keyboard o Music section ACE Pink Pages

Is there anything new that you would like to see included in future

issues of ACE?

ey 198 A
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OVER

EXCITING |
EVENTS

AVAILABLE FOR
AMSTRAD
COMMODORE
SPECTRUM
SPECTRUM + 3

CASSETTE
£12.95
DISK

£17.95

FROM YOUR LOCAL
SOFTWARE DEALER NOW!
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[R— Dicomeds

esentaion gagics ratd usng
552,00 Produce X grahics wokstation

Next time you're
trying to do some
animated 3D on your
ZX81, you might like
to think about what
you could create if
you could only save
enough money for a
really powerful
machine — something
costing a mere 20 or
30K, perhaps. Com-
puter Graphics 87
displayed the Ferraris
and the Lamborghinis
of the graphics world.
Chris Jenkins went
along for ACE; he
didn't have enough
cash to buy anything,
| but he did bring back
| this report.
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here’s no doubt that good graphics sell

‘was hard to believe they were rows of pixels
and ot the real thing.

The show covered four main arecs:
imaging, b pure design and

the October Computer Graphics 87 Show at
London's Wembiey Conference Centre were
frying to convince visitors to do.

‘The eighth show of s kind, CG7 includ-
ed a festival of computer-animated fims, a
series of very high-brow conferences, and
displays flom almost 150 companies
involved in the very big business of making
computers make pictures. The results were
mind-boggling: o flood of images. some just
about within the capabllities of high-end
home computers, others so realitic that it

animation. Imaging is the jagon for the
| tremsterof computer images to other formats;

‘puter unless its intended purely for use in a
game, Hardware such as digital stil cam-
€., movie cameras, multicolour piotters
and laser printers was on show at prices to
‘make your eyes water.
Even more expensive were the graphics
| systems themselves. At the low end. [BM PC-
compatible software systems such s those
from Dicomed and Genigraphics can pro-
duce a huge range of charts, graphs and
| diagrams using a simple data entry routine.
The results can be polished up with different

COMPUTER
GRAPHICS 87

a
Animaed graphics rom Access d, by Diga Pictrs.




text fonts, selectons of colours and back-
ground effects, to produce a slide or over-
head projector image which should help
convince the manging director that you
reclly do deserve that raise.

Amlga Workstations
You can aiso put together an e

processor chip, hard disk and plotting tabiet,
The Scottsh Amigar Centre showed a system
working out at around £8000 which pro-
duced some impressive work using software

Cumpule annation matedwith v cton e Parmour TV
st Asoman

The recl heavyweights in the graphics
‘world, though, bocst palettes of over sixteen
‘milion colours, and Tesolutions up to eight
thouscmd lines.

The

GRAPHICS™

‘Smartes o, by ighal Pictres; more computer aination

cmimated computer graphics is Digital Pic-
tures, who are responsible for the TN News
‘and Opportunity Knocks tile sequences, and.
Smanties, Access and Yopiit adverts - these
represent the most sophisticated computer

Yy

Many of these are used for technical

CAD _(computer-cided
geograp!

same systems, with different softwaze and
‘petiphercls, ocm also be used 1o produce pic-
tures which no paintand-paper artist could
ever hope to crecte.

Letrasets llustrator system, for instance,
uses @ 1024x768 pixel dispiay and a palete
of 248 coloursfrom a choice of 16.7 millon.
You can efther create a picture from scraich.
ot feed in a sconned photograph, o a video
image, and rework it

Tlustrotor features all the controls you
would expect 1o find on @ home computer
paint package; polygons, solids, ines, brush
shapes, atbrushes, fips, zo0ms, totates and
s0orth. The finished picture can be output fo
im, mwu' printers, or video
systems like the
e a1 e Iustrator look
1ke ZX80. This £52,000 system has 46 Mb of

storage on hard disc, and @
output resdlution of 8000 lines. No wonder
some images look so rect that you
wantfo 1each out and touch them.

-..and super-heavyweights
o far we've been talking about sytems with
mere telephone-number prices. The next
sep up ae he nercontinenil telephone
, often over half a million
s, wich produce the sort of images
which you see every day on television.
Perhaps the most impressive source of

avalable.

A typical Digital Pictures production
begins with plams or solid models being con-
verted o digital form using sophisticsted
soanners. Some objects such s mountainous
backgrounds oan also be created “procedu-
rally’, using techniques such as fractals.

‘The results are stored in a Data General
MVI0000X mainframe, then transferred to
an IRIS 2400 recitime cnimation sulte. The.
amimation s set up using  wire frame repre-
sentation of the various objects to be

1o a ‘fame Store where

the detats of colour and

el

techniques such as the deligtfully-

D T et wh reclisically
— s rooctve e

such as “fexture mapping’

R computer or patnted images to

be incorporated. into the animation, and

other properties such as sublle texturing,

tramsparency and translucency can be smu-

lated too.
‘whole cnimation o then be down-
loaded into a video editing system such as

incorpo- |

Ramiek sy at o €22 grapics iy syston
S o et - oy e Rt
Joss tan 1Sk

Quu'mel Paintbox, or incorporated with 0

budding computer artist
hope to achieve with affordable equipment?

What's in it for you?
While the Atari ST and Commodore Amiga
oom already produce impressive tesults using

of home computers will be even more
impressive ly.

‘Already, Acom's £800 Archimedes s cre-
atng a stir with its
Reduced.

Set
Computing (RSC), which
enable  sophisticated
graphics to be animated
better than ever before
on a home computer

ing speed will be such that animation and
video interfacing  capabilities should be
impressive.

D e s e
expensive  workstations used
novicly bo avidctie 1o the home wer
when the price of the tecnology comes down
- as it nevitably will So next time you see a
stunning computer animation on TV, reflect
that this time next year you might even be
able to do the same thing yourself.
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storyboard

nless you Live in London and only
ever watch Thames TV - and ACE
| recders are more adventurous than

that, crent they? - you must have
iced  huge increase in the quality of TV
| station idents'or logos; an improvernent that
is langely due to the growing importance of
computers as design tools. The famous 4
started things off and has been followed by
a host of other computeresigned and ani-
‘mated logos.

Another landmark in this process
e i Pty o v when Yol

36 Advanced Computer Entertainment

ge can e e on e oo b profession

shire TV unveiled their own new ident, a
gold chevron Y rotating above a sea of liq:

gold - 50 forcing Thames to postpone.
their own iquid logo'

Its a simple enough image you might
think, but a second look would reveal that
the liquid from which that tyke chevion
emerges is incredibly realistic. Anyone who
has ever tried to draw even a static image of
a liquid surface will relise how complex it
can be, especially when more than one

e of waves i nvolved.

The story of how this degree of realism

Some of the most
| advanced computer

THE GOLD
STANDARD

graphics you're likely to

| see is when you watch

| the old telly; adverts and,
in particular, the station

| logos take the technolo-

gy to its very limits. Brian

Larkman brings you the

story of how one such

logo - the Yorkshire TV

gold chevron - struggled

in to existence.

was achieved illustrates perfectly the com:
‘plexities of producing broadcast quality com:
‘puter graphics. It also shows how quickly the
techniques of the graphics industry are
becoming available on atiordable home
computers.

The cutting edge

‘As with almost every technological endea-
our, the most oniginl computer graphics are
developed from ideas formulated by soft
watre engineers working at the cutting edge
of resecch. One thrust of this edge has been




‘SINCLAIR

¥4 QUALITY APPROVED REPAIR CENTRE

Update Your Rubber
£ NKeyboara toa
" T
R WHILE YOU o Shestm,
m red WAIT SERVICE wsop x‘&m:mﬁ for oniy
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT | same 2 ditace = 5

ﬂ TEN * REPAIR SERVICE

= Wil yoU WAt SpeCtrum repais £22.50.

' 50X 0D GaMes Worth 3500101 Y0U t0

P
core ok i3
+ T mos p o date tst equpment
Ceveame oy st et L o
s rthinyour compuer 2 £109 ‘::,,,‘:",,,E,m".‘f"
. o

testea before recurn

PICking and VAT (Nota between price

)
e whiten guarantee on i repairs

TOTSTIONE ] keveoaro

LW YE‘" MEMBRANES

j‘}\RE VOU ANOTHER CUSTOMER - fed up.
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FGRAPHICS

in the realistic portrayal of liquid surfaces
Stuart McEwen, softwaze designer at the YTV
logo producers Electric Image, has evolved
‘complex

a coincidence o fully edlise’ his

ged with the responsibilty ¢
ing a new ident for YTV, Jett Parr
promotional graphics for the company - was.
mbitious: T wanted to do something impos-
sible’, he says; and McEwan seemed o be
the man for the job. Discussing the various
impossibiltes with Electric Image the idea of
a moving liquid surface seemed the most
likely. The next step in realising such an idea
was the production of a series of storyboc
‘The lustrations show the o
approved by th
w the various stages of the animation

of devs.
o

[k HR

The Tmorow's Worage: tomorow’ computer graphcs - oday

BT-ahase hone bispy for some iy grapics

TV station Identity
Symbol

For a variety of reasons, the production of sta-
bec

niques. TV companies are not shy of
ing cash in compeiton for both viewers and
advertisers , 5o the prestge of a successful
logo is important. TV companies are also in

collaboration with the advertiing industr; its
financial clout and technical expertise. in ram-
ming home a visual message are readiy
available. Flashy idents that are more than
ust corporate symbols are therefore aimost
Inevitable.

the emergence of the glistening gold
chevion from the liquid gold: the surfac
uncannily like the final image when you

‘consider the software was not yet written; the
solid yellow Y rotating against  black back:
ground. Next came the difficult bit

simulating software
cous do e impossi

using the same basic principles as e
able to Amiga owners from Sculpt 3D.
‘Altiough the groundwor had clready been
done by other people, it was still necessary fo
study several books on oceanogiaphy
order to devise the algorithms that accurate:

e Loz v oo plex.
of working day and night

Amiga ray-traced chevron

38 Advanced Computer Entertainment

and the simulation was complete; but
although it was technically correct the sur
Eh 1l lacked q certain some-

\g that McEwam could not quite get i
Weets of fshaing work dic not provide on

answer. In the end the finishing touch was
after a few hours

With the insight that these sketches pro-
Vided McEwan was able o pertect the an
mation, a fine exampl of the value of col
laboration between soffware designers and
graphic artsts

A system called Doris

‘A stl from the final sequence can be seen

on the previous page. Electric Image use a
system they call DORIS. It
VAX11/780 conr

consists of a
nected by Econet to four Sil
ics IRIS workstations and a Gould.
£ frame-buffer developed by
or their flight simulators. Alto
geler. aprty povertu ysem costg ey
eral hundred thousand poun he
less, the final image shown o kock 48
an hour o render (paint) - though it IS pro-

duced at an incredible 16, 000 line resolu:
tion
s o emenis frariec at lower
ame.

ot
spite of this it s st quite amazing that
Ray Tracing should be avaiable at all for &
home computer. It you have the time

approximtely 16 days per second of anima:

1l be poor compared to DOR
she cost 1500 times the price of an
niga!®

then

NEXT MONTH

Next month we promise — cross
our hearts and hope to die — that
we'll be bringing you a selection
of readers' artworks; pressure of
'space in this Christmas issue
meant that we had to hold over
those exciting pictures.

And if you don't think you're in a
fit state to be showing your work
around at the moment, don't
worry - we'l also be starting our
How To Do It series on computer
graphics; could you be the next
Leonardo? You won't know
unless you try; so don't miss the
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Review November Issue |

“Don’t take our word for it, take the word
of the reviewers who like strategy games”.
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Fearless reporter Chris Jenkins
strides in to the arcades to
struggle with squidoids in the
horrifyingly funny Xenophobe,
then blasts heffalumps and
vacuums a few ghouls in

Ghostbusters

® XENOPHOBE mutant monsters

Bally Midway ne. The charas.
20p per game ters - blessed

Xenophobe is so marvellous that I had to be

and kicking. Based very loosely indeed. @
the plot of the movie Aliens, if combines sul
lime cartoonstyle graphics with non- stop
el
of the maximum of three players
b o qungp wit Gitioger it
thumbbuttons. The screen is spii into three
sips o show coch players pnt of view. As
{oe playens e enher
stk ogetner To protoct each o
case the view in each smp s the
e - go el sepacte ways i o difer-
ent areas of scer
i game s st on ct space st st
d with the most revolting, slimy, aggressive

0

s Dr. Zordiz (ged:
dit”) and Colonel
Schik

marked  resem:
blance to familiar faces from Star Trek and
initially materialize in the transporter room of
the shuttle.

As you move through sets of siding doors.
info the separate
attacked by a

legs, shellike creatures which shoot forth
stinglng fniacles, ray eyed mutants who
melt your brain, and the homying, leaping
sluglke Xenos hemselves

each moment labels appear below
s e function of

iasting jh hordes
of simy it o gl very Wl you will
need o use some strategy to clear the shuttle
belre 1 sefdesructs Lsing floppy st

to gain control of
the ships s system and wipe out
aliens faster. Otherwise you will overrun and
will be either gnawed to the bone or frans-
‘ported back to the ship when your time runs
out,

Xenophobe is outtageously funny, with

ARCADES"

LEFTBUTTON

some real moments of horror as tentacles
break through the celling. grab you

facial expressions
o the charactes cs they meef ecch new hot
101 cre hilario e Knows how lng
Would ke 1o st s g 5. someone
please procuce & home meto verson, beiors
Ispend all my money.

® GHOSTBUSTERS
Data East
20p per game

Its been a long time coming, but finally
Ghostbusters has made it {0 the arcad

cartoon seris, s yet unseen on this s of
the Aflantic
The good news is that the game is noth
ing Iike the Activision home computer titl,
which was wellzecetved n {3 day L
only average by today’ The cot
p i fskmoving & oot emaup wih planty
of layghs dlong the
uing” convincingly _synthesised
o e B e sl o o

‘Advanced Computer Enterainment 4 1



FARCADES

S GHOST=

Leain the Ghothause

bending sound effects, Ghostbusters caters | encounter; you then use your sizalin

/eapon 10 V¢
in fo your back pack
‘weapon, though, and your energy will fal to
afatally low level

Is almost impossible to get thiough the

ecuy lovel witout e e teompxuy ideally,
two players shooting monsters while the
other vacuums them up. Youd have to take
tums, of course, since the more ghosts you
capture, the higher your scor

attacking monsters. I i moves blast it and i
it doesnt move, blast it anyway to be on the
sate side. Your rapicHire energy gun will
blow away most of the ghouliss you

buster logo to extend your
fepower, a giobe which
gives you o temporary
s, @ batery o oo
your  baciy

e wmch
appecs when you Kl

ol ronsior: i il com
gerously i Your energy
on cont

Many of the special bonus
icons are surounded by bob-

scores you a_big
Weteh oot though, or e

limit on each level and
your continuously falling

42 Advanced Computer Entertainment

Waningtrough olevel 2

energy reser
Chcsiastos s enormous fun: in many

compulsive - the next level is always
oss the nanow footbridge at the:
top of the screen - there's the same sense of
faic actn and the demand o coopere
v play. Should be a hil - especially
Ghostbusters 2 movie really P
ko 110 o sceens. &

FREE SOFTWARE!

Every month there's a fabulous
software prize for the best arcade
tip printed in Tricks ‘n’ Tactics.
Last month Deano Schofield
picked up a copy of Stargliderin
retun for his Double Dragon tip:
next month it could be you - but
only if you put pen to paper and
get scribbling. Send the goods —
stating which computer you own —
to:

Arcade Tips, ACE, 4 Queen Street,
Bath, BAT 1EJ




|VIATCH

“AT LAS

AWORTHYSUCCESSORTOTHE
EVER POPULAR MATCH DAY
FOOTBALL SIMULATION -
A GAME WHICH HAS
4 REMAINED IN THE READERS
CHARTS FOR 3 YEARS!

Written once again by Jon Ritman
this NEW Match Day is the result of all
the and advi
how to create the pinnacle in
computer soccer.

Pit yourself against the CPU or with
2 players — full league or cup
¥ competition with unique
. code — save facility.
‘41" Jump, head, volley and
kick (using the kick
meter) to move the ball from player to
player with automatic deadball set ups
and goalkeeper control.

DIAMOND DEFLECTION SYSTEM™

ensures realistic ball ricochet and the
action comes with full music and

| sound FX.

If you want the very best in football for

your micro then there’s only one choice...

COMM DORE

895

AMSTRAD = @cumputer come alive.
-M25NS - Tel: 6633 Telex: 669977




DISTRIBUTED BY

» KONAMI NS
Another gringping - e
Avrcade Co/fvers/oﬂ

N.M.C. LTD., 2 IFFLEY ROAD,
~.._LONDON W6 OPA. TEL: 01-846 9701
TELEX: 94013766 NMCL G. FAX: 01-7412283

If you've ever had nightmares about falling
helplessly into the depths of space. then
imagine that space dominated by a tyrannica

AMSTRAD CASSETTE
AMSTRAD DISC
COMMODORE CASSETTE
COMMODORE DISC
SPECTRUM CASSETTE

creature whose evil surpasses even your

The Salamander
The subjocts of its cruel regime awa
desperately to be freed from the horrors. ofthe
Salamander's slavery.

You can'free these unfortunate creatures only

by annihilating this force of evil and destruction
that lurks so monstrously over the edge o
infinity.

Btif youdon't

For subscription details please send a S.A.E. to:

KONAMI SOFTWARE CLUB

KONAMI HELPLINE
Bank Building, Bank Street, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 2JL. 0626 567




KEYBOARD

CAVALCADE

.0 you want to make music
with your computer, and you
know that the best way to do it
is with a MIDI keyboard. Where
do you go from there? Chris
Jenkins checks out the com-
petition and conducts a few
auditions.

S5 TS

OVER e s

of issues
conoepd
tal

we'
X

g s
ments and effects.
g about the nec-

ot which MIDI keybond fo haoes
Wete et a price Lt of £600. which
0 include some pr
insruments without going over the t
[ notes abot
gon you
fo the perfect music et
‘The two main classes of MIDI nstruments
e synthesisers amdl home keyboards.

oy v  sounds pro-
fn very much the same. the

n in the sort of facil-

Homs keyboards cre intended to be an

end n themselves: for use entertatning your
sell and the family. They nomally have
m machines, single-fin
and quto-accompaniment built
en fecture battery power; anc

g

I them
Usualy you cre gven a sm

be u:,rcw

nged. True synths, on the other hand
amost never include builtin  drum
ach

ve any real

The
mne home keyboard. If you h
er ambitions, though, go

comm usi

units, 5
multitrack
whole technological Spaghe
lectionic recording.

Yamaha SHS-10 Kok K

Latest and zaniest MIDI keyboard on the market,
the SHS-10 s slung over the shouder and played
like a guitar. The two-and-a-half actave keyboard
.2 o s sros o, S o e neck
are the pitch-bend wheel and s

controls for hythms, ~ autochords, effects,
sequencer and the demo tune; Wham''s Last
Christmas’. Nice FM sounds, but a piy

there’s no MIDI I

KYBD 32 miniature, F-C
SOUNDS 25 FM preses, 8 note
DRUMS 25FM
FEATURES  ABC, chord sequencer eic
SPEAKER 2watt
mDI OUT only
PRICE £14999

FEATURES
h s AB
SPEAKER

Advanced Computer Entertainment 45




MusiCc

One of the many taian keyboard manufaciurers
Farfsa doesnit quite seem 1o have got he hang
of the modern keyboard business (but check out
their TKED, a later model reviewed below that
promises wel for the future). The MIDI features of
the FKS8 only work on MIDI channel 1, and for
some reason i includes an RS-232 port which
9poars ol uslss. Comntonal o o
sounde

8D Full size, 61 notes C-C

sounus 6 preset analogue, 8-note
DRUMS 8
FEATURES SFC, Arpeggio, Trio
SPEAKER wdw
MiDI IN, OUT, RS 232
PRICE €249

Viscount KB200 * %k Kk

Notable for s fullsized keyboard, the KB200
produces some full analogue sounds and excel.
lent preset and programmable PCM rhythms. It
also features a very powerlul speaker, but bear in
mind that it mains powered only.

KYBD Fullsize, 61 notes C-C
SOUNDS 0 prese, 8-note
DRUMS

CM, plusprogrammable.
FEATURES  Autobass, SFC, Arpeggio elc
SPEAKER 10w
INOUT

£295

Casio CZ-101 Kk Kk

Offcialy discontinued now, the CZ-101 is stil

quency Modulation, the CZ-101 s capable of cre-
aling some excellent realstic and synthesised
sounds. Mult-timbral over MIDI (it plays four voic
‘es monophonically at the same time) the CZ-101
is fairly easy 1o program. The big beef is that
there are very few on board sounds, and exira
RAM cartridges are ridiculously expensive and
hard 1o get. Like the Yamaha DX-100, the CZ-
101 has miniature keys, and if you can't stand
these you should look out for one of the larger CZ.
synths,

Miniature 49-note C-C
souuns PD, 16 prese, 16 programmable,

RAM
DRUMS. NONE
FEATURES NONE
SPEAKER NONE
DI INOUT, THRU
PRICE £299

Kk kkkk

A corker. Using stunning preset sounds based on
Casio's impressive Phase Distortion synthesis,

Farfisa FK 58 *k

software ediing package 10 use them. Basically a
prest vrion o he famcus CZ:101 and dead

briant
KYBD minature, 49 C.C
SOUNDS 100 PD preset.

4 programmatble, B-nole
DRUMS 20 PCM, presetiprogrammable
FEATURES yihm chaining
SPEAKER aw
oI IN, OUT, THRU (Mult-tmbral)
PRIC

Viscount KB210 ok Kk

One of many keyboards featuring ‘teach-yoursel.
music” facilles. The 210 accepls ROM cartridges
containing preset tunes. LEDs above the key:
board light up as the tunes play, wating for you fo
hit the right note before continuing. ~Pro:
grammable PCM rhyihms and fullsize keys add
tothe 210's attractions for novices.

KYBD Fullsize, 61 note C-C
SOUNDS 8note.
DRUMS. 12
FEATURES Autobass, SFC,

memory, arpeggio etc
SPEAKER oW
MiDI IN,OUT
PRICE £345

Casio CP! Kok kXK
Bet tis one caught you out. Is a digtal pin,
the cheapest around. The CPS-101 is fouch
responsive, playing louder or softr according fo

hard you hi the keys. Touch sensitve key.

boards are usually weigh in at much higher price.
1ags, 5o this mode is worth looking at for that fea-
ture alone. Its ten presets allow you 1o choose
‘acousiic, electric, honky-tonk and other types of

sounds — but does it sound like a piano? Well, s
atenth the price of a concert grand,

KYBD Fullsize, 61 note C-C
SOUNDS 0 preset, 8-note

ums NONE
FEATURES Note sequencer
SPEAKER 25W
MiDI IN, OUT, THRU
PRICE £349

the 230-S also features heavy PCM sampled
drum patiems, and such professional touches as
a pitch bend wheel, portamento (glide between
notes) and full MIDI. It's multi-timbral over MIDI
(piaying up to four diferent sounds at once under
control of a sequencer), and there are also four ‘

programmable memories, though you'l need a

46 Advanced Computer Eneriainment

HT-700 Kk kk

Using a much simplified version of PD synthess,
the HT-700 hits a nice balance between preset
and programmabe, home keyboard and synthe:
sier.

Features include RAM cards for extra voices
and song storage 32 digial waveforms, five LFO

Yamaha DX1 %k ok k ok

wavelorms, programmable fter and ampitudd
envelopes and selectable MIDI channed. Wor
seeing. if a touch over-priced. Hohner also prog
duce this model, badgeD as the Hohner KS49
buttl set you back an extra £20.

KYBD Miniature, 49-note C-C
SOUNDS - 20up1, 01w e, 3100 |
Pom §
FeaTunes SFC Chordsequencer, §
autobass, harmonise e
SPEAKER 21
wioi w.our §
PRICE cuo §

Casio HZ-600 KKKk

Getting confused by all these Casio's yet? | kno
I am. This one is brand new, another presetprod
grammable hybrid with simpified PD-type sounds
Features include RAM cards for extra voices and
song storage, 32 digital waveforms, five LFQ
wavelorms,programmable fifer and ampitudd
envelopes and selectable MIDI channel. Wort
seeing, i a touch over-priced.

Fullsize, 61 notes C-C
sounns 20 upper, 10 lower variable, B-note

DRI NONE
SPEAKER NONE
DI INOUT, THRY
PRICE 349

CasioCz208

Casio CT-630 ok k ok

A big crunchy keyboard, this one, with lots of
sounds,yhihns, cvr gimmicks and WD) o

Some original sounds like Typhoon, ard
Plunk Extend along with the standard Jaz
Organs and Marimbas; nice to hear modern eleo
tronic sounds along with the other drums, 100
There are three MIDI modes which spit the keyd
board into different zones, but as it only transmig
on channel one, this isn' as useful as it sounds}
Once again, there's a Hohner lookalike — 1
PK100,

KYBD Fullsize, 61 note C-C
SOUNDS 10, 8-note.
DRUMS. 20
FEATURES SFC, Autoharmonise,
Keysplit etc
SPEAKER x2W
miDI IN, OUT, THRY
PRICE 79

An incredible package, the DX-10 synth is excel
lent value and produces great sounds, incluing
howing guitas, wicked basses, clanging piancs




-

200ming synths and bright strings.

Fully-programmabe, four-operator’ FM tech
nologh - like that of the world famous DX
cut down a itle — combines with protabily, full
MIDI spec and a massive 192 preset sounds,
Whch can be transferred o and edited in the 24
programmable memories.

Pich bend and modulation wheel, breath
controller jack, LCD editing display, and a host of
other features make this the choice of the ded:
cated muso on a budget. If you can't stand the
mini Keys, check out the DX27 - 61 ful-size keys
pls an aimost idenical spec ~ but £150 more!

iniature, 49 notes C-C
souuus 192 prese, programmable, 8-note
RUMS E

NON
FEATURES NONE
SPEAKER NONE
ol N, OUT, THRU
PRICE 2419
Casio HT-3000 KX K kK

Like the others in the HT series, a good cross
bemween progrmmabilty and presets. Clean, full
sounds using 32 Waveforms, five LFO

forms and programmable fier and_ amplitude
envelopes, adjusted using a rotary dial. Lots of
aulo features, plus splitable MIDI inpus to drive.
he melody, chords bass and rhythms seperately.
Worth looking at if you wan! something with more
aulo features then the CZ-230S. Again, the
Hotner KS61is almost identical, but pricier.

KYBD Fullsize, 61 note C-C
SOUNDS 20 upr. 10 Iwr, more on RAM

cards, 8-note
DRUMS 20 PCM, more on RAM cards

FEATURES  SFC, autoharmonise/bass, etc.

SPEAKER 208
Mol IN, OUT, THRU
PRICE 2425

ka EH105 *kkk

Eka has only recenty broken away from the
organ-only end of the market, and the EH105
shows some promise for the future. Good preset
oises similar to Yamaha's FM, with four pro
grammable memories featuring parameters for
waveshape, timbre, and pitch and fiter
envelopes. A very good selection of seventeen
PCM dum sounds in the programmable: rhythm
secton, and spitable MIDI channels.

KYBD Fullsize, 61 notes C-C
SOUNDS 15 preset, 4 programmable,
8note.
B e et
FEATURE: SFC, chord memory,
s0lo chord etc

SPEAKER

INOUT
£450

Yamaha PSR Kk Kk k ok

The cheapest Yamaha MIDI home keyboard is an
impressive beast, featuring excellent FM voices.
and PCM drums. MIDI implementation includes.
selectable channel injout, and even synchronisa:

n by MIDI clock pulse to the drum section
which few home keyboards can boast. Not 100
many extraneous frils, either; overall possibily the
best home keyboard at the price.

DI
PRICE

KYBD Fulsize, 49 keys C-C
SOUNDS FM, 16 preset
DRUMS.

FEATURES  SFC, autobass, memory efc.
SPEAKES 2025W
MiDI IN, OUT
PRICE £479

Viscount KB 550 *kk Kk

Realistc digitaly, resynthesised samples form the

is for the KB 550 sounds, 5o it's more inter-
esting 10 play than many home keyboards. MIDI
implementation includes OMNI on/off, and internal
or external clock control of the accompaniment
features. A good keyboard, then, but a litte
expensive.

Yanaha SRS

KYBD

Fulsize,61 notes C-C

'SOUNDS 0 preset, 8-note

DRUMS

FEATURES  SFC, auiochord, memory elc

SPEAKER 2x5w

MIDI IN, OUT

PRICE 0495

Farfisa TK * XK kK

Lots of interesting features here. The preset
sounds are digially re-synthesised from samples,
and there are 'special sounds' in which a percus:
sive and sustained tone are layered together. You
can program your own PCM rhythms, and the
MIDI implementation includes variable channels
fortransmit and receive, and splitable sections. ft
also responds to MIDI Program Change and Song
Pointer information, which is unusual. Check it
out

KYBD Fullsize, 61 notes C-C
SOUNDS 30 preset
DRUMS 16 PCM
FEATURES  Autochord, memorychord
autosolo, trio etc
SPEAKER
DI INOUT
PRICE 2499

musicY

Gem DSK-6 ok Kk k

Realistic Sample Wave Processing gves good
effects and you can layer two of them together to
produce thicker sounds. There are also manual
play buttons for the separate drum sounds, good
MIDI implementation and excellent speaters.

KYBD Fulsize, 49-notes C-C
SOUNDS preset, 8-note
DRUMS 14PCM
FEATURES ABC, harmony,

enchanced accompaniment
SPEAKER 2x5W
MiDI IN,OUT
PRICE 2555

Kawai MK-10 KKK KKk

The business. Based on Kawal's Digital Wave:
form Synthesis, the MK-10 sounds great and has
e R
harder and it plays louder)
Keyspit, stereo rhythms, full D wih it
channels for the bass, s0lo, poly, counter melody
and drums, portamento, two massive speakers,
and you can even play the rum sounds from the
keyboard. A complete MIDI studio in one box.

KYBD Fulsize, 61 notes C-C,
velociy sensitve

SOUNDS 18 preset, B-note
MS M
FEATURES  SFC, memory, dual, rio.etc

Digially re-synthesised sampled sounds here.
again, but this time you can combine waveforms,
envelopes and modulations 1o produce 10,000
combinations. Very powerful accompaniment and
sequencer options make the KB-880 an impres-
sive f expensive choice.

KYBD Fullsize, 61 notes C-C
SOUNDS 10 preset, programmable, 8-note:
DRUMS
FEATURES SFC, chordmemory,
autoplay, sequencer
SPEAKER 208W
Miol INOUT
PRICE £595

Yamaha PSR-60 Kk kK k

‘Similar o the PSR-50, but features the Music Pro-
grammer, a sequencer which allows you to record
chord, bass and solo tunes separately, then play.
them back together with the other accompanimen.
features. MIDI clock synchronisation 1o extemal
insturments is supported.and you can playthe
PCM drum sounds from the keyboard. Plenty to
get your teeth into

KYBD Fullsize, 61 keys C-C
SOUNDS U3t
DRUMS
FEATURES ABC, FOM, dot.
thythm vary, etc
SPEAKER 225w
miDI INOUT
PRICE £599
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Music

0 we'e talking about the synthsf
Pl Boncer, 50 obviously MIDI oan bend
pitch of any synth on any chan n
127 units
Controller 0 is always the n

A few points remain in our discussion of
MIDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface)
system. which as you should all know oy
munication syst

{or processor.controlled musical
Everything fiom synthesisers ks»,v
samplers and electionc
| quitars, wind instru
hines and sequencers can be processor:
ed. and thus e

ot g
since its launch; we'll concentrate on the cur-
rent state of atfairs, but point out that early
MIDI instuments may need an update chip
to make them compatible with the latest

istorlevel binar
different from the Sy
by older non-MIDI d

the other

Othet Tiring Codes ate 250 (star), 251
) and 252 (stop), the
e fairly obvious. You can refer back
to1Issue 2, page 34 for a complete st of MIDI
status messages a

Recently
make MIDI c
ely of Motion Pictwe and Television Engs

nd on
the television standard being used. This
means that there re four different kinds of
SMPTE worldwide.

Advanced Computer Enertainment

but other knobs or sliders

trollers) can be assi ] trollg
assigned 10 6495

Control by velocity or after-touch on thd
o n I ncrease

will mean thatt you can lock yo
e or sequencer to a flm or e different codes
o0 and have it stat at exaxctly the right v an oeuumum
start playing | nel soor octsynth in ot multsynll
setup is affected.

he pictures.

In control
En odes. The other main areaof | hardly complete yet, sin
is Controllers - the | Plers work in_different
which give

doesnt speciy exactly

except in the case of

1011AAAA, OBBBBBEB,

u\:ﬂw\st, Controller Infor- | Pletely superceded
A) r

PANEL OF EXPERTS

Batfled by MIDI? Want to know more but don't know wheye to tur? Can't et your DX7 to
talk to your Watanabe CSD-Liquidator? ACE proudly presents its Panel of MIDI Experts.
Bach moeith the panl will espon 1 recrers’ MIDI peblems, whether these be rom s
soned MIDI musicians or those of us who think that a status message s a letter from
Pincess D. The panel e ready 1o Jocp into ctin fr he very next fame of ACE, 80 ot [@5
those queries rolling in NOW!

Mark Jenkins John Robinson

vt o of o istantJoh's f e ramendof h marke - e uses s Speckm
ity e e s 1rn\)\> m e ocon

.t o ot CE W 5ot ok 2t ot 510 g

1 e oy g M e 3 el Copendnt el g m S o o g o

fornstumentl synthesisr music caled AP Recorcs. and WD) coriol pos s

s 61k st Ummm v et o 5

ndsamplers s colec

Michael Downey Hlohord it
sl et on ol .l g e rd i M) 1 b e e
s nm;\—vsv\unHu'udmu,vumw e »-NM.NW ed wih music fr & rmber of s,
e o gursue e o bl p 8 sl Yo sl .
e specalst o
mak St Lovion, oI T — esiors g et
o hse readers who have oty bec

Many thanks to all of you who wrote in. From time to time we'll be retiring’ Panel Members to
give other knowledgeable readers a chance to serve their turn. If you'd like to be considered,
rop Steve Cooke a line addressed to: ACE MIDI PANEL, 4 Queen Street, BATH,BAT 1EJ.



ASHCOM

ST M Kepbourd Moo Smegarve 25995

e 4995
s e i o 51995
1005T | meg drive  colour monitor 79995
Mega ST 2 meg Ram Mouse / mono moritor 85435

Phone or write for prices of peripherals
COMMODORE HARDWARE
AEAS' Hodlor + O

8
l

A ot o 34995
AIOID i driv 24995
hane or write for prices of peripherais not seen

All hardware fully guarante
35" d5cs DSDD guaraneeed (packed n 10) 1200
bl packed 35 ch s DSOD gusranted 2500

ATARI SOFTWARE

Phone for detaiks of special software pack
s P R Ourprice
®0 65

e E
Gundet 2495 1850
Baran 2498 1850

e Word s 7998 €295
GSTC Compler 995 4395
g Orc is9s  is40
Wordrer ST 7995 95

AMIGA SOFTWARE

Fery T Advenare 995 50
Buarce of Power ¥ 050
FrePowe (Ne 2495 850
DeloxPanc 995 5495
Space B 995 850
STOFFERPACK
bwrier ST Totsl RRP Offer Price

D Manager ST

Swit CALC ST 2900 14500

Soiine

o sec what you wank call i fo acest products nd prices
ricesinclude VAT (@ 15% and P&P on UK Mainland
Send SAE for full price st

Al cams s dpscod v Mo, b oy
To order send cheques PO or Vis  Access decal o the address below or
i uson (0530) 411485 with your uzdu ard deale

From KIC Games, Britain’s leading PBM CO
AN OFFER YOU CAN'T REFUSE!

ABSOLUTELY FREE
TRY A FREE TRIAL IN THE WORLD'S MOST
POPULAR PLAY-BY-MAIL GAME.

IT’S A CRIME!

Al you need o do s send us your rame and addressand el send you
book, £

B R

Paying 2 Crime for the incresiblylow prica of only 75p 2 6am

THE SETTING

The game is set in New York City in the late 1990's. You role-play the
pareof s ingeadar who concrol 3 group o misguded youdhs The cky
has severley deteriorated. The brave citizens wi alife
and death sruggle with the cver Increasing number of dr-crazed street
gangs. The New York Police Department i severley undermanned.

Your main goal s to become a very poweril gang, Tis s measured by
buikding your gang’s turf into one of the largest and by becoming one of
the richest, toughest, and most noorious gangs i the city. This will allow
you to enter the MOB, and maybe later, become the Godfather.

3 ypical cm you could send your Pros Purks and s ot 10 ke
cver acouple o cly blocks and ambush an enemy gang, ob o frsbomba
buiding, buy and sell drugs, have yourselves a party, terrorize the
residents, and much more.

SEND YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS TODAY FOR YOUR
FREE TRIAL OF IT’S A CRIME! THE WORLD'S MOST
POPULAR PLAY-BY-MAIL.

WRITE TO:

KJC GAMES,
PO BOX |1, CLEVELEYS, BLACKPOOL, LANCS FY5 2UL

i §pectru + for just £24 9 ;

= Professonaifulsizekeyboara

Here's some excltlng news for Spectrum owners .

the ofical Spectrum Uparade Kit. The Upgrade has everything y
3 o U your Sectum into te syishnew Specrum + Vou dorteven

cludes 176

+£150p +p "ACCESS
T WELCOME

el

'The official Spectrum Upgrade. Naturally your upgraded

computer il sccept all the m:-nwvevz\sm Your S ytem

It 3 MCTOUAVes a1 5 O« o4 Well 263 SpeCTum Sovar

st 3 mporant. new SoeCtrum software and eroneras il oe Gesaned
W She SPECEU + 1 i 0 (e S Uoarade 2608 SYIN o0k,

abllities . and new potential for th future.
HOW TO ORDER BY MAIL

1.Y0U require Usto o the Uparade or you please sendE31.90-+ 150+ D, TotalE38.40.
2 Soudyourequre hedo i oure¥ K stsend 2498 £150p +p ToalE2648

cto
mm\‘ Gont oy ol Teurhfour 5 SHeCTUm £ s and ;»rsme.m 5
pwell upgrade it for you
e hlmv Detter Spectrum keyboard
e Spectrum « measures 12" x 6. It has a large typewriter-style keyboard,
AN, MOUGE ke, Yo i th e Keyboats 1as a smooth posve
ideal fo toucn-typing, word processing, smulation

ere are 58 ks i al, inclucing 17 new keys. Programmers wil be pleased

D3¢ dedicated pUNCtuzion Keys, a space bar. and separate SNt Keys for graphics
extended modes. And a eset button allows you 10 Cear a program from your

fomputer memory without dsconnecting the power Supply.

us wehavea
et ot prce of ot 3000 compee
Orders can be placed by using your Access Card on the numbers below.

-l




THE ACTION—SIMULATION

You are one ofthe elite... parachuting alone behind enemy
lines. The enemy controls the terrain, hidden in bunkers and
machine gun nests ... you may be surrounded. The action is
fierce as you control one soldiers battle against over-
whelming ‘odds. You'll need skill and strategy to out-
manoeuvre your enemy, plus courage and some luck to
make your escape. Airborne Ranger is an exciting fast-
paced simulation with 12 desperate missions n 3 different
egions of the world. The possibilities are endless!

Please send.

Name (block capitals)

lenclose £.
or debit my Access/Visa card. Expiry date.

including 55p P+P. Cheques payable to MicroProse Software Ltd,

ol 5 FOTESEE
AIRBORNE RANGER.Achallenging combination of dange

and suspense. Available for the Commodore 64/128)
Cassette £14.95 Disk £19.95

a ‘l”A

copy/ies of Alrbome Ranger CBM 64/128 [ Cassette £14.95 (1 Disk £19.95 [ Further details}

Addresomii < oL SPSHT TGE A R
Post Code.

X S 5 o 1



>..You are intensely aware of the

strngth of his hard seawom body, of

the deep sea-blue of his eyes. And then

his muth is on yours, lips parted,
, and you arch into his kiss.

§0) bosns Inecoms adventure o the
reaims of romantic fiction - the pant-
ing, yeaming (but ever so proper) and,

cotton frock give you a kick worth necly
;w

surprising, teally, this excursion
mmBu!bamOmLtmd temitory. Infocom's last
telease, Lurking Hortor, was a straightfor-
ward derivaiive of the homor fiction of
HPLovecratt and others, and Plundered
Heatts simply continues this secich for new

lle doub that the boys and girls at Infocom

What a Christmas! The
Pilgrim joins up with the
hite Wizard to take you

on a red-hot romp
through Plundered
Hearts (is bondage back
in fashion?); Nord and
Bert Couldn’t Make Head
W Tail of It (but can
you?); Beyond Zork (FAR
beyond Zork!); Pat’s

Patch; Shades Diary; and
just about everything else
you always wanted,
except the brushings
from OI' Whitey’s beard.
So drop that rod and staff
and read on...

UNDERED HEARTS

Do INFOCOM have the key to your heart?

e trying very hard to come up with new
siants for us players (take a look at both
Nord and Bert and Beyond Zork later in this
issue if you don't believe me), so the question
in this case is not only whether we have a
good new game, but whether we have a
good new gene.

Asan udvenmle, Plundered Hearts can

be compared tchhikers, in that there is
e e o explcnng to be done. The first

‘game involves very few locations
as yuu find yourself on board ship, travelling
o St Sinistra after receiving a letter from the
local big-wig, Jean Lafond, fo the effect that
your father is mortally ill.

En oute, the boat you are travelling on is
captured by pirates, the captain of whom,
Nicholas Jamison, professes to be both @ gen-
tleman and a friend of your fathers. He is
also devilishly attractive, but more of that
later. Throughout this early stage of the
‘game you will have been able to type WAIT
(or 2) continuously without much 1l effect,
and even if you adopt a more active strate-

gy you will discover only three locations, two
of which are beds (in which you are alone, I
‘might add).

Finally, however, the pirate ship arives
at St Sinistra and Capn Nick pops off to visit
Lafond and chop him into pieces. You now
have a chance to explore the vessel and
solve a couple of puzzles. Only one of these
presents much difficulty, and the Pilg judges
it to be something of a cheek because it is
time-based - ie. the e
of thin air only atter you have made a
tain number of moves.

Having escaped from the ship (and
taken care fo have everything with you),
‘you make for Lafond's residence o find your
father, who you now have good reason to
believe is a prisoner there. You are iso, by

stage, more or less convinced that Capn
Nick is a merry old soul, a point he soon tries
to drive home with much labial contact,
‘There's a ball going on. which you manage
o penetrate, and the old devil can't keep his
'hands off you. Neither can the other oid devil

Advanced Computer Enterainment 5 1
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WIN A WINTER OLYMPIC HOLIDAY
WORTH MORE THAN £2000

WINTER OLYMPIAD’8¢

Winter Olympiad’88 is
undoubtedly the best winter sports
simulation to date. It features the
classic winter olympic events;

Ski Slalom, Giant Slalom, Two man
bob, Ski-Jump, Biathalon and Speed
Skating. These have been depicted
ina way not seen on any home
computer before. The result is a
phenomenally realistic and
spell-binding game.
Available on the following forma) &
CBM64, BBC/ELECTRON,

ATARI £9.95

SPECTRUM, AMSTRAD,
Cl6/+4 £7.95

DISK - BBC £14.95
MASTER COMPACT £14.
ATARI 8 BIT £14.95
ST.£19.95 AMIGA£19.9
IBM £19.95

ADDISON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE - BLAYDON - TYNE & WEAR - NE2I 4TE - TEL: 091 4144611



e game becomes a chal
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the bargan

ind Ppa info

RELEASE BOX
4128

524,900k “MMINENT

ATARIST 229560k IMMINENT

BNPC  £0%50  OUTNOW

ILEES IMMINENT
Compared o other Infocom releases
10 seems fo be much less game-

Plundered Hearts . say. in Sor
all to be gath.

ered, o

d the Pig had gamered 19 in one
he programming's excel-

with verrious participants com

Rt ok

o e

this

Suspect

atermoon’ £
lent, o

have to say that this is not

best releases. But what about the
e ean i e
of all (because 1 know this is what you
interested in) what a romance, the
love, the unbridled LUST, the.. SEX

ut the

e
ilsceyialfyd i text is
s good s the ealy
most on o par with

Infocom maste

ADVENTUREY

or (one of my favouries). Above
shines out precisely because it is draw-
ng on a new tradition

modore 64
T zm

SAVE |

tanly, with adventurig Yeiking BW dizass
tions Like this, we all AGYE gt Mook Tor

SYSTEM 93 ENCOUNTERS 94
CHALLENGE 78 LANDSCAPE 90

VERDICT 905

T\IORD'N' BERT

INFOCOM lunacy for puzzle addicts.

FROM ©mcnce to werdplay, Infocoms
sudden search for new  ideas
fakes another twist. Nord and Bert presents
o ih eight miniscencris, seven of
be played in any order to yieid
(@ series of passwords that gives access to the
eighth. The unfortunce SETERRD
have been subject fo myst e
B o o o chcaged wih pumng
their world back on its feet and restoring
‘ommon sense
You do this by entering each S
and confronting therein @ succession
fopsytuvey situations in which the !‘ghk
imput fiom yours truly will transform your
ocation and/or

jord

an being an adventure in the

acitonal sense, each of these scencrios is
teclly just a series of verbal puzzies. In this

sense, gameplay is rather similar to ecrly

Spectrum adventures in which you could
spend hours trying to guess what input
would take you past the obstacle 1o the next
oeaion. The problern is that most people ate.
ey to find approximately haf the puzzles
extremely easy and. the other half almost
Impossile. For this reason, its advisable to

RELEASE BOX

CB4128  £24990k IMMINENT
ATARIST €299k IMMINENT
IBMPC 29380k OUTNOW
ANGA  ez3580k IMMINENT

Apart fiom substiuting the plecsure of
‘puzzes for the wonder of exploration, Nord
i also 1ings the changes on a number
of other tracitional adventuring habits, Frs
there are no directions. In each location a st
of adjacent ooms is prined at the top of the
screen. To travel to one of these you simply
type the name of the place in question. Sim
. tere s 70 EXAMINE coenand and
I it e S
name of the oby RETURN
Cheimreonme L
forms of worc-piay will love Nord and Bert
hose of us spostion for exploration
and discovery may find their patience sorely
fried. Sinoe puzle magazines are the best-
selling category of publication n the UK, the.
Pig ocm only conclude that adventuring has
spawned a riew category of computer enter-
R cn ey PR
gest we oo

‘pooti
teaders think of this new art form. @

White Wizard speaks...

with forked tongue. I'm afraid | just can't
allow this issue of ACE to pass me by
without making comment on at least two of
the games reviewed.

First, | reckon Plundered Hearts
should get a lower rating. I's ridiculously
easy for any seasoned adventurer and if
you're paying between £25 and £30 for it
you deserve a greater challenge. | agree
that the text and the storyline are excel-
lent, but is this enough?

le we're on the subject, | can't
resist taking a poke at the Pilg for missing
the real solution to his ‘time-based puzzle’
in Plundered Hearts. The solution he men-
jons, which appears out of ‘thin air,
appears only as a saving grace because he
failed 10 crack the puzzle in time! Caught
you there, Pilgy!

Nord and Bert - | really enjoyed this,
being something of a quiz and puzzle fan,
but | think the point needs to be made that

it is definitely not a g
expecting a traditional adventure. The best
Bt B ot The e

Game on the PC (reviewed in this issue).
Again, (oot iy conamad o o
long-term challenge.

I agree totally about the poor control
in Slaine - t is infuriating - but once you
get used 1o it the game plays reasonably
well. Of course it's not a game for tradi-
tional adventurers, but | think that some
people will get quite a lot of enjoyment out
of it. Id like to suggest a (marginal)
improvement on the rating here.

and before | go, where's the
retrospective review of Suspect, eh? Over-
written again, have you? Make sure it gets
in next month, fatty. (It will, baldy. Pilg.).

STEM 93 ENCOUNTERS 78
CHALLENGE 85 LANDSCAPE 85
VERDICT 895
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'ADVENTURE

BEYOND ZORK

INFOCOM introduce the Coconut of QUendar

54

ROLE-PLAYING &7 e
i@l o two types
~ thoyto cther games n which you form @
ety o 1oges 10 go advniung (The
B Taio. Mandiagre, and e Ultima
<oric gy Qoo eacpieor whee You

empi bl up you owh chaccier and 15
m,m..m (@ n Moeblus ot Ring of Dark

™ it txiopal ctventurs your gomme
persona’ changes during piay. You can usu-
ally save your character(s) to disk and
dovelop them over several games, offen
becoming quite atiache

cess.
Unfortundely this business of character
developrent tends to be prfty limitc
because the game formats themselves
limited - usually confined 1o treasure s
ing and conflict. Puzzles are basic and there
s litle suategic panning fo do You st
seach, steal, and do your best tos:

B
RELEASE BOX

COUNZ8 52499k MMINENT
ATARIST £29.990k REVIEWED _ |
IBMPC  £29990k INMINENT

UNDECIDED

AMIGA 20000k

MARTECH move Celt

from comicto
computer

THERE 2= been many attempts to
convert comics into computer
programmes. Scott Adams took the Marvel
superheroes and stuck them in rather primi-
tive graphic adventures with tricky puzles

out Stifip and Co from Pallace, which adopts

RELEASE BOX

COMZ8  905cs 212990k IMMINENT
SPEC 899, OUT NOW
AMS  ©999s €149 OUTNOW
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Enter Beyond Zork with two Tejer tdvan-
tages: Infocoms strength in game design
and their parser

The game is of the single ct Pe
- you credte your persona by Skgoi
initial number of energy points between six
difierent _attributes, Endurance, Strength
Dexterity, Intelligence, Compassion, and
Luck. Inexperienced players should concen
trate on Endurance and Strength, since &
higher rating in these enables you (o survive
o i e i e the gam

other role- ;mnm o

apart from an on

apping :xcvwv This in el s some-
thing of a departure for textonly Infocom,
but although useful it only displays  few
locations at a time. A good maf

strikes from the very fist screen
the usual hack, slay, and steal sce-
uit of the info:
Coconut of Quendor. Success depends
on careful management of your financial
resources (you start with only 1 Zorkmid and
you need about 2000 for a good suit of
armoun), spells, weapons, and other game
cescen
nd Zork is a tremendously enjoy
ents o tionl ctvenfure an I B
ing. You've got all the character interaction,
parsing, and exploration aspects of an

the Melboume House approach and
improves upon it

Slaine is something completely cifferent,
superficilly at lecst, Based on the 2000AD
‘comic strip hero of the same name, the pro-
‘gram presents a colourtully di
eplays of you locotion.

bove i -  blank area across which v
commands and playing ~ options e
smoofhly and rapidly-

Slaine and his sidekick Ukko (both of
‘whom cre reasonably faithtul in appeatance
and characteristics 1o their excellent comic
counterparts) find themselves caught up in @

Stine - thosecammands ipacos
Can you clck on Dend belore

cross e srvn 0 i

ou ge the chop? The ower right-

hand par ofthe isly shows freqent came picres of your
 ojct camid, andyor vl conparion Ui

ture combined with the challenge df

| it oo it cnd s

as well s solving puzies. And, of course
s must develop your character of die
el The combination of the twd)
Yles gives a game of great depth. witl
numerous sub- plots, challenges, and dives
sions. Tl leave you with this litle quote from}
u have discovered o

in the kitchen of the local tav

nt onion

g

>PEEL ONTON
Ouch! Tt's tough as leather
he

ew scren fyauforBeyond ZokTh map on e right gt
{he curentocaon s gves e normaton, b o muc .

SYSTEM 94 ENCOUNTERS 94
CHALLENGE 92 LANDSCAPE 90

VERDICT 920

secnch and destroy quest, with numerod
ogres, dwarves and ofther enemies to do bl

pricte actions as they slip actoss the screet
This in itself takes at least halt-<m-hou o g8
used o and even then control is dificul
youte in a hurry (when fighting, for exam
ple). The method is ingenious and
tive, the idea being that the options a8
thoughts flitting through Sicine’s mind, bul
is also highly impractical. Combine ti
impracticality with o rather limited soena
and you have a recipe for an intriguing
atiractive, but seriously flawed game.
thing Slaine and the ectlier Red
hawk have in common is the favouring
programmming techniques over storyline.

inferest or intense player involvement, bul
does have a value show.ng us differd
‘ways of structuring programs, some of whil
may be further developed in future. In
meantime, youte probably better sticking
the comic.

ENCOUNTERS 55
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16-bit Snapshofsﬁr

(Games from Infocom and a number of ofher US pubishers have long been
teleased for 16-bit machines. The popularity of the IBM PC in the States
ensured it a steady flow of games, and the Apple Macinlosh has seen some
revoluionary programming on the adventure side. ACE will be giving
increasing coverage 10 these games in the coming months, but here are a
few tasters to whet your appetie

Special

M_File
[

[nine TopenTcrose] spewt |
[operate [eo ot Tconsune |

b=

ST: Deja Vu

fidon it mcos.

ST: Mortville
tanor

s Fenchgame it
od by Bdrsoffeatures e
e
wee heard. The charac
tes n the gane acualy
1l Bk 0y, bt nfor
b il
much of what the
conpleely ummzH-g\hu
Promises wel for
e

ADVENTUR

Pat's Patch

This month Pat gives PAW users the chance
to provide automatic exit printing...

“The logic of our PAW routine is similar to that used on GAC, but a bit
more fidding is needed! As with GAC, what we have to do is discover
whether an exit exists in a particular directon for the current room, and
if o, print the relevant message.

PAW routine
(enter i Process 1)
b e G MES  Visible exis'
CLEAR 101
2 SOUTH COPYFF 38 100
LET 3 2
MOVE o
ADD 101
NOTZERO 100
MES south
3 EAST COPYFF 38 100
LET 3 3
MOVE 100
D 101
NOTZERO 100
MES  ‘east
iy WEST COPYFF 38 100
LET 3 4
MOVE 100
ADD 100 101
NOTZERO 100
Gtk NORTH COPYFF 38 100
LET 3 5
MOVE 100
D 101
NOTZERO 100
MES north'
e UL A 2ER0 o
MES  ‘none’ 2

PAWn
et T Tms o e s g 4 1

e 2 ok i epo vt bl o b k|

exactly he same way.

a) The number ofthe current ocaton (1ag 38 is copied ino flag 100.

b) Fag 33 hokis the curtent ver, s0 thi ine sets the g fo Indcale which verd

e are consdering (.. the number of the conversion no

) MOVE 100 looks up the connection tabe enty forthe chosen daciion and the

current ocation. i 2 connecton with another kecaton s found, that locaton .

bers placed inflag 100. f no connectonis found, zeo is placedin flag 100,

9 Forrs us e wan o kop tackofh el ofMOVE 100 asch e

e A0 190 s & g sl o 0 o gt 1 Mg 00

e

& Asun it your avenireconin 1o cooneckons o eaon 0 a sl ol
NOTZE

Condoraton. 1 Tag 100 ot s st al . s NOTEERD).
movement is possible and PAW looks for the nex! condact. Ifflag 100 conlins
2610, PAW ogs thiough 1 the next ety without prining anyhig.

DA
Line 6 Al this stage. g 101 wil hld he ota o all umbers retumed by MOVE
100 fo each dirocion. f no vl connections have been found, nohing wil have

10
found, flag 101 wil not be z6ro. I fag 101 i 2610, the message none' s printed
Instead of ona o more specifcdrections.

3
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rADVENTURE

Letter from the SHADE

Sappho The Witch
emerges from the
embrace of battle and bar-
varian te bring you the
atest gossip from
Micronet's SHADES - the
crone T1ADES €
on-liine muili-user game
where real people get into
ne trul al
some truly unrea
Lfe in Shades & a busy s ever. The 80.ol

g gateway is finally open, and

ayers thus have the choic
of plays 'vq either the familiar 40 column
viewdata for i the bi

aster scrolling format. 1
personally prefer the scrolling game (when I
can get on) which isn't all that easy as there
are only a few places avaiabie.

A new version of the game has been
loaded; the new rooms added, puzzles
changed, items moved, new mobiles, and so
on. This in ifself has caused quite a stir, with
players complani is too dificult
e dengems mobls
Tne jood, although it
s cvious et p.Jw had to think harder

eviously necesscry. Quie a few
the new version worked o
work. But as they have
long time using the same rese
change o a more flexible
approach it isn't really suprising that the
game is a ltle daunting at frst

g that it

spent such a
Toutine’ having o

Wizard blottings
Meanwhile, a popular topic of hedted dis
‘cussion in the Shade has been the number of

wizads that have been bofted, ‘the Blot
being more o less equivalent to the FOD (fin
ger of death) in MU

Some say that when a player has
reached the exalted ranks of the Immortals
then they should be able to do viualy any.
thing that they wish. T
they should. However, on
b of st cue loed o the

nds, and witches. One such rule is that
o hgmengion give out large quant
ties of treasure to mortals.

This is e
would be de if mortals could be
prom ot vewllat: they wanted =
However, should

dred points? Well, yes, it would seem so. Not
50 long ago Ziklag the wizd was blotted for
giving Perkins a large amount of treasure,
and now Puzi has gone the same way. Who
said that it was better to give than....2

‘Taurus is, or should I say ‘was, one of the
latest Immortals, and he i now famed for
Peing the shorestived Wizad i Shces i
tory. After making Wizard one morning he
accomplished Immortality for a whole day

fore his actions apparently called for the

going to try for Wizard agan his =
ting?

The Pilgrim's
Player's Guide to
Hitchhikers.

Part 2

ouve arived in the Heart of Gold, and

your first task is fo check out the

engine room. Take the spare improba-

bilty drve to the bridge i you have
rouble activating i, put the smal pug in it and
the dangly bit (found on the plotter) into the
advanced tea subsiute (you did check the
Nutrimat, didn't you?). Donit drink it uniess
You want o lose points. You can then aciiale
the drive and pop off to some altenate uri-
verses.

The Bugblatter beast reuires the towel,
or rather you need it Try popping it over your
head if you'e having trouble. Dorit hesitate o
vandalise the memorial and make sure you
get the Intertace.

Should you find yoursel playing Trilian,
check out Arthur, et the fluff and put t i the
bag. Ford should go o Arthur's house and
give him the towel, After youve dealt wih
Prosser (he must fie down, poor chap) make.
sure you give Arthur the satchel fluff and el

simply You bett. Did
That's not a question that we can answer
@

enough to make the
‘paramoid. But then, just because you'te para-
noid it doesn't meam that they are not out to
get you

it you've any gossip for this column, pull
your hat down over your ears, check no-one’s.
listening, then mailbox me on 019998149 Stay.
Shadey!

'No Problem!

We're a bit short of space this month, but all
praise for these tips must go to Darren Heb-
den, Guy Derham, and M.Hodsman. Don't
forget, the more clues everyone sends in for
this section, the more help readers will find
here.

Witches Cauldron

22;
A e gun before fiing. Fir at the Targe frst then
he Dud

Lo o bus it h koo

010 thebulsye o he man uarin e border

Three weeks in Paradise
Go betwee arow marked i and press A 1ol

Bot e sfin o got past h i

Gt Wima's hanoag o gt s he croosle
Jump through the pcture 1o the sea-side.
Press A" to swim up.

Wiky. crshed shl, darond, sheels eye makes
potion for grill ransformation

olinos
The steps have to be ocked before use
Lose the bulinthe china shop.

Hampstead

The lathe rtaining bracket, the tweads and the ary

mag are needed on the i 0 ge he e

Don'go n the cinem

B .t wth ot card fourd uder b
0'get th job i the bark, remember who gave you

12 6 and wear i wih h St b 1 ok,

56 Advanced ComputerEtertainment

Pawn
Cover the wistband wih the shi 10 siop Guru laugh
Tio the rake and hoe togethr with the shr o lever the

Climb over the ocks.
Exitmaze i stuck

Adventure Helpline Launch!
Check out page 144 for full

Zaphod should ensure he gets the took
box, small key, and seat cushion fluff before
he leaves the boat. The guards willdrop their
rifles f required, whereupon
them. If you'e really clever youl then use.
the tea as a Brownian Motion Generator, but
this won't help unless you put the fig
inside the thing ~ which will return 1o you o1
the Hearl of Gold later.

The war room s a doddle, really. Just s

you got the jacket flu, and the seat cushion
the satchel fuff, and the...out we cant

give it all away, can we?
he four fluts n the flowerpot, wail
then take the pot into the sauna. Ea, enjoy,
and stand by for next months inal instamert,
inwhich you frsh the game.

O, and by the way, dor forge o take
careful note of the tool. Youl be lost wihout
it




I__PBMAVALON |
“ FREE

the K of the Avalon’, is a new

nputer moderated Fantasy Play By Mail

Games. Startup is FREE, witn uither
1.00

aying area

highly develo
fighting to become e
0+ trade items, merchant and political
ies. Religions based
work of temples and monasteries.

ing the choice of accepting one of the
twenty existing gods or cr
religion. A
tion with players. Allianc
and military might. + MUCH MUCH MORE, garnes
limited only by the players imagination

For a FREE startup write to
JADE Games, FREEPOST, Southsea,
ts, PO4 0BR
stamp required)
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(sub]ecl to waulablllly) should any delay
oceur during your Warranty Repairs.
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OVER 200 prisoners
escape after months of
planning and preparation.
They used the obsessive time-
keeping routines of their
captorsto their own
advantage planning a series
of sorties to reconnoitre
implements and tools to aid
their escape, to find possible
routes to freedom and to
execute their painstaking
plans.

AHEAD

EVERYONE has a special
friendship but none could be
quite as special than that of
Head and Heels, the two
intergalactic crime-busters

have just returned from
their latest mission in the Castle Blacktooth. “We couldn’t have
done it without each other” smiled Head. Now you can see for
yourself in the their incredibly inventive super-game. You'll
marvel at the graphics in this 3D adventure and you'll just
scream with delight at all the tricky problems facing Head Over
Heels. There’s something new around every corner!

Colour Vanlshes

THE evil Zark strikes
again to leave our world void
of all its glorious colour.

Our only hope now is for
the magical powers of Wiz
and his fantastic feline
friend, Catelite to perform
their wonderous deeds —
indeed, Zzap has already
been quoted as stating “the
finest release this year”.

CHRISTMAS SPECIA

NE

RELEASE
NOW FOR TH

PC

TOP Gun has gone through the roof! “Flying
never been so easy — the hard part is winning!”sa
Gun. On his latest assignment he just couldn’t bests
— flying supersonic and producing aerial manoeg
that would fool a turbo-charged horse fly he
quipped - “I’s simple, just enter the danger zone!"

ALL GAMES ONLY £19.95 FROM YOUR LOCAL SOFTWARE DEAL
Ocean Software - 6 Central Street - Manchester M2 5NS - Tel- 0681.829 &R

2 . Taelovw: RR &



SCREEN TEST"

SCREEN TEST
INDEX ‘
0 sTeALH FGHTER
61 irisxron
62 sonsiion

63720

64 PASSENGERS ON THE WIND 2
68 NEBULUS ‘
c IAG
73 THROUGH THE TRAP DOOR

Christmas is a-comin’ and the software hou

slavering at the pros

guns, and that's why we

reviewing mo
than ever before in our history. 32 titles ge
treatme d precious few of them are

Unless you've got pots of money it's go
ing between games of the cali
Nebulus 4.”1/'/1 Fighter, Bobsleigh
Buggy Boy...but help is at hand; the ACE rev
system is designed to give the clearest possible

be tough ¢l

cts of getting
your cash. That's why they're mmgnn; out é

their han

of how good a game is and how long it's

last you. So look no further for your .mf
Yuletide s

THAT
REVIEWING
SYSTEM

Reguler readers will notice some sublle but
profound changes this month in the layout
ofour reviews,

To make our coverage even more thor-
ough, weve introduced separate Predicted
Inerest Curves and ACE Ratings for all ver-
sions of @ game, along with separate com:
‘ments boxes

The matn review now tells you how the
game is structured and how it plays; the
separcte boes let you know how each ver
Sion rates in terms of Graphics, Sound, 1Q
Factor and Fun Factor

Youll also notice that we've dropped the
bens giving a readout of these ratings in
favour of a simple score out of 10; this was
partly beoause of the pressure on space,
pently beoause some people (no names, no
pack aril) complained that they didnt find
fhe bar ratings foo easy to understand.

Wee sure that these tweakings will
make the system work even better; ifs now
et fo owners of whatever machine a
game is released on just what we think of
that version

Ace

9004
e i

060180!

Por

74 MADBALLS |
75 ARBORNE RANGER
75 PHOEN |
76 DRILER
80 BUGGY BOY
s 81 THE TRAVEL GAME

82 BRAVESTARR

86 SUPERSTAR ICE HOCKEY

86 INSIDE OUTING

8
Madballs 86 ARCADE CLASS|

87 VERSION UPDATES
89 FREDDY HARDEST
Sl 59 PHANTOM CLUB

ew

) 90 BLUE WAR
t 91 DARK SCEPTRE
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PROJECT STEALTH

FIGHTER

MICROPROSE sneak you in to the skies

DESCRIBED .2 Juoutinvistia
aircratt, the F-19 Stealth
Fighter is Americats latest all-weather recon-
naissance and strike fighter

Having signed all the necessary top
sectet documents, the player climbs into the
‘cockpit and takes o the skies in an atiempt
to combat intemational terrorism. Included
in the game are four scenarios: Libya, Per

LA W(Q“ mvbeas«mdmaprmotme
Ad -em-up quthors repertoire,
but they ra.relv play any great part in bran
Thats rather a pily: even though it

only scratched the surface with its simple
‘minor anangements, Virgin's Rebel showed
‘what absorbing puzzles you could make out
of optics

Dont_despair, laser fons. Where the
Gang of Five didnt quite o the trick for Vir-
gin, Vortex's one and only Costa Panayi has
come up trumps with this new deflekt-em-
up. Now youve got multidirection mirrrs,
fibre-optic conduits, polarising and refracting
biocks to deal with as well as bombs, blobs
and some thoroughly infuriating aliens

Its a simple idea really (hough you
needn' think thatll save your sanity). Ecch
screen has a laser and a target, and your
aim s o connect the two using the optical

RELEASE BOX

CoH128  £9%cs 61490k DECE
SPEC 48k £7.9%s OuT NoW
ATARIST £19.99dk JANS8.

devices to hand. These are mostly mirors,
fixed in position but pivoting so that you can
point them more or less whichever way you
‘want. Just use the Joystick to move your cur
sor over the mirror you want to adjust, hold

sian Gulf, North Cape and Central Europe
and there cre various missions o be compiet-
ed within each scenatio e.g. ya mis
sion could have the player destroying ol
wells, oll ferminals, SAM. (Suriace to Air
Misslle) battery rador bunkers and cirbase
onto e, Alematvey the piayercould
neal n and phocgioph e insltons
B

T vl of cxpputarc o e oppeuing
forces can be decided by the player, from
green (unskilled and unsophisticcted) to vet-
erans (batlewsse). Having decided on, and
set the vaious parcmeters, the player takes
1o the sky and views the action from one of
three cockpit views - lef, ight or centre. The
centre display 5 the players main
viewscreen and therefore carries the Head
R L b bt

e g information including
el Py o e b
and ashort range map

The F-19 Stealth Fighter can camry an
impressive anay of weapons, and before

906

BPDush left or right to
swivel the mirror one way or the other. In
addition, different screens have fibre-optic
cables - aim a beam into one end and it
comes out of the other stll going in its origi-
nal direction - plus auiomatically rotating
mirtors and various other devices which you
can use to your advantage.

Before you can construct the beam path,
youll have 1o clear the screen of blobs. These.
litle devices have been left lying cround by

deflecting the Iaser 50 s 10 hit them. Its
tricky work: the aliens also leave bombs
lying cround., and playing the laser on one
of these for oo long will blow you 1o pieces,
costing you one of your three lives.

Bombs arent the only hazands. Many of
the screens have walls of absorbing brick,
and these can prove dangerous: while you
an glance the beam off them f you hit at @
shallow enough angle, they1l overioad and
destroy your laser if you leave the beam
playing on them at right angles. Similarly,

GRAPHICS 8 IQFACTOR &
AUDIO 8 FUNFACTOR 7

ACE RATING 863

[T RTr——

DEFLEKTOR

ise from VORTEX/GREMLIN

Spectrum Version
(Goded by Costa himsel, and it shows: bright colours |
.nm-—-nnm-wnm

GRAPH 7 1QF 8
AUDIO 4 FUNFACTOR 7

ACE RATING 906

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE
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Is it a bird?

Ve

Swrrange tch

Choose your weagons.

SCREEN TEST"

each mission the player oan decide exactly
what armaments he should camry. Despite
the vast amount of detail provided in the
fight manual and technical supplement the

att is very easy to fly. This is probably
due more to Microprose wanting to involve
the player in the action side of things rather
than accurately re-crecte the flight controls.

Once youte familiar with the controls
and the game, you can start to worry about
promotion. Successfully completing a mission
‘e have the player advancing through the
S ]
could result in the pl
four

included 50 you can fly whenever youte
free.

Project Steaith Fighter is certainly an
enjoyable game; there are enough technical
details to keep the piayer involved and cer-
tainly enough dierent and varied missions

® Ay St

andhefn resly s e couts

 you brin

ity s omb A

you bounce the beam back down into the
laser projector you'l soon get an overload. In
elther case, or if you take to long and run
out of power for the Iaser, you lose  lfe.

1 all these ways of dying sound easily
avoidable o you. youte reckoning without
the game's most maddening fecture - liens!

T e wil syt mrors ot of g
gt

e o
croson e ua,m wwan it

T lse prgcors

These interfering ltle menaces dont take
kindly o people - zapping thelr biobs,
theyl scramble your nicely aanged mirors
whenever they get the chance. You cam
m out for @ whil i you catch them
messing with  miror - fust put the cursor
over them and press fire - but they can do

Ayt b o oo
b beam nesup i s

s hemimor

R A

for you a sight more pemmnuy by =y

up an overload or pointin

bomb. If your cursor's over e s

the screen its a mad dash trying to save the

situation here, and time's st ticking away.
The gameplay has @ number of slightly

unusual fouches 1o it, the main one being the

Cé4 Version - a taster

youte doing when you swivel it around.

system of lives: you stat with three of them
for each screen, no matter what, Scrape
through a screen by the skin of your teeth
and youve st got o full set of lives for the
next one - but come through unscathed and
your bonusll be that much larger. This
makes it easy to get through o reach the
screen youre currently stuck on, but doesnt
provide too much of an incentive to perect
Your technique

Fascinating stuff that keeps your heart
fimly in your mouth, Deflektors got 60
screens of beam-bouncing problems. With
some of these being a fouch on the easy side
that may ot give it the longest life imagin-
b, but it s addictive stuff. Vortex fans, you
have not wated in vain

@ iy ¥hen
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SCREEN TEST

720°

Get on board and go with US GOLD

SKATE Cty s where the action takes
place in this skateboard simula:
tion, based on the coin-op of the same
name You and your board must go places,
things and generally accumulate points -
points make? Prizest Correct,
but o w»xwrmquexper.sesmr» >
Disneyland. The only prize you'l get is @
he skate park where you can
ur stuff and. . collect more points.

Seene o I o Shee Cy you i
decide upon your skill level. Whether you
opt for trainee or old hack theres still plenty

toavoid. So remember, be careful out there.
The city - an American city (where else
‘would you see body builders, unicyclits and
break-dancers on the sarme street?) ~ consists

RELEASE BOX

999cs, £11.990k
5%s
£9.9%s,£11.990K

o4z

DECH7
0UT NOW
DECS7

Park performer

Downhill - stick o the siope and you're okay.
‘The easiest of the bunch.
Jump - can be trick if you don't remember

.
Ramp —simple,just keep moving. When you
mbmmmcmnwm

prove da
Sialom - Mu\mmmmmm
‘ed 1o keep you going through the flags.

62 Advanced Computer Entertainment

066 L G

205/,

of four parks, four shops, streets and inhabi
tants. The idea is that you roam the streets
collecting points and money. Points cre
gained by jumping, spinning and pulling
wheelies ~ the more exotic your trick, the

such as dollar bils, add o the bamk balance.
‘At the start of the game you have three

SpectrumVersion

While skateboarding can be a ot fun once you've
9ot the hang of the conirols, 720's graphics
siightly take the polish of the game - they re a I
e on the indistinc side. The iller bass' n par-
ticular swarm 5o closely that they might just as
wel ba called a kiler blob. The sound, 100, is
nothing to wite home about

GRAPHICS 7 IQFACTOR 5
AUDIO 4 FUNFACTOR 7

ACE RATING 721

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

fer than the ea thing - but it
ugh o reallylastte istance

Fun - and s cerainly
isn't demanding enout

fickets, which give you acoess {o the parks,

Enter a park and you lose o ticket, but get
the chance of performing (see box) and gain:
1-G

y enables you fo buy prot
equipment 1:>r SR

Phipps is not & name that springs
immediately to mind when youte
He

NICK immecson

to Olympic standard by sheer gus, skill and
determination.

Simply leaming the controls and win.



m under you; slurry

ship money needed for the team's upkeep.
Crashing a bobsleigh can be disastrous not
only for your chances of a place in the win-
ning top three but com hurt your wallet as
well: epars cost money but lost Sponsorships
can have you feetering on the brink of
bankrupicy -~ and  becoming  bankrupt
means youll have o resart the game.

Before you start into serious competition,
You can practice each run in whatever order
you desie, which is helpful in familiazising
the player with problem comers etc. You

BOBSLEIG

Ice screaming with
DIGITAL INTEGRATION RATED,

can then compete against other teams for

‘expect, tough. It takes a keen eye and sharp
reactions to read the comers and find the
path of least resistance which you need fo
follow if you'e to achieve anything like the
speeds needed 1o eam yourself a piace on
the leader board. Make sure you consult the.
‘weather reports before the start of  1ace;
selecting the wrong runners for the bob' can
lose you valuable seconds on a run.

Opions to increcse your teams fitness
e included, and the idea is to waggle your
Joystick (or use the keys) asfastas - possible;

are there bt s just ot $0 much fn on

Meu-npmn Spectrum

GRAPHICS 5 IQFACTOR 6
uoio 6 FUNFACTOR §

ACE RATING 567

SCREEN TES'

‘with having fo waggle the joystick

at the start of each race (simulates your feam
running with the bobsleigh to the start line)
this can have you feeling physically tired at
the end of a season

Bol:slelgh s a thiling game with
jh stategy involved to add another

pinams g highly competent and addic-
tive simulation.

® Andy Smith

8 IQFACTOR 6
8 FUNFACTOR 8
ACE RATING 901

. u i

t.n»uuu!t\w«du»«s

Thiling and addictive onth Spectrum onceyou learm
the contos: on the C54 the poo conrols and weak
graphics spol the fun

Ty
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African Violence

PASSENGERS
ONTHE WIND

INFOGRAMES blow in from Africa

DAHOMEY 1St t ovgh pace
in the late 18th Century
mes enfants. The littis West Afiicom kingdom
had enough homegrown dangers for most
people, what with ions on the prowl and a
very shorttempered autocrat on the thione,
but when your companions included poison-
ers, lunatics and slavers ~ well, you really
did have to watch your step

Yes folks, wete back with Isa and Mary.
the central characters of Passengers on the
|
RELEASE BOX
CO48  £1295cs, £14950  REVIEWED
ATARIST £19%5d REVIEWED
AMS £12.95cs, £14.950k  REVIEWED
IBMPC  £24.95ck IMMINENT
AMIGA  £29.950k IMMINENT
L it
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Wind. Based on a classic French comic strip,
the original game related a tale of intrigue
and high adventure at sea with a graphic
style that amezed British players and &
game structure that left them bafled. Pas:
sengers Il takes up the story, and the strange
garmeplay style. in Africa.
The first scene opens with one of the
many bequtiful screens, depicting
the Dahomey village where King Kpenga
holds an audience for Isa and her compan:
ions. Its then your job to try and help the
story unfold. For the most part you control
the plot by. selecting one of the games
numerous characters in a small window
bel ain_picture, and clicking on
them with the pointer to make them speak.
There's only ocoasionally any choice over
what they say - its mostly just a matter of
piecing different people’s speech together
comectly to advance the plot.
As wel as assembling diclogues in this
way you can affect the plot directly by click-

Atari ST Version
The gameplay s effctively the same on all
acines, bt o colout and i st i
is the best of the bunch (uril the Amiga
rms U, o any e = ey e ook 0.

GRAPHICS 10 IQFACTOR 7
AUDIO 5 FUNFACTOR 2
ACE RATING 678

CPC Version
The CPC carit match the ST or graphis of course,

1Q FACTOR
7 FUN FACTOR

ACE RATING 665

Cé4 Version
Graphical the poorest o th versions (tough sl
a good-ooking game) and also, of course, the

slowest on disk

GRAPHICS 8 IQFACTOR 7
AUDIO 7 FUN FACTOR 2

ACE RATING 659

ing on different parts of the main picture, set
ting action sequences in motion. Youre
never really controlling the proceedings in
- just revealing a fixed story Line. The
actions are shown as panels overlaying the
main picture, rather than as conventional
nimation. There's rarely any indication of
where these sequences are possible, so you'l
probably end up clicking ‘dead’ background
an awtul lot of the time just on the off
hance.
Somewhere between a story and d jig
saw puzzle (and a long way from anything

[ty ot g et s

comic strip equivalent of Cin-
s ‘ot )y the equal of (say)
Defender of the Crown visually, but Cine-
maware’s gameplay shortcomings are aiso
in evidence - with a largish dose of confusion
thown in. The trial and emor involved
dews what challenge it might have had s
. but Passengers Il has an undeniable
(tShorvec) escndon

® Ay Witen

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

aphics separate the v

s0kd gamapiay ey sl hve 3 imlardecio cace

the iniilfascination wears off.







STOP PLA“




orget_about games. Leamn about events.

_Events are_about competition. The Pool
Jnusr Downhill Race, e, Freestyle Ramp, High
Jump and the Downhill Jam. Play alone, with a
friend or pit your skills against Lester. Skate
or die - it may be fun but its serious.

SMOKIN' THE HALF PIPE

90 o ock o, hand plnts (shown here), g lants asides
o ot G et o 205 ok font & bk seals,

SKATE & DESTROY.
Karate chop your way down the baddest alley i the neighbortood.
‘Smash u rash cans, b, fences,and the other guy. Rad skters
amp of te cop cac

TRONIC

P

ARTS

UNLEASH THE POWER OF
YOUR IMAGINATION

o s vt o
nmmmv!» g

For o o o o you et stk wi b
Encroic hire SL3 Y. O i ot Catons



FSCREEN TEST

BRAVE 1.2 formats are rare
ese days, and difficult
to come up i oo, Tt must make pro-
grammer John Phillips  pretty hot property
after the unusual true 3D and sideways
tball, hes just delivered this
strkingly unusual rotary masterpiece.

‘The basics of the game ae simple stuff
indeed: eight cylindrical fowers project from
ocean, and you have to destroy them. To
o this you must guide your little character

Pogo to the top of each tower, causing it
telescope down info the seq. A spiral of plat
forms, ledges and lfs form your route up the

outside of the tower wall, along with several
tunnels directly through the towers axis. Its
0  picnic:  gaps

middle o ledges have
to be jumped. and
nasties in your path
need shooting or
dodging

ese immediate problems wil have to
wait for the first few games, because the
chances are youll just be staring at the
screen in wonder. As soon s Pogo starts fo
‘move, youll be struck by the startlingly odd
‘way Nebulus handles his movement azound
or through the tower. As he walks clong

Pogo's Progress

"8\ g g\

)
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| lus has subtle twists to

NEBULUS

Towering originality from H

E)

f\'&'

)

lediges the game keeps him in full view by
Iotating the tower behind him, platforms and

This ‘rotary scroll is dazzlingly original
stutf even on small moverents, but Nebulus
an do beter: if Pogo steps info a tunnel, the
tower spins through 180 degrees to show him
popping out the other side.

Graphic ingenuity isn't enough by itself
of course, but youll find that the gameplay
100 is solid stuff. Though
tional timing and jumping problems, Nebu-

ACE
RATED
O

hat make for real
addiction. For one thing, most nasties don't
Kkill you outright: they merely knock you off

your ledge, lft or whatever. If youte still fa-
Iy low clown the tower (or just unlucky) youl
I he water

a
tumble onto a lower platiorm forcing you to
cover the same ground again - but this is
quite bad enough. You scale each tower
against a time Limit, 5o the delay involved in
climbing back up can cost you dear as well
as drive you wid with frustration. Ther
a certain amount of skack in the time allot-

s\ s\Vgy

ted for each tower, but a few falls soon eat
this up and running out will cost you a life
With practice you can get past (or shoot)
el T
the timing can be very demx
sy it b e e
but that still leaves you with irbome bad
quys to deal with. These flying nasties tum
simple problems into deathraps if they
moment wm»g

Nebulus strikes o fine balance between
frustration and addiction, and should keep
you occupied for months even with only
eight towers to clmb. Add in the flair and
originality of that rotary scroll and you've got
@ good-looking, playable winn

® Andy Witon

Cé4 Version
ke, Mk
st sopy hevsmen
ot s i b o

emerdousprakngrphcs v of e s s e
tong on e e manganesgoud rugh ot o e .

GRAPHICS 9 1Q FACTOR
AUDIO 7 FUNFACTOR 7

ACE RATING 943

Spectrum Version

frrsithomdieryeudaonwrmiv s
agane.

IQFACTOR 8

GRAPHICS 8
AUDI FUN FACTOR 6

ACE RATING 917




PACK rou pass. boad and wheel
grease and head on down to
Rodney's skate shop. There youll meet the
coolest has-been in town - Rodney, of
couse. He sure knows how to handle his
board. Can you say as much? If not, youd
beter head for your local 1ag store and pur-
chase Psycho Skatebocnds Daly,  otherwise
youll end up cs amother pretty pattern on a
board. Enter the mea city: skate or die
1f you intend leaving your mark on the
cty then sign in at Rod's shack. There's room
for you and seven other competitors. Then
s either a practice roll round town or @
head-to-head in five gruelling events. Youre
sater 10 stick to practise mode: atfter all you'd

ook aripe prune if you hit the streets with a

Pk board and no hope of changing your
moge unti ive events ter
and cruse

the one with the event of your choice
scrawled over it. The fun stts.
The first event - nvouchcose to compete

youl clso manage an open eye for the Bet-
tes. Tty o be too flash and you will crash
thiough the ramp - not a pretty sight.

PRACT ICE
Py

Next on the list is the High Jump: anoth-
et Ushape ramp. Only this time you've got
to waggle fast and hard to get you and your-
‘board tens of feet in the ir. A mean toumna-
ment, especially if you jump at the wrong
moment.

Nothing is out o stop you in the third
contest. Its just a casual
jount in the Downhil
Roce; a 1ace against
time. On the way to the

opponent in an_ hilari-
ous, mad dash to the fin
ish line in the Downhill
Jam. Anything goes: ride over flower =
smash bottles and tip over trash cans.

stormach or other painful regions of the body.
But also take oare you don't siam into bulld:
ings or thunder thiough fences (you'l end up
quartered i you o).

‘The last event, Pool Joust - in which two
players enter, but only one comes out alive -
is simple: one person moves rapidly round
the rink trying to dodge the other stick-bran-
dishing thug. If the first player manages to
get from one side of the 1ing to the other, four
times, without being hit then the stick is his.

The graphics and animation ate

SCREEN TEST®

SKATE OR DIE

Ollies and plants with ELECTRONIC ARTS

exquisitely detailed: and the characters look
in great pain when you do something
wrong. By far the best in the recent skate
board game craze.

@ Richard Monteiro

GRAPHICS 9 1Q FACTOR
AUDIO 7 FUN FACTOR

ACE RATING 878

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE
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Mirrorsoft - personal computer software -

State of Mind. Our peliey is to publish high quality

programmes across a wide range of computers and
for o wide range of interests ond applications.
We've got what it takes - Cinemaware. Mirrorsoft
Mindscape. Three-Sixty. FTL Games - Cam you take what

we've got?

\ ¥

DARK CASTLE

resh from the USA, ... Dark
oot ok you on s el
lourney ... through halls and
dungeons...os you search for
the Black Knight ... Computer
Gaming World wrete ... “Perhaps
the best arcade game on any
computer ever” ... PC, Amiga, ST
mow . .8 bit seon ..

ch movmg all out arcade
one or two

pl-ym 3 und meet the perils

of the Battletrack headon. .. and

unleash your Mean Streak!l!
C64, Spectrum... <0

A C

Forfree mailorder cafalogue please witefou
s below
Tinpobbors s bt chr e pios i SR
wthout e P dhok prcescd vty bl
Mirrsohtinited
AboeHose, 6673 Shon o, LondomECP A
Tlaphone: 1377 4445 b, 013530565
Yt 95120012
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SSTATE OoF MmiIND

DEFENDER OF THE CROWN

efender of the Crown. .. ha
set o standard . that ofhers wil
be hard pressed fo maet
Computer ond Video Games
Amiga, PC, ST - C64...New
cassette version ovailoble ’

e in o sleaxy under-
world _disfinctly reminiscent of
Raymond Chandler, ... Deja
Vu is ke no other adventure
you've ever experienced... ST
co4

“

on the mnykei ot
!he moment” Personal Computer
World. Amigo now, . PC ST €64

ne 01 those games...any
serious games player. . cannot
be withowt” _._Popular Computing B ) ....for the control
Weekly... PC, ST, Amiga. .. > . of the Windy CHy ... Amiga
now,...P€, ST €64 soon...
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FSCREEN TEST

RAMMING ¢ spacstip into obecs
in order to change its
direction isn't generally considered @ good.
in this latest from Tony

‘game is - just a matter of exploring and col-
lecting. What malkes it interesting is the
weird way you get around and the many
strange features encountered on the way,

You can fly left and right in & corridor
and alter height as wel, but you can't tum
cround or tum a comer without some assis-
tance. Triangular blocks are placed at many

junctions and by ram-

the ship through 90 or
180 degrees, depend:
ing on whether you hi
the angled or flat part
of the block. Ramming
walls will @lso tum you
around. Netther action
oquses any damage to
the shp.

The comidors are populdted by several
breeds of nosty aliens. Homers home in on
You, while attracters craw you towerds them

instead. There are aiso bouncers, difers.

LIGZAG

Ducking and diving with MIRRORSOFT

The matrix is viewed from a ZaxKon-{ype
perspective, scroling diagonall o keep the
ship cenired on the screen. The matrix is
eniirely composed of coridors connected by
right-cngled turnings. In places the corridors
nanow and have ramps forcing the ship
upwards.

e s

5y ovr s swch 0wl trg Bock

72 Advanced Computer Entertainment

corkscrews and cubes 1o look out for. Most of
these guys can be deadly if rammed of if
they hit you with their missiles. If you do die
then youtte retumed to the starting position.
Shooting the aliens eams money which
can then be spent if you find a shop zone.
They'te found at the end of culde-sacs and

GRAPHICS IQFACTOR &
AUDIO 6 FUNFACTOR 6

ACE RATING 783

when you fly into them it presents & menu of
additional features for the ship. Each feature
costs @ varying cmount of money, from U
tums at the cheapest level to extra lives at
the most expenstve, Other powers o 2555
maps, missiles, shield, raiser, infrated and X

ay.

The maps show the zone you'e in, infra
red and x1ay respectively enhance vision
and allow you to see through walls. All the
powers are useful to one extent or anothet
but are lostif you die.

Other fedtures which add to the puzze;
nature of the game are switches that credte
o temove walls and blocks when flown over
or shot. Additional restart points can also bef
found to prevent you having to fly il the!
way the start,

At first the concept is very intriguing.
‘particularly as the features cnd their uses e
discovered. But it quickly becormes a matter
of exploration and zapping rather than oné;
of puzling. Its certainly o massive task 10
tnd all eight crysls and ifs going to be
monster to map, but it may not hold enoughl

surprises in the long run.

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE



nother

puzzle
cecte
n over
iso

THROUGH THE TRAP |

DOOR

Cartoon capers from PIRANHA

wo cartoon cuddlies,
with  vengeance. The
poor had you controlling the wonderful
ated Berk in the dingy commidors of
pered Th tle. The sequel

gs

DECH7.

DECH7

odi o gurato

escreen for suprisingly

SCREEN TEST®

SpectrumVersion

really dewract fom the fun or the enjoyably ticky
puzzing.

GRAPHICS 8
5 FUN FACTOR

1Q FACTOR ‘
I
‘ ACE RATING 824

1ot only lefs you manhand

lcrgerhan-ife | graphics are bold and superbly animated
Berks facial expressions have to be seen fo
ed. And Drutt, who insists on gob-
passing worm, is cute in his own |
al way. The tasks are harder than the
cvgine, bt coukt sl do with @ e tweaks
Ecikiome St DRl Gi(a E it
the big, bumbiing

sequently taken to an underworl

necclis bat. B Berk and raf must el

through fou underground regions to recover
pal

b ® Richard Monteiny
Boni. It sounds like @ lot, but there

Berk, the large biue thingamiwa:
sit, is the main character. Drutt
just bounces around satistying his
Gaaving ot worms ond oooosin
ally, with great trepiciation, gets
Bk out o ot spot.

The four regions are fraught
with dangers and puzzles. There
e pits, icicles, bats, and other
menaces to dodge. The fask usu:
ally involves locating a key and
taking it to the necrest door - it s
in this manner that you pass to

asasasasasenasisascenncs

O S e ——

WEREWOLVES OF

LONDON

featur
WEREWOLVES s e ar
catchy song of the same name by Warren
Zevon - and it will be this rather than any

T e in werews i ooking forSoneyBood

Fancy a bite of VIZ DESIGN's latest?

RELEASE BOX

AMS  99%cs €149k OUTNOW
SPEC e89cs DECE7
C64128  £999cs, €129k  DECS7

Amstrad Version
Despie tharice touches - eatng Soanes can bo
9003 un - Worewolves st dosen' hav th depth
other aspect of the program which might | orthe terestto make the rade
tempt you back to the

s presented on the ‘no instructions -
work it out for yourself formet, but basically
must explore London, collecting
potentially useful .objects which will
enable you 1o open manhole covers, ot
shine a light as you roam the sewers. By
night you tramstorm into @ werewolt and.
attempt to keep your levels up by
g people
As far as gameplay goes, theres an
awul lot of trotting about screens which
all look exactly the same. The objects
‘may be useful n the end, but ot firt you
need to work out what they are - a swiss
1oll electric toothbrush? — as the graph-
ics e certainly not all they should be,
‘and animation pertunctory.
® Christia Ersine

GRAPHICS 6 IQFACTOR 5
AUDIO 7 FUNFACTOR s

ACE RATING 573

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

The lack o deph mkes A it
inres
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PSCREEN TEST

MADBALLS

Battling balls bounce in from OCEAN

MERGER e e
DI s
the pianet of Orb. If you want political power
then youte going to oo b ot o o
and bash @ few balls
cwound to get it. After
all, youre a Madball

y oo ol geiog i the
way and generally fo. up for you.

o suze of Otbls & baowi Coenpiex f
inferlinked platiorms, surrounded by a sed of

and that's what you dc overhead the
best. balls get A and

As m all pol a5 they
struggles s e bounce up and
than one candidate for down. The Madball
the post of leader spites e T

able mainly by their colours, but the facial

G i e || R t quite distinctive enough to dit-
icte them

struggle, as well as a pack of
Initially you re in control of Dust Brain,

‘a midsange Madball in tenms of speed and
strength, The other seven MB's (Member of
Ballment) have equally flatiering names
tike Swine Sucker, Slobulus and Freeky Full-
back. They have different speed and
strength ratings which affect their manou
verability an uper'omurw\rcm"rxr
spinning pole (opinion poll?) indicates.

abals ﬂrverc‘/ level, which is supplemented
by bouncing on items of garbage that pass
for food on Otb. Running out of energy won't
kil the ball but it does make him more vul
nerable to attack

To capture cnother ball you simply have
to bump him off the piatiorm and into the
grey czea - the goal You can do the same
o the becurocrats for points. Onoe a mad:
ball s captured you can switch control 1o it

74 Advanced Computer Enterainment

at open dustbins. It will also come into play it
You get bounced into the goal, acting as an.
extralife

‘There are several areas in the game, and

a

which you can bounce down, exiting ino
iy dustbin.

ring some variety to this tough polit

= Aobsy.ng s i that

rampolines, springboards,

'v:es = cmcxpu 15 chm all g you exra

bounce to clear gaps, but using them direc:

tionally is often difficult. Ramps, pyramids,

Qustbins and ol slicks oan send you spinning
off course and into danger

‘One cute and totally inexplicable feature

release chickens who uashed for
bonus points. Bubbles come in for similar
[ the same bonus points result

the mousetraps or your political career will

s
he gameplay is manic as
you find yourself hg'mng e, liring
whole time trying o stay n play or bounce
‘an opponent out. This makes i addictive and
infuriating, a deadly combination. because
"having one more go and get more
frustrated every time you die. Something has.
o give eventually - the joystick, the game,
your mind.
ks (Luw):xx:k is the element of
frustration and having to repeat
conquests i the oter el s et a sl
‘problem, but along with the drab graphics i
takes the edge off the game. I conclude that
there is only one difference between Earth
and Orb politics - one has party political
broadcasts that put you to slccp the other
will give you many sleepless nigt
o BobWade |

GRAPH 5 1Q FACTOR
AUDIO 7 FUNFACTOR 9

ACE RATING 826

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE




oy

AIRBORNE RANGER

Hit the silk MICROPROSE style

Cé64 Version
Ranger boasts some crisp and colourtul graphis.
tho gameplay is lough o ge 10 grips with but doss

yourfeetand work out you pans very precialy.

GRAPHICS 8 1Q FACTOR
Aubio 7 FUN FACTOR

ACE RATING 801

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

andng o star i, bt 1 pi

anepa s pety o
Yo e i ok e

HAVE rou ever fancied youseit as an

elte soldier operating behind

enemy lines for the US.A 7 If 50, then now's
Your chance.

Mictoprose wil fly you into enemy ferrs

rachute behind

arying from
capturing enemy officers to cutting enemy
gas supplies

‘The general ideat s o ly over enemy ter-

ums green Jaunch yourself from the aiciatt

show your ranger in the middle of a screen

RELEASE BOX

CO4/128  £1495cs, £1995%  OUTNOW
SPEC 'UNDECIDED FEB 88
ANS UNDECIDED FEB B8
ATARIST  UNDECIDED FEBBY

INFOGRAMES dodge the black holes

the space lanes and
shooting the occa:

sional gun turret may sound like boring stuf,
especially where the lanes in question are
flat or tubular lattices of oblong tiles. But
when large holes and other lethal obstacles
e the rule rather than the exception - and
You cantt siow down 1o avoid them - bore-
‘dom is unlikely o be one of your
rustrattion. on the other hand, certainly.

will beThe only way to stay alive in the
game is by dodging from one Tow of rectan:
gles to another as the whole lattice zooms

the feel of movement is mostly convincing,
but the strict pilofs eye view - your ship isnt
visible on the screen - causes  few problems
judging where your ship actually is

Telling which 10w youTe on is easy - the
lattice rotates or moves sideways under you
s you push left or right on the stick 50 s to
keep you central - but telling how fax youve
got along the tile youre on is another mtter.
Swing left or right before there's a tile clong
side you and you're dead. Run off the end of
a tile into blank space because you watted
00 long and again youte dead. The timing
isnt octually too tight, but youve got an
‘awtul Iot of steering to do and youre back to

the start of the level every time you die. Since
youve only got three lives anyway, this
clecrly isnt going to be a picnic:

‘There are other hazards aside from biank
spcce: puple ks and Laling tes il you
outright, as do gun turrets if you
ight biue ties and shofs flom gun turets

ain your energy: and green tiles send you

out of control for a few precious seconds. Its
not enough to dodge these though - you've
also got o postively seek out the orange tles
that top your energy uy

Later features add complications  biack

Those e e nepyur bt oppped o s worhyour
whle oing for e

SCREEN TEST"

Action Man!

oy e o il e
e ot vy w f . G 5y it

‘which scrolls cround him as he runs, walks

and crawls on his mission
From here on in its up to the player to
complete the mission and make his way to
the pick-up point to be rescued. Of course the
enemy have been alerted and will be hunt.
ing you down, 5o quick reactions are needed
in order to survive. Controlling the character
involves moving him in one of eight diec
tions, while he can fire in any one of 32
directions with a choice of weapons. Replen:
ishments are avalable - i you can ever

tecich the supply pods

rbome Ranger is not one of those
instantly playable Commandostyle jobs, but
@ game which takes a while before the fun
begins to shine through. When you do get
the hang of i, it cam become a gripping and
demanding task |
® Andy Snith

holes are particularly nasty - but the overall
game rematins simple, addictive fun
® Andy Wilon

RELEASE BOX
ATARI ST _£19.950k OUT NoW

Atari ST Version
Nice veckor graphics, f not exacty smoot. The
fashing squars are aimast impossite o make o,
bt that's right in keeping with such an irfitatingly
payabl game.

GRAPHICS 1Q FACTOR
AubIo FUN FACTO

ACE RATING 887

PREDICTED INTEREST
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rSCI?EEN TEST

ACE

Solid exploration from INCENTIVE

build-ups are o laughing matter
ot when theyre threatening to

blow up one of your home planets moons, at
any rate. The debris from the explosi
would make rather a hole in everybody's
ltestyle, 50 youve got to get up there and
big bang by setting up driling
1igs and siphoning off the gas I a race
jas pockets, and

mevss ot you'l have fo work out for your

The playing area isnt the actual lunar
an environ.

ok v your heavil
vaton probe - but rather s e et
structure built around, and almost encasing,
the moon itself. This structure consiss of 18
square sections joined at the edges, but there
e stll holes you can fall through 5o you
have to watch your step.

As you explore the buildings and objects
1o be found in each section your driverseye
view of them s in true perspective 3D,
solid colour or texture-filling used on l sur
faces. Especially where textures cre used, its

76 Advanced Compute Enterainment

| trundiing around and looking: youll

not dlways entirely clear what distant or

small objects actually are. The solution's sim

| ple here: just trundle up to them and take a
look. Tiny dots become cubes of pyramids on
closer inspection, and seemingly connected
buildings fum out to have namrow - but navt
gable - alleyways in between.

RELEASE BOX

C641128  £14.95cs, £17.95d  DECS7
SPEC  £1495s, £1795  OUTNOW
AMS

£14.950s, £17.950_ OUTNOW

At 1 simply want to explore the
moon. This s a tough enough fask to be get
ting on with: though there are obvious door-
ways to adjoining sections or into buildings
Tight rom the word go, youll need fo find or
te oth eres mote to this than
aiso
have to identfy various switches, and shoot
them with your laser cannons to trip them

RILLE

At Youre i et ow,lokingbck s he scvatin probe,

Often switches dont directly crecte the
results you want: some work in groups so
youll have o set all the switches conectly
Befcroanyihing seul beppens, whie othes
ly her switches that were pre-
viously vibie ‘There are no general princ
‘les here - just shoot and observe,
t already have guessed, you
one who gets to do some

system is st in working order, and s static
Iaser turrets ocm subject you to withering fie.
if you stray into their field of view. Fire back
and you may knock ther
impair them before they drain your shield
and destroy you, but some turrets aze cax
non-proof. You may have to search for
amother route through here, or simply grit
your teeth and run the gauntiet

‘Turrets arent the only hazard at that. An
orbn.nu kille sctellte willfire down on you i

e chance, while minefields and acid

v oo ol decidedly danger
ous. Large drops can wreck your probe even
if they dont plunge you onto the moon




Tl

SCREEN TEST1

Specrum: A viw o th bidge — ngressive v i only n o,

A vl ot bkt — Bt i prai gt
ot et ot o o
Lot e round the back.Maybe there's  ror w .

be taken

ed the moon, with

toning ling s s hids By - st oo
port them in from your hom
D /ou have to know where
e gas pockets are. The landscape contains
rmation you need, but much of it
form - ymibols on the ground

50 youll need to

e ot ot s e o sometg dow . |

| have your brain in gear
he realism of the Drller

puzling elements to the gameplay, while
the slow-but mpressive graphics hang some
where between Starstrike Iland The Sentinel
Its bod, damlingly orginal and very
playable too, and 1t deserves to feature
prominently n the Yuletide charts.

® Andy Witon

laying crea

graph
depict it, but clso in the very adventure-like
way you can think things up, do them and
findithey work. Theres 0 much fo
the normal

Work out how o trip 1 you find  spofier
piane to fly around in, can you keep it air-
bome?

Fitting Driller into a pigeonhole is trick
There cre arcade, adventure and logical

Amstrad Version
Hard 10 blieve you's only ocking at a CPC deply,
what with the reaism s one wings out of i in
places. It may take i time updating he screen, but
its worh the wait

GRAPHICS 9 IQFACTOR 8
FUN FACTOR 5

Aupio a
ACE RATING 956

SpectrumVersion
W may onybe i mono, bt the textres use i the
il ae s vryefciveand h srsen recaws
ata haity spoad making h game thatmuch more

GRAPHICS 8 1Q FACTOR
AuDI 3 FUN FACTOR

T s sl g i ot o b

il

ACE RATING 931
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Are ELITE buggin'
FORGET 2 o - By oy s

the player behind the wheel
of an oftroad, race-tuned Baja Buggy

The game is viewed from a positon
behind and sightly above the buggy. The
am s to complete one of five courses by
completing the various legs that make them
up. The roadway sctols towends the player,
continually twisting and tuming 5o that the
player has to move the joystick to avoid the
various obstacles. Of course, youte racing
agamnst the clock on each leg - much lke
Out Run - and fatlure toreach the check

©h Boy!

TS

,’V\,"\/V ':j

80 Advanced Compute Eneranent

point means its time!
Besides the almost obliga
player has o fight to avoid a plethora of
Ioadside and on-oad obstacles including

trees, brick walls, fences and the occasion-
al other buggy. Hitting an obstacle will have
your buggy leaping info the air and coming
down with a thud - you then have to pul
away from a standstll and try to get your

the player can also witness his buggy flying
through the air whenever he hifs a bump
and going up onto two wheels whenever he
‘molehill or q tree stump - this two
iness is actually quite helpful for
mw g o g toht g
s an afterthought, the player
can qremc' o increcse his score by driving

Buggy Boy - what's
new?

Cé4 Version

the sraling s a bt poor he graphics are
very colourtul and well crawn. Sound s great - tiob-
though

poor subsitute ? See Bugg)
decide. Sur, the idea of completng sveral
stages within a ime limit appears in both
games but that's whers the similrty ends.

is far more concerned with picking

the
player isking far more in an atiempt o drive:
bonus gates; this can prove 1o be
ricky unti you get to know the course and wil
have the payer running nto an immovabe
object on more than one occasion simply
because his greed for points has overridden
his common sense.

IQFACTOR 3
8 FUNFACTOR 8

ACE RATING 906

GRAPHICS 7
AUDIO

PSS Wamnasee e worc? Go ol e
best airports? Get about on all the
best railways? Give yourself @ chance of
picking up ot least £5,0007 And play a jolly.
enteriaining quz game at the same time?
Yes?

Then look - as they say - 1o further; The

‘a cause for concern. Hitalog and the buggy.
‘goes fing through the air - great fun fo
then

be right up your street. The
ultimate object of the game s to solve an
‘Endgame Puzle get this right and you

You could be i for ot of trouble,

You can'steer a car that's in mid-air. Buggy

Boys diferent enough to mefita high evel of
Aun

‘winning that prize — £5K
plus €1 per copy of the program sold. How-
ever, you only stand a chance of getting the
pieces of the endgame puzzle by travelling

fan.’

Suri rber, tat rppig ime it wil mean you'vegoa ke the el o e metl e way

TInE La

; SCORE
‘II( 02280

‘You begin in London with @ clue 1o the
first destination reach;

and buy a souvenir. If youre lucky youl be
given a question which - if answered cor-

| rectly - will give you a part of the endgame




AW FREVES TITa¥F

the buggy ook varus e cod oree
gs. Also included are time
o give you a two second bonus for
e second leg.
Buggy Boy is nonstop action that s fun,
! It enough o keep eve
the best crivers engrossed for quite sor
time.

® Ay

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

puzzle. destination’ will give

difcult to work out; wxnmb-mvn
‘actually getting there. The logistics of getting:
from A to B (very often via D, ot even X)
‘re alarge part of the fun and the frustration
o the game.

The other part of the fun comes from
eaming the money wherewith to voyage.
‘You go to ashop and buy a question for any-

Enteng Display
ymudmmmmnmpywmm o
destination clues

locations you will bitterly regret oanying
your stash in cash rather than travellers
Wmmummbsmggedm
lleft penniless on the streets of cn alien city.
‘The overcll object of the game, of course,
i fo collect and answer all pars of the

cam bring you large amounts of cash. Get-

East dont come cheap. But, you may well be.
g Mk 86 o ol T
‘cash? Beg, Its demeaning to

Paddington mmmmmmm
buy a cheap question, but fs the only way
mnmmmwvywmmm
ostart trying to accurnulate more

Endgame yourself a chance
of winning the £5,000. But on the way you

0 1@ FACTOR
AuDIO 5 FUN FACTOR

ACE RATING 838

GRAPHICS

SCREEN TEST®

Advanced Computer Entedtanment 8 1



PSCREEN TEST

[BRAVESTARR

‘ GO! west young man

another round
Theres an ov

d nasties can increase your

op
oiding the bad guys s far oo clficu
Bravestarrs a v

akand

top the clock briefly

efiort at pemn

new, but nnovation's 1o substiute for playe:
FRONTIER Henss ke Mew Toxas | anyone her e b your st ot o i, | By
pretty lowlife | but youll need money there - and for that @ Andy Witon
s, 0 Kt kv Mt e | i erey e e
s yo e etk e | Gl o o s, v |
2t you has s work cutout for i, T iming e you g s, you | [~ oo e

goes double right now, with the wise old

his gang. Its curtains

£9.99cs,£11.990k

£999s, £14.990k
 you cant rescue Shaman

get onto Hex's tral muy pront
You can run

Shaman held prisoner by evil Tex Hex and
 the Lone Star planet

RELEASE BOX

DEC 87

DEC#7

50 youd better

up and down the town's

scrolling, side view main street fighting off
bad guys with your trusty six-shooter, or drop
into any of the town's named locations - the
jail, bar or ek fot instencs - in serch of
informtion. Once you'e inside a menu sys

can slect your destinaton fiom the onscroen
map and take fo the sies. At st theres only
one outoftown location, but as you tek fo ‘

Marshal 55 ghost town, sercing for he Hexgang: hats i
standingon

people and gather clues the map starts to fil
in. Youll have to blast your way thiough the
tumbleweeds and other irborne nasties the

Nice use of colour and not 100 mug

eh atiute clash

either, Butthe gameplay' strating siuf

GRAPHICS 7 IQFACTOR 3
AUDIO 4 FUNFACTOR 5
ACE RATING 775

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE
e ]

tem lets voh examine the place or talk fo

swarm at you,

and when you arrive

tew
nsatng

‘becomes easier to live. RISK. is mﬂx:enl\y
R I S K different from yer average scrolling shoot
U 1o keep you fxe o your scroen o some
il 4] L ] time.
® Andy Smith

Scroll and shoot to THE EDGE

RAPD Iercept. Soek cnd i - st in Chmmammumezm(mnvevmuSm
case you were wondering what Waapaunsmmssaumm

the initials stood for. Jump in your skimmer

cratt and fly over the surface of the planet

IQFACTOR 3
7 FUNFACTOR 6

ACE RATING 709

GRAPHICS
AUDI

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

ﬂ

boftins and retrieve some
mupmumyummewmvamacns
devices) built and fitied

fo your ship - a life of fighting aliens then

g thm o

82 Advanced Computer Entetainment




The Apache..... Fierce and elusive, like its warrior namesake GUNSHIP is available for the CBM 64/128K,Spectrumand
Capable of defeating enemy tanks, infantry, and hostile coming soon for IBM PC and compatibles.

aircraft on the modern electronic battlefield.

Gunship's revolutionary 3-D graphics enable you, the pilot,

to fly into the worlds hottest trouble spots . . You'll use an a

unbelievable array of high tech information and weapon

systems, including lasers, video cameras, night viewers,

radar warnings, jammers, computers, missiles, rockets,

flares and a 30mm cannon! Successful missions will be

rewarded with medals and rank promotions.

Pleasesend____ copy/ies of Gunship CBM 64/128 [ Cassette £14.95 (1 Disk £19.95.
Spectrum ] Cassette £9.95 [ Disk £12.95 [ Further details.
Name (blockcapitalsjiei R L 0 pdress:

LERRP R T s e o TR K Epost Code)
lenclose£_including 55p P-+P. Cheques payable to MicroProse Software Ltd.
or debit my Access/Visa card.Expirydate___ No.




FSCREEN TEST SHORTS

| AGENT X2

| MAD pop the pimple

doss tend alitle toward the

Tepetiive - with the addiion of

the hypnotic and otherworldly
can find

Gy
unexceptional | b
® Pele Comnor

21T cre what this smple but
Cleverly executed shootem-up

unsuspecting world
a5 Agent X s tosop wsall o | ] PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE
breaking out in terminal acne. EaEEE e

‘The game is a 3-parter; the
irstis a horzontally scrolling

the second al vertically

scrolling one and the third is
where you bust through a wall

et at the mad prof himself. ACE RATING 616 ACE RATING 783

Its very nicely done, but

GUNBOAT

PIRANHA mess about in boats

LASH bang,
wallop, s the
order of the

‘watery shoot-

shoot
— 1 ACTION¥ORCE —| | [t

=4 ‘penetrate the
lex

network of

inland waterways held by the
enemy’ You can fire missiles
torpecioss, shells o drop depth
‘charges - which cccounts for
just cbout every type of enemy
youll encounter.

There's a choice of outes to
take, but wherever you go
Youllfind that the going i
pretty tough - 5o tough thas ifs
pretty hard to even get going ot
the sicrt of the game. The rather

rab and olc-fashioned.
graphics on this Cé4 version
dont help much.
ACE RATING 543 ® Pete Comor ACE RATING 567
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SCREEN TEST®

here's a tum up for the bool

e shit key. Pt ORI TR
Atari ST Version

The graphics are witty and neatly drawn, with
some  entertainingly  surrealistic touches.
‘There could have been a few more screens,
perhaps, but you stil get a fun-packed prog
with what there .

GRAPHICS 8 IQFACTOR 7
6 FUNFACTOR 9
E RATING 814

ideas the game s astonish-
gly simple: all you have fo
h

do'is blow a bubble thioug

Tooms. But, of course, its not contact wih any of
quite as smple as that might the walls o
und. These rooms are filled

th o collectn o surel

onwards, thor

caence makes th sy T ——
gress somewnat problem:  bastader

Doing the huffing
gh ntrol - a sh
hingy of oucem»
Totated using the m

enough s (.Emm.n,h].v‘ g
lines and the ob! w. P

problems; frus
unt the longer

Screen 3

The feel of Bubble Ghost is remir

Pufloneer - when s s down o am e
relace Thas o orgiarybuble: hars our soul.man

@ Pete Comnor

| RELEASE BOX

ATARIST £19.95% REVIEWED
CO4128 2995, 1490k  FEBBR
IBMPC #1995 FEBSS

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

sty il hfl and e pult

Extio e aom

Buringcandesceate ot

s you iight amay i manic hod and daest e g0

iy, s unenough 0 et 1 venyoucomplt .
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FSCREEN TEST SHORTS

ARCADE CLASSICS

FIREBIRD rave from the grave

Unfortunately
they just havent
gotthe
sophistication of
graphics or
gameplay to cut
the mustard
these 16-bit times;
only the strange
deep space rock-
biasting of
Asteroids retains
modicum of compulsiveness
®Pete Comor

Space Warslook - and play

like dinosaurs from the lnd that
tim Its alla bit sad
really; a compilation of arcade
classics sounds like a gredt ideq.

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

RELEASE BOX

ACE RATING 499

INSIDE OUTING

The EDGE'S little gem

ISOMETRIC three dimensional
‘games stll make an

appearance. na
while and if the game's good as

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

ACE RATING 702

KROMA ZONE

MASTERTRONIC blast again

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

ACE RATING 431

SUPERSTARICE
HOCKEY

DATABYTE'S puck prog

from your skates as you spin
round, on the 64 your man
moves more ke a bows player
o the accompaniment of sound
effects that sound like someone
room carpet
~as such, its one strictly for the
dedicdated loe Hockey fan

@ Pee Comnor

JEKYLL and Hyde is what the —

two versions - BM PC and Cb4 - | RELEASE BOX

o this game bring to mind: on o ES%__OUTHOW

the PC it graphically smooth TBNPC 20950 uTOw

sonically tolerable and good fun | ['SPECAR sk e |
| toplay: on the Cod s [ATARIST Gess e |

graphically poor, sonically na

‘and not a barel of laughs.

The game's core s playing
the game on screen; around this
you can do all the usual stusf
such as trading players, fiddling
‘around with tactics and
competing in a league over @
season. All well and good, but
You wont really wamnt to bother
unless the gameplay s fun.
‘While on the PC you can bump
and bore and see sparks fy

ACE RATING 456(C64
ACE RATING 681(18M PC)




AMSTRAD

SUPER SPRINT

Electric Dreams £9.99cs
£14.99dk

Spectrum version reviewed issue 2 - ACE Rat-

ing 907
G4 version reviewed issue 3 - ACE Rating
917

A bit of a disappointment really, with lite
annoyances maning the game's playabily.
Collision detection s badly off in places, and
the feel of the ofher two versions isnt really
there. Stll a good racing game, but not a
grect one,

® ACE RATING 831

TRANTOR
GO! £9.99cs £14.99dk

Spectrum version reviewed issue 3 - ACE
Rating 517

Greatt use of colour makes this sideways
scroller a big improvement on the Spectrum.
version. On the gamepiay front its simple
biastnisearch fare and the game task is stil
@ bit 100 easy to provide any redl long-term
challenge - but what a stunner it is grapht

® ACE RATING 681

RED L.E.D.
Starlight £9.99¢cs £14.99dk

C64 version reviewed issue 2 - ACE Rating
910

Spectrum version reviewed issue 3 - ACE Rat-
ing910

SCREEN TEST UPDAYES‘

Some very tasty updates are now available for
your machines. Can PC owners afford to neglect
Gunship? Can Amstrad owners be so unwise as |
to miss out on RED L.E.D.? |
Bear in mind that even if we didn't
particularly like the version of the game that we
originally reviewed, the next version could be a
whole lot better — as in the case of Trantor on the ‘
Amstrad, whose graphics put it in an altogether
higher class than the Spectrum version.

Great scrolling - surprisingly smooth - and
good use of colour make this an impressive
and worthwhile conversion. As on the ofher

et s ey covmin o |
T Uiy oot 5 g ot 06
S ey s ok

‘play' stll intact making it good, simple fun

versions, the combination of biasting, explo-
ration and Spindizzy -style dexterity gives it
bags of long-term interest and a nice fat rat

® ACE RATING 915

IBM PC

GUNSHIP ‘

Microprose £34.95dk

Excellent graphics, involving simulation and
@ vatety of missions make this one of the
best PC games in a long while. Piloting your

©® ACE RATING 694
‘oper cround in order t 2ap vaous gooks

ey s | AMIGA

bear the politics you should have a lot of fun ‘

LEVIATHAN
English Software £19.95

This Zaoron-sh 3D shoot-em-up finclly makes
it o the Amiga, offering a competent but
unexciting biast. Like other versions it lacks
the fesling of uigency and desperation you
et from a good ction game. Graphically its
weliarawn and witty, but better use of
colour would have made for more initial

appeal |

® ACE RATING 902 | @ ACE RATING 746

SPECTRUM

IMPLOSION

Cascade £8.95cs - ’
Cotvenion oviewee i msve 3- ace | [HEARAAY R = o
i il VGG 0oL 1000

Monochrome it may be, but the scrolling on.
this  shootem-up's satistyingly fast and

‘Advanced Computer Entertainment 87




ACE

A

Collect it

Missed the first issues of ACE? Don't despair. Copies
can be despatched to your letterbox for just £1.50
each (postage free). Look at these highlights.

ISSUE ONE
FREE cassefte containing COMPLETE
10— US Goid's BLUE
MAX for the C64 and Ocean's GIF!
FROM THE GODS or e Spoctnum
uyrs Gudo dscribng the ACE a
e
olour reviews of XOR, Bubble
mmp mmv»x Impact, Barbarian, Mask
Wi Console? A deabed comparison
of the Nintendo, Sega and Atan machines
and the software available for the.
i and a review of

Great playing tips on Guild of Thieves,
Barbarian, Sentinel. Bounder, Defender
of the Crown and more.

Spoof ltters page!

ISSUE TWO

FREE coer casstte conaing e
FIVE complete levels of the arc:
mash BUBBLE BOSBLE (Cos and
‘Spectrum versions)!

Buyer's Guide to budget software ~30
1o s it

ave reviews of RED L

e.ur’EnstNT SKOLLDIGGERY. and

Detaled iaying uides fo XOR and
HITCHHIKERS, plus pokes on
Deathwish 3, Paperboy. Leaderboard
and others.

® Fealures on recommended joysticks
3D graphics and measuring your game.
playing skils

1SSUE 3
Detald comparsono e At ST, CBM ATiga and Acomn Arimads.

P S
 igPabd g Dok Pain Ml sompoen
Music special on sound sampiing and the Roland MT32.
n 10 Play by Mai games.
® Great Computer Disasters.
® Screen Test reviews on Thundercas, Terrorpods, Indiana Jones, Nipper 2,
Trantor, Captain America and many ofhers.

How to order
Just use the FREE POST order form on page 143, quoting order
code A120Bl (issue 1) , A120B2 (issue 2) or A120B3 (Issue 3).
Or just send a cheque for £1.50/issue made out to Future
Publishing Ltd to:
ACE Back Issues, Future Publishing Ltd,
Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7PY

ACE COMPUTER DEALER!

These independent compuar dealers stack copies o ACE togetnd
h a wide range of other computer products.

m SCOTLAND

s Computer Sore
4 Graham i

it
Hoble Mro Marking
i Stre
Elgin
Morayshire
Micros
254 Kiimarknock Road
Glasgow
Gi3 2XS

Graffx
9 Albert Place

Edinburgh
u NORTH

Computer World
10 Swabys Road

Dyer L
Boverley
HUT7 o

V Tubes
104 Abbey Street
Aceringl

Lan
B85 1EE
Tl 0254 36521

Pennine T

s avencish Srst
Keighly

West Yorkshire

Worthingtons.

62 Oxford Lane

Warringt

Cheshire
Tel: 0925 56787

Chips Computers

‘Computer World UK Lig
208 Chorley Old Road
Bolton

Lancs
Tel: 0204 494304

HW Luxton & Son
236.8 Smithdown Foad
Liverpool

L155AH

Tel: 051 733 1135

Richard James

Tel: 0846 830903

5 Hambitoian yard
Stookton on oo
Clovelan

York Computer Centre
9 Davygate Centre
York

01 25v
Tel: 0904 641862

Lodgo S Sove
Hign

e
Middlesborough
756.5J0
Tel0642 465561

Topsoft
6 Wellinglon Court Mews
riington

Kiosk & Book Gallery
2327 Aldertey Road
Wilmsiow
Cheshire
Coloursgot
Gt 148 Market Way
Arndale Cent
Manchester

Tel: 061 834 6644
VuData
221A Oid Street
‘Ashton-under-Lyme
oLe7sR
» MiDLANDS

forth Notts
23 Outram Street
Sutton-in-Ashfield
Notts
Tel: 0623 556686

Hewards Home Stores.
822524 Kngstanding

mwm o
Bl

Tot 021 354 208
Fast Forward Computer
Store

29 Smith Street
Warwick

Comptazia
204 High Stree

Dudley.
West Midiands

Compiaza
e Shopping Mall

oy o o

Brierly Hi

W Midiands.

akiree
Michelan House
Guidnall Siraet
Granth

Uincs.

NG31 SNJ

SonConpasCoon

el B o o
Warwickshir

Mr Disc

12 Three Shires Oak
oad

Bearwood

arley.
W Midlands

‘g Computer Serviced

Bromord Road
ge Hil

Bimingham 36

= souTH
Yking Campuer
Ardney
mengmve Road

Nork "

NR3 30H
Tel: 0603 45209

Suffok

Tel: 0473 214868

G B Microland

7 Queens Parase

London

Wateroovile
ants.

Tl 0705 259911

m Comy
vsv Gn\aswuv\h o

o

The Micro Shop
522 Tohouse St
Great Yarm

Noriok
NR30 250

Tel: 0493 842697
Anta Busnss Syt
Anita Hous

i (‘\wxewwm Close
£ onn

Theford Micros

21 Gulnal et

Tor 042 61545

144 Station Road
Harrow
Middlesex

Tel: 018610036
Soft Spat

5 George Street
Banbury

Tel:0295 68921

Note to dealers
f you would like to

0225 446034,




o
Aoas

ystoms

1

In the guse of
iy Zeltor (oginnen, you must ravel

he whole scre
mmn” leasing crtifacts

. Pltus, begin with fiv 1o
S L energy and Bansiomn (your
oom, and every \x}c—

1, s litered with objots -

d, some pur Wering
rmine which is which will take con
siderable time.

Completing missions entatls locating and
g a character. When you achieve
sisimus (level 10) you get to do battle with
Zarg himselt. However, q task is only set if
you've aticined the comrect rank and have
40,000 points under your belt

Points are gained by blasting the bizame
animated objects. Zarg's minions are
shot they don't some characters
froee, ctbers spin, the eally sty ones

m Club is going to keep you
locked to the screen for a long while. Neat

SCREEN TEST"

PHANTOM CLUB

graphics, pleasing introductory music and
i el e e
o explore and blow away

®Richerd Monteio

1 mee he eviatng B -1 ke quie  fow s
tosendhim back o Nrvars

RELEASE BOX

CO4128  e895cs,eiogsk  JANBS
| [SPEC 798 OUTNOW
AMS tBOics 145k JANGS

Evil evasion with OCEAN

Spectrum Version
This s i game and s duitalyanefor th map-
purzos. A i you dont e Move 16
kel o 1 you. Graphics re ot ey o
vry playaie and i

Keep you attfor some time.

GRAPHICS 7 IQFACTOR 9
AuDIO 6 FUNFACTOR 7

ACE RATING 845

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

FREDDY HARDEST

Playboy fun from
MDD our epenvmuus hero, is billed
the galaxy’ tox hls sclsern debut h‘:dvdb:‘é;
crashed his

somewhere in the
Miky Way and must fight his way off the

kzkmg you through & horizontaly scrolling
landscape, shooting at a vast number of var-
1ous nastes or felling them with a flying kick

lage, neatly animated and suitably weird-
looking

completed part one, youll be
given an access code which enables you fo

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

| R DN ST R S
.

IMAGINE

Paoy Fdy geting s ks R akes o sors..

RELEASE BOX

CO4128  28.95cs,£12950  OUTNOW
AMS g8 5cs £1495d  OUTNOW
SPEC  e7%s DECE7

load part two. Hete youte inside the enemy.

i

crouch to avoid sounders and biast or kick

the inhabitants and robofs. You can also.
move up and down from level o level via
lits o tunnels,

Freddy Hardest is essentially very simple
in concept - dodge, blast and kick your way

ferent scenes in the second part, it all gets |
rather repetitive after a while, B\xl ifs jolly
‘enough and pretty enough while

® Cica e

Cé4 Version
(Gamepiay appears sighty fougher than on GRGs,
especially on jumping and leaping, and you'l bo
ted fo cry four when foaing aliens materaise
whle you'e in mic-ait and firish you of. Graphi
have penty ofdeai and the music sounds reat

GRAPHICS 8 IQFACTOR 3
Aupio 8 FUNFACTOR &

ACE RATING 715

Amstrad Version

Nice animation with Freddy struting, iating robots

[t whon i 1 Wl bacty
‘works in your favour,

GRAPHICS 8 IQFACTOR 2
Aubio 7 FUNFACTOR 6

ACE RATING 734
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rSCREEN TEST

RELEASE BOX

INMINENT
OUTNOW.

COUTZ £395s E14 35k
(SPEC oo
AMS £8.95cs, £14.95dk

JACKAL

TW() veas too late is the initial feeling
You get upon playing Konamis lat:
st conversion: the game is basicaly the old
Commando/Rambo idea in d jeep.

The plot is perfunctory; you land behind
enemy lines in order to rescue your captured

g

As youd expect flom the scenaro, here's nothing

Spectrum Version i
oo elachaly camanding n Jacka Graphes are | |

poor by curen slandards: snemy sokdemare | | tro0ps. You get a jeep which can fire either o
finy and unconvincing stk fiures, while back | | machine gun or missiles. When you collect
R | o, rouhen oo o belbpod ot they

age sound does athing 10 s0up p the fun icked up by o chopper
905 ot iy e
GRAPHICS 5 IQFACTOR | [N E e
Aupio ORI | ol cound with guns and grenades; pil
ACE RATING 487 et el e ot
place; tanks ae plentitul. Its a question of

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

i have muchinh shrferm

‘Spectum version:Blst the un, st e ks, st e sors

oumhow_| | KONAMI koin-op konversion
| )

ting all and sundy in order to
g area occupies only
and your jeep isnt

ed by a gun-emplacement you
thermore, the range of most

see.
o wecsens 8
R

factory gamepl
Bl B st s oAb
sentation. In particular, the

might lead you here wel
el L keg i Bl L
Gl
Wl youte given - e fogp - cac have
e
® Peler Comor

CPC Version
The CPC Jackal is worse than the Spectrum in
‘very respect; raptics are even more rudimentary,
with miserabl-looking soldiers you wouldnt really
‘wani o fecnt f you were running your own army.
Sound is very weak and i cerainly won! tax your
mind any more than on the Speccy.

GRAPHICS 4 IQFACTOR 1
AUDIO 4 FUNFACTOR 5

ACE RATING 450

WAR

|
|

|

|

i RV the very nature of the redl thing, sub-
|| 2 mane smulcions e aly to e sow.
|

|

enter' and the compass points on your con-
trols marked N, S, E and O (for Ouest instead
of West). On the ST versions, the instructions
tell you to press T to fire torpedoes but they
‘ctually work a lot better if you press F.

In the play, you command the subma-
1ine U79 in the Pacific Ocean in 1941. Get the
att going, dive - of not - sight your targets
on 1adar/sonar, check the map, home in on
enemy ships (this cam take a very long time)

fire forpedoes at them. Go and refuel.
Thats i,

‘The emphasis s always going to be on tact:
cal manoeuvring and the controls rather
than making free with the forpedoes and
blowing the enemy out of the wter. Blue
down in the

. the English
version has been sloppily translated. with
instructions like ‘Insert the disk 2 and push

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

ST vason: uning o il i the Pacc

90 Advanced Compute Entrtainment

Its just about adequats, and nice looking
on the ST version, but it won't give anyone
selling Silent Service cny sieepless nighs.

® Cistna Ersine

RELEASE BOX
ATARIST £19.39 OUTNOW.
AN cagd OUTNOW

Atari ST Version

Nes gaprcs and some
sound efecs
e sk e vevpost o pok ane:
on fom the French can be confusing

GRAPHICS 7 IQ FACTOR
AuUDIO 4 FUNFACTOR 2

ACE RATING 450

Amstrad Version
It may be disk onl, but its appalingly siow 10
ony

GRAPHICS 6 1Q FACTOR
Aupio 4 FUN FACT

ACE RATING 425




M

oot i Vit Wesart e o s T
Northlanders, once mere men like you and 1,
iched by the malice of the
Dark Soeptre and have become the Lords Of
The Shadows; gripped by ev
at, then, is the scene set for this long-
awaited Mike Singleton game. The player
takes charge of a band of warriors of vary-
g ability and tries fo use their differing
chanacteristics In n attempt o befriend and
recruit allies from among the other six tribes
on the island. The objective is to recover and
destroy the Dark Sceptre before i can do
‘more ham
You view the game through an on.
screen window that displays either a repre-
sentation of the characters on their travels or
@ menu displaying a number of possible

DARK SCEPTRE

Make some strange friends with FIREBIRD

that are avalable to whichever

invalves moving eiher yous oystek (or
pressing a key) left or right. You then issue
up 1o three separate orders to the character

‘when you have finished, the screen switches
o show your character stomping off to com:

Reaping the benefits

Yourrespers onemen 1ghing machie who tends o ki frs -
anlaer

plete the first oxcer (1 the best of his bty )
Orclers possible include; HARASSIng other
warors; BRIBE other warriors; GUARDIN
Objects; WAIT AT places and WAIT FOR war-
vl Mete o approx 0 cifeent cor
mands that can be issued fo any number of
o s i
characters have peculiar attributes which
need utilising; Mystcs e usually in posses
sion of magioal powers which llows them to
any out orders requiing a certain knowk-
edge of such things, whereas Fools (despite
the name) are persuasive and good talkers,
which makes them handy at convincing
other chanoctes o your worthy and fs cr

Mmely attemping 1o take the Sceptre at
the beginning of the game is not such a
jood idect as several steps have o be taken
to enswe the power of the thing doesnt
desttoy you. There are ofs of ofher oams
found around the isle that can be utilised in
the attempt to reach your goal, and ifs up fo
the player to discover how these objects are
est used

k Sceptre has a very familiar feel
about it if youve ever played Lords Of Mid-
night or Doomdark’s Revenge, in that the
game is deep and complex with enough
happening to keep you engrossed and play-
ing for months to come.

® ooy S |

SCREEN TEST.'

GRAPHICS 7 IQFACTOR 7
AuDIO 7 FUNFACTOR 6

ACE RATING 856

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE
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“...The best rucin—g

s E Eﬁ Commodore 64/128 Cassette (£9.99) and Disk (£12.99) ZX Spectrum 48k/128k/+ (£9.99) Amstrad CPC Cassette (£9.99) w'9)
Mail Order: Activision (UK) Ld, Units 3 & 4 Loyds Close, Finedon Road Industrial Estate, Wellingborough, NorthasR.



igame we’'ve ever
eier than Out Run?!”’

ZZAP! 64 ‘ANOTHER D,
AT THE ARCADES’

» Officially licensed from the greatest
motorcycle racing game, the thrills are so
real we considered making a helmet
compulsory.

b Four skill levels.

) Four music tracks.

D Push your turbo charged racing machine
into 18 progressive stages racing across
Asia, Africa, America and Europe.

99) and () Amiga Disk (£14.99)
Copyright 1986 Sega Enterprses Inc. (USA). All rights reserved

orthamptol. Tel: (0933) 76768 Electric Dreams Software. Authorised User.
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BEWARE

THE EMPTY SHELF

Don't run the risk of missing a copy of A.C.E.
With many newsagents selling out fast, you
should guarantee yourself a monthly copy,

either by subscribing or by handing your
newsagent the completed form below.

Dear Newsagent

Please order me a monthly copy of Advanced
Computer Entertainment magazine (A.C.E.).

'ESCAPE

TELE-GAMES

Europe's Largest Stock Of Video Games & Cartridges For —

cover date, priced £1.50.

“This new section of the magazine offers you
the chance to speak directly to the huge

ACE SMALL ADS

S R 2600 -
INUEUNISION]
IN STOCK NOW
Telephone ®
e ety SE@A
Ora7a 301 y

WICO JOYSTICKS FOR NINTENDO IN STOCK NOW
The leading Video game specialsts. Send for lsts (state make of game)
TELEGAMES, WIGSTON, LEICESTER, LES 1TE (0533-880445)
TITLES TO CHOOSE FROM

chargel So you could use it

owners,
You can place an ad of up to 30 words free of

or peripheral, launch a user group, publicise a
piec of software you've writen or seek help

p
‘One thing you CAN'T advertise is the sale or

o place an ad, just il in this appiication
form and sendit o us. Well then place the ad
inthe next available issue (published 2-7
weeks after we receive your order).

can be misused by software pirates.

[ ORDER FORM |

Such ads ice is ONLY available to private

individuals, not trade advertisers.

Please place this advertisement in the next available issue of Advanced Computer Entertainment

Send this form to: ] pene
ACE Small Ads |
Future Publishing Ltd Addese
4 Queen St, Bath
Avon BA1 1EJ pe
W Telephone

Write your advertisement here, one word per box. Include your name, address and phone no. if you want them printed
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CHRISTMAS
CRACKERS

Every so often, collec-
cnmsoe s mari e | LIONS OF classic or not-

i ] | i e i e :
- = = s ormin | so-classic games appear
R s | Ao :

ST hsS
e e U sk oo s on the High Street
to attract a k e soffy base Effectively n of the H H
| || oS e ey | a sk e s | SHEIVES, but at this time
B e | s e ]

fulprice reloase you oan add | the boxing. smuaton sakes | OF year, with Santa about

. | | B oot St | ety oy B /
o | | Ty o s o v | e hemmnins e | to start his annual round
odd turkey all jostle for space on | onship, each with their own par-

e s o e e | i s s vows | Of house-calls, the soft-

e e | L iy Vet ;
Bt e | e temeomer | Ware industry goes com-
ta's doubt h Wn - H H

hecasmmona | o oo s cveeng | pilation crazy. Graham

n
ad defeat and an access code is - .
g wnen allows o et Kidd sniffs out some
. fighter in line to be challenged. ¥
The Elte Collection | o s et | UNbeatable bargains...
- s o
cl6 £1495cs | lation
Cé4/128 £14.95 cs £19.95 dk. .
Spectrum £1495¢s Commando Airwolf
Amstrod £14.95 cs £19.95 dk Capcom provided the licence Assuming the role of Vietnam
e T w0 e e
A e e R i T
leads on coin-op conversions | sion of mayhem and destruc- | copter is to rescue five scientists.
e ook o e | e | SO e s
R e T e e B e T e
=1 e s he T || e L
bt | o e e
VOLUME | The enemy, quite naturally | the caves has to be shot out, ele-
‘ el | L TR
A Bombjack of heroism and a host of sodiers | always the rik of crashing into

A competent conversion of | ammed with single shot rfles, | the rock walls. A golden oidie
Tehkan's fivescreen platiorm | grenades, bazookas and mortars | this, dragged from the mists of | according to the figures pub-
romp that sets o caped crusader | queue up o put an end to your | time when Elfe was but a | lshed by Gallup - it proved
on the track of fizling bombs. | ambition. Fortunately your sub | fledgeling software house - stil | almost impossile fo disiodge
The action is farly saightfor- | machine gun never runs out of | stonds up as a shootem-up, not | from the Number One slot. Ped-

ward - sproing around each suc- | ammo and there are boxes of | least because mastering the con- | alling round suburbia as the 1ep-
cessive screen gathering up the | grenades Iying around the ter- | trols of the helicopter fakes a | resentative of the local 1ag, the
bombs, and gather them in the | rain to replenish your supplies. | while. i is 10 deliver papers to sub-
comect order for maximum | The going ges tougher the fur- scribers while avoiding pedestri
poinis. There's no depth of plot or | ther Info the game you get - | VOLUME Il ans and kamikaze vehicles.
involved scenario to bafle the | should keep killcrazy foystick Rather than place the newspa
brain, pattern-learning and skil | wielders happy until their trigger | Paperboy pers in letterboxes. you have to

ful control cre all you need. | fingers bleed. This years alltime chart hit | hul them - miss, and you run
‘Advanced Computer Entertainment 95
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the risk of breaking windows. At

indulging in a bit of torget prac.
fice. Annoy too many sub-
scribers and youte taken off the
round - build up the round and
the points pofential increases
Not Elfe’s best effort at convert-
ing from the arcades, but sales.
levels made it a clear winner
Ghosts 'n’ Goblins

A fair maiden is captured by an
‘evil demon, 0 the knight has no
choice - the demon horde and
the forces of the supematural
have to be ov

original and lofs of fun to play.
Need more be said?

Battleships
The game they dare not
relecsel All credit to Elfte

game
‘couldnt really stand up as
a full-price release. There's
nothing bortowed or blue
in The Elte Collection, and
this game slots in as the
new'. An interesting diversion,
but never likely to become a
cult classic.

Bombjack I

Better than the original. For
once, untrammelled by the con-
strictions of producing o faithful
version cf an arcade game, Elte
had some fun. The cru-
sader made famous by Tehkan
abandons bombs (too danger-
ous) and collects bags of gold
(more lucrative). Another plat-
fomm/collecting ~ game,  the
sequel boasts many more
screens and includes mutating
monsters that get smarter the
longer you dally. The lttle bad-
dies can be biffed, but that uses
up energy and when the hero
‘gets tired out he dies. Lots of fun.

Verdict: A good, solid collection
of games that offers plenty of
variety at a reasonable price.

Ten Great Games
Greiin

£9.99 cs £14.99 dk

£9.99 05 £14.99 dk

Not six of the best, but ten of the
best games launched into the
world over the last couple of
years by Gremlin Graphics. Well
nine then, and one from Vortex.
Picky, pick

Avenger

Gremlin's answer to scrollng-
shooting dungeon games like
Druid and. Gauntet sefs an ori-
ental hero on o quest to pene
trate the lair of an evi overlord
and rescue some scrolls. Inner
force and endurance e deplet-

ed by the aggressive minions
that try to thwart you as you
Kick and punch past them. A
limited  supply of deadly

uriken stars s avealable to hul
at the foe. Nothing outstanding
ly oniginal here, save the mov-
ing sections of floor, but stil
very playable dungeons deriva-
tive

Future Knight
A slick platiorms and. ladders
game set inside the hulk of @
ciashed spacectatt. The hero
scuries round attempting to kil
o avoid the beserk securtty
droids s he hunts for extia
weapons and keys and

the exit pass

the outsde worid. More spells
have to be collected in the Great
Outdoors before the imprisoned
maiden (he cause of all this

frantic activity) can be fieed. A
polished arcade adventure that
should challenge o range of
skils

Krakout

Breakout came back into fashion
T an asyetunex-
piained reason, and bells and.
‘whistles were added to the basic
concept by a host of software
houses. Gremin weren't going o
be left out and 50 offered up this
competent vaziation on the
theme. Playable and fun,
though crguably not the best of
the second breed of Breakouts,
but stil stands up well
‘peticularly on @ compilation.

Bounder
A maddeningly addictive plat:
dit-

ference - the players viewpoint.

- like airblowers to drive you
off course, impassable walls
that have to be bounced
around and_ extra-bounce
paving Airbome
hazads and volcanos make life
that litle bit more difficult

Addictive, frustrating and fun

Footballer of the Year

A sort of Footballopoly’ in which
your aim is to becorme, yes thats.
i, Footbaler of the Year. Strate-
gy is involved in deciding how
to apply your financial resources
and a spot of arcade skill comes
into play when you get to shoot
at the goalmouth. Gamble wise-
ly. play well and you could end
up as F.. yes, we've got the pic-
ture. An interesting, and poten-
tially very addictive game that
s playable even i you arent a
foothall fan.

Trailblazer
Woweel What a race game. Dis-
pensing with the usual souped

up bike or formula 1acing car,
you roll a ball along a che-
quered pathway that scrolls out
of space. Gaps in the pathway
must be negotiated if a time
pendity is o be aoided and
colourcoded sections of track
speed the ball up, slow it down
o confer extra jumping abilty
Desperately fast and furious,
quick reflexes and a good mem:
ory for the track are called for if
success s 1o be achieved. Great
fun on your own, more fun with
atrend

Highway Encounter
The only nonGremiin game in
this collection, chosen no doubt
on account of s masterly use of
3D. An alien mothership lurks at
one end of a long, dangerous

highway and the means to
destroy i, along with a team of

the road and destroy the alien
cratt. Only one droid at a time
can to shove the
weapon, and a host of aliens lies
in your path. Thought as well as
shooting action is involved, as
some patrolling aliens need to

xed in by shoving barrels
and boxes around the road.

Monty on the Run
The classic follow-up 1o the
game that I Gremlin.
The hero mole i out of cink but

pying. Full of sneaky twists and
ious puzzles, the game calls
for pixelperect positioning and




@ cool head. A dastardly dificult
platiorm-based arcade adven-
ture,

West Bank

Gameplay couldnt be much
simpler: a door opens to teveal a
goodie or a baddie. Shoot the
goodie and lose, shoot the bad-
die before he shoots you and
you win. Every now and then a
litle character apy

open doorway with either &
bomb or bags of money on his

pam your field of view actoss
the doors you have to defend,
press fre to shoot. Thats f, but
the game’ great fun to play.

Jack The Nipper
An adventure with
fauly todtional tind and

tiny villain, not yet out of nap-
pies, whose i in lfe is 10 be as.
naughty as possible. Chuckle at
the graphics, puze over the
fiendish riddles and find yourself
absorbed.

Vemlcl Essentialy, The Best of

a collection of
r!lpﬂ:llbl- games  that repre-
sents excellent value and offers a
wide mix of content and playing
styles. A well-rounded selection
that would form a good basis to a
software library being started
from scratch,

Live Ammo
Ocean
Amshad £99505£1495
C64/128 £9.95¢s £14.95
Spectum 29950

A 'specialist interest' compliation
this one - f you like your pixels
militaristic and served up with
plenty of opportuniti

dering the opposition, then Live

| diers and rescue your buddies

Ammo is the compilation for you.
Apparently W.H.Smith insisted
that the name be changed to

ive Action - we reckon it should
just be called Sick, Sick, Sick..

Amy Moves

We wil ight then from the jeep,
we wil fight them fiom the a.
we will ight them on foot. Such
might be the motto of the Secret
‘Operations Corps. You are one of
s el squad with o mission fo
tetrieve a set of plans locked
away in the enemys HQ that

Lies at the end of seven combat-
ridden levels of play. Blast the
baddies from the relative com:
fort of jeep while avoiding haz
ads in the 1oad, take to the air
in a chopper and then fight
through the jungle on foot. A dif-
ficult game to play - which can
lead to frustration o total addic-
tion

Rambo
A one-mission jaunt into the jun-
gle on the trail of some captured
‘comrades, this offers Comman:
dostyle play in a different multi-
directional - scrolling  scencrio,
Purists may prefer Commando to
this clone with Stallone, but
there's a fair bit of fun to be had
i Kiling gooks is y g,
including the opportunity to pilot
a helicopter laden with your
buddies (i you get that fam). On
the other hand, if kiling ‘gooks'
s your bag, then you probably
dont deserve any buddies any-
‘way. A lttle short on playabilty,
but fun for those with itchy fin-
gers.

Green Beret
Yet again ifs kil the enemy sol-

time, only its a horizontaly
scrolling killing field that you
have to traverse. Amed with a
knife and iron_determination,
three levels need 1o be negotiat-
ed before the mission ends, each
packed with running, jumping
fighting men - and a truckload
of soidiers was for you to amve
at the end of  level. Grenades
and flamethrowers can be col
lected by killing key opponents
but the extiax mspﬂwel only lasts
for a few blasts. Highly
playable, every bit as much fun

Top Gun

A particularly good fim
tiein ~ one that doesnt
bother tiying to mess
around with following the

Top Gun_tiedn),
graphics, with an abstract Tow
of dots for the horizon, are used
to display the view from the

Even more fun when you play

“With a friend.

The Great Escape

Yt another clasic tile from the
Denton Designs team, as much
of a movie as  game - ifs well
worth Just watching the action
for a whie before siarting to
play. Lie marches on in the
POW camp, whether you try fo
escape or not. Prisoners and
guands go about ther daly 1ot
tine, seemingly oblvious of your
intentions. Formulate . pian,
gather up the equipment and
y to make good an escape.
Fail, or be caught out of bounds
by the guards and ifs a spell
the cooler.

presentation.
not @ lot, which

BUYERS' GUIDEY

shed to borrow your thrils from
‘miltary conflict

Verdict: Four out-and-out combat
games rounded off by a spellas a
POW. Shooting to kill is the main
theme, althoughthere's some
opportunity 1o use the Grey Mat-
ter to advantage.

Magnificent Seven
o

Amshod  £9.95s £14.95 ck
C84/128  £9.95cs£14950k
Spectrum £995cs

Not seven, but eight games in
this action collection. Which
one's the ‘free’ game? Answers
please, on a postcard..

Head Over Heels

Jon Ritman provided the world
with Batman and then went on
to force even more convoluted

‘conundrums

onto the isometric
world of arcade adventuring
with this tale of two alien secret
agents teaming up to destioy

i forces of evil. Nothing terr-
bly remarkable or new in terms
of the presentation or style, but
what @ load of game it packs!
Witty sound and graphics com:
bine with the fiendish puzzies o
capture the attention of the most
‘avid arcade adventurer

Atkanoid
B o e

Games above), this
one. @ves you 33 frames of brick-
bashing ball-batting action. One
of the best examples of the
gene.

Ball
A first rate game on the Com:
modore from a new program:

FREE

Advanced Computer Entertainment 97




PBUYERS' GUIDE

ming partnership that lost out
somewhat in the transfer o the
280. A zany arcade adventure
that casts the player in the role

place and it is the task of the
Wizand, cided by his magic ball
‘and pussycat, to collect and mix
pigment and thus bring colour
back to the world. A charming,
offbeat scenarnio is enhanced by
the way the wiz has 1o interact
with his oat to get the task done.

Short Circuit
A fim tein that consists of an
3D arcade adventure section fol-
lowed by a chase and shoot
sequence over a scrolling land-
The cute robot, Number
Five, has to find security keys in
oder to escape from
fackory/oitice. complex, prete.
ably with some we
then avoid his makers as they
pursue him cross country. Great
fun on the Amstrad, a Litle flat
on the Spectrum and less fun stil
on the Commodore. Strange
how widely the three versions
differ in appeal

Cobra

Another Stallone-clone tie-n: the
battle action is agamst street
thugs, a damsel i in distress, the
backdrop  scrolls  horizontally
and is peppered with platiorms
Green Beret in a different guise -
and three different incamations,
almost. The well-playable Spec
trum version s full of humour
and added touches, while the
Amstrad version is a littie o0
easy and the Commedore Cobia
more of a slow-worm than a
snake

Frankie Goes

To Hollywood

A fue classic et z
new dimension to both tie-

and arcade adventures. Denton
Designs excelled themselves -
not a Frankie o be seen any.
in the game. Instead, the

character  wanders
round @ temace of ordinary sub-
uban  houses, - searching for
objects by touch and using them
to enter subgames. Love, sex

jame
5. which you have o sove @

murder

An essential part of
anyones software collection, if
only because its so different

Yie ArKung Fu
s version o this Konami
coinop hit went down better
than Way of the Exploding Fist
i some quarers. Eight oppo-
nens range themselves o
the humbie Oolong, defender of
right and fustice, bringing o

play their own personal
weapons and_fighting styles.

- if you can. Great fun for fight
freciks

Solid Gold

US Gold
£9.99 05 £19.99 ok
£9.99 05 £14.99 dk
£9.99 05 £19.99 ok

Amstrad
Cea/128
Spectrum

Ace of Aces

Remember Dambusiers? Well
this is crguably what Dam
busters shouid have been but
never qute was. Ensconced in
the cockpit of a Mosquito you
get to fly missions aganst Ger.
many, choosing whether o
intercept bombers or 1ockets or
‘perhaps going for a U Boat pen
or tran. Half fight simulator (no

game, this should keep pctenﬂm
Bigglesworths pleasantly
amused - you dont have to pore
over a huge manual and prac-
tice endlessly to start lying com:
petently.

Infiltrator

A veritable potpourri of
‘gamestyles is on offer in this mis-
sion to save the world from yet
another madman and  his
henchpersons. Pilot a helicopter
to the base in the fight-simula-
tion sequence, avoid, kill or stun
the guards in the madman's den

and search the buildings for
clues and vital information
Once the secret pians have
been photographed, fly back to
base and start all over again. A
secret agent game that audi-

Winter Games

An octet of icy action games
from Epyx. the sports simulation
speciaists. Ski, skate o take the
challenge of a cresta run in &

Epyx leaders in the field - as
much fun as Summer Games,
World Games and California
Games

Gauntiet

A hit conversion of a hit arcade

game. Piay solo or with a friend.
which of the four

ntrepid adventurers you wish to

take info the walled d

o of sxling dngeces,

Leaderboard

THE golf simulation Untl
Leaderboard ammved on  the
scene, golf was a game that
hadnt managed to fre the
imagination of game players -
you either had the purist simula-

playable and fun for all

ot mix of

mestyles assembled from the
ot parof US Gold's back cat.
alogue - a lot more user-friendly
on disk, however.
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10 Computer Hits 4
Beau Jolly
Amstrad £9.9505 £1395 dk
C84/128 £9.95 05 £13.95 ck.
Spectrum £995¢s

and entertain.

Deactivators

TEmae
and reassemble a com-

o g Do

Plenty of branpower is nesded

to solve this unusual game.

Sacred Armour of Antiriad
A becutifully presented plat-
formsand-mapping _ arcade
adventure. Collect up the com-

it and destroy the alien mother-
att that is terrorising your tribe.

Bride of Frankenstein
Gooff in search of Frankie's miss-
‘another

action is a litle quirky, but fun
nevertheless.

Uchi Mata

Probably the only judo simula-
tion 5o far attempted on comput-
er - and accuracy is the order of
the day. To begin with, play is
relatively easy, but serious
thought as well as serious prac-
tice 1s needed if you are to
progress to beating the more

skilled opponents. An outwardly
complicated game that offers
rewands i you persevere.

e Spectrum and Commodore
collections 'share’ three more
games:

Classic Snooker
A straightiorward pot-the-bals
baize production

Skate Rock
An unpolished but

playable

ing flags and avoiding hazards
on a series of rban courses.

Alleykat
A fastacton scrolling  tace
game from Céd cult program-
mer Andrew Braybrook

The Commodore collection s
rounded off with

Magic Madness
An unusual and appedaling sub-
teranean platiorm adventure.

Iridis Alpha

The excellent, fast and furious
Jeff Minter shoot em up that
includes subgames where you
can take a rest from the energy-
collecting  and  alienilling
which forms the core of the main
game.

Spectrum owners can thril to the
delights of tomb-exploration in
the 3D arcade adventure
Pyracurse or go on a it private
investigation al of their own with
Contact Sam Crui

Amstrad owners receive a differ-
ent set of five games along with
the five common tiles:

riaxos
Sefs you in a faly traditional 3D
isometric adventure soenario on

race. The pace of the game s
litle siow and the puzzies less
han mind-twisting, but there's
enough to keep you busy during
‘arainy aftemoon.

City Slicker
Off you go in pursuit of the

mb, following a faly
traditional  arcade
adventure format set in

A e

doesnt
impress i e graph-
cs but sefs quite a tricky
task involving the rescue:
ot five captives.

Elekfraglide
Atace game wih a iference
You race against tme on a setof
abstract courses, hindered by
spheres, cubes and bolts of ener-
gy copped from the skies. Differ-
ent, but a bitdodigy.

Revolution
A tortuously tricky maze puzzle

‘make up a hostie 3D landscape,
deactivating two cubes on each
level. In control of a bouncing
ball, the aim s 1o avoid falling
into a bottorless chasm, escape
the clutches of a vaiety of
abstract but mobile aliens and
touch first one cube and then
the other within a rapidly dimin-
ishing time limit. Tricky stuff
indeed.

Verdict: A fairly random selection
of games presented here, some
classics mixed in with some
mediocre or less successful
titles. Nevertheless, good value

for money and a reasonable mix
‘' match of gamestyl

d Match

Amstiad  £12.95 s £17.95 0k
C84/128  £1295cs£17.950k
Spectrum 129505

nty two sporting events in

Eight games are common to al
formats. Banry Mc
Guigan's World Champlonship

which sefs you on the
quest 1o beat Bany himself an
offrs the opportunity 1o set up

each bout in the lead up 1o the
challenge fight, Jonah Barring-
fon's Squash; the ciassic Coin-op
joystick waggler Hypersports
six events, Ping Pong.
agam from the arcades: Daley
‘Thompson's -
ockiten rethes them
decathlon; and Super Soccer
Commonors. Swnacs found
off their work out with Snooker
and tennis in t, while
Spectrum and Amstrad athletes
take a gentle barroom break
with Pool before going their sep-
ate ways onto the tennis
‘courts, wih Konarnis Teanis and
Matchpoint resgectively.

Game Set and Match offers
positive 0igy of muscle-wrench-
ing athletic action and represents
stupendous value to anyone who
prefers to work up a sweat in
front of the TV rather than out
there on the field or in the court.
“This is the only specialst, theme
‘compilation on offer this Christ-
mas and forms an_essentia,
90od value purchase i
imulations are your mainstay.
Just about all the games on offer
are high quality and were very
‘well received on their first outing,
but some of them do go back
ather a long way.
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rFEATURE REVIEW

'UNIVERSAL
- _MILTARY
- SUCCESS?

| UMS = one o @ sma number of pro
grams released during 1987 that
show the true promise of 16-bit computing -
the use of increased processor power o alter
radically the games we play and the chal
lenge they present. Lords of Midnight, from
Beyond, introduced Landscaping and, by
oftering a window onto the world of Mid-
night, tempted many players who might
otherwise have been put off by its ‘strategy’
associations. In a similar fashion, UMS puts
more detail, more features, and more scope
into the wargamers hands than ever before,
and does 5o with a style that could well
‘open up the market to thase previously unin
terested.
Ther

are five pre-set scencrios (with fur-
ther scenarios to be made available in

R

e
e

5

future). These range from Arbela in 331BC to
Gettysburg (1863). Whether you play one of
these or one of your own the program first
enters the Run Simulation

5
g
gﬁ
§

puter can play one, both or none of the
forces involved and can also be forced by
the player to make tactical decisions.

Once the desired strategy has been

stances and from
various angles, but always from slightly
above. Forces are shown on the map as
markers pointing fo a comer of a grid
| square, each marker indicating the type or
| commander of the unit

T, EPRE I i Loy WO )

Up to eight orders may be issued to any
unit at the start of a simulation phase cnd
these are processed by the computer with a
pause between each of the eight stages, at
‘which point you can check whats going on

When the Issue Commands pha
detal of the unit's immediate surroundings. Ciicki
tin the unit being
have the unit attacking, def
“The time segments

is operative,

|
eight time segments, the computer will s
ule’ (which avoids piing units up on the

the remaining forces and casualty lev

During the tatte, movement arows

10 50 each unifs marer (1 pos-
o) o this distance,

To ad te player whe it comes 1o
Issuing rdes, in Automai zoom s

sors i h b ight corerand can
asabe logged o or

< 23
PR30 0%

| S
BE.2520525

S

Rainbird's Universal Mili-
tary Simulator is designed
to simulate a conflict
between two forces on a
user defineable terrain that
can be viewed in three
dimensions from any one of
eight directions. The pro-
gramme takes full advan-
tage of the ST's GEM
display and heralds a new
era in 16-bit computer
wargaming.

Many considerations are taken into account
| by the program including morale, temran,
and efficiency. Once a simulation phase has
been entered you camnot change your mind
about the orders given, which i perhaps a

the computer can be made to
ing on one of the compa

n for the first of ts eight

m i 1o show the
ne lft hand box
ments. Options
of the simulati
mputer will run 10 minute seg
close enough to fight, the computer
ore moving onto the next phase. After
ange the unis o conform to the ‘No stacking
il then display a table showing th

it
et
e e
P20z :i.wg;#«?uﬁ:
Ve




FEATURE REVIEW "

Panel of Experts

Have you ever wondered how Napoleon would have fared against the Great on the batle
at Getlysburg? Well even if you h UMS gives the player the chance to create batties
s of almost any size from absolutely any time.period on a terrain designed entrely by

oes give a war

n realy
xperiment with an infinte number of ‘what ifs

esign the terain and the forces - and then put th

imagination when it comes to creating scen

senting both interor loc: s well

Creating a
om to

as land

weak point but mirors to a certain extent

scenario
ther. The pays

Using the Atomatc 00m, e player

hing on the same_ batield

though ottt once,

Exchunt
in o untl i

e
fengn
cono

rom ach force i delwith
I h unts have boen

o he time segmentsand o'l

i what

er s imited only by his own
and the manual shows examples of terrans repre-
dscapes

We called in the local experts to pass
judgement on UMS. Chris Brann, from the
Bath Wargaming Group, together with Gar-

Display

Afhough niilly impressive, mermbers found
the displays of the larger scenarios (e
Wateroo) conlusing, despie the numerous
Zoom options. This, combined with the diffi-
culty of including rivers in the terrain, led to

cover very large toritories. “The program's
going 1o be great fo anything pre-20th centu-
1y because the battefields ikely 1o be small-
er. Bt take something e Batte of the Buige
with a huge playing area and you could find
things geting very complex.

Features
Some sort of randomising factor should be
included, afecting the response time of cor-

the imevocable nature of commands given Universal Military Simulator i ks, for example, 50 1hat the nelkbiig
In real warfore. Battles o be saved to cisk Rainbird Software
S e e aspect o wargarming coud be emphasised. A
o e e Aot ST £2495 WAMNENT further opion suggested was the abilty fo
it Ihe kel oo, 1BM PC IMMINENT | | | designate parts of your own army as comput.
SR P . Macintosh JAN 88 er controlled, thereby simulating the action of
but 1 epays coretl study. Tho nsructons | | MOSH . oo

ae sightly too concise, simply beoause
there's 50 much to cover, but anyone with an
inferest in setting up fantasy, theoretical, or
actual conflict simulations will find it invalu-
able. Its also worth

mentoning that Rain
bird will consider mar
keting scenarios createc
by users, in much the
same way as Incentive
market graphic adven
tures created by thes
GAC utilty.

Zsaming i - making accal dci-
sions can b hefped by vewig the
forces fom close range and from
any anges

I addion the positon of the comman-
der-n-chief couid be shown, with perhaps a
viewpoint of the battlefield from his/her loca-

acton is hidden from those who are directing
it

Everyone was very enthusiastc about
UMS, despie the suggesiions made above. |
can think of some tremendous scenarios you
could program on it, enthused Garrett Moor-
house, and members were particularly excited
by the abily to iank out the opposing amy,
making it invisibl to the player. That feature

iakes the program ideal for guerila warlare
simulations, with irregular 100ps and limited
inteligence on their location.” Chris pointed
out
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TRICKS 'N* TACTICS‘

There's a real Christmas
hamper this month, full of
succulent tips, pokes and
maps on all those games
you want to beat. We
bring you indestructibili-
ty on Amiga Goldrunner,
infinite naughtyness on
Jack the Nipper 2, infi-
nite lives on Re-Bounder,
and much, much more.

25
7
=

C64 version

=

3 \.\ with frustration
SN ataways -
AN inglowontue

o
o

3
3

sively using up the ord-
nance mounted on exter-
nal pods, appears to
make no diference to the
fuel bum? Well,now a solu
tion to having to constantly
return to base for fuel is at

mum
speed for threat

1esponse.
‘This has the additional advan:
tage of enabling the pilot to more effectively

>
decoy heatseeking missiles. 1 the atterbum-
s are engaged and  heatsesker § closing
ip h on the arcraft the tactic to follow is; wait
centage o i he pilot has select. | unti the missile is within 5 mies, disengage

-

Engine pawer s rated by turbine ed amd the amount the fuel decrements - this | Giterbumers and simultaneously release a
pms m/n"psmm e basis. This come- | relationship i as follows: decoy flote. Tatke immedite evasive action.
- sponds o kgybomdusiollows e, shap tum, and the F-15 will always
s Keyboard 1 2 3 4 567 8 90 | escape: the heatseeking SAM. will lose the
¥273 4 5 6 7 8 0 extiemely intense heat signature of the
lbsfuel 4 5 6 7 89 1011123 | exhaust on afterbumers when the much
0% 65% T0% B0% 85% 90% 95% 100%S5% cooler signature of 55% thrust s selected and
follow the lare instecd.
So, if the pilot i running ot 75% rpmss for | And, with this tp, you can usually always
Afterbumers can be engaged by pressing | example, the fuel status display will be | Cfford to fly with afterbumers engaged!
the 'A’ on the keybord: this s quoted as | going down in leaps of 7 Ibs at a time. But if ;
increasing the fuel consumption at a rate of | 55% rpm thrust is selected and then the after- | WARREN CANN,
‘about 60% higher than ot the 100% rpm. | bumers engaged the aircratts speed increcs- | Eaist Finchley. %
level s but the fuel burn rate rematns at 3 pounds! é o
At the bottom centre of the screen cockpit The pilot now has the range and
Iayout s the fuel stafus display. This reads a5 | endurance to do a great decl more damage ¢
pounds of fuel rematning and is consintly. | o the enemy. Ho can fy ol Mach Pls 7,
reeling downwards. Ceneful observatio speeds on toute to targes or fight at an opt £
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FrRICKS 'N' TACTICS

SUPER SPRINT

Make sure you always
qualify on the Spectrum
with this poke

1 REM Super Sprint poke
2REM (c) J Humes '87

'SUPER PRINT TAPE"
15 LOAD ""CODE 65088
20 POKE 65108, 194
25 POKE 65092,37
30 FOR F=65400 TO 65413

a: POKE Fia: Next F
50 DATA 62,201,50,206, 192,195
60 DATA 0, 154,205,64,254, 195
70 DATA 44,255
100 RANDOMIZE USR 65408

JERMAINE HUMES, Enfield

NINTENDO

THE FIRST CHEAT?

RICHARD ELTON,
Stoke-on Trent

MYSTERY OF
THE NILE

Mysterious passwords on
the C64

Level 1 HD576172V
Lovel 2 HES76171V.
Lovel 3 HFS76170V.

MITCH POMFRET,
Stockport.

110 Advanced Computer Enerainment

PLEXAR
| Spectrum

| Certain squares olack

bounces you the of

BEN SINCLAIR, Farnham

INDIANA JONES -

PART 1

WHIP POLI

Jefferson Thomas has provided a map of the first part of
Indy Jones, showing the positions of the captive
children, the snakes and the whip poles

CAPTIVE CHILDRENE 8,




TRICKS 'N* TI\CTICS1

l GOLDRUNNER | MISSION
Amiga indestructibility GENOCIDE

Choose r level on the
trad

MAX HARROWER,
St. Austell

!

[T AT

z -




rTRICI(S ‘N' TACTICS

Spectrum Jack the Nipper
2 Plus the chance to

keys.

10 REM JACK THE NIPPER 2

60 POKE 43251, 0: REM (INFINITE

LIVES)
70 LET A=50 LET B=247
80 LET C=71

90 REM LINES 110 - 150:-INVINCIBILITY
100 REM LINES 160 - 220 - CHANGE

110 POKE 41222, A:POKE 41229,A
120 POKE 41297, A:POKE 41330,A
130 POKE 41444,A: POKE 41576, A
140 POKE 41696,A:POKE 41763, A
150 POKE 41797, A; POKE 42314

160 POKE39820, B;POKE 34372,8
170 POKE. Auu.c.PoKE 49911,C
180 POKE 49897,

190 POKE 49891, 251

Infinite lives on the Spectrum

1 REM ACE Dec '87
4 CLEAR 49151

5 LET T=0: LET W=0.

10 FOR F=47872 TO 48000

15 READ A: POKE F.A

20 LET T =T+A'W: LET WaW+1
30 NEXT F.

DATA": STOP
40 PRINT AT 10,3; "START RENEGADE
TAPE"

45 LOAD ™ CODE

50 RANDOMIZE USR 47872

100 DATA 221,33,111,187,6,6,197

110 DATA 221,110,0,221,102,1

120 DATA 221,78,26,0,17,0,125

130 DATA 237,176,2356,54,201,30

Infinite lives on the C64

Type tin the poke, save i then Ioad the game.

14164: READ A: POICEF ANEXTF
405YS 14080

50 DATA 32,44,
247,32,108.245.169,19,141

112 Advanced Computer Entertainment

change those ‘orrid control

35 IF T<> 922903 THEN PRINT "ERROR IN

INFINITE NAUGHTYNESS!

Infinite Naughtyness on the

230 RANDOMIZE USR 34240

‘This results in the new control keys
ing:

Qup
A-Down
Oleft
P-right
MHire

it
3-Music (on/off)

1 you were happy
the old keys then simply.
leave out lines 160 - 220

CHRIS wn.|>.
idha

140 DATA 150,205,0,125,221,35
150 DATA 221,35,221,35,193,16
160 DATA 222,33,103,236,17,0
170 DATA 252,1,0,4,237,176,175.
180 DATA 50,115,255,33,80,187
190 DATA 17,23,255,1,3,0,237
200 DATA 176,33,83,187,17,0
210 DATA 93,1,50,0,237,176

220 DATA 195,244,254,205,0
230 DATA 93,62,195,50,76,255
240 DATA 33,12,93,34,77.255
250 DATA 201,253,33,58,92.62
260 DATA 36,50,87,160,49,79
270 DATA 93,251,195,203,92
280 DATA 197,228,16,213,228,24
290 DATA 19,229,12,31,229,14
300 DATA 45,229,25,81,229,11

MARC DONNELLY, Goole.

RE-BOUNDER

60 DATA 134,9,169.55,141,135,9, 76,16
70 DATA 8,169.76,141,45,1,169.37,141
80 DATA 46,1,169.76,141,47,1,76,0,1,169
90 DATA 49,32,63,1,162.0,189,58,55,157
100 DATA 0.4,232,224,32,208,245,76,0
110 DATA 4,169.51.32,63,1,169.52,32
120 DATA
63,1,169,234,141,36,145,141,37

130 DATA
145,141,38,145,76,16,128,0,0,0

MR R GADD,
Cheltenham

GRAND PRIX
SIMULATOR

Cheat for the Amstrad

On the Title Screen, Type in TRACK then
the letter of the track you wish to start
on.

JASON YATES, Birmingham

LAZER FORCE

Choosing levels on the C64
‘When Lazer Force has locded, switch o the.

the keys 1 and 2 simulianeously.
now be put straight on 10.a high level with 6
lives. This will not work, however, unti the
program demonstrates a level higher than
level 3.

PAUL LAMARQUE,
Birmingham.

STAR PAWS
Unlimited food on the C64

3 For | = 10497 to 10526 :READ A!
POKE, |,A :C=C+A Next |

4 For 519 :Read A :Poke |.A
C=C+A NEXT I:IF C=3988 THEN SYS
10505

5 PRINT "ERROR IN DATAII"

6 DATA169.2,141 5, 84,
76,1,82,198, 157,169,0,162,1,168,
32,186,255, 32, 189, 255, 32

213,255,78,215,8,76,32,8,169,96,1
41,186,23,76,0,16.

R.MANOJ, W Finchiey.

CLEAN UP
SERVICE...

C64 - infinite lives

Enter and RUN this listng or infnie ives for both
players.

1 FOR B=558 TO 584 READ A POKE B A:
NEXT: POKE 157,128: SYS 558
2DATA 169, 59,141,40,3.169.2,141
41,3,32.86.245

3DATA 169,31, 141, 207,196,169,
250, 141,76,68,68

185, 141

YHE MAS‘IER HACKER,
Cly:



TRICKS 'N* TACTICS1

X | GAUNTLET QUEDEX
) ST~ infinite health Cod
Load ST basic, then type in and save the listng. Insert your Gauntet disk A with wite-protect off and | Enter and run this lsting for infinte units (when

type RUN. Folow the on-screen prompts from then on. collecting bonus, press fire to access the bonus
screen)

1 FOR B=528 TO 554: READ A: POKE BA
NEXT: POKE 157,128: SYS 528

2DATA 169.29,141.40, 3,169.2,141 41
3.32,86.245

3169, 3,141, 206,196,169.181, 141,
96.46,76,235.2

THE MASTER HACKER,
Ciwyd.

ANARCHY
Co4

Knock out the sprite to sprite colision detection
with this iitte routine. Enter and RUN the listing
before LOADING the game.

1FORB=379 TO 390: READ A: POKE B A
NEXT: POKE 157,128: SYS 379

2DATA 32,86, 245,169,1
41,

202,32,76,162,124

THE
MASTER
HACKER,
1A Ciwyd.
]
P N S55099)1h
S0 o an
| 510 prine-Error in DATA®:end
3 HOT TIPS... HOT PRIZES!
y ol the Trcks ' y Tom, Dick o Hary, butfo
by providng a tp, a map helped
others to ever reater achievements.
This month Jefferson Thomas icks up Bobsleigh, Deflektor, Driler, Dark Scop Phantom Gl nd Nebutus s i Soci, Wry?
Because i cansJones map 0 1pfre o, s why. , Max Harrower
gets Leviathan fo his Amiga, Chris Shaw wins Driller, R. G Spect
S0 whatare you waiing for? ¥ restof us.
| The address o send your masteworks o is
|
| TRICKS N TACTICS
4, QUEEN STREET
A BATH
BA11ES
¥ address and.
Wanted
: a0 orpoe?
I Nebulus, Bobsleigh, Drller, Buggy Boy.
Arcades
op tp . Ver tips. Where are you? Dont
| myou Xenophobe?
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The leading North West
ATARI specialist ATARI Dealer

33 Ormskirs Road "
ADBROKE  Tei: (6772) 35474 ( ooy A
OMPUTING !

INTERNATIONAL

(0772) 203‘65 (5 lines)
BuvBoard (0772) 21474
6pm to 9

ATARI

This Company has given years of full support to ATARI users Countrywide from their retail shop
premises at Ormskirk Road, Preston. Now from their NEW Mail Order Depot they can offer the same

Excellent service to all Mail Order Customers.

All Software and Hardware is fully tested prior to selling. This ensures Customers receive working items
so that returned goods, and all the attendant frustration are a thing of the past. All Hardware is
supported by our own ‘ON SITE engineers, therefore quick turn round on all repairs is Guaranteed.

Al prices quoted are fully VAT inc. and there are nG ‘hidden extras’, what you see is what you get.

Prices include delivery. Phone for latest Prices/Releases.

520STM Packages. PHONE

1040STF+Mouse

+Softwr.
1040STF+Mouse
+Hi-Res Mon

+Softwr...
1040STF+Mouse
+Colour Mon

Softwi S

1Meg Upgrades are available for the

520STM. These are our own design
and are very simple to fit,

Using the same board, all ST's can be
Upgraded to 2mg or 4mg. So no need
T o E20 i Unrade o't

using our

1Meg Upgrade (STFM
1Meg Uparade (All ST+ Board 615000

Uparade Boa

2.5Meg Upgvade +Board PHONE

4Meg Upgrade +Board. PHONE
If any of the above Upgrades are
urchased with Hardware then deduct

£5 from total.

i)
(8¢ |

3% DS
o/D

5% D/S
D/D 46TPI

isks
10 D.sku?lzmc

£17.50
100 Disks 2o £150.00
500 Disks +Cases .£650.00

All Disks are covered by an
unconditional lifetime guarantee.

=
(8¢ |

We also stock a full range of quality
P/D ST Software at £3.99 per Disk
Send SAE for catalogue.

Our ATARI trained engineers will
repair all Hardware in minimum time

mpetitive rates. Please ring for a
quotation. All repairs carry a 90 day
warrant

NEWLY IMPORTED
Imager. Easily fixed to your printer
it will digitise anything placed in the
printer and save to Disk to be used
with Dega, Elite etc. RRP £99.99,

All Hard Disks come with Utilities to

All Printers, Disk Drives etc supplied
with cables etc. NO HIDDEN EXTRAS

520STFM+Mouse

+Softwr. -..£285.00
520STFM+Mouse

+Softwr

+1Meg Upgrade..........£350.00
520STFM Mega Pack
520STFM+Mouse

+1Meg Upgrade

+1Meg 2nd Drive.......£485.00
Equal to 1040STF+%Meg Drive
# v

For Med Res Col Mon add.
For High Res Mono Mon add.

All Hardware is covered for 12 months
by our service dept. and is tested
prior to delivery to assure satisfaction.

E-

/e have a complete range of Software
in stock and fully tested.
We also stock a full range of ATARI
8Bit Hardware and Software including
the new XE range. Please ring for prices

PERIPHERALS
Triangle 1mg D/Drive .

cure the 40 Folder problem + Backup Triangle 2<1m
lities, F: Mega ST 0 Draw Grzphu: Tab

Utilities, Fast Read Write etc. e apidths i o

PC Clones PHONE | Kl Drives come complete with Software
PRINTERS

Dot Matrix DUST COVERS HARD DRIVES

Star NL10 399 | Atari 20m:

NL10 Monit £499 | Trangle 20mg Hard Disk

National Panasonic.. Disk Drives £2.99 | Supra 20mg

MP165 .. Print £7.99 | 30Meg (Cumana)

MP135
LX86 Tractor Feed
LX86 Sheetfeeder .
LQ800 24pin DM

IF IT'S AVAILABLE we have it!
Send SAE for full catalogue.

All Others.

All Dedicated books and mags in stock

9
40Meg (Triangle)

Any Software problems? Queries?
give us a ring we usually have the
answer

70 ORDER Simply send, or phone your order stating FuII Name. Address,
Access Nos, Cheq:

Visa or

r Money order. Make payal

e to_Ladbrol
o

Computing International, 33, Ormekirk Rosd, Preston, e R

FOR MORE INFO CALL ON THE
ABOVE NUMBERS OR SEND
AND STATE FULL REOUIREMENTS




ATARI

85.00

50.00

39,00
29.00
onths.

tion.

A bumper set of tips on
Spy Hunter wins WILL
DOWNING of Daventry
this monlh 's arcade tip
prize; if you think you can
come up with anything as
good, get it down on
paper and send

Now!

SPY HUNTER

‘The roads features are random, without

il length.
Mo e e i o] sk oo Ot
camiageway.

Territories:
1 Bright green - sharp curves just before
‘boathou

it catch up and overtake. When the road
expands, move over to the left verge (the
van willfollow) and accelerate inside. Your
scoring continues while travelling in the
van, 50 this means an easy 500700 extra
points (not to mention your weapons
fopped up)

3. Use oflsick sparingly: one quick squirt is
enough to send an enemy agent sliding out
of control,

4. Only shoot misslles when the helicopter is
about 1o drop @ bomb. Shot enemy agents
come fo.a dead stop, 5o be ready to swerve
s you shoot.
swndnﬂndeswmnmspwulmdaﬂﬂlv

Sometimes, the

thing explodes on contact with the Switch-
blade spikes, and it loses the spikes on the
‘used'side.

6. The Mad Bomber destroys whatever he

hits and, on the water

7. Barrel Dumpers scil straight into each

others barrels

8. Weapons Vans are impervious to all

enemy weapons - but vulnerable to yours,

50 don shoot or slick them.

9. On the water, your steering s s loose as

on icy roads, Sal slowly, beccuse Bartel
ba

2 Yellow - sharp curve between bridges,
short dual oamageway

3 Grey - mostly straight and. wide, long
aual,

camiageway.
4 Bow - shap cures betas and atec
bridge, short

rels when directly in your
path and Doctor Torpedo can only fre if
some distance behind you. It also shoots
‘backwands 50, #f you have no fiery oilslick,
siow down and let it overtake, then shoot it
quickly. No more than two enemy boats
will menace you at the same time, except
‘when you first oin the river (as many as

5 Dull green - snmtha‘ndwlds long dual
camiageway.

T 1 |
IR A/ c RS 3
142 VA 3 a
= SEaE 1 a
4 e 1 1
rs A 2 &
e

“Take'left carageway.
TS carriageway

A OII Sllck
Smoke Screen

undergoes an instant. thaw
back to green - with sate

roads.
11. Watch out for civilion
vehicles in front of the van; it
will swerve to avoid them,
which may cause you to

Tips

L, at the end of the timer countdown, you
have i eny it Yo
ing any cars or destroying any civilian
vehicles, you will probably eam two extra
1

ives.
2. While driving down a dual
press the WEAPONS VAN (if still ity and let

crash.

12. Bugs - when your.

mau«exmevm(mmsmmhma
ht forward

stretch of road (but dont forget to siow back
‘down againl) No points are scored for trav-

TRICKS ‘N’ TACTICSY

shofs cre fatal). Watch out for the road curv-
R RS T
Eakane e

Tejoining the
13 llthehs\xmptsrbcmbsvwwhﬂednv-

and
Doctor Torpedo, thus making things a little
easier for you

14. When in a bright green teritory (see
table), keep well in front of the weapons

That should be the last you see of it - and
Doctor Torpedo.

ROAD
BLASTER

The green and red bubbles cre extra

2. When you reach the firstlot of mines stay
in the middle lame.

es your multiplier by one every time. Once
this reaches fen you will get more score,
which will eventually increase your fuel
Teserve.

4. Purple cars are indestructible.

5. To catch the special weapon, wat till the.
jet fies over. Move over fo the middle lane-
‘and this will guarantee a special weapon,
6. When you catch the nitrous oxide bumer
donot use it straight away.

7.The ‘weapons are limited. You get
‘about 50 rounds of UZ cannon, three nitrous

8. 1 you have tanks at the side of the road,
stay in the lane you cre in and you will not
e blown to oblivion.

Darren Winn, Exeter
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CALLIT A SEQUEL...
AND YOU'LL LAND UP FLAT ON YOUR BACK.

‘Commodore Screens

They called International Karate the best beat-em-up so far. And who are we to argue?
But Archer Maclean has come up with a stunner: A Third Fighter.
Amazing animated background. New moves. Re-mixed music.
And Balls!

and Disk (£12.99). for Spectrum and

Mail Order: Activision (UK) Ltd, Units 3 & 4 Lioyds Close, FR. Tel: (0933) 76768
‘Access, Vi






To order and receive up to date list of available stock
please send cheque/postal order
payable toSoftware Supersavers.
Please be careful to quote your full name and address,
the make and model of your computer, and your selection
in block capitals to avoid any errors.

P&Pinc UK £1.00 per tape overseas

/ Acces/Visa  NO:

102 HIGH ST, BRENTWOOD,
ESSEX.CM14 4AP
TEL: 0277 261908

Software available for all other machines. Please write for lsts.
NB These offers are available by mail order only and the prices
shown in this advertisement supercede all previous offers.
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102 HIGH ST, BRENTWOOD ESSEX CM14 4AP
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keyboard, so there.
mpact, poweriul an tysh i Aart S¥

3 transorTnor 6 ate Bulk-n o the
extornal boxes. You couldn't wish for a more cor

....-.n""’“'.....m_,

DEDICATED SERVICING - Qnly From Silic:
1 S s s s S mm..m_...._.:
e e m...mm...m.m.n,.....mg

250 =8:
E5Ebas

aBiss!

e s
o
e S

T Tt 5 1ot 350w o
-Yu:n_.:m;_—- s s i oy S
i v el S PO B P o -

o et R L, s
s e

SIDCUP (8. Mail Order) 01-309 1111
The Mews, Haiherley Road, Sidcup, Kent, DAT4 4DX.

1-580 4839

mnnon o
Lion House (ist floor), 237 Tottenham Court Ad, London, WiP OFX.

01-629 1234 ext 3914
Seliriages (1st loor), Oxtord Stioet, London, W

y stabished n he UK. ro titls already

vaabl for 8 wid vty of pplic he s is growing al the ime. And hats not
ou by Your new S20ET-FM (or any Al T computenrom Sica Shep, you wi
ro.inciuding s 'S FREE Silca ST St ONLY

ILIcAuclbv\nni 341000 why Yo Sh b0y Yout e Hh oo, Jow arics

1AL
ATARI 520ST-FM Ngw ONLY £260 (EVAT: Z‘EJQ)

S20ST.FM with $12K RAM & mono monor £309 (nc RAM £100 1

PLEASE SEND ME FREE LITERATURE ON THE ATARI ST

MoMrs/Ms: Initials: ‘Sumame:
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GAME SET and
MATCH:*

Ocean
A massive complation of 10
complete sports games ~ including
Konami's HyperSports, Ping Pong
and Tennis, Daley Thompson's
Super-Test, World Series Baseball,
Pool, Championship Basketball
Barry McGuigan's Boxing, Super

r and more. Incredible value!

Voien P ACEpe Odwcote
‘Specirum cass... 1295 995 A120SC
CBM 64 cass...1295 9.95 A1200C
Coled dek...1795 1398 AT20CD

295 995 A120AC
Amevad g 1795 1398 ATZOAD

WIZBALL

Ocean

Use the combined powers of the
bouncing Wizball and Cataball to
collect magic water drops. Original
and a

Vesen P MCEpies Orrcote
Spectum cass....7.95 625 A109SC
CBM 64 cass......895 695 A109CC

Ametad ask.....14.5 11.95 AI0SAD

TOP GUN

Ocean
You've seen the movie, now plan
your own dogfights. One and two-
player action.

Y

WP MEpia Ot
Spectrum cass....7.95 625 A114SC
Amstrad cass... 895 695 Al14AC
Amsiad gk 1495 1195 A14AD

M compatibe.19.95 15.95 A114PC
R ST G105 1508 A1nasy

LWmsry,
wopg
% angs

EPYX EPICS

US Gold/Epy)

Collection of four stunning classics:

Summer Games, Impossible

Mission, Breakdance, Pitstop Il
ion B ACEpir rbrcote

CBM 64 cass......999 795 A105CC

CBM 64 disk..14.99 1195 A10500

GARY LINEKER'S
SUPERSTAR
SOCCER*

Gremlin

Blockbuster title combining football
management skills with exciting
action.

1659 1508 AizioT

-
o

TAIPAN
Acvanced satogy gams based on
the James Clavell n

Voson

m levin oo
poctrum cass. .25 A113SC
R STagn 095 1898 ATISST

BALANCE OF
POWER

Mirrorsoft
A demanding game of strategy.

KEpra Onrcote
Alar ST disk......28.95 24.95 AT17ST
Amiga disk ... 29.95 24.95 A117AM

STRIKE FORCE
HARRIER

Al action flight simulator and shoot-

P ACEpe
095 795
995 795
1495 11.95
995 7.

1495 11,95
2495 1995 A115ST

SOLID GOLD- W
us us

A collection of five fantastic tiles: | Eig
Infilrator, Leaderboard, Gauntlet,  roll
Ace of Aces and Winter Games. | slai
Hours and hoursof entertanment, Ju™
Ve

Spacium cass. 950 758, ASSRE
0% Ta maca
CBM 64 disk.__14.99 11.95 A1220) CB}
Amstrad cass.....9.99 7.95 A122A0 Am:
Amstrad disk ... 19.99 1595  A122AL A

an

MASK 1BM

miin
Addicive gameplay based on the |

cartoon. :
Ve

ao M
Sty cass... 799 835 ATOTS
CBM 64 cass. 795 A101CE o
CoMesder 1499 1195 Aot P
Amsirad cass N
Arad o745 118 Aot A

XOR

Ingenious maze game, packed wit wit
mind-bending puzzles. Original aré vese
very compulsive. Ace Rated 927. | oe

Ve CEpia O
el S ns mm cak

Amstrad cass.......9.95 At1gH 1B
Amstrad disk.._...1495 11.95 mm o

GAME OVER |

Imagine |

Exciting shoot-em-up featuring |
huge, evil guardians at the end of
each level,

Ve P ACEper Orcd

Spectrum cass.....795 625 A1108
895 695 Alf

64 disk......12.95 1095 A1100
Amsrad cass....895 695 Afl
Amsirad disk......14.95 11.95 A11

SOLOMON'S KEY
US Gold
Wizard coin-op game packed wit
puzzlos and invoion
P CEpin Odt
Spodmm.use 899 695 AIOAS
999 795 A1O
CoM oaen, 1499 1198 AToRd
Amstrad cass...0.99 795 A10M
Amsirad disk. .. 1499 11.95 A10#



MR |

WORLD GAMES

US Gold/Epyx
fctiles:  Eght great sports: cf
Sauntet, fling, bul fighting, weng

ames.

tanment.

ing \Dg

ting
Salom skiing, sumo wroeting, barrel
gmping and caber tossng|

e Ot ot
2 N30 e cass
5 A1220 ss
5 A122CD CBM 64 disk
5 A1Z2AC imsirad cass 9.9 7.95 A10BAC

848
e

5 A122AD fmstrad disk. 1499 11.95 A10BAD
i ST disk 2499 19.95 A108ST
Aniga dis 2499 19.95 A108AM

a disk.
8M compatible. 24.99 19.95 A108PC

don the

a Ot Mirrorsoft
S MOTSC Strategic Defence Initiative: action
slus strategy.
WP AcEpie Ocwcote
1AD \ar STdisk..... 2995 2495 AT1GST
 MoiAS imiga disk.... 29,95 2495 AT16AM

DEFENDER OF THE
ROWN

Mirrorsoft/Mind
Sirategy and combat backed by
Faphis you would ot blieve!

oM 4 dk... 1095 1108, AyseD
Amiga disk.. 29,95 2495 A106AM

ARKANOID

Ocean
fealy enjoyatle Breakou clone

ot with i 32 o

ginal and P ACEpin Ourcot

927. fwmmcass 785 6

&
8

y o 6.
 NTioaC oM o4 ok 1295 1098 A11200
 A119CC Amstrad cass ._...8.95 6.

 A119GD Amsirad disk. ... 14.95 11.95
| A119AC BM compatibie...18.95 15.95 A112PC
| AT1SAD Aari ST disk ... 19.95 15,95 A112ST

STAR GAMES 2
Gremlin

A compilation of superb titles
ncluding Ball Blazer, Eidolon.

Lnight Games, Highway Encounter,
and Trail Blazer. Stunning value.
o

jABUOW ©ADS PUD PUNOID SB|}I 1SBLIOY SY) JO BWIOS Ang upd NOA MmoN

SdIIJI0 'IVIOE[dS dOV

MAIL ORI.')ER1

ACE MAIL ORDER

e Fast delivery
» Friendly service
e Fat discounts

HOW TO ORDER

Just make a note of the details of
the items you want, including the
order codes. Then fill these in on
one of the "ACE READER OFFLRS
forms printed on page 1.

Post i, leomihos with yoJ:
credit card details or cheque to
Lhé Free POS‘ add.ress listed. You

eed pay n

R tematively s 5458 74011
and ask for ACE Credit Card
Orders

PLEASE NOTE

L. All items cre despatched by

first class mail

2. We have tried to list only those.

‘versions of software which are

available NOW.

3 Au prices include VAT, postage
packing

b ‘{ou ‘will nomally receive

software within 7 of

ordering. But please allow 2-3

‘weeks in case of temporary
ages

SUBSCRIPTION
OFFER

If you want an even better dect,

save you \ cmother B101

CREDIT CARD HOTLINE

© 0458 74011
s

VISA'
NOMERSER

SZu

Order form
printed on
page 143
(inside Pink
Pages!)




'SU!SCRIP‘IONS

WISDOM

If you're someone who possesses such intelligence, vision and far-
sightedness as to take out a 12-month subscnptlon to Advanced
Computer Entertainment...

FOLLY

...then we the gullible and over-generous publishers are crazy enough
to offer you...

MONEY

...afurther £10 (TEN pounds) discount off the already discounted soft-
ware featured on the following two pages, ...

SEX

...an offer open to persons of both male and female gender.
[ ]
HOW THE SUBSCRIPTION OFFER WORKS

make your selection of software items from the following two pages.
en use one of he EREE POST Readar Offer order foms on page 143 10 make your order.
« By ticking the subscriptin box on the form you gethe next 12 sues of ACE for £17.95 AND a £10 discount off
software order.
S0 you b sohiesrs laling €15 £0 M the ciscounted prices printed overlea, you can have it fo just £9.95. Or
in have any item which we're selling at £10 or less absolutely free!
et e ot e Subscribing to ACE is the best way of guaranteeing your mnmmy copy post free and
hot off the press.

L]
ACCESS / VISA HOTLINE ©® 0458 74011
If you prefer you can order your subscription by dialling 0458 74011 and asking for ACE Credit Card Orders
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ACE PINK
PAGES

In these Pink Pages are the first of our regular Buyers Guides to home computer hardware and
software. The guide is intended to give you the information you need to buy the right hard-
ware and software at the right price. We've listed details of 12 basic machines and their vari-
ous models, plus consoles; and in the soffware section we've given the lowdown on 50 games
we recommend.

Each month we'll be updating the information o keep you informed of the swings and
roundabouts of prices and availability. We'll also be spotlighting a particular area; look out
next month for a guide to peripherals.

We've also got the first of our Reader fo Reader pages; in here you'll be able o place
your own small ads - free, gratis and for nothing. Is there a better place fo sell your machine
when you want to upgrade? In Reader to Reader you'll also find Adventure Helpline (a boon
fo all those stuck in a dark room with a goblin).

We hope the ACE Pink Pages will prove a valuable reference guide to anyone making

or software and to those seeking help from or contact with
olher readers. They're your pages; so please write in and make use of them.

The ACE buyers' guide is essential | longer without a disk drive, or a @ second hand sute you know exactly what compo
reading for anyone who is consider- | monitor. nents you are geting before you
ing buying a new computer, whether Secondly - and just as impor- | In the high street stores you should | send off your money, send a cover-
it will be your first ever foray ino the | tant -~ what do you want fo use the | get a fair price for your machine; | ing lefter with any money and keep
micro market, or you hope fo | computer for? Are you really going | you should also be able o take it | copies of those letters, and keep a

upgrade your current system. Weive | 1o leam to program? Do you sin- | away ~with you immediately. | rofe of the chequelPO number, If
compiled a st of features and spec- | cerely want 1o put your home | Furthermore, many stores offer | possible, stick to a mail order com
ifications for all the models suitable | accounts on computer, or produce | atractive ‘bundies', giving you lots | pany you know and trust

for home use in the shops. | the company newsletier? Do you | of exira goodies wilh the basic g  miro seond harg
(Graphics, sound, software avaiabi- | want a 'serious' micro, a games | machine. Bul the salesperson | has advant prce.
ty,prces, bargains. s all her. it o someting it combines | bend he couir wortrecesst. | Feuenty. e provios ownar i

a bit of both? Think carefull about | Iy be very knowledgeable about the | be seling software and possibly
Before buyin these points before you buy; here's | systems you wish 1o choose | some perpherals with the machine

Even if a new compufer is only a | nothing worse than being lumbered | between. Also, it is not always pos- | S0 you can start up with a more
dream at the moment, the buyers' | with a machine that doesn’ really | sible 1o have an in-depth demon- | complete system. Obviously, how.

gude will make i clear just whats | su your purposes. sraton of the various machines on | ever, software and add-ons being
on ofer, and help you decide which The ACE Buyers Guide cant | display. 5010 with the machine wil bump up
system is best for you. But before | make your mind up for you; but we. i an independent specialist | the asking prce, so check the price
Y0u fUsh out t the shops there are | can gve you the facts that wil alow | shop, the-salesperson could well | of the indvidual components fst
two_things you need 1o consider | you fo make a sensible decision know the machines better and be | they may not be the bargain they
carelly. able o Gemonsirate them more fuly | seem! Second hand micros can be
Firsty, how much you can | Where to buy but you might have 1o pay sightly | found on offer i the speciaist com
aford o spend, whether s in cash, | Basical, you have four choces: more for the system puter magazines, usually in a dlassi
hire _purchase, or plastic money. 1f you buy on mail order, you | fied adverising secton fowards the
Remember to leave yourself a bt of ® the high stret chain store | can', of course, have the machine | back. Its a good idea f fy fo buy
moneyicredit over for software, and | Dixons, Currys, Bools, elc mmediately and you canit have a |- from someone who fves reasonably
if possible, for perpherals. It may ® the independent computer | demo of it, bul you might come | near you, so that you can see the |
only be a couple of months before | specilst shop across a cheaper price. Ifyou order | machine before you part wih your
you decide you can' cope any .2 mai order company Your Mcro through the post, make | money and have a demonsiration
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Again, before you pay, check what
you'e getting for your money, and
even i youre buying from your best
friend, it would be 1o bad thing o
put down in writing what you'l pay.
for what. Remember that you run
the same risks buying second hand
computers as second hand cars;
You may end up with a duffer

Sefting uj

o fomputr sl here
Wil be plnty of other ftems you
et 10 buy inorder o get your sys:
fem up and runring. These can all
100 easi be orgoten i th excie-
mentof buying the computer, 50 60
ihrough this checkist now — you
dort var o spnd l Ovmas
wating for the shaps o open befor
o can 023 0 your s

most micros don't come

ito

® Fasess cinc e p\ug has

the rightfuse in it (normally 3 amp)
wore o) uet ithome.

s, the micro may well

work v e i, bt 1010

correct lead in the packaging or do.

more than one, are you sure that
 power points can cope? An

you
adaptor will_aimost certainly be

essential, and a trailing socket (box
with three or four plug sockets on
it is 2 good idea, because there is a
Murphy's Law of computing which
states that a micro will always use
more sockets than you
expe

o splitter: joly handy f you'e
going o use the micro with the tele-

|
other Vamy easly, rather than fum-

bling bindly behind the television for
half an hour when you want to
‘waich EastEnders

Where to set up
Custom-made mahoganyock com
puter desks are for he unbearably
afuent ony. Basicaly,don' set e
machine up sothat he sreen faces

tors/ape decks/cisk dives are usu
ally 100 short to be more than six
inches away from each other, and
that f the keyboard ends up sitting
on the floor the cat will decide t's an
ideal sieeping spot. Dont spill cof-
fee (or indeed, anything stronger)
over any of the units, partcularly not
the keyboard. Donit wave magnets
near your  disks or the dive, and i

you smoke, don't 6rop ash over any
ofi

Categories
We'e tried 1o inciude details of all
the salient features of the micros on
the market, divided into paricular
categories.
ry: his refers 1o the total

amount of Random Access Memory
(RAM), not the amount left free to
the user.

kaging: its worth checking
the details here against the price. A
micro that appears expensive may
come ready packaged with a_ moni
o, tape deck or disk drive.

@ Disks: does the machine use
disks? If 5o, how much do they hold
and how much do they cost? Is the
disk drive buitin or external? Are

n dives available? Is much
software zvaw\ame on disk?

® RRP: ail recommended retail
prices we've oumeﬂ include VAT

Display: many homelgames
micros are easlly hooked up 10 &
television, and this can be the most
convenient and
option. However,
(except the games consoles) can be
connected 10 a dedicated monitor,
which wil give you a clearer picture,
and save household arguments if
you plan o use the family T\

@ Graphics: Aesolufion indicates.
of screen display possi

z

ble (the higher the figures the bet-
ter):Palefte size refers 1o the total
number of colours available on the.
machine; Colours 1o the number
that can be used on screen at any.
one time. Sprites and Scrollng refer
1o builtin hardware features (partc
ularly useful for games) rather than
effects that can be programmed in
@ Sound: tells you what kind of
chip the computer uses to produce
sound, what the speaker qualiy is.
like, and whether it can be useq
with the MIDI standard for linking
computers and musical instruments.

Hardware: lefs you know what
the keyboard s like - can you use it
for serious purposes?; tells you i
its possible 10 use a joystick or a
mouse; and lists the ports in to
which expansion devices can be
plugged

Software: gives you the low-
down on the amount and qualiy of
software avaiable for the machine
at the moment in the various cate:
gories, and also makes a prediction
about the fevel of future support.
@ Buying tips: guidelines on what
the bargains might be and where
they might be picked up. Plus infor-
mation on your rights under guaran
tee and what to do if the machine

| breaks down (God forbid)

Archimedes 305,
10 and 310M

Models:

Package: Keyboard,
mouse and drive: keyboard,
| mouse, drive plus monitor

(colour or mono); 310M — M
| | denotes inclusion of PC

emulator
Memory:305 512K
™Mb
Processor: Acorn ARM

= Disks

Format a12incn
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ardw

| Acom Archimedes

Recommended Retail ‘
Price |
305nomonitor  £801.60
305 mono monitor £859.10
305 colour monitor £1031.60 |
310no monitor  £889.00
310 mono monitor  £946.50
310colour monitor £1119.00 |
|

310M o monitor) 2953 oa
310M mono)
310M colour m mz oo
|

Price Around £3.00
Capacity 800K formatted
Software Alon d

| Add-on arives

|

Buitn ves
o Pertormance
Goodanatast
¥ Graphics
Resolution ahar 3200256
o
o 6406512 (i synch o)
paiets 0%
Colours fommonoup 0756
(0
oct6 640i512)
Oispay
Montoroutput

mono — composie
deo

olour - AGS « sync
Monitor supplied depencs on package
bought (see below)

Acom s 14vch
resoluton.
120 ih e

Options
= Performance
spriles

Scroling No
Spoed Fast

w Sound

und chip Custom cip
Speaker qualty Good
! Yes
Storeo output ves
Chamnais 1 (8 saropar

erformance 6 octaves, 00 ter
nalloudspeaker

# In brief...
The Archimedes is at the

cutiing edge of micro tec
nology. As such it is not |
ap: nor does it have the
longer- |
It's very
he real
time being.

= Hardware

KEYBOARD: 103 keys, pogrammable




PINK PI\GES1

E

‘auo-epea rate. Keyboard has surprs-

socket & 3.5mm stereo jack 4 64 way

machine

JOYSTICKMOUSE: 3 button mause
Supped;joysick no supporied

PORTS: RS 423 sorial ® Cenironics
compate parael® 9-pin mousa

EC
320 vidoo oute & 1O inertace (B8C
pattle)

= Software

EXISTING BASE: One game (Zarch|

B
ol
o e
umber
tary
refer Capacity
b Models: W °’ 128, | | 58 320K formated;
Master C Gompet 640K formated
:’m"‘ available on disk
n Prcsof Birk Diks. £1.0010.85.0
o o Package: e o
R 128 - keyboard plus monitor. | | Add-on drives yes
iy is Compact - available in four | | & Performance 00d
wsed packages - o
ing (1) Complete system inclug- | | Compact yes
erts ing keyboard (with integral .
what disk drive), monitor and print- | | B Giraphics
e t i 5
i ; Resolution 640256 moe
k! (2) Keyboardiive only 3201256 modes 1 and 4
N @) Keyboavd/dnve plus 1601256 modes 2and 5 | @ Performance good
Palette 1
mono mon
™
) Keyboam/awe olus | | colours moses0 3 0s | Hardware
o colour monitr. s 15 T2 | KeraONRD: ke s 1
1 rodet 1273 43 | Lo ayn and 13 i et ha
e Memory: 64K main RAM Siindard caned keys wit | soue mirace o 15wey Depe ona
E: K ey FAM | | Mods 7 o o oot ext ana | 5ot ek oaue o gl
E e o ayrode: Modes 3 | ovSTICKMOUSE: Non-Alm san- | Compact = dak imedace ®
) T fcag o anaiogue o dighal ports can be | Gomoncs compattie el prter
what # Performance used for joysticks. Takes most third ® 50 way edge connector expansion
e (6502 compatible) | | & Perto none | Panymice phono socket & Composts video &
B Seroling o RGBTTL ® joystckmause
Recommended Retail Display
o Price 2 o = Software
e Monloroutput  Composte vseo | pasior e
128 £457.35 Inonm:r ‘supplied laster series int as
C educational/scientific | EXISTING BASE: good. but only
‘ompact yos so0 Packago above) | tools.  with  these. twg | Pecause ol BBC compaiity
Entry system £399.85 Momlov optionsAcom  dedicated i
rlaguly SR Sre el machines at the *homey” | CURRENT RELEASES: steay fow.
00 numerous
Colour system £629.85 the  range.
with printer LT e it average | Gameslentertainment not | prospects: sood for_oducaton
Compact "o | recommended as main | andsmiaripooriors
use, as leisure software is BTN Y
2 ® Sound not a\ways converted to entific arena; g..m 10 be
3 Disks T e et
ai oo cor am) or
Format sl o Gor (hor necessarly betle) ver-
128 51/ inch MIDI third party interfaces available PORTS: sions of BBC B titles
Compact 3i2ineh | Channols 4| 128 - 2 envanced Acom e | ,uus; he vastr eade seones

couple of databases_(from Minenva

Systoms), at packages under develop-
ment

CURRENT RELEASES: Soe sbove:
‘GAMES; One arcade til (ACE Ralod

979) and a east one more on the way.
A couple of adveniures n development

poor, with much dating back 10 oid
Seeb daye. The same goes for
adventures, but y Imitations
O1BBC even more apparant here.

GRAPHICS: a fow: one or two of
them outstanding.

MUSIC: far selection

Cassete loading
128

onlly 3 couple of packages i the
peine

Jan, eremous_ gl
Vg oy
SOFTWARE FORMAT: Disk orly

PROSPECTS: Very good, but ot nec-
essarly for games market

= Buylines
BEST BUY PRICE: As AP
'SECOND HAND AVAILABILITY:Not
et

MAINTENANCE: One yoar's guaran-
tee. Faulty machines - retun o dealer

# Buylines
MAINTENANCE: Wihin oo years
guararise, rtum tauly machines 1o
Soaier
BEST BUY PRICE: As RRP

OND HAND AVAILABILITY.

sE
Limitad. Try education magazines as
wellas computer press.

‘Both machines are upwardly BBC
B compatible. Compact has built.

in di under_key-
board. Distinctive BEC brown and
croam styling.
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Models CPC 464, CPC
664, CPC 6128

Package Keyboard, monitor
(mono or colour) plus built-in
tapedisk, plus software
(usually 12 games), joystick.
CPC 66415 no longer
manufactured but may be
available on special offer
from retailers in different

Amstrad CPC

% Graphics
Resolution  Hods 1 3206200
Mode?  84Dc200
Mode 0 160x200
paetie 27
Colours  made 1 i
mode 2 2
ode 0 i
Dispiay
Yes
Wonitor suppled

Ye
Cpsort iotan \mars

Memory: 464/664 64K
6128 128K

Processor Zilog 280
Recommended Retail
Price
464 mono £199.99
464 colour £299.99
664 unavailable
| 6128 mono £299.99
6128 colour £399.99
" Disks
Format s
Copacity 180K formated por s
Somwarees. athough Gk versons

v b bard oo i shgs
Pico ‘about £3.00
Addon drives Amsiad OO frst
e CPttad Arsiad D1 ot

y drives for any CPC.

Builtin 16400
66416128 yes

® Performance
Reliable and quick

Sprites Non
Seroling  Vertcal (rough) and

Nnnzonm vy rough)
Speed rage to siow

w

# Sound

Sound chip w3012

Speakor qoaity Aoeauaie
Yes.need cavle

rudimentary

In brief.
The Amstrad CPC family is a
value-for-money  and
breed. You g

verything you need and the
whole business needs just
one plug. They'll do sterl
e as games micros.

but they are also able to tun

| their hands to more serious

fers

% Hardware

KEYBOARD: 74 raised plastic keys
with_audibletactile feedbac}
Separate cursor cluster and
redafinable numeric keypad. Very
useable for word processing etc
JOYSTIOKMOUSE. Standad S50
D-type. Third parly mouse devices.
aro e

PORTS:CPC 464 ® PCB

= Software

EXISTING BASE: Good, e i ot
as large as Spectrum or C64

CURRENT RELEASES.
Reasonable; most major Spectrum
and CE4 ties are converted

S: Good, but some converted
files run slowe than the Specirum or
C64 originals. Adventures OK. but
Infocom considering withdrawing
supportfor this format.

GRAPHICS: Good selecton of iles.

MUSIC: Reasonable number of ttes
but poor in comparison with CB4.

SOFTWARE FORMAT. 464 tae
using built-in tape deck
664/6128 disk, using built-in
disk drive
SOFTWARE LOADING: Tape
foading is reasonably quick and
disk loading fast and
relabl.

SPECTS: Uncortain Ar e
torst, sabs of CRC soioware
dwindiod bul there ol s b

reasonable amnount of games and
Lies around,

# Buylines

EST BUY PRICE: Curry's is
offering £20 off both and mono
versions fthe 464 i part excharge
for an old computer. Dixon's has
colour 61286 at £349.99. You could
also try for a CPC 664 for around
£60.00, but these are becoming
increasiogly ar.f th ota mmry
of the 6128 s not important, the
CPC864 can represent a bargain i
you can find one.

SECOND HAND AVAILABILITY:

Often plenty on offer in
classified ad sections of specialist
magazines

MAINTENANCE: One
guarantee. Faulty machines return
1o dealer. 664 satutory rights only.

= Disks

(8256, 8512 Drive A

disks
Format 3inch tipable
Capacty 180K ormatd por e
2 Dive . 5512
Format e doilosded
apacity 720K formatted
Price of Blank Disks _about $3.00
Add-ondrives from thid parly
companies only, mainly 5.25 inch
format.

Add-on drives have
produced 1o take 5.25 inch disks,
80 that standard ASCI fles in

format can be transferred to
the POW machines

Performance
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Amstrad PCW

Reliable. reasonaby fast and quiet
In addition the machines raserve
some o their mamory for use as a
RAM crive. with obvious beneis in
speed

* Graphics
Display
v o
Monitor: suppied

monochroms only guing
90 column text display.

Resolution 72002
Palotte

8256, 8512 green and black,
9512 black and white
Colours. N

Models: PCW8256
PCW8512
PCW 9512
Package:

ge:
8256 — keyboard, monitor
with built-in single disk
drive, dot matrix printer.
Locoscript 1 word
processing software, CP/M
operating system, DR
Logo.

8512 - as 8256 above but
with two built-in drives.
9512 - restyled keyboard,
monitor with single built-in

disk drive, daisy wheel
printer, Locoscript 2 word
processing software,

Memory:
8256 256K
8512 512K
9512 512K
Processor: Zilog Z80

Recommended Retail

PCW 8256 £343.85
PCW 8512 £458.85
PCW 9512 £573.85




el

 Pertormance’ A
® Sound

Sound chip none s such
Sterso o
crimes

ince beeps only. Some
Hira party sound nnancemant
moduies available.

In brief.
The PCW range was
designed as a word

processing machine rather
an a general purpose

computer.  Non-word
processing software was
produced after sales

focketed. Not recommended
as a games machine

® Hardware

KEYBOARD: Includes extra keys for
word processi 5. Keyboard
in 9512 a substantially improved

JOYSTICKMOUSE Not supported
Joysticks and mice can be aftached
via a separately bought nterface.

PORTS: One expansion port 1
RS232C serial and Centronics
Parallel interface ® “inter port for
indled printer

SPAGHETTI FACTOR: Low. Only
one plug needed. Cable from
keyboard fo monit

monitor to bundled printer

Disk drives are set “vertically” in
monitor casing to right of screer

Short monitor to printer cable
means printer must be placed to
left of monitor. Monitor fo
keyboard cable means keyboard
sits naturally 0 a foot in
front of monitor.

m Software

EXISTING BASE: not wide but
goneraly rograms ofgood qualiy

\ppeals fo specialistiniche type
ot

PINK PAGES1

CURRENT RELEASES: very fow.

PROSPECTS: would be poor but for
launch of 9512. Revival wil depend
w machine's popularty.

GAMES: Arcade titles are very
scarce and, of course, monachrome
only. Adventures are slightly more
numerous, but again the range is
smal, A numbar of niocam ties
wailable under CP/M, but outioo
future releases uncertain.

GRAPHICS: very fow but some low-
end CAD-ype software available.

MUSIC: rone - machines o

FORMAT: Diskonly.
Good for smal business appiications.

® Buylines

MAINTENANCE:  One year's
guarantee. Faulty machines _retum
o dealer

BEST BUY PRICE: Ac above
Generally not sold below R

'SECOND HAND AVAILABILITY:
PROSPECTS: for 8256 and 8512
good. 9512 100 new fo second hand
market as yet.

Apple Macintosh

12 RS232RS422 sersl 0825 SCSIT
u Software
EXISTING BASE: Wide range
solware exss vl o Toiss
except game

[ In brief.
A very expensive up-market |
machine for those keen on

desk-top publishing, wimp
Colours wh colour morior - 16 10 256
[ Models:  Macintosn SE | CURRENT RELEASES: adoquate \ systems, and up-market
3 Macintosh Il Doy i gfg;r‘;g’e‘gs oigin and in the business | | software. If you can afford it,
Ml ot g e great - but remember that
Package: Monitor with | | Monitor supplh Bt | GAMES: v fow rcade games. but | | software is very expensive
builtin cpu and disk drive, | | Optens S TS W o v Games are Imostly imited to
‘separate keyboard I Aol es morocom | GRAPHICS: s o e mhwam icon-driven adventures (ittle
or ppleColor hres GB | for thosa involved n DIY ot arcade action software
Memory: W e MUSI: Vry wol suppred for I available). Good for MIDI
. Spries - None | sofware~bulits expensive st musicians, but be prepared
rocessor: Seroling - Nono 1o pay through the nose.
Speed ‘Reasonably fast SOFTWARE FORMAT: Al software
SE Motorola 68000 y bl L
] Motorola 68020
# Sound SOFTWARE LOADING: Quick and_ | goeralyhave o oy e
‘Sound chif ie (ASC) rehab
Recommended Retail Price | | Scerdete g SECOND HAND AVAILABILITY:
SE  £220425upwards | | Stereo ol PROSPECTS: Excellent. especialy in | Reasonable, but nol exacily cheap.
i £4329.75 upwards | | S Noi | business anaDTP Check smal ads i spocialsl magazines.
i Yes
ol g S oo
Channeis “ y caro -
m Disks BEST BUY PRICE Thre it much ot | take o 1o coer cot of repais ahr
g i | S hene Goad | @ discounted market in Macs: you | guaraiee as psed
Aound 300
soas | ™ Hardware
Yos | KEvBOARD: Suppiea o1 keys
Yoo | inclding o ey and rumerc
o Cpborei e e e

 Pertormance
Fast and rolable, but waich out for US.
software that hasn‘ ben thoroughly

- Graphlcs
Resoltion S stz
0 o0

Palette
SE- black,white and grey shades
I with colour monior - 16 mlion

Extanded egboard, i 105 eys

JOYSTICK/MOUSE: Joystick not
Supported. High quality one-bution
mause supphed wih machi

PORTS:
SE2.

SCSI - DB-25 connector # External
audo ampifier
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Hardware

Could s00n rival Specirum and C4
for number of new releases.

funcion keys. Full travel keyboard | bad and adventures though rarer
s win auditle ick are qeneralyof very igh aualty
2 e a1 | | @ Performance  Fast and reliable
Models:  Ataris20STFM, | JOYSTICKMOUSE: ok pors | GRAPHIS:irssve, i or
i e standars mouse. | frstrate packages on e market
10405TF Mages 5“‘ ® Graphics Suppled wih machine
MUSIC: excolnt. Many comparies
: | | Rosolution  nignres 40xdc0 MOLou (5 pn DI o | producing seund edtors. samper,
PocKope (sTEM and medium res 640x200 MIDI in (5 pin DIN) & Audio out & | syntf
1040STF  keyboard with Towres 3201200 | Audio GB monior & mono
builtin disk drive Patete S > SOFTWARE FORMAT: Disk orly
Calours monochvome in high res
ours n med SOFTWARE LOADING: A 360K
femor 5.0 low res disk can hold a really lage ST pro-
L 44 | S 1 ram, so two- titles are becoming
S20STFM S12K | | prepiay In brief.. | | Bmaiegh onmen e gt
W ngng these. require' can- got
1040STF ||V yos. || Excollent as a general | | foaoue especaly wiers yosve oot
Mega ST 2074Mb | | Otner models via TV modulator purpose home machine | | to swap disks during play.
Monktor ouput RG8imonactvome | | for - games, small busi- | |
Processor: Options deded Awimanvors.n | | ness, and productivity - | | B Buylines
Motorola 68000 | | monochrome or colowr, SM124 figh | | it's also the number one |
o2 mon medum 165, ENANCE: One years quaran-
P e choice for MIDI musicians. | | t4o'exsnt desor sty
Recommended Retail The ST's price could stil
Portorma BEST BUY PRICE: You wont get
Price kbt 90 800008 IO EVIBIS | i ks R bty 15
S20STFM £200.00 | | Seroing gondveriear, | | OVer the Amiga R nindios WH St oo
| poor novzortal || i seling the macnine togetner wi
1040STF £499.99 £200 worth of software.
High resolution is only avallable
- i oo micn e | SOftware SECOND HAND AVAILABILITY
low resolutions are only avi ey Ves. ook in clasifed ads of maga:
i ‘on colour monitors or TVs. Though on the | zines.
;& Discs Sl low side by Bbi or PC. standards,
ormat a1 = e rumbar of ST tes makes i ho
Capacity 3ok formatied | [ S d The ST is an attractive looking
o2 Modive) | g, AY-3.8912 ‘machi slanted _function
720K (1Mo arve) | Sournd B o | CURRENT RELEASES: Most maior | keys above similarly syled slats.
Iy suppliedon sk | e yes | software houses conver thir ouput | i was one of th first machines 1o
Price o Blank Disks ~ about £300 | MO itee | 10°ST now and several smalir hous- | inclode a cisk drive i he aide of
Add.on drives Genms il o5 specaise n ST tes the console - this design is now
i ¥ | 8 octaves, envelope shaping. also taken up by other manufac-
PROSPECTS: Very bright ndead. | turers.

ME e ABRY T E
SCOTLANDS FREMIER COMPUTER CENTRE
T2 Etriok Square, Town Gentre, Cumbernaota, o s

MEGABYTE is about to celebrate it's third Christmas
and to mark the occasion we are doing the old place
up a bit. To help us give you a better service and to
give us more room to display SCOTLANDS largest
range of software, computers and peripherals.

launching the new look MEGABYTE with a bang.

There will be a carnival of competitions and prizes. Try
your Skill at becoming Scotiands best gamesplayer
Th

mrp shooters.

Top six scores of the day win the goodies. If you are

not so hot on the joystick come along anyway you
i twenty spot prizes of software for your

Just for being there. Enter the Quiz

petition, test your knowledge and win a prize.
we'll see you "wre on Saturday the 12th and Sunday
the 13th. of Dec

A our Computer & Games W
(out the frowbies you gt wi

Alarl ST - 5 Diske. 5 Public Domain Disks.
R a3 Gamo Ents

= and mzmrn!llvr
dusk shoo.(do n pack).
SoRE: gt Stm ot & Bughint

ucosvre

major credil
s Vita over The phons snd wih ihe acdion of £5 1o Jous orck we

credible £169

Star NL10 Printer
+ Interface
+ Printer Cable £245.00

Wil sond vour Goads by Securicor overmiant

TELEPHONE 0236 738398 =<4

ed pe " you the ATARI 1040STF for
00" Fio0 ot AR Can maw whie stowts i
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[ Moders: Atari 800XL
| (nolonger manufactured),
Atari 65XE,
| Atari 130XE
Package:
800XL retailers’ own ~ look
for keyboard, plus tape deck,
joystick and software
| B5XE  Atari Starter Pack
includes keyboard, tape deck,
Joystick, software (10 games)
130XE  Atari Starter Pack

= Disks
Fom 5251000
Prcs Arownd 100
Copaciy 560K omatid
ware _ost e v on sk
Rddon drves Ve
i o
Pertormance God

® Graphics

Resalution 20192
Palette

Colours

Display

v Yes
Monitor output

‘Composite video
Monitor supplied No

includes keyboard, tape deck,
joystick, software (5 games)

800XI 64K
65XE 64K
130 XE 128K
Processor: 6502

Recommended Retail Price
800XL

65XE £12999

130XE £139.99

Options o Ataidedicated monitor |
manutactured. Uss TV or montor

wilhcomposite video output
¢ Performance
tes

o
Seroling o |
Speed Average
# Sound
Sound chip A cusiom ohp
Speakerqualty  Outpt s 1V
Stoeo out No
ol Notsuppéod. T pary
etaces valab
Channals )
© Portormance Good

# Hardware

KEYBOARD: 62 keys incluing some |

special functon keys for BASIC com
JOYSTICKMOUSE Standard joystck
ports; mouse not standard

m shot @ 2 joystick @ edge
connecior @ monior

| In brief...
‘ Once the choice of the dedi- |
| cated arcade games player,
these machines pioneered
| the use of sprites and quality
sound. In their later configu-
rations they remain attractive |
purchases for the wealth of
existing software, but support
is fading very rapidly and the
outiook s grim

= Software
EXISTING BASE: Good but g i the
oih

S

i

PINK PAGESY

CURRENT RELEASES:
ground; mosty budget.

Thin on the
‘GAMES: Avcade range is of high ualty.
Advertures poor to midding

GRAPHICS: ~Some good programs on
he market

SOFTWARE FORMAT: tape or disk.
Disks aro quick, but tape sofware can
be a realbargarn

MUSIC: Wel supported n this area.

PROSPECTS:
atenton's focused on

Not brilant now that
Atar ST,

® Buylines

BEST BUY PRICE:
B00XL shop around - machines are now
65XE Dixons is ofering the Sarer Pack
g

130XE ganerally as RRP.

SECOND HAND AVAILABILITY: Quite
afew around; lookn the mags

MAINTENANCE: One year's guaranise.
Return o dealr  fauy
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o ——— 1 | o Potormance
Models: AMiga’500 | | Noey angsupnsingy suggish
A1000 |
A0 | | @ Graphics
Resoltion caonz00
Package: keyboard, with paltie e
builtin disk drive. AT000 is s bl

4096 in hld and moy

|
|
|
discontinued, so packaging |
will depend on different deal- }

|

cuvlr
er policies. o but modulaor
s Asco oy w249
Memory: | | Moo g BN
A500 512K Options Commm»ﬁ A1081 at £349: 99
A1000 256K HaLY
A2000 124K | ;M e

5
Veria ozl

|
Processor: Motorola 68000 | b sl

|
Recommended Retail Price |
£499.99 |

amlitude and frequency modulation

# Hardware
KEYBOARD: 4 Koy, 10 fncion kays.
e keypad, separate cusor cuser

RRP, alfrough it can be worh checking
varous dealers for special packs.

SECOND HAND  AVAILABILITY:
Limited as yo,
MAINTENANCE:  Wihin _ quarantes.

Mouse suppled as
Standard

PORTS: Two joystckimouse ® Aud
output ket and fight © Exta sk cive &
Soral (AS232, @ Cenironics parall &
RGBVideo 6 Manochvome video &

» Software
EXISTING BASE: Smal in comparison
108 machines

CURRENT RELEASES: Beginring fo
pickup

GAMES: Arcade products not yel up to
the capabilies of the machine. Fow
adventures are avaiabl, but they are
general o a good qualty.

g

MUSIC: Polentially superb. Litle MIDI
supportas yet

SOFTWARE FORMAT: Disk rly

SOFTWARE

500 transferrer (blitter) speeds up large-
1000 I /) speed: rge-
A2000 £1236.25
= Sound
Soundohip
Stereo utput Yo
o1 Notbutn
vy s o,
Channels
o 3 pecomance
Exr doves Buitn synvesi, 9
n Mo | o B oo

5208TEM £27995  Phils 8533 Mot los Colur
A 5205 TFMs Philps Monior + Cable

8833 Colowr £54995  SiarNLIO Priner » Cale
Gumara 1 og Dive £13495

PROSPECTS: Good. bt AS0 e o
establsh 3 larger user-base. before
Socominga mé development machine

| ® Buylines
| sesT our: o at s s b

| In brief.
Stunning ‘specification.
Despite  iniial uncertainy,
software support now seems
assured. Although over-
shadowed by the ST in the
to date, overseas sales
‘ (pamcu\av\y in US) are high
An excellent machine for

| those who can afford one.

s e E e |

AMIGA SOFTWARE

Gnestaiure Gl Mo
S ranctn s
) 1 e e
st 100 otk
B 18 Wl G
i
Neaucas 1268
ke 15 i tontons
Ehzdrue 133 Karomyare
B 165 asa Feo
B 1830 Kasakat
EeronsTne 185 K
BiCg ot 1830 K i Pk
Brvscsdy 230 Koo
G 3 Gt
Cuohepsma 15 i
s, 188 Meterianes
G 15 s
Cogercon 1%t
S 5 Moo
DicitaCon 1505 s
b 2 e
22 i1z &8
Brr 15 S
[P
iy 738 e hers
Fror 165 e
oot 1% o
BTG it% O
s 52 Rovas B
Sl s &
185 Suea
SoiSirens _1o3 SintSein

ORDER BY PHONE
Tel (0424) 221931

ST SOFTWARE i
Gameataious 150 LatetontTamme Bl a%
o 0 e 05 Moo i
i PR 1 e
tmate Rasity VG e
vckc For 1080 Mot e
arad o pogremviies 20

Pirtasthons 3 452 4
v 135 P 3 oo 28
isle 8% L, % Datum
ok, 52 Bt 2 g
i fe b
Bt Tha fao 501 = as
Bagactash Constucion 1830 S8 -3
Sl i3 e £ A e
G 80 St 2% S bt
Ouliri tbaCiown 1535 SHcon Dreams Togy ps
Eagus st 55 Suwge A as
s %0 STk P i
ooy B3 Sawm g s
Viemtuea 188 safocture o
G % Sy % rH
S, 1R S e ne
b A - B 1 55
[ 115 T 15 b G2
L 8 Thane B Eheil s
KaghiOre 1350 Vi Ganes 1650 SEeCate g
Loaduboard 1650 wod Games VIP Professinal et
. gt

Sleslne VAT L EREE Dor S e o Vtooms

CBS Computers, 1
E. Sussex TN40 THT.

Eversiey Rd, Bexhill,

4 LR
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Note Atrbuts system pl

ions on number of cotours: u-w\mw M | il

bov el | In brief... }
Display Yes. The 64 isan excellent games
Honta

machine. The 128 and 128D
can be configured for busi- |
| ness use using the CPM |
| standard and gwing access |
10 a vast range of business |
and utiity software. 64 is a
particularly difficult machine
| to leam programming on due |
| to outdated BASIC.

Composie video
oz o8 o0 e sl
pplie

[ Models: cea, 128, 128D

Package: C64 and 128 keyboard plus C2N tape recorder, plus |
accesories .(according to individual dealers). C128D keyboard
plus disk drive.

i, ool
Goodfor ;mumy and spries,

Memory: C64, 64K; C128, 128K; C128D, 128K

Processor: C64, 6510; 128/128D, 8502 plus Z80 for use in CP/M | | Harsvars srte and scrn ,M"W“'j';
Iods || o rowarming of e e . | Sancard fysticks. Movse o supplie.

om-ups) much simpie but mor recent 3D | Commodore 1350 mouse avalabe, pus

ommended Retail Price: C64; £159.99-€179.99t C128
£199.99 stand-alone; £229.99 with C2N; £249.99 with C2N +
software C128D £399.99
+according to individual dealers’ packages.

% Sound PORTS: 2 joysiick # expansion & cas

sette & non standard serial & composie
Sound chip 8581 sound nterface civp | vdeo (C64) AGB (126+1280) & TV &
‘Speaker quality  Oufput v monitor | User port

Stereo output No

Channels
Mol

No,but mary i ary
e S e s
¥ Disks # Periorme Performance

nce
Commadore 1541 dive s noorousy | Very sophstcated for the price. The
Two disk drives are commonly avail- | slow and noisy; 1571 marks substanal | Commodore 64 used to be most popular

able - the C1541 and the more recent | improvement. ‘budget music computer for both MIDI and
programming s on bt chp.
soweno | ® Graphics 5
o “ Hardware
aiomare 3200200 | KEVBOARD: Fased plasbo koys wih
Klomated | O128128D: 2 64 in 64 mose s | audl achle leedatk. pks- hmcion
Mmm \esa.m\anm ondisk | 640x200 in 128 modes (80 column Gis- | keys. Cursor key arrangement very awh
Ves. kg | pay) vard
" prty uts wihproved | Pea 1
i o s | JovsTickmousE: provsion for o

ATARI MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS
35
INCREDIBLE LOW PRICES!
ALL DISKS CARRY A NO QUIBBLE REPLACEMENT GUARANTEE ARE CERTIFIED
100% ERROR FREE AND COME WITH LABELS, 53* ALSO HAVE SLEEVES AND
WAITE PROTECTS. FUP SED DISCS HAVE'THO INDEX HOLES AND WO 135t mbonis
SO0 MDD TS5 800 5100 9800
SPECIALOFFER ! OS/0DMPDD) 13% 00 G200 100 —
25 S 48TPI 525" DISCS & 100 CAP LOCKING DISC BOX £16.00 A At e300
5055 48TPI 5.25” DISCS & 100 CAP LOCKING DISC BOX ~£25.00 AMIGA 1 MEGABYTE £12300
100 S5 48TPI 5.25° DISCS & 100 CAP LOCKING DISC BOX £38.95
25 DS 48TPI 525" DISCS & 100 CAP LOCKING DISC BOX £17.00
50_DS 48TPI 5.25” DISCS & 100 CAP LOCKING DISC BOX ~£26.50 520 STAM £279.95
100 DS 48TPI 5.25” DISCS & 100 CAP LOCKING DISC BOX £42.00 520 STM SF354 (1 mog dive) 198
520 STM, SE314 (1w o) £339%8
51" DISCS FROM AS LITTLE AS 33 PENCE 520 ST SF354 & S5 v montor £34%5
520 ST, SF314 8 SW 125 o
AN 1040 STF & SM125 o monter e
EanRE L DS Hoga ST (2 byt RAM 8.1 mog ive) £845.00
DISK NOTCHER FAEE WITH EACH 100 DISKS PURCHASED Mega ST (2 mogayts AN & 1 meg dv) & SM125 £93500
Wina Mg ST (& magabyte AN & 1 g dve) £109500
NS hANDED THALID 25 S0 100 pasioliprse  Medn ST (8 nepbe RAM & 1 me e & SMI2S £119000
S48 171 £450  £900 £1700 £3300 €550
0348 TPI £550 £1100 £1900 £3500 oy tr e e Mot 5 b s g o o o § s
DssnTH £650 £1300 £2100 £37.00  £150 520 ST ONLY coms i 15 ot Wit et s sl e
DS96 TPIFLP SIDED  £700 €140 £2200 £3800  £B.X
MMCFUPSOEDDSI6 TP €895 £2000 £3800 £1000  £995
MIMC HGH DENSITY 1609 £2300 £5200 £100.00 £180.00  £24.00 53 DISK NOTCHER (Dbl yar sk capaity o o sl sied dv 0%
15 CEANNG TS Ll 1 - 1o vkl s
LOCKING DISK BOXES D il Yo £
o N AMSTRAD 151210 CENTRONGS PANTER LEAD (2 o %
51" HOLDS 50 €195  51”HOLDS 100 ST 529 M EAD 2 %
3} Hows 40 0% EAHISRT aNIAIOR A o ot i 5%

st i o e fmatn Crues . gyl t STORTSOFT et aders it i ps Siefng by bk o it money e s smou e whic
wall b exclusve of VAT but incude adcitionl postage. Wre for quate i any ther currenc

coess/s TERCAD) manmn ISk scoted, CREDT CATD ORDERLIE - 027 83505

RAS AT YOU PAY

20 H0uRs A DAY 7 DAYS VAT & PP. INC. NO HIODEN EXT}

18 CROWN CLOSE, SHEERING, BISHOP'S STDRTFORD, HERTS CM22 7NX
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 Software
EXSTING BASE: _Excalont
faled by the Spectum. B

mmodors versons of pograms
o suporr

‘CURRENT RELEASES: St pouring ou.

‘GAMES: Arcade acion second ta none.
Adveniures - good selecton

‘GRAPHICS: Good selection - qualty of
raphics mears that programs can be
reasonably sophsicated

Good wide range of sound -
tors, soma samplars, Many MIDI utfies
avaiiable.

'SOFTWARE LOADING: Siow 25 aiways

cated dive, Most software produced wih
fastloader routes.

e et
slow, but Commodore games may wel
{2t fonger than Spectr, e o et
poratiy of games from US.

¥ Buy!
BEST BUY PRICE: O sy Csds,cat
ing back 1o bakrs the ecesgn can be
peked op for atound £130.150
Obarwise. vih Commodores poicy of
lting he dalrs Gt b own un
des'. 53 case o icking the one you

Buitin Yes

Retable and Dv»ny fst ko

Normaly fitted as upgra
machine, but comes as standard on
Some PCs (eg Amstrad PC1640).

SOFTWARE FORMAT: 054128 - ape Horcules
s Hom el e aps ik | SECOND HAND AVAILABILITY: Good | 1o - Resoluon 20008
(C2N) or disc e, C128D - tape from | foral models, Check small ads in varous | B Graphncs Golcurs Mono only
C2N or disk from integral disk drive. ‘magazines. Graphics are not provided as standard Often built-in on mono PCs.
ines skhoogh nowsdeys
A1 Conmador machives raqurs e | WANTENANCE: Under quaariee — | most e so0id i Thesear the thres most comman dis
Commodore C2N Tape Deck for 1ading | take machine back to dealer. Shouid get | necessary add-on boards already
U S | ke i 0o | B e B oten =]
Someshc. iconter wheg '"‘ e ‘"“"" purchase (at dealers' discretion). Ex- is, CGA, EGA, and Hercules: lyin vnmuclum Imtmneudw\msdn
b sl Buying second hand you may
s rellable. ’ pany. CGA
Resoluton 20000 lowtes | ortextonly ispas.
paete 00035 sochoutree | Dispay
dtren coourschemes | TV .
i maly RGBS
Coors_imow e v e | Mnlor g Vi it
GG s th mostconmon PC oepiy tea montrs e
St o oeur sysoms. sl spled o avalae
popdeigstiarop
42s | EGA (Enhanced Graphics Adapio) %G8 shoud .
» Disks o P e 0 o Bolh CGA graphcs modes,pus high res:
autonas okons =
; Capacy Aimost aways 60K ormated cos | ¥ Sound
omat Vosty 5 25inch | Softwa Mongox | Res s s i
fom O Bl ) B G Yes _— 64 | Sound chip fone as such - neec
X Colours 16 direct speaker modulation

Goel Computer Servicesﬁ?‘ :

The Complete Computer Store

45, BOSTON ROAD, HANWELL, LONDON W7 3SH TELEPHONE: 01 579 8133

TLE ST_AMGA PRICE I TITLE
Barbaian 2495 249 1750  Bakanceof Power 2085 21.50  Goldumer
Tertorpods 2495 249 1750  Gnome Ranger 1495 1495 11.00 TrvalPursut
ep Space 2495 2495 1750  Backash 1995 1995 1400  StarWars
ArenaBratacus 2395 299 2150 Palace Babarian 1495 1100 Loviahan
Piales o Barbary Coast 1295 900 TaiPan 1995 1400 Leviahan
impact A5 U3 U0 Sefolmie S5 o 2l%0( 0
GaylinokersSoccer 1999 - 1400 Word Game 499 2499 1750 StarTrek
Night Raider 199 . 1400 mpat 1495 1495 1100 W
Red Cclober 295 2495 17150 py 2995 209 2150 Pacland
Slap Fight 1995 1400 Biood Valley 1999 - 1400
iy Moves 1995 1400 pltomative Word Games 19,99 1400 WorldDarts
Gaunlet | 19.99 1400 Winler Olympiad88 1949 1949 1360 RoadWars
Caplain America 1999 1400 Knightmare 1499 11,00 Rocklord
Indiana Jones el 1400 3pGalax 1999 . 1400  AmaisofRome
e 295 %5 1750 Barleships 19 - 1100 B
Addictaball 1495 . 1100 Baieshps - 1999 1400 BlackLa
Grand Stam 2095 20% 2150  Aal 4.95 1750 Golden Path
Ego 1995 - 1400 NotaPemyMore 1995 1400 TheSenli
£g0 2495 1750 Nord andBert 9 - 1750 UMS
15 Sirke Eagle 2495 - 1750  NodandBed 209 2150 Jinder
ama 1985 . 1400 FootballManager 1995 1995 1400  TimeandMagi
1495 = 11.00  Staring Charbe Chapin  19.99 1400 Knight Ore
Diablo 1995 1400  DelenderoiiheCiown 2495 2495 17.50  Fiyng Shak

ACCESS AND VISA HOTLINE 01 579 6133 (24 HR ANSWERPHONE) 11

0 £1.00 per

Send.

For at s, Boston Road, Hanwell, W7
4nd 3000, Ustiige Hosd, Hayen, Midde. Tel O 573 2726 Plosss g e aers iy at s e
Wo also carry alarge stock of gamas for Spectrum, Commodore, BBC, Electron, Amstrad, Atari and Apple and PC compatbles

ST AMIGA_PRICE

95 2495 1750
9% - 1400 !
199 14,00 !

u% - 1100
1999 1400 i

1999 1400

19.95 1400

19.99 1400

1995 1995 1400

999 7.00

9% 700

1400

1400

1400

- 1400

14,00

<100

- 1400

2495 1750

2495 1750

1995 1400

1995 1400

1400




fel: IBM's PC is the origi-  without hard disk. You can buy
nal. The many clones include  the bare bones or the whole
Amstrad's PC 1512 and 1640  works
series, Tandy's 100X,
Spectrum Bondwell 32, etc.
‘The specifications given below
will generally apply to most
1BM compatbles unless partic-
| ular riders are made. If you are
| thinking of buying a PC or
compatible check all ~the
salient details with dealers
rst

Memory: usually 512K-640K

Processor: Intel 8036, 8088
o variants

Recommended Refail Price
From around £400.00 for the
cheaper basic clones o £1500
for top-ofthe-range ~clones
(with hard disk, colour monitor
etc) IBM machines them-
selves are considerably more
machine with monitor, with or  expensive

Package: Depends on manu-
| facturer. Amstrad supply a

Not really a macine for the musican i
view ofthe mora recent compattion fom

Atar and (a he uppper end ofthe mar.
@) Apple Macitosh

Speaker qually Generaly poor
20 output o
MIDI Thed pary inertaces avalatle.

Performance.

g

PINK PAGES‘

= Hardware

[Inbref.. |
Superb value if you want an
all-round machine, but the
PC still betrays its business
origins. Increasing number of
games software releases,
but few of these are of the

KEYBOARD: Al models use raised
plasic eys wih audbe tacile foedback

G inciude funcion keys and separate.
numerc keypads. A wide varey of i
party keyboards s avalale

JOYSTICKMOUSE: Two dferent
Stk standards exis, 1BM (analogue) and

‘Amsirad (Atar sty - the nom for coin-op arcade variety.
) e gaes subpor et ow. | | Definitely not to be consid-
{eg. Amsta) incode fist prioty.

o0 fo use IBM joystick. Newer models | | ered if entertainment is your

“Thid party mice are avalable for mouse:
s PCs

WUSIC: i selcton o MII packages
and nertaces, those theso fend o be
xpensive

PORTS: Varies Expect Centroics par

alll, RS232, expansion port with most

machines - bul some of thes are opton-

al PROSPECTS: Wonit dwindie as long as
e are PCs on desks

= Software

EXISTING BASE: Vast

¥ Buylines

BEST BUY PRICE: Alin-one packages.
CETRRE S e
wihpric lvels dropping s

‘GAMES: Cheaper machines has meant
that more and more games are being | youre doing g for  feputabe brand.
SECOND HAND AVAILABILITY. PCs
an aften be picked up in auctions. of

mputer and offce goods, of thiough
magazine advers.
a machine wifh games

MAINTENANCE: Retur 1o dealer if

faulty, but a maintonance contact - often
suprsingly cheap — can guaraniee your
pioce of mind

PHICS: Many sopfisicated pack-
ages for business presertation graphics
ot too much for he artst

i e e e

Atari 520 STFM 275.00
Amiga 500A includes Modulator - 475.00
SEGA System . e 95.00
Commodore 1541 C disc drive includes 29 games ... 159.00
Commodore 64 C Sports Pack 16535
Spectrum 128 plus 2 129.00
PCW 8256 includes Disk Box 344.00
PCW 9512 includes Disk Box 57400
DMP 3160 (PC compatible printer) . 199.00
Used Spectrum 48K plus 3 month warranty 60.00

Part Exchanges Welcome Mininmum £20
Phone for items not listed

Repairs
Spectrum Key board faults

Spectrum ... : 1
Commodore 64/ C16 Plus 4/ Vic 20 .. 2650
Acorn Electron non ULA Faults 2500

Recondition Vic 20 Modulators ..
ther Machines Please Phone

TV or Tape leads Spectrum
Large Range of leads & adaptors in stock

Commodore 64 PSU repairable
Spectrum Power supply unit

26,00
300

>

RRP Our Price
699 528
899 675
1099 824
1299 9.52
1999 1446
3499 222

Due to the VAST STOCK of software we keep we are unable to ist it, use the table below to work out the price to pay
g Action Force Spect. rrp 7.95 our price 5.99)
Sega software deduct 2.00 from rrp.

RRP Our Price

7.99

9.99 7.43
1199 899
1495 1093
2499 1799
49.99 3542

Or write o WCHM,

Barclay Card phone orders 0983 68971
122 High Street, Ryde, Isle of Wight. PO33 25U
Allprices include VAT (@ 15% postage & packing (UK)
Dealers for Time Works Software phone for prices
Software Bundes £10 for 10 tapes
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= Disks

nch drives pros
epacity. " 350K lormated
Software

i Sound

b
DI

Channels
= Performance good Y

sy 35 nc,  fow 525

mostly avaiable on disk
Price of Blank Disks aboul £3.00.
A

Monitor output composite video
‘Some manutactur-

Spelkev Pl oupi lhmugh v
i pary aaces evetle
3

CXSM was designed with musical

MSX

In brief...
Main strength of MSX is
in its implementation of
| arcade games.There is a

| very active user group |

357

renormance ressarae, uSx || thal partially _compen-

ek s o honever 80| | sates for lack of industry
very expensi support.  Despite the |

. attractive  discounting of
‘:.‘wgo':a hi s || 20me. modeis, thepur |
oo} ‘ chase an X |
25 | | machine involves a mgn |

Colours L1 || degree of risk with regard |
Dby | to future support and soft- |
v | ware releases. |

= Software

‘easonatie, twith
1 Japanese caridges
Svallabe. Stocksts now very hard 0
ng.

| | CURRENT RELEASES: very fow.
Mostly budget or imported.

PROSPECTS: poor. While there s
|| o, shonage of som

VS n thi plane.

GAMES: some good arcade tiles
wellimplemented, but - advertures
are fow and far betwoen

GRAPHICS: not much on the market

MUSIC: Yamaha's now discontinued
CX5 was _configured formusical
applcations: thus there are a number
of packages avaiabi

SOFTWARE FORMAT: tape, sk or

pre-programmed games cartidge
with tape. predominant

p ming.

yes

© | = Hardw:
KEYBOARD:  Generaly - standard
{aised plastc koys

6910

JOYSTICKMOUSE: Standard joy
ected o | stk port. Third party mice available
PORTS. Expansn bus @ cavoge
siot & monior output
i e o 0o
priter & Disk drve

8 y
MAINTENANCE: One year's guaran-
tee. Return o dealer i faulty

BEST BUY PRICE: MSX 1 can be

picked upor u i a1 £20.00 hase
is scarce, but should

Contbatwaen £100:8200

'SECOND HAND AVAILABILITY:
Check smal ads in compuer press.

s Sk
| MsX is not a computer as |
such, but a standard
design incorporated into

ber of (mostly) Japanese |
companies.

|

‘ Models:

| MSX 1, launched 1985,

| o longer manufactured,
some models still avail
able at  knock-down

| prices. MSX 2 is curent

| version but machines not

| widely available in UK.

Package:  Generally
keyboard only. Some
MSX 1 models can be
found with tape deck and
software

Memory: MSX 1 - 32K-
64K; MSX 2 — 128K

Recommended Refail
Price None for MSX1,
MSX2 - £150 plus

|
[
{
|
| Processor: Zilog 280
|
|
|

1 releases come directly into |

LATEST SOFTWARE
hoes AMIGA A500
T e g B2 59 0 5 0% | rnce ownes pvan o s A
TaiPan 625 1035 550 g i
Indiana Jones 695 1095 625 R PSS
Jack the Npper 2. 695 1095 550 695 1095 | EXTRA: EXTR Alll.les
adveriss product eloe 5 reeasec: ATARI 520 STFM
0773 826830
£279.95
JOYSTICKS
Chootah 125+ 555 | emce eruoes s e K o fh
hectah Mach 1 £1205 | bt
uromax Professional Plus £16.45 | Ownors Hancbook. Basc. Flarenco Gude
Konix Speedking £1095 PLUS FREE!! Five Disks Full of
Eoromas Alcade £1555 | Public Domain Software

tock: Please call for prices I

AMIGA SOFTWARE 1
SCOOP PURCHASE ON INFOCOM
ADVENTURES ALL TITLES AT
£14.95 EACH
all, Zork 1, Zork Il Suspended,
Spellreaker, Infidel, Enchanter, Deadiine,
SeistakacCieoai, Siapec) Tk, Whness
Limited Stocks

EN

MAIL-CENTA (pept amy

17, CAMPBELL STREET, BELPER, DERBY DE5 1AP. TELEPHONE 077382 6830
Please make Cheques/P.O. payable 1o MAIL-GENTA. TELEPHONE ORDERS USING ACCESS/VISA WELCOMED
Postage UK. Free over £5.00 (not books) Under £5.00 please add 50p; Strictly mail order

All orders despatched same day wherever possible

e
o

G



Sinclair Spectrum

—————— [
[ Models: Pus (ask ana | |
128K); Plus 2, Plus 3 |

Ganeralyfst and el

Some hith-

e b o v et

Package: Keypoard and | | 1y Graphics

| The Spectrum is primariy a

PINK PAGE:

[In brief...

moritor & Audo @ Numerc keypad &
ExpansioniO & TV

= Software

games machine and should
EXISTING BASE: Secord o rane

be bought only as such. It is
unsuitable for business use,
with low memory capacity
and only a 32 column screen
display. For productivty (ie,

‘CURRENT RELEASES: Most major soft
‘ware fims are confinuing f bring out the
majriy of theif tles on the Specium

‘GAMES: A hugo numbe of arcade ites

or, but any RGB suiable
Performance
Sprites

builtin 12pe/isk, PIUS 107 | | pesounren snts2 | | araphics. and music type | | ah0nsom dysmaosecolen Wie
| Stck, selection o software. s 1 | cophcaton) Ty il ot | |- e o
L, & || rea h | | GRAPHICS: Far soecion, some of
Mer 53 el sauare. Lmns araphics | | for Serious projets. Utiies | | ¥1h seeses boter grapc por
';“‘5 48K or 128K plent fair but serious users will | | expect fom the speciicaton
lus 2 128K | | Do odla ik
Plus 3 e S AL ;‘;";‘ 10 Upgrade before 100 | | g, 4 coupe of MDI imeraces
Honirsoplled % || 4} o e e
e Ziog 780 | | Oplione” Nodedcaied Anstodinciar

Spactum sofvar e make much

afor i this SOFTWARE FORMAT: Pus -~ tape

using external tape dock: Plus 2 - tape

Recommended Retail Seroling Ng;“: using buiitn tape deck; Plus 3 - tape
e Spees nece | @ Hardware oAy
Plus  none; shop around clever programming, the | KEYBOARD: The Spectum Ph ikt ey L
Plus 2 £13000 | | Spectums sy sl compure. | b e ma of st st o | i Pk e P e
|| tarouraly with boththe Amatad | s wi s iy ol 1| S s bt ssatoes. o
Plus 3 £199.00 d Commodore machin dancy 1o fall of f you i he mactne | war fo these madls 15 Ierlors. ey
upsida-doun. The Plus 27 keyboar has | sarce:
» rased hard piasic keys, ke he oder
» Sound model, # can be teed mors sasly for PECTS: Now _rolases wil
Soundchip 39912 | word pocessing undoubledy get fewst in number as he
i Disks ‘Speaker quality Plus prery storsh of o 1601, machres so0
(Plus 3only) | Pe2and3  betlr ar | beiow g o
Format 3ich bl | Channels models. Suitable interraces widely avail- | @r, 251 for @ good couple of years e
Price. Around I Phus 48K No | able. Compatble oystick included in Plus
Comeoly 180 ot o Phs 20128K  Yes 3 packagng. Thrd par mcs i
Software it a6 yet | ol y S
Exta drives Notyetavaiabe | o poriormmns BEST BUY PRICE Plus can now be
Buitn B P iy e picked up cheaply 25 10 longe mans

& Performance

Spectrum's strong. point, and. few

COMPUTER MAGIC

| LEADING COMPUTER SPECIALISTS IN
EAST ANGLIA

'Nm..-ndu‘
commbiore. SEGA
Al hardware is thoroughly tested
and plugged before leaving the
premises. (Free Christmas gift wrap
service available).
We are pleased to announce the
opening of our service dept from
Jan 1st 1988, for repair, upgrade
and maintenance to all products

Fora 1stclass service that can't be beaten,
contact us now for all your requirements.

Offer:Now Only

per e

LEISTON 1PSWICH BURY-ST-EDMUNDS

45 High Street 24 Crown Street 51 St Androws Street South
Leiston Ipswich ry-St-Edm

Suffolk Suffolk uffolk

1P16 4EL 1P13LD 33158

(0728830579) (0473214868) (0284 702305)

aciured. Try o ind  shop seling offoid

PORTS: 2 oystck # RS232Mid & RGB.

COMPUTER
CENTRE

| ATARI ST SPECIALISTS

market from the experts.
Full range of Music Software
Steinberg, Hybrid Arts, Dr. T etc. etc.
We buy, sell and part exchange al
popular computer systems
Phone for low, low prices!
©® AVAILABLE NOW Atari St MIDI sampler
only £119.90 inc VAT — PHONE FOR DETAILS
® SAVE THE COST OF A MONITOR!
Buy an ATARI 1040 STF from us and we'll add
an internal modulator (so you can use your TV
instead) at no extra cost!~ RING FOR DETAILS

CHIPS
COMPUTER CENTRE l°9°3l

53 Rughy Road,

|
‘ Buy the best MIDI computer on the
|

Phone:

|z4 hrs)

|
|
|
¢

s'l
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stock at around £50. Curry' is ofeing
Plus 25 at £129.99 in par exchange for
an old computer.

SECOND HAND AVAILABILITY: Good.

ot 1K e, whch s s b
g corengeray

MAINTENANCE: Al Amsiad-badged

Spectums (Plus and Plus 128) bought
25 new and wilhin guarantee perod,c

outerd way ofdisinguishing 1 fom te even

= Disks

Not available.

- Graphlcs
Resoluton sox192
Disoay -
w

Monitor options "o

W Sound
Channels

T

sty n UK Because f the Yen to
Pound conversion rate, Japane:
Toear s hely o retain Sxpen:
sive

GAMES: good range of arcade-type

‘ System |

| Packa ‘
‘Standard version console,
| plus game controllers, plus 1 ‘
| game (Super Mario
| Brothers)
Deluxe version - console, ‘
‘ ‘game controller, light gun,
ROB robot, two games

| RecommendedRetail |

Price

Standard model £99 |
| Deluxe model £159 |
o Disks

Ak systemis avalable i Japan, using
propeetary non-standard Nitendo isks
The format provdes greater memory
capacty and henc enhanced versins of
Some sofware (6.9 Super Mari Bros )
The system is not avalable in the UK at

= Graphics

Display

yes
Monitor options it yet supported
esolution 256,041

Paiots
o Sound

Channe s
G Pekomance ocioes odesh o
ot

“ Hardware
TV, vdeo ® audo |
Game conifoller slts » caridge siot

MAINTENANCE:  Manufacturer’s
guarantee.

Addions of ht gun and robot
suitable machine
Younger chidronol 5 trie com-
puter; recommended as games
Console only

" Software

EXISTING BASE: ~ Huge (in Japan)

CURRENT RELEASES:  Some

SPECTS: Good. but rate of
import wi depend on machine’s pop-

136 Advanced Computer Enterainment

GRAPHICS: not as yet
music: none
SOFTWARE FORMAT

cassete o
cartidge yes
smart card o
sk ot yet avallable in UK

ylines

BEST BUY PRICE: As RRP
'SECOND HAND: Not as yet.

MAINTENANCE:  Manufacturers
quarantee and statutory rights f pur
chased.

In brief...
A reasonable buy if a con-
sole is what you want. |
| Interesting, too, because we |
| may see more add-ons from
[ dapan that give it exta
power. However, at
| moment, nearly all g |
is Japanes in origin and this |
| is not to everyone's taste. It |
remains to be seen if it will
receive any third-party sup-
it

Sega Master
System

Package: console, plus
light gun, game controller
and 1 game (Hang On)

Software format

cassefte no
| cartridge ves |
smart card yes
Recommended Retail
Price.

.
most games.

[ In brief...

| Japanese software base not
as good as Nintendo's, but

‘ what counts is how many
titles reach UK. Mastertronic
have given strong support to

‘ machine, so prospects are

ble

reasonable.

I Hardware
2 game controlers & car.
designed for
i ecperon ot & e com:
puter 5" Games
Emace oy

u Software
EXISTING BASE: arge

CURRENT RELEASES wellsup-
ported by UK distributor Mastertronic
PROSPECTS: good if support by

Tronic and parent company Sega
continues

hocs .m

\MES: wide selection of arcade
o Gunoraly considered 10-be of
gh auaiy. No sdventures. Bul of
relsases clrenty confned

Versions of Sega cor
GRAPHICS: none
Music: none

# Buylines
BEST BUY PRICE: As AP
MAINTENANCE:

ne year's guarantee. Back 10 dealer
iffauty

m Disk

XE only: see Aar XL fordetals

=]

i A
Models: Atari 2600

Atari XE Video
Game Console

Atari XE
Games System

Package

2600: console plus software
XEGS:  console, software
XEGS: console, _joystck,
addiional _ keyboard, _light
qun, software (3 games)

Recommended Retail ‘
Price

2600 £49.99
XE GC £79.99 |
XE GS £119.99 ‘

PORTS, 2610 g ool T, ot
ridge slot & VGC a5 2600, wih socket
o ey § VGO 5 above

- Soﬂware
EXISTING BASE: Vast Systms st
:w,‘mmmmw

‘CURRENT RELEASES: Sofvare sl
i productn, bt ot n he same voure
s coupl o yers 50
e, xotrt st e
abound
[in brief... |
| The Atar range of consoles
represents good value in
‘ terms of price and volume of
| software available. But note
that the 2600 is strictly a
‘ games console while the

VGC and VGS can both be
upgraded to be used as |
computers. |

‘GRAPHICS: vory fow

MUSIC: Hardy any.
'SOFTWARE FORMAT- VCS - carridge:
only. VG and VGS can us
1ape, o dis (f connected)

PROSPECTS: Not much bete than

G reasonat
solution offcialy 320x192, 16000 or | Chsims.
801192 accordingfo mode. Most oft
1601182
1 y
'BEST BUY PRICE:2600 check out
" Ovson's for special offers. Consols and
i fem check fo vaiaions n packages
ptions:  Wih Games Systomony | sied above otheise, as ARP.

= Hardware
KEVBOARD: Oy as an et n he XE
Garmes System O prty good cuay
JOYSTICKIMOUSE: A machnes ke
Sandord A prsile

'SECOND HAND AVAILABLITY: Good
ook n computer magazines.

MAINTENANCE: Manulacturers uaran-
{ee. Any problms - retum o dealer
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SOFTWARE

BUYERS
GUIDE

There's not much point in buying a computer without getting some software to run on it. And
since this is the festive season we're presenting you with our selection of 50 games that should |

keep you warm with excitement this winter.

There's something here for everybody, from the megalomaniacal strategy of Balance of

Powerto the sheer arcade playability of Bubble Bobble.

Have fun!

AIRBALL
Miciodsal @ At ST @ €24 950k
Multcoloured thes dimensional arcade

s - all speing instant death, An out.
standing renditon of a pogular gene.

ARKANOID

imagine ® Spectrum 7.95cs ® Co4
£8.95cs, £12 950 ® Amsirad €8 95cs
£14.956 @ A XUXE £8 95cs @ At

ST £14.950k @ MSX £8.95c5 @ 18M PC
£19.950K

contos a bt at he base of e
whizzing i lft and righ. The
Yoet'a e bk ey boncig o

BALANCE ot POWER

the bat o dsstroy ormations of
th op al o h sree. Eimnte

1o the addtveness. As oinop
conversion, Arkanoid comes out top. but
for a diferent siant on the same thame
and some nifty music, Iy ASL's impac,
whch also buiks up the diffcuty levels
more gracually.

BAI.ANCE OF

achieved in a number of ways, ncuding

supplying arms or fnancial ad to radcal |

| [
TR,

factons in the hope oftopping a govern:
menit whichis not recepive to the great
American or Russian dream (depending
on which side you'e playng). s com:
plx, invohing and ifs dfcut fo pay in
fen minute sessions. Absorbing suf tha
gves an insight il the devious word of
geopofics.

BOULDERDASH

Prsm Losure Corporaion @ Spectrum
2290 @ C64 £29%cs @ Amsrad
£296cs

A game that has everything - instant
addicton, long-erm chalenge. enlic
excitement a5 the clock icks down and
exvomey triky puzles. You must cof
lect ewels hdden i caverns, Gggng
‘away earth and boulders 10 get a them
Boulders can orop and cause you serious
damage whie the jewels are ofen hic
den by seemingly impenelrable wals
Complex,but reat fun. Boulderdash s a
cassic you can aford 10 miss in s bud
getincarnation

JOUNDER
Gemin Gagics & pacm €75 8
ok ® Amsad

can stay alof onger o gain a mystery
bonus. Fil i1 a gap ot hit one of the

game's many nastis. however. and

"
playabe. |

BUBBLE BOBBLE
Frebig um £795¢5

encapsulating them in your bubbies o
1rn them into iy . More frepower
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andvarous bonuses awat s you each
he more Sfcut lster scraans. Enor
wusly oo un fa it o the cueey
side. Can 350 be played a5 one pajer
agarnst he computer
THE SPEGIATIST [ e R ras
BEST PRICES FASTEST DELIVERY! 2000 e
£14.950® Aniga £24 950k @ Alr ST
Mission Elevator 1395 Feud 6.95 et
Firepower 16.95 Leviathon 1395 Pl e gitiel o o Ak
Space Ranger 695 Ninja Mission 595
Space Battle 6.95 Phalanx 6.95
Demoliion 6.95 Cruncher Factory 6.95
Challenger 8.95 Dr. Fruit 8.95
Final Tri 595 Vader 595
Earl Weaver Basaball,... 16.95 Marblo Madness. 2095
ox 1395 Skylox 1045
Archon | & Il (2 pack) 13.95 Chessmaster 2000 16.95
Goldrunner 16.95 Starglider 16.95
Swoopar 13.95 Amiga Karate 13.95
Barbarian 16.95 Terrorpods 1695
Sky Fighter 10.45 Supor Huey 1395
Karato Kid | 16.95 Hollywood Poker 1395
Flight Simulator 2 34.95 Silent Service 16.95
Basketball 16.95 GFL Football 16.95
‘Shanghai 16.95 Winter Games 16.95
World Games 16.95 Leaderboard 1695
ADVENTURE AND STRATEGY  ONLY
Bards Tale 1695 Faory Talo 3495| | cOLOSSUS CHESS 4
King of Chicago 095 Sinba 095 S s305c
Kings Quest Il 2095 Seven Gilies of Gold 1045 | craosac e Amsuao 95
Defender of the Crown .......20.95 Deja Vu 095 | | @ At e .35 £14 950k
Uninvited 2095 Balance of Power 2095 | | et b for -t machine owners, win
SoI 20.95 The Pawn 16.95 ‘choice of 20 or 3D view, umpteen levels.
Guild of Thieves 16.95 Mindshadow 1695 | | of diculy. and myrad optons wheh
Borrowed Time 16.95 Tass Times in Tone Town ... 16.95 er you to play, watch, work out
rtal 24.95 Hacker 6.95 chess problems, etc against a fine com-
Hacker 2 1695 Deadine 2095 | | puter cpponent
Enchanter 2095 Moonmist 2a05] |
Spellbroal 2095 Leather Goddesses 2005 |
Hitchhikers Guide. 2095 Holywood Hijnx 2095| |
Sorcerer 2095 Bureavcracy 2095
Kings Quost 3 Pack! (Kings Quest . and 1) 1850
AART AND MUSIC ONLY ONLY
Instant Music: 18:50 Acgis Animator + Images ... 95 00
Acgis Images 3900 Acgis Impact 9,00 J
Acgis Draw plus 239.00 Aegis Art Pack 1 3600 A\,
Aegis Sonix 64.00 Aegis Audiomaster 96.00
Deluxe Paint 2 5250 Deluxe Print 18.50
Deluxe Music Con. Set 5250 Deluxe Video 89.00
Music Studo 2650 Paintworks 2650
UTILITIES AND BUSINESS ONLY o Sormare o0
MiAmiga Ledger 79.00 Scribble 2 79.00 S —
Pagesetter 119.00 Laserscript 36,00
Gatispl 3600 Supersaso personai...7000 | | DECATHLON. ¢ .,
15505 @ A s
MCC Pascal 71.00 Lattice C 127.00 the supreme  joystick-wagging test as
Cambridge Lis 11900 MCC ookt 31,00 || you un s ad throw youe way 1o 8
MCC Assombler 5250 K-Soka 00 | | ool medal and wori recors. Two gy
Modula 2 Standard 79.00 Modula 2 Dovelopors .......119.00 | | & opion s you wih competton
andat he price 5 uneatabl.
HARDWARE LY oy |l ekt
Locking Disk 80x (80) ....... 12,00 Furry Mouse Cover 700
Lockig Dk B 0L 590 Wi Tx soof |ELITE
35" Disks DS/DD (x10)...... 15:00 Keyboard cover B |
Arcade Microswitch Joystick 17.00 Quickshot Torbo O e
JoystickiMouse ext 495 Quickshot I 800 [ | vty ton Speres Sksan
il Prices include VAT and FIRST CLASS POST i e
VRS " Al Stock tems sent by RETURN OF POST m Sufos o e e v L
S Tc|cphone (0636) 79037 for 24 HOUR SERVICE! * bl

Dept. Ace, 6 MUMBY CLOSE,

NEWARK, NOTTS NG24 1JE

frst space games to use

15 2 shootng and trao

ing effort set across soveral galases
with plrty of varety 1o he gameplay.
You can rade legal goods in relavely)
et of

wih

your hold fll of contraband. Eiher way
there's a nce fne in 2610-G ogfighing
and as bg a task as you'l ind anywhere,

tum £7.95cs
© Amsiad £895ce

t-em-up in which you run,

d 1o blast
he oos, but f things are st 00 fough
then you can grab an exoskeleton for
extra protection and fre pomer

FLIGHT SIMULATOR 2
Sui>Logic @ Atai ST €49 95ck @ Amiga
£49950@ BM PC 249,950k

odtather of figh simul:
1is the standard by
others are judged. Athough it
| spent a ziion weeks on top of the US.
chars, it dificult 10 get hold of i the
UK. 1 you have e technolagy. s is an
essential purchase.

HEAD OVER HEELS
Ocean ® Specirum £795cs @ C64
s £12950@ Amsinad £895cs
50k @ MSX £8.95cs @ IBM PC
o

£39
n

3D exploation reaches s peak wih his

he

game's 300 ocations




are witly crawn, and the animaton is
excollent throughout. A real lassic

HIGHWAY

ENCOUNTER

Voriex (avalable on The Best of 3D

compiaton from US Gokd) @ Spectum
9cs @ Amsirad £899cs

game in tis compiaton s an

ighway ightng of theats from a mutant
1rbs of dustoins.

1, BALL
Fiebid @ Specium £195cs ® Co4
€19

A vetically scroling shootemp in
‘which your mission i 0 escue your pals

fough but there are loads of exra

eapons you can pick up on the way 1o

help, such as smart bombs of the awe-
i

every good ball knows s not o be tiled
win

INFOGRAMES'
BRIDGE

infogrames @  Amsiiad  £1295cs
£15.950k @ MSX £12.95c5

Graphicalythe best of al conract bridge
simulatons, wih large playing cards

KNIGHT LORE

Ficochel @ Specium @ £19%cs @
Amstad £1.99cs @ BBC €1 99cs

Classic mouldbreaker from Utimate that
e st o 20 ganes ot s

e
programming. techniques. have beer
improved on since, bul Knght Lo is st

an essantal part o averyons's collection
and at a budget pice, you have 1o
excuse

LAST NI

INJA-
System 3 @ Spectrum £9.9%cs @ C84
9.99cs £14990k @ Amsirad £99%cs
£14.990k @ Aar ST £19.99k

e O
bl b el
oo i i i it
vies 1o produce 10p qualty kicks and
punches against 2 wide variety of 0ppo-
s met on your tavels. hough the
scroling andscape.

LEADERBOARD
Access/US God @ Spectum €899 @
4 £99%cs £14990k® Amstrad
£9.98cs £14 990k @ Ata ST £19.990k
o iy e A
o k. s ¥ L
P T fat o iy o
evarything sisa on the playabilty and
sl sk, sy et Gt

he orginal version.tackie Tournament
Leaderboard and then World Class

Your Atari ST specialist

520 STFM Goop avaiLABILITY

atari only £279.00

Evesham Micros IMEG STFM
520STFM with IMEG memory upgrade instalied £ 338.00

10 5 a69.00
1040STE XS no. £569.00
MEGA ST2 £8
MEGA

sm

ScC

SLmz04a Inte

Philips CM“Mwlwrm itor &

Philips CMs ‘Sbove higher

£10.00 oft an.u monitors when pavhaesd W s ST.

AN ST prices include: mouse etc. PLUS 5 disks full of
P.D. software including demos, utility, wordpro & game

3 5" 10...... £ 11.95 in 10 cap plastc case £ 13.95
. disks 25...

27.95 in 40 cap plastic case £ 34.95
Fully guaranteed double sided media
RADE KIT
This kit will allow you to upgrade the memory of the 520 STFM
(NOT STM) to 1024K. Fiting equires sodeing abilty and patence.

ProCopy

version 1.5

PROTECT YOUR
TWARE
IRVESTMENT

ProCopy ST

i ST models
EoX all e Proco) Pmdue(s
\I\‘\ﬂ
copy prog
i
.V.n&,.':’.é'ﬁ ndie
Tatest protectio

&
b i e
s
£

e
it

rice (state cartridge type
o i o 185 FREE with .
0 £319

pi
n stook mt competitive price




FpINK PAGES

AMIGA A500 NOW IN STOCK
FOR ONLY £429

AMIGA PACK 1 INCLUDES
Amiga A500 % Deluxe Paint % Workbench
2 % Very First Steps Tutorial
£429.95

AMIGA PACK 2 INCLUDES
Amiga A500 + 1901 Colour Monitor 4
Deluxe Paint % Workbench 1.2 % Very
First Steps Tutorial
£679.95

MORE PACKS AVAILABLE, PHONE FOR

Cumana 1 Meg Disc Drive........ n— £130

DETAILS.

AMIGA HARDWARE
RPOUR
Sonmogs PG —  £49900
Aniga 200 tigazn 10
X1 bige i {Amiga 2000). 385 44995
Internal 1 Meg Disc Drve lAmxga znno) e fism
1010 Extemal Disc Drive 20685  £25995
Aniga nternal 1 Meg Upgrade £11385  £99.95
Triangle 1 Meg Disc Drive — £
5
9.00

A 0, o A o LRG| 358
Commadore 64 C £15
Tow instock SEGA lastr Syt £90,+ sftwars how i tock
AMIGA SOFTWARE
King's Quest (3 pack ... £24.95  Area/Bratics 29
i £8%8 Bl it
e rarmer £1875 Reansiis £
T £1378 Mhome Tin &
£1878 Mo &
hasion £1998 RoseAiar 2000 £
Alehespen £788 Fora) £
iy £8738 Tonehar RadGeiobar T Elg
N s £1288 Shaetr B
sant e Flage oo i
e £33 Puades £
Sty 29 hoas &8
o 1698 Spavavanger fse
e e 2 178 vy fass
e £1878  rend Som Farns i
T e i T
Vo 5650 Fla5e KngGuest T8
DS i
BUSINESS SOFTWARE
Word Perfect ..£239.95
Super Base .. ..£79.95
Mors Softwars than we can show please g
We are a Commodore appointed dealer
Al trade enquiries welcome
BLANK DISCS 2
£10.95 £21.50 £49.95 £97.00

Trade enquiries welcome

Lockable disc boxes 3.5” holds 80 9.95

11 Silk St, L
Phone now for — Tel: (0942) 673689
t: Sound N Vision P.&P,/VAT INCLUDED
nowroom. Send S.A . for price list
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Spend over £50 on Software and get a Free Calculator

Esounm N visioN [&]

Leaderboard (based on
inclucing St Ancrews, and also contan-
ing the Gauntlet Country Chb, a course
devised by Access o be as dificull as
possite)

!.IGHTFORCE

L @ Specium &7 95cs @ C64 €8.95cs |

k@ Amsirad 350
Fast_verscally scroling. shoot-emup,
which broke some new groun

Spectnum by
ot an atibse

Vasod sk wicing o s forne

tons make the a

anding game which
can easiy become a hab.

LORD OF MIDNIGHT
Spectrum £995 cs @ C64
Fyt o

me which can be played
argame or a5 a graphic
adventure. The best way 1o play the
jame is 1o combine the o elements

o play 5 ove epic. The argamo

MAGIC KNIGHT

TRILOGY

Masterionic @ Kright tyme
99 cs Amstrad €2

Spectrum

C64 £299 cs @ Stom
£299 cs Am:

This trlogy is a series of menu-driven
e adventures which, as wel as all
the expecied running and jumping, have
a complex system of neracton between
characiers. In Spelbound you must res

cue Gimbal the Wizard from the fear-

some Castie of Kar: n Kright Tyme you
have 10 find a way back in time afier
being catapulted inlo the 25ih centuy

| whie in Stormringer, the final part, we
| ind hat the magic knight has been spit

o merge the two hahes. But how? Lots
of acion, penty of thought and good
graptics make al throe wimers

MARSPORT
Gargork Gans @ Spocium £335cs @
Amsirad £9.95cs &

Take the part of Cammander John

mous space staton where the game is
Set. Like he earler Gargoyke games, Tir
Na Nog and Dun Darach, ti is goo,
thoughtprovoking suf

MATCH DAY

rum £795cs @ C64

cean @ Spac
58955 £13.95dk
Defintey he footbal game on micos;
magnicent anmation, great gamepa,
wisous and skl compuleroppaneris. A
possibi fival o Maich Day looms on the
horizon, however - Malch Day 2is s00n
Gue for release on Commodore and
Amstrad CPC machings.

MERCENARY
Novagen ® C64 £995cs £12950k @
Amstrad £9.95cs £18 950k

Fly around a iy of siange buings and
explore the maze of underground pas-

Palars or Mechanads or play them off
against each oher

PITSTOP 2
EpyUS Gold ® Avaable only on Epyx
Epcs complaton @ 64 £9.95cs
£14 253K @ 1B PC £29950k (1 comp:
Winter Games and Summer



Thiling racng game where the escreen
is splt into w0 and you can race the

mputer or a friend. Lols of diferent
(Grand Prix cifuis, tyte bow-outs and of
course the almportant pisiops guaran
tee 10 give you hand cramp and your
bran a real acig et

POWERPLAY

Arcana @ Amsiad £8.95cs £14 950k @
54 £8 9505 €14 950k

I you want o ry out your general know:
‘edge, we reckon you'd be beter of wih
s gl e chabrgg bt
of stalegy game and quz than wit the
ity monserselg Tl Pt
Graphicaly very prety i is seting or

fon Park and Oulton Park_Features high
S s s 5

PINK PAGES‘

TLRTLE OFT et

Ym0
R
Arcs 530 + Coman 35 0O + P 883 Coio

% As well2s Delux Paint, Basic, Workbench, Utiicies, Manuals and Tutorial %

AMIGA PERIPHE!
Al s o rve o st 209 20935

Mount Olympus

QUEDEX

‘Thalamus @ C64 £9.99cs £14.99dk
In ths impressively challenging game
You must sieer a metalic ball through ten

¥
i
3

h,
bl 0 ol . by
absoring

REVS PLUS

(b £9.95cs £12 950k @ BBC £1295cs
£14.350K (avalable fom Superor Soft
ware)

er gl
Weaving around the other racers and
negoliaing the comars, partcularly the
notorous chicane, call or practice and
precision control

sci LE

Leisure Genus ® Specium £9.95cs @
64 £1295cs £14950k @ Amsrad

£3.95c5 £14 950k @ 1BV PC £24 95k

The hugely popular word game transia

SENTINEL

Fiebid @ Spectum £995cs @ 64
£995s £14950 @ Amsvad £9.95cs
£14.350k ® Atar ST £19.950k

Biare ard compein iy game
game played ove

portay real Gcuis, starting wih Brancs
Halch; Revs Pus adds fve more: Siker
stone, Snetterton, Nurburging, Doning

.8 paret donsed 4 b e Seniel
ok 0

il yng o m e S fom
b o ar ain and fast
bt galbuml)
very original and lage - 10,000 possile
landscapes - game,

® Spectum £995 @ C64
£995cs £11.950k @ Amsirad €9.95cs
£14.950k

T sy e wes oo o he s o

SHADOWFIRE
Bayond

collectively known s the Enigma Force
and uses them in an atmpt o rescue
the ambassador Kiyix, who is ebing

ipuiated sep
aratey using the. cons from various

0500 o0 D Ly o (1) LOW LOWPRICE 2%

ou

[SPECIALS (Limited Stoc) e pice

s 1081 cto e

Conmodore 128+ Tape Racrder i+ o P

om0 o g 3 Gome 1999 1034
s

& Scre (NECS)

aica sor1000 Games

(icrsowa Tou
Retsy
e
Prarae - Soerb e i
o 35 106 Worae W) s 2545
w U39 D95 Zimefons o 123 () % 5155

TURTLE PRICES ARE THE ONES TO JUDGE THE COMPETITION BY WE
| ARE SURE WON'T FIND LOWER PRICES AND FREE DELIVERY FIRST CLASS]
VICE AT FIRST CLASS PRICES

Hour Service with your VisuAcces decals
TUrtiesoft. DeptACE, 35 ragk S Courtyard,

cham, Lincs. NG31 6RY
‘Subject o avaiabiy, e wichin 24 Hrs. EROE
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PeiNK PAGES

A HOMEVIEW

ATART
OEALER 206 Brockley Rosd, Brockisy, London §.6.4 2RA DFALER
Tei: 01691 0207

Completerange of Atari Computer Hardware and Sof ware aiso,

large range of Amiga, Sega hardware and softwar

o e
Callin ind(hilavt’ﬂzup of coffee. ——

ATARI

menus that can bo calld up. They have
Gferent characterstcs, and hei indvid
ualtalents must be explited in order o
survve. Payed against a very tough ime
i, Shadowire requires the player 1o
react switly under pressure and stelch-
s tactcal abitts 10 he ful,

SHANGHAI

Actvision C64 £9.99cs £14.990k @ Alai
ST £19996K @ Amiga £24 936k @ B
PCE19.980k

Thoroughiy
game played with represeniations of
MahJongg tles. The 144

asditive  patence-styl

‘which can be taken fom the pyramid

wihout disiodging any other tes. The

Attention All
Adventurers!

objectis 10 remove al ies. Optinal fea
‘ures incude two player, loumament and
Sow k. A s e acnaly
playable, but the swnring graphi

o A v aomrs Bt ot
oaded up again and ag

SKULLDIGGERY
Nexus @ Aan ST £16.95

‘Bouddrdash -cone that completely out
do s partcular

rdash,
above) you'te dgging for diamonds in
caverns over 100 diferent sreens - with
a time it for each screen. Skuldggery
scores on playablly (sasier screens o
begin with and a choice of staring pont)

Cut Price
\“\—,00 w\o‘\o"“ Software/Hardware

o o Wargames

S et (led Adventure
o e n T

e i oV <s©  Simulation
GORe Speciali

“‘s7°“ Ca “\,\90“

" 1
0“\‘:1@3“““ \,e»OC“ Run by Enthusiasts
# o « for Enthusiasts
WOLIOR et

el 0
oM S  Atari Apple
[ cC¥ Commodore/Amiga

G gl\ IBM/Amstrad P

oK g BBC  AMSTRAD
Mail Order Anywheve or Visit Our Retail Store
Callin for a Coffee & a Chat!  JEY

COMPUTER ADVENTURE WORLD
1A Charing Cross, BIRKENHEAD L41 6EJ, England
Telephone 051 666 1132 (Mon/Sat 10am-5pm)
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SORCERY

Virgn @ Amsirad €8 95cs ® C64 28 95cs
As near to graphic pefecton as you'te
ey 0 get, this arcade adventure is no

‘louch on the gamepiay sde efther. As a
you have to
fly round the landscape - dung

ihic use caroull. Good 10 fsten and
e

SPINDIZZY
Electic Dreams ® Specium £9.99s @
64 £99%cs £14990k @ Amsirad
£9.9cs £14.990k

Tromendous st steer your spinning

harcer
da ot of
nice touches, but the exploration's the
hig.

(7 P—

TS

SPY v

Beyond @ Specium £995cs @ Co4

£995cs £14350k @ Amsvad £9.95cs
K

IS the spies from MAD magazine up to

he ofher' progress, but be
caret tht they don't backire.

STARGLIDER

Ranbid @ Spectrum €14 95cs £19 95dk




£14.35c £17.950k @ Amstiad
S350 155 @Mt T S2455
© Amiga £20 950k @ BM P
Stargloer s a shootemup cum siralegy

View flom the cockpt, your objctve s o
Egron Who.have invaded your

nari, but an outstanding game.

SUMMER GAMES
EpyxUS Gold @ 064 £9.9 cs £14 950k
Y 14Tk S G
only) @ 1B PO £20.
Epyx sporing simuations are of hig
walty but rone have quie capiured the
lpiey e of o orgo S
ames and s mmedite su
Sirver s 2. Ove o3 APtE
can take part in high jump, gymnasiics,
sprgpond i oy pvn ot
pole vaut - and others - wih
o0 e s e
tion throughout. Contol of your athete
can be complex o praciece 15 recom.
mended.

TAU CETII‘CADEM'
CRL @ Spactium €9 95¢5 @ C64 £ 95cs
£14950 @ Amstrad £995cs £14 95dk
© Atar ST 19,950k @ Amiga £19 950k
Pt sndasostanp and 6
e s 1 b rcysmooh

Tk e Wit T e
s s e i e o
Rai-rasing misions as 2 space cadel. In
Acasemy you get 10 design your own
space skimmer crafias well

THEATRE EUROPE

PSS @ Specium £995cs ® 64128
£395cs £14950k @ Amsirad £995cs
£14950k

Set just info the e, his stategy

‘comopoRE su/is

oetween th

Europe should the unihinkable hap

THINK!

D o Spacm <130 @ cot
£195s @ Amsirad €1 9

ety e by Aradat) i
price, but now avalable for a fracion of
that from Firebr. s  horrily addictve
game played on a 646 gid - eiher one
or two player — i which you atfempt to
connect four counters, horizontaly, vet
caly o dagoraly. A compeling puzzle
which incorporates many addiional fea:
tures and sk levels.

THRUST

Fiebitd ® Spectum £198cs ® C64
£1.99cs @ Amsirad £1.95c

Terriyingly sensitve controls and a large:
heipingof reabHfe physis make this bud

planet, you have 10 pick up fuel and
Gesiroy hostle gun furrets wihout rash.
g ino the tunnel wals. Tough enough
a5 s, but hen youve 9ot fo make the
retun journey with a heavy load sung
under your craft. Very mean, very addic
tive,

'ACE READER OFFERS !

Please rush me the following ftems from the ACE Reader Offer |
| age ot nor Pk Pages 1
Tite ACEPrice
I 3 , 1
1 I 1
0 1
i e
13 I
1 1
1 7 | 1
Is 1
i - 1
& Total Software Order sl |
1 1
1 'CSEE':B'Q: 'mm SUBSCRIPTION ORDERS 1
& o for 12 ssuo subscrpton 1o ACE costng |
T ’“EEWS"“S‘”" mgs msenmes you 10 £10 off your software order. |
1 Sonaret Tav 708 Software Order less £10 discount wors |
1 Mo stamp equroa i Boxhmns 10 for A s I
1 posiod mihe €10 wie 2£R0 I
B mpoliadis Subscribers total payable Lk
1 1
In 1
1 1
| Address L 1
| ]
S S e H
T (it poss) Computer I
; > TR 1
| Method of payment ACCESS+ [VISA+! CHEQUE: PO. 1
| Cred. card no. Exp.date i

1 Please make out cheques and postal orders to Future Pubisting Lta. |
| This form is valid until January 31st, 1988 1

-===-"‘_========:====='J

'ACE READER OFFERS |

| Please rush me the i e ece o oo
| Pages (just before Pink Pages).
| Ordercode Tite ACEPrice

1

2
3

1
[}
1
I
1
1
14
Is
1
1
1
is
1

Total Software Order aoxn
Send s form o SUBSCRIPTION ORDERS
mm‘:os";;m';m Tiokhere for a 12 sue suscripion to A cosing
ik £17.95. The enties you o £10 f your sofareor
1 Somaet Thit 788 Sotware Order less £10 discount 88
1 No stamp required if  (Box A mus £10. box As fess han
fedmtha UK, T10 wie ZER0
| Chametards o S ol poscs woo
| Name.
e
]
| i
1 Phone (if poss) Computer

1
| Method of payment  ACCESS« VISA+ CHEQUE: P.O
| Cred. card no. Exp.date

1 Ploase make out cheques and postal orders to Future Publishing Lid.
| This form is valid until January 31st, 1988

s Gl s e o e S o sl . i



FRINK PAGES

YORK COMPUTER CENTRE
THE SPECIALIST IN YORKSHIRE

Atari ST's from £245
Atari 130XE £129
Commodore Amigas (with voucher) £476
Commodore 64 from £125
Spectrum +2 £149
Sega Master Console £99
Nintendo Games Console £99

* kK

Plus a very wide range of programs for all the
above machines at discount prices.
* * K
Also disc drives, monitors, printers, joysticks,
books, blank tapes and discs all at competitive
prices.

Please call for details on 0904 641862 or
visit our shop in the centre of York

9 Davygate Arcade, Davygate, York
[ 0904 641862

SOFTWARE
50 HIGH STREET HANHAM BRISTOL 815 30
24 HOUR ANSWER POOHS FOR K41 QUGS
NEW TITLES AVAILABLE FROM DAY OF
RELEASE FOR ST AND AMIGA.

ATARI ST AMIGA
et 03 1850 SwyFighier 1250
1550 Hontlor R 1850
1850 Dotendor i Ciown 2%
2450 Thep l8%0
1750 Guidol Trieves e
1250 Surgider 1850
1200 Loviahan 5%
1700 Impact 7%
1850 Pidos 170
1850 Teroposs 1850
1850 Baaian 1850
1250 Aienfiies 200
2750 AcicFor 250
185 Borowed Time. 1900
1900 Demton 875
1250 FayTde w0
Sevimian Gon ot 1900 Fignsmil Py
10 Piyor 1875 GrandsiamTonrs 2%
180 1500
Gorarke 1280 KnghiOre 1690
don B 1900 Loaderboar 1900
ign Seml 3995 Laadabonrd Toumament a7
Figh Sl Scanery Disk? 2650 Laather Goddor 280
Gaumd 1900 Kiabio Magness Pl
Golgunner 1900 Pna 87
Gulof Thioves 1900 2800
Hads Nabuk 550 SloriSenics 19
Hotywood tine 250 Sioas 200
iptrprsse T80 Suowas 250
Leagerooars 1600 Sonix 7000
loadortnard Tourmament 85 Utmail 1900
Keightore 165 Unitod 200
' 180 Batio a7s
1900 1650
Notocross 1900 Dolox Pan2 12000
VAT POpayaeto

ighspoed Sofw
oo donptci i 4 e slow 7 dor

144 Asvanced Conputer Entetanment

m £9 955 @

'OMAHAWK
Dighal Integration ® Spectrum
Amsrad £995:s £1495k @ M ST
24 9501
One of the alime great fight simulators,

Tomahawk aiso has a strong combat
edge o . Fiyng a US Army Apache hel:
cople is a complex business, and the
game's realstic controls make no con-
cessions for leamer piots. Chaode one
of the three combat missions and you
can fy out o aftack ground target, whie
Keaping a weather oye oopen for enemy
aitcrat. Landscape, buidings and veh
cls are all rawn i cisp vector graph

URIDIUM
Hawson @ Specium €8 95cs @ C64
£2995cs £1295% @ BAC £995cs

come packages wih the
excalent Paracrot

VULCAN
CS® Spectrum £9.95cs @ Amsirad
£996cs.

A elegani, simple and ingerious
wargame, Viican covers the Tunisian
campaign of 194243 A huge playing
area and air attack phase make the

aulors carler works Amhom and
Desert Rats. Vuican i fat, efficient and
simgle o play. and no sellrespecing

wargamer should be witout i

WIZBALL
Ocean @ Specium€7 95cs @ Amstiad
Shoss £ @ Col i

A compeling and original ball game in
which you  become the wizbal and

Controling the wizbal is great fun and
of the most playable
‘game to have appeared or  ong ime.

makes this one

OR

Logotion @ Spect
Amstrad €9.95cs £14950k @ BBC
£9 955 £12 950k

mm €7.95¢s @

Extromaly icky maze game involving the
player coniraling two shields, and cor
lecting masks though 15 mazes, which
increase in complexiy as you progress.
Aiso in later stages, fish and cickens e

equres planning o complete successiu-
1

zoips
Marlech @ Spectum £795cs ® C84
£8.95cs £14.950k ® Amstrad E895cs

game of the toy, an icon-driven

50 engrossing il t's well wort perse:




Readers Page

This space (and much, much more if you want
it) is waiting to be filled by YOU...

‘Small ads, club announcements, event details, pen pals, adven-

ture contacts. If you want to reach out to tens of thousands of

readers spread around the world then this is the place to do i.

Entry is FREE but please note that software sales announce-

ments and trade advertisements will not be accepte

Adventure Helpline.
From next month we'll be printing the names and addresses of
those brave souls who have entered the darkest locations of
Adventureland - and returned to tell the tale. If you have complet-
ed an adventure and would like to help others who may be expe-
riencing difficulty with the game, then use the form below to list
the games you've completed and post it off post-haste! Adventure
contacts have found in the past that they not only get the salisfac-
tion of helping others, but also make many friends in the process.
Fame, immortalty, and interational recognition at last!

P

Pink Pages Coupon
(use this form to send in your entry for inclusion on the
Ping Pages Rndnu Section. Write in block capital
re acceptable)

otocopie:

Name:

Address:

Postcode

Text for entry (max. 100 words except for
Adventure Helpline):

PINK PAGESY

i
1945 Sia0re
a8 ey

REMEMBER... WE GUARANTEE DELIVERY WITHIN
7 DAYS OR YOUR MONE)
AYpices incude VAT and PAP. Make chequss. FO's payableto:

FLEET MICRO COMPANY
Unit25, "sn.mn" 677 High nud Soum Benfleet,
x SS7 SSFTel

MICROWARE COMPUTER SERVICES

AMIGA HARDWARE

inc.Doluxe Pant mocuiaor & Starer 0
A S0 . Deun P ot & S Pac 81081 Golout Mo 108 -
'ATiga 500 nc. elure Pain modulator & S Pack + NEC 3112 Disc D £5%
A oe1 B
PERIPHERALS
1081 meciun e coar monior
Phips ATHES mad. 106 colout monor e 2
P 8352 mai e oot montor 50700 55
NEC 312" ao0K decar 7
512K AAM xpanst
Do viw lwin AS00. £
Eaty drawig abls o o
200 s or 1000 e
20 RAM oxpansion or A1000 &0
ATARI HARDWARE
an ST 72V g v, vt s e

oy 55

P £
a1 XE and compur garos cond wih oysick i
ACORN
Acom Archimaas taing crde row,pries om €799 10£1198

AMIG SOFTWARE Small selection of over 200 tities

PO Box 2, Skegness, Lincolnshire
PE25 2QL. Tel: 0754 610217
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PIHE BLITTER END

THE BLITTER END...

e rrelacy
vy
Ra.

2
R B A Db o
Bach s probatly sing in s grave - Wesnil Misic have come up wih a progran (o the Amstad
that churs out melodies i three part harmony, ad i any of them sound promising, ust hit a
) S0 73 1 oo Vol e ) it T oo & o
a copyright notice, post it 10 John pee!, waitfor the millons to oll in, and no-one will ever know.

Programmer Brian james claims o have taken over Seven years to develop Mastercomposer. the
program composes in any key and in different styles — igs, walizes, calypsos and amrches. f chess
programs demonstrate ‘machine intellgence', then Mastercomposer demansirates machine creatity
weres th bt et comes v e paciage Corlct West Vs, 75 Beech Road, Westl
Skene, Aberdeenshire, AB3 6WR - bul at £49 for the full version (£15 for a siimmed-down editon) ifs
ot exactly going for @ song.

rouble with their Amsirad disks of Gaunliet. The
disks in question had their Gauntlet labels stuck
on rather clumsily, and on closer inspection
proved 1o have Basidon Bond labels (as in The.
Adventures of.. ) undemeath. So did the disks

Better Blitter
Jez San, author of Rainbid vector graphics hi
Stargider , took tme of from the game's soon-to
appear (but as yet uniitd) sequel to phone us
and poit out a king-sized OOPS in AGE issue 3.
It appears that the Amiga biter column in the | have he wrong game on them, you ask? No
Upgrade Stakes feature shouid have been twice | actualy, they were fotaly biank. Curouser and
the height ether | curouser
more impressive showing. OK, well come ¢
on ths one: t was - et -  typographical eror Thanks to.
Ths monih the ACE feam tak their hafs off to
Tim Moore (Liberalor, ST Solomon's Key and
many ofhers) for a great litle ST freeze-frame
utity tha should come in vy handy indeed; lan
Burley for some tfic photos at short nofice
Bath Computer Shack for ther help wih carlier
issues. and Deith Leisure of London wihout
‘whom Arcade ACE would be impossible.

guing it an alto

Blankety Blank

A handlul of gamesplayers have been having

PR problems
Many software houses hire PR comparies o
handle their pubic

iy for them. And many PR
one software
look after CRL

So perhaps we shouldnit be too surprised
that one fine morning a press release came
telling us all about the latest CAL game — on
notepaper headed Martech. O is his ust th first
stage in a massive amalgamation? We'll have a
better (dea when we get the next press release.

(Gary ek n o st Gremins pamoorlpush ot he
compuler game and b gane bearng s ram.Gay'sben
g0aHoss st i eason o Brclona i i et salsof
e pragan?

Next month..
Clear up the post-Xmas blues with an
effervescent New Year dose of ACE! We'll
be administering:
ENSORSHP - could they cut games?
© the complete business on GANES CRE-
ATORS

@ areview of the incredible QUANTUM
PANTBOX for the ST

© a musical bash-em-up of DRUNKIT
reviews

@ aninterview with the President of Jap
arcade giants CAPCY

@ pink pages expanded 10 include PERIPH
ERALS

@ a trenchant LOOK BACK AT87 by a major
industry figure
PLUS al the usual reviews, news, adven-
tures and letters.

Funny photos
Its been et So1d ACE some
s montn, it n the red
con very unpleasant screenshols of
semoowelied women sian by the Whiechapel

zarre photos of

murderer (no names. no pubiciy); and in the
blue comer, some lurid digitised pics of the
improbably named Tina Small sent in by a read:

1 of pecular tastes. 1 @ corer al of s very
this one of self-s

Retion TSR OT IO 6T Homeview T
Ashcom P St Silca She
Bath Comp. Shack 3 Jade Software’ Super Save
Byteback W1 KC ind N Vision
Bs. i3 Konami Storm
Chips 135 Ladbroke. Store Soit
Codetiase 108 LightSpecd legames.
Compum: 7 mailc Turtlesoft
Computer Adventure World 142 Megabyte ynesol
Computer Magic . Ultima
DaH 39 Microprose US Gold 161733 787
Electronic Arts G&1  Microware erran
ham 2 139 Mirrorsoft Video Va
Fleet rtd Wight Compus
Goel 32 Woolworths i
Gremiin iFC3  Psygnosis 144
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INTRODUCING

SPECTRUM
COMMODORE
AMSTRAD CPC
KDL Cassette £14.95

GRAPHICS Disc £17.95

Mitral — An abandoned Moon — An unstable Moon about to blow — A defence system set on automatic —
Lasers that don’t miss — Scanners that hunt you out. Mitral is MASSIVE
“The 3D presentation is Spectacular” siNcLAIR USER. “A Major Breakthrough”amsTRAD UsE.
“A New 3 Dimensional Reality . .. WOW!” crasH.
THE DRILLER EXPERIENCE - IT'S JUST LIKE BEING THERE!
(© 1987 INCENTIVE SOFTWARE LTD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. | i1 §#Y#¥J: ™ IS A TRADEMARK OF INCENTIVE SOFTWARE LTD,

incentiv% 2 MINERVA HOUSE, CALLEVA PARK, ALDERMASTON, BERKSHIRE RG74QW (07356) 77288

OFTWARE - LT



SPECTRUM  AMSTRAD

795 8.95

COMMODORE
AMSTRAD  COMMODORE

14,95 12,95






