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SPECIALS

an ST oran Amiga
(assuming you don't have
one aready)? Coultbe
that the machine for you is
aciualy. gasp. aPC?
ACE takes a close look at
the BM hardware spec
and asks whether this
couk e th games sian
dard of the 1990s.

32 Playing games with IBM
If you bought Amstrad's PC200, what would you have
o play with? Having checked out the hardware, we.
take a close, criical look at PC-games.

36 It's a rip-off!
oris t? Clone oftware s treatening he uture of
oensed games. Whatever their legal status, angry

A

114 Play yourace!

Weve gotsome goodies o gve away o those who've
gothe guts o tellus what tey rally tink 2bout ACE,
ife the uiverse, and games sofware f you wan
real say on what goes i the mag,this i your chance

INTERFACE

The biggest secret at the PC Show was a new

machine that ideas about consoles.

Katakis and The Great Giana Sisers. Who's next?

119 The ACE Fido awards

We've seen some furkeys n our ime, but these
(games really take th biscuit. ACE instues the Fido
awards for those rare s
that aspir fo unique
standards of aul-
ness. Keep your
sick bag handy.

94 Get smart

Andy Witon calls out for 2 new kind o game - one
that bites back (and doesn't go woo)

84 Radiant Role-play?

Pools of Radiance attempts to encapsulate the
ADED experience n an a computergame. Does it
succeed?

anoon

PR

coLn

paaee 1p2

HEAD BODY HEEr

Gt your ear o the ground.

Aglimpse of Thun-
derblade on Spectum
and ST, plus other
goodes snalched
from the drawing

andis due toand soon.

The burning issues oftoday, discussed by the people
who matter - you

Afer 170 pages, you need aest. Thisisnt .

SIGHT...

Brian Larkman checks out the new picture-making
products at e PC Show,vsis e people befind
Krightmare, and assesses the PC's capables as a
graptics teminl,

......AND SOUND

,

GAMEPLAY

Operation Woltstaks this monts pages; R-Type:
blastsin, Aocket Ranger takes oftand wha should
you siake on Joan of Arc? We play the games, you
getthe verdict.

‘and how much bi

When it comes to 80 ealism, The Last Apostle Pp
pet Show s something else...plus Forgotten Worids,
Gangbustes,and PO,

Just what sort of produce
Equinoxe and a tring ofoter hits? Mark Jerkins
investgates.

f1and a map of
Barbarian I notto mertion Etetps for ST owners
and host of ther tips and pokes.
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tipson Lords of Time and other teasers, plus th final
instalment of The Pigrim's Guide o The Pawn.

Win an Aniga!
Plus dozens of
other e gifs
every month n
the great ACE
giveanay.

s o every month you gt chance to wina prize
T .. Like what? we hear you cy. Look for your-
o - W' not ereto spoonieed eaders yknow.

OK-youte mean, lazy, and fssy. Too mean o pay
ulprice for your games, too lazy 1o go to the shops,
and100 fussy 0 play anyting but op-notch games
These pages, wihgeat e atup to 4 o, were
made foryou

Asubscripion1o ACE puts you a he font of ener-
tanment lechnology AND gives you he chance to
Tecover your whole subscrptioncharge by ordering
US Gold games at ha price. Go for i

ACE PINK PAGES

This months
the bestpuzz
partof ACE's mor
by buying oy treo,

148 Upgrade Guide

The machines, he facts, and the pri
make that cucial upgrade decision pr
gance o,

151 Random Access

ACE goss ape wih N'Gar Thrombobo, e ACE:

cossword,prize puzzl, and other e
diversons tha should keep you busy il the next

165 Reader's Pages
Smallads, bigbusiness. ACE readers make deals,
o help on advriures, el hardware, sk penpals,
and form user groups. T of e marketplace n
the peace o your ing room, brought (0 you by..you

The whole future of computer entertainment could depend on what happens
next. Household name Amstrad have taken no risks by launching a cut-price,
unexciting PC compatible aimed at the home market. Meanwhile, a little known
hardware firm are taking a terrifying risk with a high-power, completely non-
standard console. They'll both want support from the UK's software houses
over the next six months -~ but who's going to get it?

There's a lot more riding on this than just the bank accounts of the two
firms involved. The micro scene is crawling with new-age machines - technical
wonders like the Acorn Archimedes, Atari ABAQ and Flare One - that can't
quite seem to break the stranglehold of compativilty. This month ACE sizes up
the opposing forces: how does the incredible power of modern custom silicon
stack up against the PC's safety in numbers? Is there still money in being origi-
nal, or do people just want more of the same?

Originality's not just a hardware issue of course. On the software side of
things, cloning can mean big business and even bigger trouble.Do you know
your Ramparts from your Rampage? Can you tell the difference between
Road Blasters and Overlander? Check out our expose of copycat games, and
find out why the big software houses don't think imitation is the sincerest form
of flattery.

Oh, and while we're on the subject, take a look at the ACE masthead
(that's the box directly below this one). Notice anything different? In the spirit of
originality, we've got ourselves a new editor. Graeme Kidd first wrote for us
way back in issue 4, but now we've got his awesome experience and ency-
clopaedic games knowledge on our side full time. Just as well now that Pro-
duction Editor Rod Lawton has moved over to work on our startlingly innova-
tive sister publication New Computer Express. We're stil looking for a new full-
time staff writer, by the way, so if you think you cut the crumpet, write to us
and tell us why. You should be over 18, know games backwards, and be able
to express yourself well using the written word. Go for it!

The Ace Team.

n Street, BATH BA1 1EJ Tel 0225 446034
Fax 0225 446019, Telecom Gold 84:TXT152

Cooke, Graeme Kidd Reviews Editor 80t Wzde Features Editor Andy Witon
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WHAT’S THE SCORE?

It fun, fast, exciting and addictive. MicroProse
Soccer keeps you on your toes, however often you

play.

Challenge the computer o a friend, competing
in the World Cup, Intemnational Challenge or the
indoor league.

An overhead perspective of the pitch makes it
easy to play good graphics and sound effects make
every matchseem real. ;

Fully animated players can perform a whole
variety of movements, including overhead and
banana kicks. There are 29 different teams and a
unique action-replay facility.

What's the score with MicroProse Soccer? Its a
winner.

Pick up the best football kit. Now available for
Commodore 64/128 Disk £19.95, Cassette £14.95,
1BM PC -+ Compatibles £24.95.

Coming soon for Atari St, Amiga, Spectrum and

r VN
o {9

ATION o SOFTWARE

MicroProse, 2 Market Place, Tetbu ry, Glos, GL8 8DA. Tel: 0666 54326




winner: the WIRED title sequ igned by Matt
roduced by Davi ‘of Snapper Films.
Computor anlmation oy Dt Peturen Lhe

GRAPHICS UNLIMITED
W Matt Nicholson reports from the Computer Animation Film Festival
omputer animation is an expensive business,

and the Computer Arimation Film Festival -
held in Wembley on 11th October - was dominated
fihe

NAVIGATION
AND DENIAL...

elsh hardvare wizards

w Konix, makers of the mega-
selling Speedking joystick,are set
o elease a pair of products that
should make the games-playing
world a happer place to inhabit.

Offcial confirmation is
available for the release of the
Konix Navigator,a otk ich
claim looks and feels even
better han th Spescing Th
Speedking s a tough act to
follow”, commented Sandra
Holloway one of Konix's Directors,
“and we wanted to be sure that we
excelled ourselves with the
Navigator” she continued.
Designed to it snugly i either
hand, the Navigator contains
microswitch-based innards and
should be available in your local
computer shop as you read this,
priced at £14.99

While happy to wax on

‘companies that can afford it Here was the Smarties

enthusiastically about their new
p h

ik,
rumours of a new games console

paste ‘Sp: gers', but
in amongst them was some genuinely inspiring and
innovaive work.

It s00n became obvious that last year's winner
Luxor' had set ;

in the
‘midde of next year. "Console, what

supremo Wyn Holloway was
, but

prepared

soitwas the Student that
isan btk find
againstjustone from the UK. From MIT came ‘Coolie Ges Scared, Cootie | themselves getting a good run for
being a e six-legged creature that has been endowed with some of the their money in the console market
fatest Al techniques, so thatthe animator can leave the creature fo work out | during 189

‘Wha it wouid do in the next frame. Another entry had been animated by a
(Cray X-MP, possibly the most poweriul computer in the word, and no prizes
for uessing it wasn' ours!

9
diferet this time round: winner of the Features & Shorts saction went to
“Technological Threat which used computers to generate charactersations
siright out of those Chuck Jones shorts crawn 40 years ago. An award could
a0 have gone to Apple Computer here, whose Pencil Test was created
solly on ts Mac Il micro rather than on the £50,000-plus machines usually
employed.

, during which an the

o sequence o Chanme Fuurs‘wwed‘ hy n-gnar Pictures, was. odoed
ould be,

commercial emlmnmeM

SHOW NEWS

he 20th Electron and BBC Micro User Show runs from
November 11th to 13th, and if you find the Archimedes an
ing machine, a trip to the New Horticultural Hall, Greycoat
London could pay dividends - visit the witily-named

Wonderful World of the Archimedes' section and be amazed.
Atari owners may prefer a trip to Alexandra Palace for the Atari
Show which runs from 25th-27th November in the West Hall, while
owners of Commodore machines will find plenty of interest at the
Commodore show, running in the Novotel, Hammersmith, between
18th and 20th Noveriber Further detsils fram Database

Exhibitions, on 0625

While confirmation for the
rumoured console is nigh

An officially acknowle
Konix product - the Navigator,
in Artist’s Impression form.

iy Konix

NEWS

graphics and sound like you've
only ever previously heard
coming out of a dedicated
synthesiser. And expect to be

playing some amazing games on a
Konix-backed console by the
‘middle of next year. Software
won't be exclusively cartridge-
based, and a variety of interesting
peripherals are likely to 5

are p:mnn; to launch a major

basic

unit (Much more n the way o

product
year. m “console that doest

exist is set o be a thoroughly

‘amazing piece of hardware packed

Navigators.)
ite the fact that the.
console ‘doesn't exist’, a number

n inte
power of machines such as the discussions with Konix. Maybe
‘Amiga, and will cost about as they're just working on a

Expect very, very fast

know otherwise.
Advanced Computer Entertainment 7



NEWS

ACE ON THE ROA

anchester, Home of The

Smiths, Granada Television
and long-standing software house
Ocean. The ACE team jumpedin the
statf BMIW (for BMW read 2GV) and
headed up the M6 0 see wha the
Mancurian Big Boys were going 1o be.
releasing on an unsuspecting games
playing publo ths Christmas... and
early nextyear.

“The ofcial vrsion o he Tato
coin-op hit Operation Wt (reviewed
this ssue) st frst game due in the
shaps, and willbe swifly followed oy
another conversion ofa coinop hi,
this time Data Easts Bag Dudes
Versus Dragon Ninja (which must be

This early shot shows you the
kind of graphics you can
expect in Dragon Ninja for the

Fottom looks toun

in the running for the Worse game
name ofthe year award). Because
its such a mouthtul s not surprising
Ocean have shartened the nam
plain of Dragon Ninja. The game is a
horizontally-scroling beat-em-up in
which you have o work your way

book original

conlronting some of his arch eneies,
lie The Pengin and The Fiddler.
Expect plenty of puzzles and objects
to colect and manipulate (stre them
in your Bat Uiy Belt) In keeping
with the Batman image, no-one will
actaly get iled in the game.
Continuing the fcence theme,
‘Ocean are also working on the mico
versions of two recent cut fims,
Robocop and Rambo I, Aobocop's
due on the 8bit machines just before
Christmas with the 16-bit versions
following inthe New Year. An arcade
version of the game is also being
developed by coin-op company Data
East and although Ocean may be
incorporating features of the coin-op,
their version of Robocop wonitbe a
staight conversion, but a game that
follows the pot of the fim closely —

female) by punching and Kicking them
1o obiivion. f you'e lucky you might
be able 0 pick up a dagger or sword
o make your job easier.

the Ocean liences dont
stop atcoin-ops. Ifyou were 0 leam
they were developing a game based
on the character Batman, you'
probably think you were feading a
magazine thats some two or hree:

including a
impressive ED208.

Robocop slugging it out on
the Spectrum with the ED20.

ol o folows e i

ﬂ

b
A—

l

Orions Belt on the ST showing the cockpit view of a strange
alien structure - should you blow it up or ask it to take you to
it's leader?

are curently working on anoher, new,
" the.

Caped Crusader The game has a
strong ‘comic book feel and though
the plt(s) naven't been finalised,
you'lbe controling Batman and

8 Advanced Computer Enterainment

o
you s i Trautman who
has been captured by the Russians in
Afghanistan. Playing with a point-of
view perspective, you see things

through Ramba's eyes and have to moon around Satum. The action is
negotiate minefields ay boobytraps | viewed from the cockpit and you'l
‘and search a Russian camp, blowi have over 60 robotic adversaries fo
‘away soldiers and anything else that | contend with,al presented in
moves while you do i.Unike stunning solid 3D animation.ft won'
Batman, Syi ‘
far from bloodless, so action fans will |~ contend with puzzies to get exira
find plenty o keep them happy. weapons and equipment fo your
Ocean's next original product vehicie, and part o the action wil
strategy/shoot-em-up tentaively complexes.
called Orion's Bet for development tlooks like games players
purposes. Mike Crowley and Danny |~ country wide are going 0 be i for
Gallagher, who used o work with some late nights n font o their
Vock Graphis L (S Wasan | mors v e comigonts
Empire St erhaps
benesoron Appea{mg onthe ST Siths wer thinking of Ocean when
and Amiga only, your mission towipe | - they said Manchester, 5o much to
out aliens will contain at least ten answer for. Tired tigger fingers al
levels - each one set on adifierent | round.
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MMM! IT'S DANISH...

D anish software development

Rocket Ranger,and Virus. Yeah, but

stong pitchfor business recenty, with
most notable example being
‘Swords of Sodan, a horizontally-

hear you ry. On yes? On the
Amiga?? Sure thitg, bud, these were
alfulblown Aniga versons at

verylarge animated figures. Alhough
actually produced in the States,

FALLING BENIND

running in Denmark long before:

misguic
ermuqh to tmnk thatthe Danes are

of Attrbumer, Kataks, and Amiga
Vius. Whats going on?

onto a good thing, | i
folowing, b software house is
ever going to bother seting up in

Wakes up to wo facts. Firt, the

Danish versions of software. In fact o

" more
speciically, Amiga crazy. Commodore

any sense at
allis going to even ship s product out
there Danish

firstwith the C64

UK and

PCS. s an odd feeling to walk into @
computer store seling 8- and 16-bi

, butso far
no-one deals direct, With piracy ke
that, s hardly surprising. In the long
term, the D; tobeleft

butyou can doitin Denmark,

1fyou think we're exaggerating,
consider this: a good

manuacurer has bred a huge
communiyof enthusasts, allworking
onthe same machines. Th resull? A
vastnetworkof..gulp._pirates

magazine sells around 20000 copies.
'good game in Denmark sels..wait

forit..around 200 copies. No prizes for

quessing why.

NEWS

THE MUNSTERS RIDE AGAIN
AGAIN

Agin A, prod
A e s s et o s
™v

. p o0
Grandslamis Teramex, are leaing th Teque coding team on this one, which
gives Granpa, Herman, Lily and Ecdiethe chance o lex her imbs i an
arcadesyle envronmen.

Agin Agan will also be producing 2 game witen by Durel, of Combat
Lynxfame,for which story see opposie.
scenari setn the Midd East

Danish

beer hackers,

ftyet
been released in the UK are up and

Nore
ofthem thougf they were coing

prated versions. There’s nothing
secretabout t - st check out any
old classiied ad column (lke the one
shown here aken from a wel-known
Danish newspaper) and you'l see
dozens of ads for pirated software at
o 1,

Y. they
were quite proud o hei effors - and
alof them bamed the Darish
Government, who put a 200% import
axon sftware and ofer fems,
making the real thing vitualy
unaffordable.

Und

indluing the disk!

inder ,its
dificu not o be, a the very least,
understandi N

q the F16 planes at your disposal
In additon to dociging e ot there are aso opportuite for
aivfo-air combal. The game wil b released for Spectrum, Amstrad, C64, PC,
and ST late his year.f s as good as Combat Lynx wasin s day, it should be
worth watching out for.

DOMARK GET ATARI COIN-OPS

words of
‘Sodan demoed, plusthe other les
ntoned above - fully playable
version of Katakis, Aterburner,

arelooking forother countries to
publsh ther games in!

Rocket
n:=nﬂ"f"":€..\
‘Gacaripd:

-
spitene. en. ofer
bt el 3

e e s, o . 250 B e
v s, oo . 25t
o

a very So, stand by for Vindicators,
deal with At Domarkthe Zybots, Toobin, Dragonspir, and
fights to produce all Atai's coin-op APB. Coin-op freaks wil have already
tiles over the next three years. That  read up on the arcade versions of the
could mean as many as twenty big first hree tilles in ACE — and wil

releases o folow Star Warsand The  know that they're not fo be sneezed
at. Dragonspirtand APB have.

How come Domark gottheob?  excallnt reputaions as wel, and

Ateral, Domark pan

accusiomed foseeing oin-op s anaiher e e in adiion 0 the
g ext year. Al

bidder, it it atenion paid tothe  the games wilbe putout under the

probably qualfy (orlack of ) ofthe  new Atari Tengen labe, recently

According to the Do of Domark
et NG

paying serious attention fo us Since The Empire Strkes Back
gamesters at home, ather than wasn'ttoo bad as coin-op

simply of-foacing thei iles onto the  conversions go, tis deal ook like
marketin a devilmay-care, give-us-  being a Good Thing for all concered.

Advanced Computer Enterainment 9



SNIPPETS

DARK FUSION

remin
Spectrum  £7.99cs £1299dk
coa £9.99s £14.99dk

Amst £9.9905 £14.99ck
This scroling shoot-em-up pits you
up against a host of alien attack
craft and gun emplacements
Sunvive the gauntiet of fire and you
have 1o fight the monster from the
Pit of Despair before facing the
agonising decision of whether fo
fuse ffeforms with your vanauished
foe or face the next challenge
orn Wekh ko Dk s
early Dece

BUTCHER HILL

remin
Spectrum  £7.99cs £12.99dk
co4

Amstrad  £9.99cs £14.990K
Atari ST £19.99dk
Amiga  £19.99dk
A three-part action game due ‘real
soon now, Butcher Hill begins in an
infatable inghy. Traveling deep in a
jungle, you need to collect supplies
and ammuniton while avoiding mines
and attacks from enemy aicrat.
“Then a jungle maze ful of mantraps
nd enemy soldiers has to be
negotated before the fnal showdown
takes place in  jungle vilage.

JOURNEY TO THE CENTRE
OF THE EARTH

oft Gol
Atari ST £19.99dk
Amiga £24.99dk

£19.990k

Based on the Jules Verne book, ths

alive. Falling rocks, ~giant
mammoths dangerous pterodactyls
and sea snakes are just a few of the
peiils awaiting the intrepid explorer
~autalors!

THE MUNCHER

Gremii
Spectrum  £7.99cs £12.99dk
co4 £9.99cs £14.99dk

Amstrad  £9.99cs £14.990K
First biled as T-Wrecks, Muncher is
a modified version of a program
Gremin were planning to release
before they sigred a deal with the
manufacturers of Chewis. Now the
cute monster from the Chewits TV
ads s the hero and the action takes
place in Japan. Explorershave stolen

5,and you want them back
Areal gobstopper of a garme

Muncher
10 Advanced Compuer Entetainment

‘® UP AND COMING TITLES FOR YOUR MICRO

ESPIONAGE

Grandsiam
MariSt  £19.950k
Amiga  £19.95ck
PC

Spectrum  £8.95cs £14.95dk

Amstrad  £895cs £1495dk

c64 £8.95cs £14.950k
£8.95c:

This one to four player board game

represents the World's capitals,
airports, deserts and so on, and
each player has to rush around
collecting micro-fiims that contain
deails of The Utimate Weapon. A
really nasty player could forget

out the  micro-films  and
concentrate on bumping off enemy
agents. If the dangerous world of
Smiley and his people gives you a
thrill, watch out for this one.
available soon.

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF WAR:
PART 1 ANCIENT BATTLES

Spectrum  £14.85cs £14.85dk
Amstrad  £1495cs £19.95dk
[ 50k

Ancient batiles is a one or two
player wargame from the author of
Amhem and Vulcan, RLT.Smith, that

rmies from the earliest
times up 1o the fal of the western
Roman Empire are offered, and

players choose an army then design
the terrain over which batlles are o
be fought. Could prove a real
challenge to Universal Military
‘Simulator, but then UMS I is on the
way 50 wargamers wil have 1o wait
while the two programs fight it out.

DUGGER

Amiga  £29.95dk
AariST  £24.95dk

Herbie Stone s back. In his latest
adventure, the star of Crack is in a
desperate race to catch the
stonecrushers and dragons who
terrorise his underground lair. To
defeat the marauders, he has to
attach his infltor to the monsters
and pump them up untl they 6o pop.
Look outfor Herbie in the New Year.

oRAcoNsLavER
o

o s
hosr oo
(provisional prices)
Beepto e e i rcad |
i s 1o e i
s o, P e
00 s v ove 5 oy

animated enemies and boobyiraps,
the quest involves finding and
assembling the parts of a magic
medallion and then confronting an
evil dragon who is the cause of all
the problems in the land.
Dragonslayer should be in the
shops at the start of January.

NAVY MOVES
Dinamic

Spectrum, C64, Amsirad,

Atari ST, PC

(all prices to be announced)

As the name suggests, this follow
up to Army Moves is set in and
around the ocean. Staring out in
dinghy, you have 1o jump waves
and avoid aquatic motorbikes
before donning scuba gear to
penetrate the enemy base Pinch a
mini-sub, navigate another
underwater cavern crammed with
Killer octopi and you're onto the
second load. The aim of the mission
is 10 capture and destroy a nuclear
submarine, and the second stage
takes place in tradtional arcade
adventure style amongst the
platiorms and ladders of the sub.
Wonder if Dinamic will have a

gorgeous, pouting frogman on the
cover of his one’

SPITTING IMAGE

Domark
Spackm 085w 1A

£9.95cs £12.95dk
Amnmd £9.95cs £14.950k
£19.950k
Amlgn £19.950k

who  remembers
Domark's old game calied Spliting
Images? You know, the one they
renamed Spit Personalies? Well,
now Domark are set 1o release the
oficial Spiting Image game starring
some of those wacky puppets. This
potentially hiarious ficence has to
be one of the strangest yet for a
computer game. The Walking
Gircles (ex Design Design) crew are
putting the finshing touches to the
game as we wite, 50 expect 10 see
itin the shops before Chiistmas




ing and
a magic
ning an

f all

THE RULES
1. Employees of Future Publshing L,
Infogrames,and thl amilies are not
elgabe forenlry
The losing date s st December 1888
1 3.The decison ofthe judges s firal and o
orrespondence wil be entered il
4.Only one eniry per housetold
5 No purchase of ACE magazine s
necessary and photocopiesof the
enry form are acceptabe

THE PRIZES simple - caplure the enemy..and

‘survive! Remember - there will be
The first i

o0,
(erly n the New Year)witha 80 ACE expects every man (or
member of the ACE edilrial tea . oMan}to o his (o her) duty!
ona privte etate i war-om 1" Al the end ofthe bate, the
Hreordshie Why? Toshaot - war-ueay roofwil b taken
people,tat's why!

con
entry 10 ACH
COMPETITION, 4 QUEE!

than 15 December We'l pick

“The £300-per-head weekend 1o change and freshen up'before:
e Goach d

random - the first two winners

boarding th

Thenis offto:a hotelfor agood  moated manor . A six-course
veni.

ak-

hn fofty

f the thre
SAS servicemen who'l alsobe Afer the meal, Lofty Wiseman
taking part. Uniforms il be: de-briefs the troops and show the
issued before the exclusive group  video ofthe day's events — ust
oftwenty are spitinto 'Hit fike Action Service, i fact.
Squads' and airited, by. Everyone then gets a signed copy
helicopte, oo the estate. Each  of The SAS Survival Handbook
for

three tasks and

byavoiding guerila forces anda  well eared rest.

whole range of pyrotechnics - 1ts going tobedough out
from simulated napalm bambs to  there #Hd oniy the bravest will
thunderfiaghes - the groupm sugive so get i training now,

for runners-up!

viva techriques. Now flly

raned,the group theigels e WHAT YOU HAVE TO.
opportunity 10 put newkigand Do,

sills o the test n a pitched bat-

Just Your age
ofpyrolechnics. The objective is  name and address (and telephone:

the honour
of ACE early next year, while ten
more winners collect the gae of
theirchoice. Go for t!

ENTRY FORM the correct answer 1o

of the three questions

AS mottois:
a. Never Say Never Again
b. Who Dares Wins

ADDRESS. c. Geronimo!

2. The Infogrames logo
a Abat
b. An armadillo
c. Abulfiog
3.In Hostages, your aim s to
a. Blow up a buiding

fuse abomb in an

y

ue some hostages




Olympic.events include
Long v retpus High o
100m Sprint, 800m, 110m Hur:
dles. Dizcus, Pole Vaut, avelin
and'1500m. You will need sl
your skils to build on what you

is necessary for all
top! flight athletes, your judge-
ent to selectthe most effective

x lace on the

um. This isn't just another
sports simulation, this is 2 Daley
Thompson ‘event all'hi
et and humour burst through

ing game piay for ail the family.
Go'for the Olympic Challenge!

Your plane has ditched
mountainous plaeau
somewhere in deepes!

You, you rub your eyes in
disbelief; a Dinosaur! —

graphics y
scrolling, give that '50's
cinema mood as you learn
not only to survive, but

150 that your companions
are not all they first

seeme
&1988 Ocean Sotare

_/") |

From the SNK sta!
the coin-op smas!
now for your hon:
micro. This multi
level, verticall
scrolling arcade
thriller throws yor
deep into the jun;
and ruined cities |
nation held in the
of acruel oppress
Freedom is your

.. GuerrillaWar o,
the means! s

6 Central Street- Manchester- M2 5NS - Tope
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He's back and this time he's
taking no prisoners.
Colonel Trautman has been
captured by the Russians in
Afghanistan and there is
only one person capable of

mul
ticall

arcade
rows you freeing him. Negotiate the.
the jung minefields, explore the
el Russian camp, lay
iEieep ool ] Gy
3 e tall e ot T detection, free the Colonel
oppressc bty Bl and then ... move on to the
; y sual game;
isyoura ) hichhasthat cliive stts explosive climaxi
R e = e
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THE DECODER PROGRAM

i ot g v DECODE o ot s i ko 4

s ch ot 1 8 i 2 e o U ACE

M 01 - ogan i e s e
o

e rogan, £ sk o ot o e s s

el on o B wnng e o o YOU
M MNEDATEY CAM YOURPRZE

ENvemer w4 oen S, ah 81 16

C84, CPC, ST, AMIGA version
10FOR

TO 28NPUT "Code" 8%
FOR C=1 TO 4:8-8:26
\SCIMIDS(BS,C. 1))

401F D>90 THEN D=D-32
508-8+90-D:NEXT C:PRINT “Winning
Number is"B:NEXT A

SPECTRUM version
10 FOR A=1 TO 28:NPUT "CodeBS

20LET B-0.FOR C=1 TO 41ET B-8:26

30LET D=CODE BS(C T0)

401F D>90 THEN LET D=D32

50 LET B-8:90-D:NEXT C:PRINT "Winning Nur
bers"BNEXT A

TYPING IN THE PROGRAM

o 309 St 5 s, g ETER o

e To gt o e CODE 0 3t s
ey g s e ey, W e o 0
vy, s U v by BNER o e 7 o vt e,

s ETER s ch o o s ot Yo s 1315
.

St K ASC st i i v i St
s g TR P nd ol o . T LNt b ENTER oy
i e 5 e K s

Ty o g i3 roun, i ho RETURN ey 3 o of sch
10 i UN Dot ho AUNSTOP k), ot RETURM 30 P ot
ecotsin e ster v o

AusTRAD cPC:

Tpe B g 03 o, i o RETUR Koy 125 e o b
VTR 6456 ol 2 . i AUN s W RETURN o 1
I ENTER iy 5 CONTROL i i ol ENTER o o 3
e nor e pct.

aTamisT

PP LINGUAGE P i v ST Dt o e
oo P S 10 BT ED s

THE ACE CARD

WIN AN AMIGA!

Has your ACE card come up trumps this month? There are 25 great prizes.

For everyone who's received a free ACE
card (if not, see below on how to get one),
here's another great opportunity to win
prizes.

Using the program listed on the right,
just type in the 28 new 4-letter codes print-
ed on this page. If the program converts,
one of them into your personal number,
you're a winner!!

WE WANT A WINNER!
Note that we are now printing FOUR
winning codes for the ACE card. If the
owner of the 1ST CLAIM code hasn't claimed his prize by
closing date it goes to the owner of the 2ND CLAIM code. If

32
23

> the
he hasrit claimed his prize by then it goes o the owner of the 3RD CLAIM
code..and 50 on. Should the 1st Claim owner claim his prize, the owners of the 2nd,
3rd and 4th laim codes automaticaly qualfy for one of our SECOND PRIZES.

NEW PROGRAM!
If you're a long-standing ACE card-holder, you should make sure you use the list-
ing entered in this magazine and not one you may previously have SAVEd. This is
because we have to make changes to the program on a regular basis to accomo-
date the large numbers of people entering the ACE Card scheme each month.

LOOK AT THESE PRIZES!

ONE 1st PRIZE: AMIGA + COLOUR MONITOR
istciam WMFD ~ 2nd claim WAXD ~ 3rd claim ZTTZ  4th claim XIHY

FOUR 2nd PRIZES: £50 of snllwale chosen from the ACE
Special Offer

e e v A s AN 25
[

amio
Swin i et
Yo o i P BT
s n AN BASC s g
R it b it o A TG
o Ty AL BETURN PP ore e

OTHER MACHINES
Th U4, o g st Mo B €0 et ot
.1 wthon s, ot o s — il
[

o o vy w5 i ol spoes ol e -
i ka1 P i e o Mo Cor

Erereimgure
e At oo o
SExhor bt 1 i e 3 WG S
Do eAcEcus

et ey et i e ogan e s e ..
e,

YSEJ XCPV UQLP « UIBX
TEN 3rd PRIZES: £25 of software - chosen from the ACE Special Offer

pages
The winning codes: YXHH « YVIO « YEXP « VXIQ « VUCF - WEGZ - VHQM
- VYBF - XMOS - VPVJ
TEN 4th PRIZES: A year's free subscription to ACE magazine
‘The winning codes: YMUE + VCAH » XJDV « WXTB - WNAP « WEJE - ZKBG
+ WFZT - XYES + YAAZ

HOW TO CLAIM A

PRIZE

sl s sy s s 3ty o
o g whc ez o cams

HOW To OBTAIN AN

e
Wy b o, D s o ke e
sk AE P O s 1511,

83 otion o, ancrpeon s s, Tt

S, Baln BAT
i offer vaid whie stocks s,

Th vl e, sl o s

jeen Sret,

"
Bath BAY 1EJ Closing dtefor clains December 1d 1985
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PREVIEWS

AFTERBURNER @ Activision

Take (o the skies in your F-14 Tomcat and dog
fight your way through stage aftr stage of enemy
tertitory. Rip into the enemy fighters with your Vul
‘can Gun or lock on 1o them and loose off a mis:
sile. You'l hardly have time to think as you bank
and dive your way through danger —is action all
the way here folks!

(Right) C64 -

(Left) Spectrum -
Banking to avoi
the enemy who

‘come at you from
in front and behind.

944 TURBO CUP @ Loriciels

The games are getting hot. ACE takes its month
with in the near future. Let's hope they turn out to be crackers and not turkeys...

CHRISTMAS
IS COMING!

y look at the products that software houses will be tempting us

TOTAL ECLIPSE
@ Incentive

The year is 1930, the settingis Egypt and your
missioni to top the curse of the sun god Ra |
being riggered by the moon that s due o pass

tween the Sun and Earth. You have two
hours to crack the problem. Armed with just a
revolver, you'l need quick reactons, cunning
and a ullwater bote to avoid he curse being
aciivated. This s the third Incentiv release to
feature the Freescape system and f the other
Freescape game, Driller and Dark Side, are
anyihing to go by, this one is going to be a hot
contender

Spectrum - that's your bi-plane parked
outside the pyramid at the start of the

1]

|

»

|

As Loriciels have recently started sponsoring the Porsche 944 Turbo driven by top French racing
driver Rene Meige, they ve got together with the great man himself and are currently developing a
racing game based on the great French racing event. Turbo Cup features several circuits which,
Loriciels claim, are as authentic as possible. As allthe cars are the same in the real race, ifs driv-
ing skillthat makes a winner, and the same s going to be true in the game.

18 Advanced Compute Enerainment
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F-16 COMBAT PILOT

Soectrum - viewing the ac
behind a

ntrom

PREVIEWS

THL

@ Digital Integration Blocks - not dodging the fiak ths thme!
Going heaco-head with Falcon this winter il be
DI combatfight sim based on the American F-
16 ighter. Ahough the game wil have a quick
start option, serious pilots will be assigned o the
TacticalFighter Training Squadron where theyl
sed in five mein operations areas. Grad-
uate, and you are assigned one of eight
squadirons and each squadron s responsibl for
sotes withn their operation area. The game is
due for elease on the ST and PC.

Looking forwards on the ST as you come
o land.

_ScoRe 0013617

Looking over your right shoulder as you
bank to fly over the airfield.

Y,
SRy

~ s

(RS

WEIRD DREAMS @ Rainbird

ahospital bed, you o s s

jous. I the
hi to lfe. Weird -

% Thinder Hlmln

® U.S.Gold

Following thei success with Out Run lat Chist

U.8.Gold are hoping to do the same again
this year with home micro versions of the smash
Sega coin-op Thunderblade. You'e pioting an
attack hefcopter through several stages of hostle
feritory,with the view of the acton changing with
the stage. Sometimes your view s from directly
‘above, sometimes it from behind. Get your oy-
stck arm and trigger finger in shape now, because
this one promises to test even the foughest!

sT tion from above as you
dadge the Tiak and Infct the dammager

'\1

M 072'!4?(-
B

FALCON @ Mirrorsoft

One of the best ever PC and Mac combatfiight
sims is being converted to ST and Amiga.

rate descripton of the environment i the game, so the sooner you can Solve th
puzzies and retur to th real world, the better.

score

__i} 00000

include
‘scenery and moving ground targefs. The game
contains some 12 missions and even gives the.
player the chance to dogfight with up to three.
MiGs. Remember, Falcon's the game adopted
by the Pentagon to train pilots n ‘situational
awareness and BVR combat, so it has go fo be:
good

ST - looking over your left shoulder as
you taxi onto the runway.

K
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From the SNK stable, the coin-op smash hit now fo
home mic mu rtically scrolling arcadg
thriller throws yoy deep

AMSTRAD

COMMODORE

TREET- MANCHESTER M2 5N TEL 061-832 6633  TELEX- 66779
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GRAPHICS

GRAPHICS
GALORE

ACE resident pixel professor, Brian Larkman,
tries to tell the future this month by looking at
Amstrad's new VGA machines from the
artists point of view. The man himselt is in
doubt as to what HE'D go for.

Brian's also co-opted the help of John
Downie in the form of a short piece about the
Travelling Matte company, who produce com-

puter-generated images for TV (including
Hitchhickers and Knightmare). They probably
won'tbe using the new Amstrads — mey go

‘This month, some of the secrets behind the TV programme Knightmare are revealed,

as we interview
Eric to life. No, not an
posed on live action by a

The Travelling Matte Compan, the peaple wha bring creatures ik
rely a model that s animated a
‘Turn the page for more det

Supernova comp

Despite a lead of several years in the Desktop Presentation field with the Amiga,
Commodore seem to be cutting things a bit fine as now ever Amstrad, together with
the other 'A" level companies, Apple, Atari, and Acom, develop and promote their
latest contenders in the graphics arena. With the new challenge of VGA MS-DOS
machines from Amstrad, which machine should the graphics fanatic go for?

GRAPHICS
WORKSTATIONS

M CHEAP 'N' QUICK 'N' EASY

budget graphics workstation has
got o be cheap and ifs got to get
good graphics up on that screen
quick and easy. To qualify as bud-
get, it seems reasonable to set &
cost it of about £1000. Most people
would think that bit high, but compared to
commercial workstations, most of which
sten at 5 figure sums, £1000 is very cheap.
With that limitation it is only the new
Amstiad 8086 model that bears compari-
o 020 cod 638 cre o expeniive
for the average home
Aibougi s much checper the doc
cated professional systems Apple's Macll
also alls ot this point. The Mac may be a
‘"home micro' in the States but here
its just o fontosy. Similarly, Ateris new

Tramsputer  Workstation  ATW  (ormerly
ABAQ) at about £5000 fais the price test
They are also both rather short of software
at present, though limited compatibility
with ealier machines - the ST and b&w
Mo - ocofiee e ko ighly

ey machines ol o cpare
it e v Ao on tho henl ot
Chect i 6 the Al T he Amiga
500, and the Acorn Archimedes 300 series
Lets start by examining what the Amstrad
has got to offer

AMESS DOS?

The most exciting development on the
Amsttad 2086 is the VGA display. As you
will see elsewhere in this monthis issue, you
can choose 256 colowss from a 260,000

shades and display them simultaneously at
‘@ maximum resolution of 640x400, appar.

oter tespects however, he 8086 & ity
ordinary PC clone.

Tochs i G o 18 iobief. Alicigh
at fist sight such an
speciicaton shoud make e Amsicd an
excellent graphics workstation, there is
more to good graphics than loads of colour
It is also important to quickly and easily
tramsform the

and to o lesser extent the ST, ccn all support
painting, 3D modelling, 1ay-tracing, image
processing, and  animation.  All  these
require large amounts of computation. As
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GRAPHICS

RISC OBLITERATION?

e
lock. the
drinking,

nthis o

n amazingyfast

ecpest Amsr
8386 should p
but they are m

rms of a budge
© the new Amstrad 808
ut probably

 n he sofuar so ki b e ftware ave

althe computer work Seu sear yes and no,

When it coms
nall
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RISC
pplications
ksta-
8086 has &
of enough
vil tell how
aly is. that
aphics
 not? Well,

plays at best - 256 colours at 320x200 lines.
The Alari and the Amigal can both display
approximately 4,000 colours at this resolu-
tion as a result of some fairly devious pro-

gramming tricks. Similar metheds might
make 260,000 shade displays available on
the Amstrad but it requires the will of some
enthusiast to do it. The best we can hope
for s a 256 colowr, 640x400 version of
Deluxe Paint PC ~ and even this will be
painfuly slow and greedy for disk space
on an 8086,

As for other requirements - 3D mod
elling, ray-tracing, animation. and image
processing, all these ARE avariable to run
on MSDOS machines - at a price. But in
most cases they can only function i hard
disks amd co-processors e fitted adding
further o the cost. In time, just the presence
of a vast number of cheap Amstiad MSDOS
VGA machines on the market will result in
some of this softwarre coming down in price
or cutdown versions being released. This
has certainly happened with commercial
and office packages. MSDOS machines

ertheles, in graphics terms it the software
that couns, 50 the Amstiad is really only
competiion {or the AtariST.If you want an
effective and versatile graphics workstation
for under £1000, an Amigar 500 i Stll the
Pixel Professor’s choice! @

PIXEL POST

This month the Pixel Professor has just enough space to check out scanners and
hear how difficult it is to become a computer graphic artist...

Dear Brian,
Do you know of any good but cheap scanners
avaiable for the"Amiga 5007 If so, whal equip-
ment would | need and how much would i cost?
Ve tied looking in the classied ads but there
dott seem to be any scanners advertsed.

Wiss B. Scott, Meols, Wirral

As always, cheap is a very relative term. There
are three scanners that | know of for the
Amiga at present but none of them is particu-
larly cheap.

‘Scanners are devices that allow flat art-
work, photos, text 1ur sometimes even 3D

GRAPHICS

types are capable of scanning in
ik ma white or a number of grey scales,
though the second opon usualy cote mors.
In any case, flatbed scanners are more expen-
sive Bocaues they usvally scan a larger area
and often produce higher resolutions. Mouse
scanners only ‘grab' a strip about 3 or dinch-
es wide. Typically the flatbed types cost £800
10 £3000 and the mouse type £150 to £600.
For the Amiga, Burocare (01907 3636)
have AMISCAN, a flatbed scanner that doubles.
as a thermal printer and photocopier costing
£800, which is therefore relatively cheap but
probably outside your budget. Closerto a real-

in graph-
ics and DTP applications. Two types aro cur-
rently available: a flatbed scanner and a hand-
held "mouse’ scanner. Flatbed scanners are
similar to photocopiers in operation, flat art-
work being placed face down on the top sur-
face and scanned from below. Mouse scan-
ners are very much like large versions of the
normal computer mouse. In operation the art-
work is placed face up on a desklop and the
‘scanner is slid slowly over the required area.

UK (01 499 9192) but costing around £360 it is
still almost as expensive as the Amiga itself
Even cheaper is the hand scanner (£300) avail-
able from the Amiga Centre, Scotland (031 557
4242). ANl three of these scanners ‘grab’ at
‘approximately 200 dots per inch.

Dear Bran,
Just a quick lettr on the Graphics Front aimed at
anyone who s keen on staring a career as a
Computer Graphic Artist, Many people think that
getting an arist positon within a software house
is MEGA TOUGH
mosty due 1o the farge amourt of arss that are
about. | started out on an Amstrad 464 and tried
10 get a GAC game pubished, but o no aval
Ater this frst attempt | was a bit GLUM but stuck
atit

Rule 1. Keep On Trying. You may lose sieep and
time, postage money, casseties/disks, but in the
end your efforts wil pay dividends. Of course
there is no substiute for a good portfolo. Think of
itlike a hoboy and enjoy i, soaner or later you will
develop a style of your own and then ths will get

Rule 2. Make your first portolio your absolute

st It may have taken you 2 weeks or 2 years
(usually the latter), but at least you wil know that
itis you best effort.

Rule 3. Protect yoursel. I is very dificul for a
starer 10 save up loads of dosh for legal advice
over breach of copyright. Get yoursef a registered
envelope and address it 1o yourseif. Then have a
word with your (or ‘2) bank manager and pop in
the disks/cassettes, which will be put in the bark's
vaul. Any dubious activies with your work, i not
eturned, can then be proved 1o belong 10 you as
itis dated and held safe.

My first work was for Exocet Software who
received the contrl panels and it screen for
Phantasm. Now | have started work for Ocean
Software in-house. This job took me five years fo
land - 50 as you can see, it can take ages. There
e ol of a ot of AVAZING artst, 8 an 16 bt
cutter, iyt hey kg srappecuy
Roy Lewis, Warton, Lancs.
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GRAPHICS

PRO ARTISAN

most versatile drawing package so far is the
‘professional version of Clares Artisam, Pro Arti
san. Every acilty imaginable including Bezier
curves, @ wide range of fill options, imegular cut
and paste, extensive colour manipulations, and
image processing, has been included.

Using 256 colours onscreen selected from
409 ot a resolution of 640x256, Pro Artisan
comperes well with Amiga packages ke Pho-
fon Paint and Deluxe Photolab. 26 high-quaiity
fonts and a wide range of printer dumps are
s included in this comprehensive package.

Advanced Memory Systems of AMX Mouse
and Finesse fame cre about to release both the.
ST and Archimedes versions of Flar Paint (orgh
nally called Finesse Paint before Logitech took
over). Archies Flair Paint operctes in the 16
‘colour 640x256 resolution to allow faster opera:
tion and smaller iles. Both versions re specif
catlly designed to optimise printed output with o
large page area as well as all the usual draw-
ing tools thoughttully implemented. For exam:
ple, varicble rotate operates with the cut section
visible ct cll times. At this budget price, Flair
Patintseems very good value. To be sure, watch
this space for a full review. Contact AMS
0925 413501 for more detatls,

IT'S ALL GREEK

Continuing the Greek theme Puciid (£45.00 from
ACE Computing on 0223 322559) is a 3D mock
elling and animation systemn. I s fast, versatie,
and reldtively easy fo use, though without
Sculpt 3Ds user friendiness. It includes orthogo-
nal or perspective projections, line o suriace
dtawing, full hidden line and surface remova

24 Advanced Computer Enterainment

Other than the new Amstrads (see elsewhere in this month's issue)
the now expanding range for the Acorn Archimedes.

and instent scene and object transormations It
s even fast enough for some degree of reak-tme

ation of solid 3D objects, something no
package on the Amiga can achieve. Ray tiac
ing modules cre in preparation. John Downie i
getting to qrips with Fucid at the moment and
his report will be on these pages very soon.

NOT SO TAXING
The name Forms in Flight always makes me

2 (Amiga + 1 Mbyte,
avalable from the Amiga Centre, Scotiand on
031 557 4242) s @ vastly improved version of
the 3D graphics and animation system fom
Micio Magic. With suriace patches, fexture
mapping, phong shading, and path extrusions
Forms in Flight 2 seems to hold the crown s the
most advanced graphics package for @ home
computer. However, with Sculpt 4D well on the
way if may be unthroned soon,

MORE PAINT HYPE
Not seen at the PC Show was the promised Atari
ST patint system Hyperpaint (Atari £24.99) which

to herald the next generation of graphics
packages. After a week of intensive wse it
became apparent that Atari have used more

progiam - better
Neochyome for suwe, but no competition for
Degas Elife or Art Diector. This conclusion is
bomne out by the suggestion that Hyperpatnt 215
clready under discussion

‘The only unique featue of Hyperpaint s s
abilty to work on really large scanned images,
Only on 1 Mbyte machines or kager, though. To

), the most interesting graphic software at the recent PC(w) Show was
Come on a quick rip round the lastest developments on the software front,..

compete, Hyperpaint 2 must provide o very
wide range of colour faciles or concenticte on.

10le-modiel for a machine that is being promoted
s a cheap Macintosh. Ilustrator s am objector-
ented crawing system someway befween CAD
ond painting designed 1o produce dustiations
for DIP applications. Look out for this sort of
package soon on the ST and Amiga

QUANTUM STUMBLE
Another disappointment s the latest version of
Quantum Pain v1.05c for the ST. After months
of waiing with boted breath because of vrious
delays including the postal sirke, 1 is sl far
fom perfect., Bugs haunt the screen including o
‘ghest of the confrol panel carred over occa:
sionally to the drawing area. Worse there are
stil no functons thatactually ‘e’ the 512 or
4096 shadls wide-band colour mode - i smear
and colouriing (see Quantum Pein, ACE Issue
). Again, despie s omntcolou modles, Quan:
fum Paintis sill not s useful os Deges Elfe

-.TO THE SUBLIME
Eectric Image, aguably the most innovative
roducers of broadcast-quality computer graph-
ics in Bitain have now acauired the first stage of
their new herdware system. Based around an
ATG Pixel Machines paralel processing render
machine, they are now able to produce Photo-
reclistic 1ay-trace type animated graphics in
rektime. The potential of this machine is such
thatt we might soon be seeing a fulllength ani
mated fim with the visual complextty of the
‘Access Duck Pond' advertsement,
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You've been saving all your pennies up so that you can replace your 8-bit machine
With an ST, Amiga or Archie. But wait a minute - could you be missing something?
Mightn'tthat hole in your ifstyle be PC-shaped?

B [ ovs ths for an idea: the words
leading computer compaies all
buid 16bit micros to a common
| B desion 50 thot the same software
& B runs on each of them. Thousands of
other manufacturers working to the same.
design turn it info the number one micro

Sounds exciting? Well, it isnt: in fact its
very, very boring. Ifs already happened you
see, and the machine everyone settled on
was the [BM Personal Computer. Now of
course, we all know the PC and its many,
many clones are the dullest things going. |

THE 8086 FAMILY

The PG serie i based on ntfs 8085 famiy of
chis. Daling rom the ate 1970s,the early mem-
bers o i family 100k an inelegant approach 1o
the problems of handing large memary szes. Ifs
hard o dispue thatthe 8085 i a poo chip foruse
in micros compared 1o Molowa's 6300C: s
tougher 10 pogram, cant handle zs much memo-
1y (ony 1 Meg compared o the 63000's 16 Meg)
and s slower atnormal ok

The nower 80286 and 80386 chips are a
good deal fastr than the oignal 8085, but they
cost more and are st complex beasts to pro-
gra. The improvement s welcome, bu compara-
ble acvances n the 68000 series keep Hotoroia
ahead n the Dangs per buck stakes.

“There's a school o thought f th ffctthat
pgacig o G5 o o hr st trow-
ing good money aftr bad. Why new
chips just i order 1o keep compatibiy with old
ones? With micro power increasing in leaps and

for totally incompate chips

i e s Tl o e ARl
rams at a reasonable

et mviasm s aleady paying off for

Arhimedes users, who can expand _their

see Cach 32, ACE issue 13

mean, you might as well go and buy a 288 if
you want entertainment - mightn' you?

BORING
In the UK, PCs have fraditionally bee
expensive machines. A £1.000+ machine is
pigeon-holed in the business sector almost
automatically, and even Amstrads price-
busting antics over the last year have done
litie to change that view of them. s q selt
fulfling prophecy: game-buyers shun the PC
as ‘boring’ software houses don't find PC
games very lucrative, i ol
them, and so the PC reatlly s bor

Left fo iftsell the British market would
probably never break out of this vicious cir
cle. Its not going to be left 1o itself though,
thanks to the totally different attitude to PCs
that youll find on the other side of the
Atlantic:

In the USA, home computers have to do
all manner of different tasks. People don' just
want to play games: they want to do word
processing, programming and any number
of other things as well. Beccruse of this need
for versatlity, and because US buyers are
typically prepared to spend a good deal
more than their Britsh counterparts, the PC
makes o natural machine for the American
home.

The upshot of all this is that can
software houses produce large numbers of
PC games, and many of these are very high
‘quality iters. (You can check out the best of
them. and some strong UK competition, on
Pp32-33) Bearing in mind what Dungeon
Master and Interceptor did for the ST and
Amiga respectively, a few good imports
could certanly help the PCs games reputa:
tion over here.

ENCOURAGING
But why, you might reasonably sk, does it
matter? At best a games-orientated PC could
be almost as good a games machine as an
ST or Amiga, and cost about the same. Is
that really what the world needs?

In a word, yes. If graphically powertul
PCs were available at a low enough price

games and more of them. The enormous
‘Americcn PC user base wouldnit just provide




tmachine
mething?

uy a 288 if
tyou?

atiractive imports, but also offer some very
hecithy overseas sctles for games authors in
this country.

With @ multi-million machine world mar-
ket - something neither the ST nor the Amiga
has yet achieved - thered be enough of @
retum for software houses 1o take their time
developing games. They wouldnt have fo
top the charts to get therr money back,
because even the alsorans would be selling.
invast numbers.

INTERESTING
he teniic thing lbout compatibilty s that it
encourages soffware development. The bad
thing about t i that ance the software base
has built up, it gets very tough for manuac:
turers to improve the machine design. Users

d rather have an old, low-pertormance

Unfortunately the orginl design of the
BMIPC centred around Infels 3086 fomily of
central processors (see box), and with hind-
sght that was o very poor choice. While
even the cheapest modern PC s a great
el foster then IBM original metchines, pre-
sent day wsers are stl paying the price for
design decisions made some years ago. That
s, the typical cutprice PC of foday has

GRAPHIC

Beoause of the PC's age, and because it was-
nit excctly state-of-the-art when brand new,
thete was no real graphics standard Includ.
ed in is specification. This wasn' the disaster
1 sounded Iike: the PCs ‘open cnchitecture®
meant that you could plug in extia hard.

it - but be wamed, ful
VGA faciities call for very
expensive monltor. Other
wise, go for EGA If you
possibly can

GA is very poor stulf
by modern standards, but
for many PC buyers its the
only game in town. Whie
EGA 5 gaining more and
more ground with games
writers, and is unquestion-
ably @ whole lot better,
theres still no wltia- cheap

hine avalable  with
buitin EGA. Untl there i

have to cany on paying
the extra.

caea
The original PC colour

THE PC 200

the cheapest PC conpatble ever sold

i county, he Sica Professanal PO200 s

a bog sandard 8085 machine wih a 35" disk

e and a CGA display. The use o te Sinciar

name suggests that Amstad s the PC200 s a

home machine and are ting o cstanc i from
ts ot

ware later on i

1f ths hadnt been possible, the FC would

domincnt ones all came from [BM: they
were the Colour Graphics Adapter (CGA),
the Enhanced Graphics Adapter (EGA) and
he Video Giaphics Ay (VGA).

You can check out precise detals on the
difrent standards below, but the importan!
poinis e as follows. VGA can do anyihing
BGA ocm do, and EGA can do anything CGA
am do, 50 there’s o 1oom for cagument over
which one's best. If you can afford VGA, get

pising then hat th cheapest system, weighing n
ataround £344 ncuding VAT, has o monitor and
isfited with a TV modator,

In practe s rathe hard o s he benelts
of such a setup. Pugged into a T, you lose he
80-column defnion. neeced
applcations.Inretum you get acolour dispay, but
hats smal consolaon gven how poor CGA
araphics tend tobe.

Wi a monior, e P20 wil doubiless be
a very uselu machine 10 have around for al the
usual text-based applcations. s enterainment
el

e would certanly do better
Vi oreof e o PCS1on o 104n
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resolution mode of the Amstrad CPC. The big

here is that there's no palette as
‘such - just two colour schemes, either white-
cyan-magenta-black or  red-green-yellow-
black. Most CGA gum use the former
scheme of its hlghel contrast, but
Hite got by very nicely in red, green an
Yellow.

Though its primitive stuff even by 8-bit
standords, the CGA screen does have one
big advantage: its very small Small in
memory terms, that s o say. The advantage
Bullseye ‘here isnt in the space taken up - all PC dis-

aveers play cards come with whatever memory
they need - but in speed.
The main foctor in o micros speed as @

-
Bestore

tents of screen memory:

leaving

with less to do.
On the power front the
typical PC central pro-
cessor cant match the

ines
MC68000 (see box), but
CGAs tny 16K

up for this. By contrast
the ST has to work with
whacking 32K for a full
colour display, while the
Amiga may have to
‘handle upwands of 40K.
EGA

1 CGA is curling up a i
tle at the edges, EGA is
stil alive and kicking.
As  games standard ifs

game mode of 320200
pixels in 16 colows. The

THE PC2086

‘The cheapest of Amstrads upmarket PC2000
stes, o PC20 ollrs VOA gratcs ot a0

things — but you can stl have great fun with
Deluxe Paintland Falcon AT after hours!

28 Advanced Compuer Entrainment

THE MAST
MACHINES

In Americathe Macinlosh, Amiga and ST - colc-
tively known as the MAST machines - are com-
nwmasmamﬂmwm%mm—
bls. They ceranly offr more power for your
orey, axddont sl o h P memory
resticions. That these 68000 based
‘machines don' corme anywhere near challnging
the PC's vast user base even when the three
them are taken togethe.

The whole probem s that the three

based around WIMP 1mm«m theye all ificult
things for programmers to ge 0 ris wit.

EGAequipped PC does lose out on plette
size - you only get 64 colours to choose from
- but has usshul high-esolution modes the
68000 machines cant match.

Of coure, that kind of colour freedom
‘and pixel resolution makes an EGA screen a
prety sizable thing. That doesn' mean EGA
games run slowly mind you, even with @
bog- standeed 8MHz 8086 providing the

The screen memory s very cleverly
organised fo help speed things up, 5o that for
many purposes @ 32K BGA screen can take
#s 16K CGA
equivaent.

vea
The hottest display standard cround. right
now, VGA offers screens of up o 640x480
pixels in 16 colours out of 64, or 3201200 in
256 colows out of 250,000 odd. Both of these.

them rather a small market for
‘games authors at the moment.

‘The 25¢-colour mode has ofher problems
00 as far as game-writing goes. In particu-
o, the screen is huge (64K) and there’s no
hardwaze help to reduce this burden. T
kind of load would tax an ST severely, and a
typical PC clone doesnt even have the

to high-speed 80286 or 80386 machines, cut.
ting the potential market stl further. Not sur-
prisingly, most people go for option () and

It on the art side of things that the 256
colour mode really comes into ifs own. The
potential here is enormous: while the Amiga
may be able to manage more colows on
screen at once, the VGA freedom of colour
use and enormous palette more than ofiset
this. For ray-fracing or hand- painting ifd be
anatual



3D!

AVAILABLE ON:

ATARI ST & AMIGA £19.95

€64 & AMSTRAD CPC DISK £14.95
C64 Cassette £9.95; SPECTRUM,
AMSTRAD & MSX Cassettes £895

1987 NAMCO LTD.
icensed from Tenge
1988 Grandslam® Entertainments L,
218 Paul Street, LONDON EC2A 4JS.

Al rights reserved

Screenshots taken from ATARI ST.

Screenshots taken from SPECTAUM.
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SPECIAL

he British public dont know quite
what to make of PC games. If the PC
‘belongs in the office, as most people

seem to think it does, what are peo- Clud WOLFTiE The Wil

Ple doing producing leisure software aald / oy Lsadership: Auerage
for it? The odd pop-up, high fun-factor game ~ @ vassals Jousting: Strona
like Tetris makes sense as an executive 1oy, Haine Swordplau: Ausrage
i e e s v 0 o
adventures  with ode'  imitation

sprec ‘mspnﬂvs ot whet about grea
epics like Eite or Drller?

PC games certainly cre stramge things.
While more and more of the big UK houses
ate converting their mainstream tiles to the
BC as a matter of cowse now, these are a
tecent phenomenon. Theres usualy Lt
effort made to use the PCs power effectively.
and the resulting games tend to make the
BC look like an honorary Bbit micro. The
great classics of PC gaming hall form across
the Atlantic. This isnt just a leg
machine’s origins either: the driving force
behind PC game development s stil

THE SOFT
UNDERBELLY
OF THE PC

Never mind the hardware - what about the games? Whether you've got a super-fast | Americon maricet, and its pushing things for-
80386 machine with a £1,000 monitor,or ust  Sinclair PC200 plugged into atelly a | " = oo =
PC's only as much fun as the software running on it. Andy Wilton investigates the | THE AMERICAN ErrECT
games PCs play. the British are concerned, but across the

Counlrpat Fost 828 ceni procesns
e becoming incre
EGA capability is reckoned to be just bou

in Bur
with brighter, faster, smoother - graphics,

The Bitmap Brothers® Speed Bal (image-
whole lot better when
Vour PG’ a0t EGA grephice.

= on F -
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ings for-

eres

mage-

(Left and below) The arrival of De
of (Cinemaware) in EGA form
tandard's come

game cuthors in the States have looked to n
geplh gemeply cs @ way of selng thet
war

T atrt paid oft: 1ole-playing games have
ed, and fext adventures cre stil
going stong. Could Seven Citis of Gold, the
Uitima series, or Infocom's Zork adventures
have topped the charts in the UK? They did
In Americct You can see the same frend at
work in the field of St s Sbecuum
Holobyte's Falcon is immensely complex by
UK sandarcs, whie Sublogics defmtive
Flight Simulator series of games e so
detailed they cren' really games at cll,

OLD GLORY
This depih reflects an important fact about
the Amerioon computer market ole.
Computer users in the States cre @ matue
bunch by UK standaxds, typically in their 205
or 30s: Bob Jacob of Cinemaware reckons,
The average person who buys one of our
products in the US is probably about 32 years
dd' This age factor is particularly pro-
nounced with the PC because of s strong
office presence: there's a significant knock-
o' effect of people buying FCs to take work
home to.

These oder users tend to like brainy
games with a Lot of long-term appeal, and
dont mind spending a few houws wading
thiough o manual. US games players dont

0 in for handeeye coordination and fast
Y games 50 much, parlly because
thet refexes fust crent up to teenage stan-
dands. They clso care for o different type of
subject mater: toy-related games are rare
things in the Stes, while sports personalty

e much sought.er

The problem with carefully wrought,
Becvyweight PC gmes is that they tend to
ook rather creary. PC users will soon
heat how good games Like Facon or Ultima
Ve, and wont be put off by rather unin-
spiing CGA screenshots. The same doesnt go
ot people thinking of buying PCs: no Spec-
In four colour CGA, Falcon (Spectrum

Holobyte) was a game for purists. In 16,
Falcon AT is great stuff all round.

trum or Co4 owmer is going to choose @ PC
over an ST or Amiga solely on the basis of
some rather nattlooking screens and a giow-
ing witeup. A classic game wont win
upgraders over if it hides its light under a
bushel

Graphic advances can change all this
banishing the ‘worthy but drab' image. At
long last the heavyweight titles are getting
EGA-sed, giving them the visual apped they.
5o richly deserve. Theyre being foined by
new titles, and conversions from elsewhere in
the 16hit arena. Cinemaware, a softwere
house youd normally associate with the
Amiga. are about to release their glossy Nor.
man-hasher Defender of the Crown for EGA
PCs, and there must be plenty of others eye-
ing up that huge pool of potential buyers,

OVER HERE
Ifs not just America that's getting on the EGA.
agon: wefe catching up In the UK
too. Solid 3D merchants Realtime have taken
good look at BGA and VGA systems with a
View to writing for them, though they say
youre unlikely to see Carrier Command on
the latter!
‘The Bitmap Brothers are another set of

ing up as their PC debut. BlL"m'p PC expen
Eric reckons that EGA's a very han

standard, and makes for a far benvr it

adventure-speed 8-bit classic info a cracking
xcade-paced puzzer at the same time.

The trendss even reached the continent now,
with games like Chips 9001ated Joan of
Arc appearing in EGA PC form. The stiong
graphics potential could even lwe those

ARMAMENT

SPECIAL

THE EGA
REVOLUTION

For details on the EGA (Enhanced

Graphics Adapter) display, you'll have
o leaf back a couple of pages. In a nut
shell though, EGA gives the PC a 16-
colour high- resolution screen to rival
ST or Amiga displays. It also provides
cunning hardware help, allowing games
to update the screen faster than would
normally be possible.

visually orientated French and German pro-
grammers away from thelr Amigas.

WHAT NEXT?
The hope now i that the EGA PC wil
become an qutomatic second or third choice
1658 mecbing, getting conversions of major
games dlmost automatically. This process
will take time: atter all, the Amiga had a
struggle for a while back there and ST
games will port directly over o it Converting
@ 68000 game over to a PC s an enormous
by comparison.

For the time being, BGA machines are
the exception rather than the rule in this
country. Eventually standards will move on
as they have done in the US, so that CGA
falls by the wayside and EGA becomes the
minimum coceptcble set- up. The potential
tewards are vast: sales info the US market
could give UK softwae houses a huge boost,
f they can provide the depth and realism
that American gamers demand.

[N =N &) aq
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sAVE
THE
WORLD!

Destroy the credibility of six world
Tedders (although Ronnie's got a
fiew job) and SAVE THE WORLD.

PREVENT-ARMAGEDDON FROM
THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN
PARK BENCH,

i jtting Image game: [/
What they said about the Spitting o L,

ANT”,
“COMPLETELY BRILLL f e
Image Account ot ARAVE

«STUNNING” The Spitting 3
DEFINITELY THE BEST COMPUTER G

EVERPLAYED INMY WHOLE L::Ei;m
The girlon the Spittng Image Switchbor®

WARNING:DAMAGE

A good way to really damage your cassette or disk is to smear

© Spitting Image Productions Ltd. 1988
Wier: Geof Atkinson - Music: Phl Poy
Hiustrator: Paul Cemmick - Puppets created by Fluck and Law

DU ARE Ferry House, Lacy Road, Putney, L
BUBLICATION  Temmomoiimozas T e B IER.
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SPECIAL

Imitatior

much.

fficial versions of coin-op games
stand a good chance of cleaning
up at Christmas, 1o the point where
smaller software houses that con-
centrate on original games cant
get a lookin during the festive season. No
wonder licence-holders are tetchy about pro-

Recently, Activision has been getting
fiercely protective of ts R-Type licence, scru-
tinising five gmes from ofher softwane hous-
es (hardly suprising, when one Katakis
demo apparently featured a message from
the programmers to the effect of thank you
to RType and the inspiration it has given
)

A month or 50 ago, US Gold withdrew
Great Giana Sisters following pressure from
Nintendo who felt it looked  bit too much
ke Super Mario Brothers. Wearing the boot
on the other foot, US Gold prompted Elte to
‘make noises about livel after making claims
that Overlander bore 100 stiking a resem
blance to s coin-op licence, Roadblsters.

Last year there was a Breakout Revival
he official licence to Arkanoid accuired
Imagine met up with Kiakout. Addictaball,
Eatty, and Giganoid along with a hostof oth-

to Arkanoid, and admit that they hadn't cov-
ered all the possibiities. Ironically, while the
owners of the official Arkanoid licence
growled in defence to their rights, the coinop
company which had sold them the licence
was tself sued by the people Who brought
Super Breakout into the arcades. Funny old.
world, it it?

THE OLD, OLD STORY
The only thing that is new, is the fuss. The
entertainment software industry came info
being with back-bedroom clones of existing

36 Advanced Compuer Enteriainment

games, and as it grew, it fuelled itself by
drawing ‘unofficial inspiration from existing
products. For a long time, people didn't even
think about buying licences.

Despite today's legal shenanigams, pub-
lishers and programmers cre set to keep on
cloning - or least bortowing and 1e-working

rop up again and again, o maybe the cre-
ative spark that brought games like Valhal
Ia. Knight Lore and Manic Miner has been
extinguished by the scrabble for coin-op
licensing opportunities

‘The naughtiness began right at the star,
when the fist home computers were
relecsed. Many of the captains of today’s

"Larger companies, like ourselves and Activi-
slon are beginning to realise that if you're
going to pay large amounts of cash for
licences, you're not going to put up with other
firm's duplication of the game.” David Baxter,
US Gold

Firebird's version of Space Invaders

LICENSED
TO CLONE

's been going on for years. Chaucer and Shakespeare collected up other people's stories and re-worked them, each
producing similar versions of Troilus and Criseyde/Cressida for example. But Troilus wasn't a coin-op, and nobody minded

Nowadays, pop producers are sampling recordings, borrowing other people’s sounds as well as other people's tunes.
Software publishers, too, draw inspiration from each other's work, sometimes to the point of abject plagiarism. In ‘the trade’
corporate piracy of ideas and licences is a hotter issue than home piracy nowadays... With the big companies relying more and
more on arcade licences to provide the hits, they're getting aggressively protective about what they regard as their ‘property'.
But the record of time reveals that the sinned against are as much the Software sinners, as we discover...

software industry who are now getting a hot
under the collar about clones were involved
i smal software enterprises that began by,
selling totally unofficial versions of games
Rod Cousens of Activi

eer in the
software industry with Quicksiiva, but more
of that Iater... Programmers now eqr
very tidy livings from producing  offickd
arcade conversions often learnt their craft
adopting and adapting games they had
seen in the arcades, with never a whift of a
licence agreement in the cir.

Industry veteran Andrew Hewson recals
the ecrly days: It smply didnt occur o peo-
ple that there was any kind of probletn with
nights. Everyone was doing versions of
acade games, 50 you fust joined in.”

e cor s chang game-
play and fiddled with the title - ike Intercep-
tor, with Krazy Kong, PSS with Crazy Kong, ot
ey even Ocean
started that way, but at least they were the
first company to buy the an arcade icence
(for Hunchback, with Superior Softwere who
‘went for the BBC rights). Others just went out
and cioned shamelessly. Like Quicksival
who produced Defender, Invaders, S
Scramble, Asteroids and Galaxians.

As offcial licences were acquired, direct
ic’_games continued. Just
‘before its demise, Mikro-Gen was preparing
o launch a series of budget arcade classics,
and a few years ago Bubble Bus had the
same idea, relecsing Classic Muncher as
budget Pacman. Classic doning stll hasnt
died out. About a year ago, Firebird relecsed
Arcade Classics and enjoyed great success
with s quertet of clones - Space Invaders
Asteroids, Snakes and Space Waas - which
apparently became ane of its topseling
budget titles. And not an offiial licence n
sight
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SEEKING INSPIRATION
Looking to the arcades for inspiration was
common in the eatly days of games pro
gamming, as David Liewsllyn of Walking
Cicles (nee Design and Crystal)
tecalls: “When we started Crystal nobody
thought two hoots about bringing out Space
Invaders and caling thelr game Space
Invaders. We didn' do exact copies, but bor-
towed hete and there.’ Tank Busters owed

anival of Star Waas i the arcades: Dark St
“In those days, we were just kids getting
on with if, David remermbers, ‘every now

instonce, we wrote a game and called it
Nemesi, not even knowing that there was
an crcade game with that name. It would
have cost a ot of money to fight the issue in
cout, whether we won or lost the case, s
we called the game Nexor

Giganoid: judged to be 'a mirror image' of
Arkanoid 012

SOFTWARE PROTECTION

Buying arcade rights has become a highly
competitve and expensive business. Lead
ing software publishers bid against each
other for the opportunity to produce the off:
cial version of coin-op games; the stakes are
high, and are getting higher. Last year, for
instance, the Out Run licence is rumoured to
have cost US Gold in the region of £250,000 -
add in the cost of programrming five versions,

SPECIAL

tot up the advertising bills, count in the
expense of producing the disks, tapes, inlays
and 5o on, and you realise that an awful lot
of US Gold money was riding on the success
or failure of the tifl.

Publishers need to sell a lot of units in
order to 1ecoup that sort of investment, and
they are understandably ey of having an
expensive hit title undermined by q ‘clone,
or Tookaiike' game produced without &
licence. The arguments that there's plenty of
100m for everyone, or that a reql fan of an
acade game will buy the official version
dlong with unofficial versions doesn't con:
vince the owners of expensive licences.

t yecr, there was  fair bit of upfront
sabre-rattiing in Computer Trcde Weekly, the.
industry newspaper - several compamies
the acquisition of licences with
aggressive adverts pointing out that their
solicitors would be watching for clones. This
Yeat the issue has gone slightly more publ

But where does diawing inspiration end.
‘and cloning begin? Were programmers sk
s John Ritman and Steve Crow gult

"You must have heard it said that there are
only six jokes in the world, and every joke is
directy related to one of those six, Well, there
are probably only six or seven games in the
world too." Steve Wiox, Eite:

lichallenged, ded to back
off. Microdedl, for instance. 1an up against
Activision with Cuthbert in the Jungle, as
John Symes remembers: they scid our game
was a copy, and that they were going o
sue. Talking to our solicitors, we learnt that it
el procbly cost s 518000 o go to
before we got a decision, so we said
okay, well Kick it into touch." In the absence
of legal ax for companies, as John points
out, a g company oo bankrupt a small
one before o case gets to court

John stil believes that you shouldn't be
able to copyright an idea. ‘Copyright exists
i the artisic content - i someone copies
‘game graphics then there's reason for people
fogetupset.”

‘Atari was amongst the first companies to
get protective about the rights fo a game - in
1982, it produced a version of Pacman for its

re g
o o spot of bother with Atari over Jelly
Wars.

The cloning continued, however, in a
iy unashamed manner. Pcman s one of

tight up to US Gold with their recent Pepsi
Mad Mix Challenge game, reviewed ihis
e

THE SAGA OF MONOPOLY

Arcade games were ot the ony heir case on the grounds thet
source o nspraton nth eary heir computer game was not
ofthe sofware industy. Tra- based on Monopoy aman-n
diioal eneriainments, such as difon of property
atwas e s 50 s
The injucion was wihcrawn at
‘omputerin droves. Ceary no- the doors o he High Court
one owns the righs o chess, according 1 Mel Croucher, and
draughis o bidge - they are about six months aer 1 became
and anyore
oftheboar,
feature, ther By tis tine, most of the
wihaGoT
operty T ched o,
chess, gobackalong way~as  ofthe board. Sound famiiar? And. el poperty-ading games.
Moropoly,
since the 19305, hasenjoyedaer Bothes bought up herights o ofunning Rabbi Sofware
monopolyon commercial proper- free games - one caled became oo much fo Alan Sav-
iy 1980, The
handiul ofsotware houses pro-  lorls Game and Finance. .
duced monogol:siyl progerty- InMay 1983, Mel Croucher Nowadays Leisre Genius
censed:
Waddingons
erBrot that ntrestgly Aol
propery and Novembe 1983 a period
Monapol cence had o ightto around tatme. Waddingons  when he ‘ool games
the Monopoly rading name, and  reacted with an nucin, so wer selng wel, sales ofthe
inggames have along istoy.  Go To al. Late i 1983, justas  very el for Wadcinglons, appar-
G the
in Ednbugh, ot nsiance, tere's  was oo
on
mmmn 1910ty Newbie  GoToJai. tery but actualy increases saes
ﬂnmrymifnwwom they intended to fight, defending
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SPECIAL

plagiarism with Batman and Wizard's La, of
were they just programming in the Ultimate
School in much the same way as Monet
patnted in the Impressionist style? And does
the same hold true of Reinbow Art, the peo-
ple behind Great Giena Sisters and. & num-
ber of other Tookalikes?

Personalities come into copyright ows
oo, i seems. Mark Cale of System 3 had o
spot of bother in the States over Infernation-
al Kate, which Datat Ecst thought resem:
bied their arcade game Karate
ik tht might heve been & person tng
between Datal East and Epyx (who released
K in the States). The men were different and
the moves were different, but there is only 50
much you can do in a Karate game - karate
s kenate, after al’, Mark observes

Solong as the theme for @ game is n the

‘aditional cardgames or sports - there cant
e much of  case for copyright infingment
Or can there? Monopoly caused quite @ 10w
five years ago (see box). Sometimes ifs dif
cult o determine who owns what - as in the
case of the Arkanoid/Super Breakout 1ow
that broke out In the arcades after the
Atkanoid licence had been sod for home
computer conversion.
Activision had the rights to Rampage,
Eughttrom e concp oy, and e
came up with Ramparts whie
Cramin o wonng en Tiecs o 1o
e relecsed as part of a licensing deal with
the manulacturers of Chewits). Three games
involving monsters smashing the place up,
but where does the copyright lie? As Ian Stu
art of Gremin points out, Chewits have been
nning o commecal bt S o Rom

lowed leaders like Knight Lore, Atic Atac
and Sabrewulf But then Ultimate came from
the arcades in the first place, made their
‘money and went back.

ALTERNATIVE
STRATEGIES

‘Spending maney on a fience nowadays s &
Jative investmen, a fom of verture cagi-
talism in effect, wth work ofen subcortracted o
programmers. No wonder the gians ofthe sot
ware industy are_proteciive of thei rights.
Under Brtish copyright law, as it exists at the.
momen, aking acon is expensie and 1

public doman - like ches,
"We will not tolerate infringement of our copy-
right. To prove this requires an enormous
amount of work and time - often looking at
games frame by frame - but we are willing to
doit" Rod Cousens, Activision

page-type monster for §

ates corinly an dloment of publcly
flexing coporate muscie in the disputes
about licences, clong with the desire to nur-
ture the fruits of an expensive licence deal,
Sometimes the big boys can co<xist in har-
mony, s happened with US Golds Gaunt-
let, Frebirds Druid and Electric Dreams
Dendy. Sometimes they fall out. And some-
times they dontt care - like Ultimate, who did
nothing about the host of imitators that fol-

One stategy that no-one has ried et s to
buy an fcence, wistion 1 te
rade and sit ight. Afe sx morts or 50, ver-
al comparies would have produced cones from
the cain-op, 0 the lcence hoder coukd sep in,
amexe the best version for pubication and
issue ijunctions on al the ohers, tereby sav-
ing all the expense and hassle of hing pro-
grammers..

THE WOLF PACK

The ‘milfary shootem-up! s hardly new o the hame computer or the coin0p
machine, and Operaion Wolt is the most recent i  ine of soidierllrs that
incuds Commando and ar Wariors. Tris Chsmas, Ocean s se 0 wow shoot

sure that any Ocean fcence makes unofical imiators look just ke pale mitations.

ve ried 10 get s close as possibl 1o the feelof Operation Wolf - you canit do
games lke WEC Le Mans, Outrun and Wolf and actally simulatethe coniros, but
e created te feelard

He's ot to mpressed by vmun s o chcke o oot siands up

Gary Bracey of Ocean is phiosoptical - s highy unlkey that Ocean wil be
rushing of 1o the courts to take acton against Wolbike games. °Its a shame”, he

we donteel 1o hreatened by . Ocean's
fne seems 0 be tha hey wil pass on any
potental Wof cones 10 Taio rater than
{aka acton themselve

Gary Bracey’s siategy i the clone
Wars s 0 produce the best game, making

WTMWWW ‘ﬂw Vl‘w

e conto’,nor i he 100 woried
by POW we saw it 2 whie ago, and 2000 6t el 0 reatend s a smal
spres inthe ditance.
Mungo Amyat:-Leir of Sofware Horzons, the people befind Veteran, can see
St b
Operation  Wolf:
vy s s w
of gameplay  nobody car
that". But  seems Mkkmy t
any arcade doning hs taken
plce... "Our programmer fves
and works in Yugosiavia, and |
doubt e’ had the opportuniy
o pay the arcade machine
The brief we gave him was to

Thisissue,  We'e got as cose as possil. Our game stands up —

Scroen Test loks at Wof from Ocean, and also casts  crifcaleye over wo other  amosphere f the o op i sofar as s possile 0.0 50
POW and Vet-

ean Op gy org-

al

(Top left) Veteran.
w.

(Above) P.0. make an exciing 3D comman-

(Lett) Operation Wolf o shootem-up, and Veteran s
justwhat e came up with.”

in e con-

text of Operation Wof. “I's going back t the same ol subject’, he says, ke how

¥ POW s coainy
on Wol Athough e admis tret POW migh have caan some npiaon fom
games ke Wol
monns ago 25 game to gowi Actonware’s ghigunperpherl

astan, jobl. As Murgo

et sa s G popurgane hame a e more, o a ot mm

P, and you cant really cence a game theme. The problem in the marketplace at
P

ey |
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n his 5
' Wol: 1)
s type o
an deny =
ely that <
s taken &
o s =
a,and | ] i one .. Some day all foae games
! O | ammeamaces - some ol o
e, z sne
was o 9]
omman- o WE SAY
s D1 sommstespuen Toam Formtons  Fre Kk ¥
Y I} oo 3 ol v A Gom e &t 3
. 2| o b P r s St
e how. S| Snoorutin Quarer Sema Fo \MAWKMEE' TS Aening ety
tane O itul e & T (ence. Mt Aok ot . fensve =
o G R R e o
n fom GOLIATH GAMES is.a'NEW Software House special
witon small selecton of our VAST stock of 16 BI softare! ADVANCED .. INVOLVED .. ORIGINAL SOFTWARE
. 'mmmssvosv'srm ORDERNOW... £9.95  Inclucing VAT Plus 50p pos & packing
:;‘f: NEWARK, NG24 LJE PLEASE SEND CHEQUES/P0. TO:
e a [ s5L00KNG
o HesToN SR Nuare
novees
— e 4| R T GUANTS amenget e [
24 HOUR SERVICE e

'COMMODORE 64, SPECTRUM



8olf but nevkr met a challenge as
and enthralling as
Ultimate Golf.

All mail order enquiries to: CBM 64/128 £9.9
AN i
//= 2N ( & r—\“‘5\\\\ :

Gremlin Graphics Software Ltd.,
Alpha House, 10 Carver Street, \\ [y
Sheffield S1 4FS

AMIGA £19.9
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SCREEN TEST

! SCREEN TEST

Welcome, to the biggest Screen Test section ever. It's not just big either, it's
absolutely bursting with headlining games that will make this the hottest
Christmas yet. There are no less than six 900 rated games and another five
that got close, scoring over 800.

Among them, are some classic coin-op conversions for which we have
devised an additional rating - the new Arcade Accuracy rat-
ing indicates just how well the programmers have managed to
reproduce the graphics, sound and overall feel of an arcade
game, given the limitations of the machine been converted for.
Itdoesn't reflect how good a computer game the conversion is:
for that you still refer to the ACE Rating. Operation Wolf, R-
Type and SDI are the pick of the month's conversions - great
programming, great games.

There are some fantastic original titles in the form
of Powerdrome - futuristic racing action; Bombuzal -
apuzzle game set to be a classic; and Joan of Arc -
amarvellous strategy game. They all weigh in with -
900 ratings. Still not enough for you? Well, how about [
the pick of the updates, as Nebulus and Driller
3 " arrive on the ST and Amiga to rave receptions? Role-play-
ers are in for a treat as well, with Pool of Radiance also
busting the 900 barrier.

It's the biggest and it's full of the best, enjoy.

THE RATINGS

Thisis  abens - Bob

under the PIC. The biggertis,  Games, Zzapi64 and Amstrad
‘Add o hat

our defnive raings for 1Q Factor  games than any sane person
o i oughto who

game. And, of course,  round (he started with Cental TV~
and

EVERY mactinetho  Your Sicirr The One? Enough
games avaabloon,  sad

" vy game onho folow-
WHY you can rely  inpageshasbesn soonby al o
on them... us. Wo compare s, express
i i i
{aiment et Ay Wien - responsily o getng our views

ACES esidenttechnical wizz ~is ino print. Wha follows, then, isnt

AndySmith ments, bu

) holein the gouid, but can wige:
~ thefoor it any number of alers.

We'e checked it ot - now you
cantoo.

£19.99
£19.99
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54 version - I you rum out of rockete
to " pumping
Thaching gun firs Into the tank

Spectrum version - your dar
e top. Another bt Pt

c - out of ammo! Line up on |
that magazine ‘and hope you hit It with
one of the few free shots you're given.

PERATION W

OCEAN spray bullets

OR 02 Vot s lousgiy o
thousands of arcade fans

‘amusement hals up and down the country
tinging to the sound of hundreds of machine
guns ctatiatting, e i versn of

shorlly for an allormats relece. Ha
managed to capture the excitement of the
coin-op?

‘The game is divided info six stages and
Your prime directive i to get to the fifh stage,
rescue the hostages held thete in a concentia:
tion camp and make sure they il get abocrd
@ getaway plane thats found in stage six

‘Atmed with a machine gun and. fistul
of rockets,you have o shoot and biast away
at the enemy, killing as many of them as
‘you can before they shoot you. Each horizon-

Stage one on the Am:
remaining and five tanks and four
left to destroy, your chances are !

uneTARES !

42 Advance Conputr Enteranment

- with no_rockets
r helicopters

tally-scrolling stage conteins a defatchment
of enemy forces which has to be blown
before the section is complete. Larger
opponents in the form of tanks, helicopters
‘and gun boats back up the foot soldiers, and
only be destroyed with multiple bullet

hits or a single rocket,

Targetting the enemy involves moving a
crossha sight cround the screen. ltg e
fire button changes the cursor into  bullet

« fon of 8 wifng v o
your aim is not that good).  Setting
out with seven magazines of bullets and five
grenades, you are under-equipped - 5o resist
the urge to keep the button pressed as you

d
toskes il e lying tiox e hey 9o
g off the screen. If the enemy is
g(mgmg up on the screen, you have to
ide whether you can last untll the
next clip appears, when you might
have fewer opponents on screen and
chance of sustaining hits. Small

ound include sticks of dynamite
which act like smart bombs, clearing
the screen if you shoot them.

€64 VERSION

“The only one of th three roviewsd here that gives
Wit oither mouse o joystck

Playing wihthe mouse s the easier optin, butyou.
o get more ammo and grenades at the start of the
ou play with oystck. The colision datec-

0 begin i, but ike most things perseverance

paysof.

GRAPHICS 9  1Q FACTOR 1

Aupio 8 FUNFACTOR 9
ACE RATING 894

AMSTRAD VERSION
youVe played the other versions. Terfc, f very
mindess, fun.

GRAPHICS 9
aubio 7

1Q FACTOR 1
FUN FACTOR o

ACE RATING 894

SPECTRUM VERSION
The graphics are all in monochvome (hough he.

macines. Youl find yoursel paying his for a ong
time to come ~ even i you manage 1o com

You'l fnd yourself oming back whenever you feel
the urge fo blast away at some baddos.

GRAPHICS 8  1Q FACTOR 1
aubio © FUNFACTOR 9

ACE RATING 887




ne up on Stage two on the Spectrum - you've just
it it with yed one gun boat and you've
given. more rocket et or the othor one:

et progressively harder.
the

e gves

H

Its not easy 1o get the hang of, but master the.
contrls and you're hooked
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UPDATE SPECIAL

ST @ Elite £19.99dk each
SPACE i s cne of e imis.

forms and is proving just as good in its ST
incarnations.

‘Harrier tokes the inferesting perspective of
‘having everything coming straight at you out
of the screen. You control o man with @ jet-

waves straight ot you. With the ground
objects its a simple matter of seeing them
‘coming and getting the hell out of the way or
Bisting her  heyie desmctize
‘The aliens of couse arent such a smple
matter. Not anly to they follow many different
‘movement patterns but they aiso shoot accu-
ately, and can come zipping onto the screen
from right next 1o you or gradually advance
distance. Ths element of perspec-
tive is what makes the game 50 enjoyable
and yet so difiult. No matter where they are
in terms of perspective the aliens can stll

atyou.
There’s a very impressive collection of

ARCADE ACCURACY
Obvi

and chalenge of the aicade

COIN OP SCORE 9

SPACE HARRIER | and |l

aliens o deal with, although they havent
been altered much for the additional datar

bouncing

alen from the fim Dark Skon. At the end of
ecch level is @ massive guordian that has to
e hit many times before it expites.

doesn' really offer muich that is new, but fans
‘will probably enjoy the extra challenge.
@ Bob Wade:

S I1GFACTOR 1
7 FUNFACTOR 8

o and difficut blasting sction.

Fortunately there isnt any of
that distostetul burning at the.
stake nonsense in this game.
Instead, it concentrctes on the

Sty oo scourge of the English

E

" her o history of events presented in @ § /
‘pleasant storybook form, you'e shown & map

of France that reveals the current poltical lie
of the land and the location of crmies. Joan of

the French characters currently
available to you. On

‘good man to send on a diplor

matic mission.

the option to commence @ campaign by mov-
ing the army commanded by Joan and
attacking other armies or towns. Armies meet
in combat an the open fied, while conquering

@ town or forress is o matter of fighting your
way insde.

In open field combat you use icons 1o con-
tr0l soldrs, cnchers, cavalry and. bombards.
Generally, weight of numbers wil ttumph, but
a ot can depend on factors such as the weath

ihers you hve Got 1 Bt s soverd 53
diers at the gates, then the walls must be
soaled, avoiding the 1ocks and. bollng ol
thiown down at you. The siuation is reversed
when someane atiacks one of your towns -
You defend the wal by throwing rocks and ol
Fatlure o gain the crown results in Joan
being pensioned off and the game ending,
but as King you can access the other options
on the menu and the real game be
King has to liberate the whole of France fiom
the conirol of English and ofher rebel forces,
and all the commands t your disposal nesd
o be used: diplomacy, espionage. helping
hand, Royal Treasury, Royal Justce, raising @




nt any of

s seven
railable is

SCREEN TEST

JOAN OF ARC

A well-done game from RAINBOW ARTS

ond as a ‘helping hand. Espionage can
reveal whats happening all over the country.
while the helping hand is a siniser option.
that allows the King o bump off or kidnap
opponents. If an opponent has been

tured, you can dispense some Royal Justice
and execute him. French characters can also
be arested and A, i [ prdthed i

youre inagood
The Royal 'ﬁeosury s absol me)y vital
because you can't pay armies, spies or any-

one e i you haven got he ook e anly
way 10 get cash s to impose tithes on the
provinces controlled by the King - don't be too
harsh, and rememnber that one type of tythe
has 1o be collected at the appropricte time of
‘year: miss the moment, and youte in trouble.

well thought out. When you become King the
game isnt over - it has only fust begun, and it
gets better and better

© 800 Wade

bove) T

p of France showi
B o hres ey o5 the biue flag, and
Franch held tomtory in at
e ight acoess fhe option monue.

llset sbove) Batting your way nto the
with

castle you have o hav
Several sol
order to g

he gat

el
groupsof entlere, archers and om

GRAPHICS 8  1Q FACTOR 7
Aubio 2 FUNFACTOR &
ACE RATING 912

Royal Army and starting a campaligr
Most options involve decing. wih the
game's 300dd characters. These splt info
three main groups: French characters, English
and ofher potential hosties, an
Each chanacter has strengths for politics, st
egy. and as an crmy leader. Good politicians
are usetul for diplomatic negotiations for the
release of prisoners, peace treaties and
alliances Good army leaders are obviously
good commanders for campaigns, while strat
aupio ERLLICELIEN | <oy copeas to atfect most things. Plenty to do right from the start and the depth to
ACE RATING 912 The attributes of the spies cre somewhat | [EENERVA
ifferent, because you use them for espionage

INTEREST LEVEL

GRAPHICS8(4)  1Q FACTOR 7
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'244’0 zmes‘ NEW%TEAR

ABC 9.00pm EXPLODING FIST +

SRS

your Christmas tree lights
toshame!

Spectrum cassette £8.99
Commodore 64 cassette
£9.99, disc £12

Amstrad cassette £8.99,
disc €14

11.00am ELITE

n
When the snow starts a-fllingand the wind starts a

bitentingors thanthe bisterngheatof g

— EXPLODIN( o n
9.00am SAVAGE ryoe foing iy e stafingyoue fce withall a
that Christmas turkey, here’s your chance to get backinto v

it utofth tocking tisCrisimashs tobe shape — o get kicked into the middle of the New Year! e
SAVAGE. Ancpi 99 4
‘mind blowmgacuon packed levels. Commodore 64 cassette v
9.99, disc £12.99 p

s

o

|

5

“Amstrad screen shot

e o caeci ELITE oxlodes i soba3D
splendour. Be warned, this

gameis soaddictive you'll

beupallnight ... and Santa

won'tleave any goodies
ifyoudon'tgetto

3. Ullpm DYNAMIC DUD

Going underground takes ona new meaningas you

search of wealth beyond your wildest imagination.
beware of lurking monsters withno sense: m’tmdmun
ducknot lurkey ontheir

Christmas m

Spectrum st £7.99

Am>|rad cassewe £8.99,

6 llﬂpm BLAZING BARRELS

Christrasjust wouldn't be the same without arip
roarin' Western. So Firebird are proud to present, fresh
from their famous ICOM studios, BLAZING
BARRELS, featuring the all star cast of

Bammo
THE MEXICAN BANDITO

“Tom
THEREALLY BAD GUY
You, alias Black Jake =4

Sequel to the blockbuster

1093 =—=1=_- WAY OF THE EXPLODING FIST!

Christmas Viewing

Telecomsoft, irst F

London WCIA 1Ps,

Telecomsoft, First Floor, 64-76 New Oxford St London WCIA 1PS. ALEGEND IN GAMES SOFTWA




Imagine a game that has the

sort of mouse control found

in Ferrari Formular One, but

with up and down controls

thrown in s well. A game

that takes you info @ whole
new dimension of ace games and a provides
vison ofthe future clong the way

Essentially, this is like any other race

the differ
ence s that the tracks go underground, loop-
the-oop and even try to crush your cratt, The
weather inciudes particle storms and ammo-
Diat and sulphur atmospheres. As for the pit
stops, they consist of replacing large chunks
o the ship, which takes a battering from ram-

There's a tight loft

urn coming up - can
u?

shadow, emersing inio
the lght on the other side.

POWERDROME

ARTS pedal to the metal

ELECTRONIC

‘ming into the walls and floor.

Thé six tracks will test anybody's fying
sl because they twist and turn all over the
shop. There cre thin gaps to squeeze through,
wals that close in, and tight hairpins both
horzontally and vertically. At fist they seem
impossie, but proctising and modifying your
highly-responsive ship will soon change tha

The ship has many veriables that affect
the way it performs, including different fuel
mixtures, cileron sizes, brake sizes, pitcholl
setings and filtes. The filters cre necesscrry for
fiyng thiough different atmospheres Lke
‘ammonia and methane - pick the wiong one
‘and the engines wontt perform at all well in a
hostle ete.

Blying round the course youll inevitably
bump nfo the wals, floors and celings. Even-
tually, bits of the ship get damaged, and the
‘damage start to attect the controls. With both
wings bust and the nosecone in tatters, the
cxaft steers like @ supermnket rolley with all
four wheels headed in different directions,
The only way to cure this is to make o pit

The pits e a very hidech affair where
body parts can be replaced, fuel

faken on bowd and data on the 1ace
‘aocessed. You can also modify the trim of the

ot fo make it handle better, ithough this is

best done during the qualifying session, rather
than during a race

‘The other competitors cre of varying qual-

ity but s going to be no easy thing o beat

them, let alone win d race. As for win

ning the championship thats one of the tallest

orders going. If the computer-controlled racers

You're at the back of the grid at the

start. As soon as the lights change
you've got to whack on the engines and
race to that first corner.

The pit scresn whers you can replace
bits of the craft and get refu

arentt challenging enough, you can use the
datalink opton to hook up to another ST or
‘Amiga and fiy agatnst @ human player.

The contls e prety tough o g e
%o, but right fiom the stant youll be hooked on
I ek e he g o gt P
hows play. A classic concep, beaufully
implemented and which will have you fotally
absorbed for months.

© Bob Wade

GRAPHICS 9  1QFACTOR 4
Aaupio 2 FUNFACTOR 7
ACE RATING 925

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

INTEREST LEVEL

2 beast 10 starl wih but s a
fal something that keeps you a
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will never be the same

HISTO!

‘manner of stange things are
going o happen, in fact the further you get
he weircer things become.

AL fist it looks Like youte in for a faifly
conventional WWIl setting, s Fitler rants
way on the opening screen. This impression
evaporates as your first task is to put

st cne part of the
Nazi Gemany conquering the whole o
‘Theyte doing t using lunarium
e fom mines on the moon. To 50p
them you will have 1o get to the moon and
destroy the base.

To get o the moon you have o find the
five parts that make up & moon rocket, steal
enough luncrium 1o fuel it and meamwhile

gy elements from your home base at Fort
Dix.

In the war 100m you have a map of the

tesisiance o slow down the Nazi advance.
Unfortunctely they can also be discovered
and kiled, 50 use them carefully becaruse
without thern its very diffcult to track down
allthe rocket
Once R has loaded up with lunarium in
the rocket pack he has to o through a take-
off saquence at Fort Dix. This isntt easy, par-
forly with o heavy fuel load, but its
esentcl you proctice it because falure
‘wasls a 1ot o fime. You get three attempts
at taking off, and youll be glad of them
acton sequence you get depends on
‘which location you fly to. The journey hap-
pens qutomatically and depends on how
much fuel you put in the pack. Choose the
wiong amount and youll end up spiashing
down in the ocean and ending the game

GRAPHICS 9
auio 7

10 FACTOR &
FUN FACTOR &
ACE RATING 814

Atar = brksiog fet ght you've Knocked out the Mast guand sm cen escepe with one

ROCKET
RANGER

CINEMAWARE at full thrust

you can use your
five agents. A rocket factory
found in the east and the Zeppelin
fieet is busy conquering Europe.

You're in the for

round and have to
Get

them all and you'll get lots of lunarium.

Can you convince the professor and his
daughter that your intentions are good?

Thete are two types of erial combat,
one against squadrons of Messerschmidt
1095 and the other stafing ground based
ack-ack guns. On the ground there’s a gun
battle with guards in a ruined temple and
hand-tohand combat with soldiers guarding
the rocket parts. You arent given much help
on how to complete them at firs, but the tac.
tics are relatively easy. However, every time
You complete a sequence it gets harder the
next time you attempt it
The subplot that runs throughout the
game s 1o rescue Professor Otto Barnstorif
and his daughter from the Nezis. This will
‘considerably reuce the Nazis efficiency but
is not essential to completing the game.
robably the best Cinemaware
game yet, blending superb giaphics with
arcade action and strategy. There's enough
vatiety and depth to it o keep you interest.
ed. although the pace of the game s stil
slow because you have to go through a lot of
graphic sequences where you do nothing.
Bob Wade

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

me sequences aren't well
Ker when you know what 3
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SCREEN TEST
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aovc naeen

{Above) The middl of the | third end o
fevel guardian. Keep firing!

{Below) Youve got reaily big hullets now,
but only one lfe lef

The genuine article from
| ELECTRIC DREAMS

{Above) Pumping away with your laser at
the start of level tw

(Below) Hold the fire button and you g
r laser bolt.

ARCADE ACCURACY

COIN OP SCORE 9

SPECTRUM VERSION

One ing e coss lack,oven on e Spc.

i is cocu The soun ofos e st b

it o s v 8 S e |
ok expct st how clo 0 pogramrs by
ave managod 1o get 1 the orga conop. 1 o 54
dningy addcive and guraiond o gve o 3

v et ger

GRAPHICS ©  1a FACTOR 1
Aupio & FUNFACTOR 5 T T
T W
ACE RATING 871
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t-oflevel
last one

ets now,

o i

-

first bought you news of this rem
coinop way back in Issue One.

Now, some 15 months on, Hectric Dreams

have completed the home mi

sions.

ing an B9 inferstellar attack craft
0ut 0 exact revenge against the evil Bydo
Empite, you tavel through eight increcsing.
Iy diffcult stages, decling death against
horontlly-scrolling background (ecch sec
i Joads separctely). In each stage there's a
multtude of flying enemy ships and ground:
based qun emplacements to conend with

pose of before prog
S s i Yo el
equipped with o front4iring gun which can
B o tromotes kv e the uten

releases small loser while holding the

fire button down causes a mefer just below
the main playing area to start creeping up. If
you relecse the bution as the meer reaches
the top, a more powertul laser bolt is fred -

en you come up against
: boddies who e fake more hils
wi

g up.

Exirat weapons are avalable if you man-
age to shoot the small han
that hop across the screen and then pick up
the tokens they leave behind.

One of the most useful add-on weapons
is the probe. This ballike object comes onto
the screen from left to right and fires a shot
whenever your ship does. Collect the probe,
and it can be placed to the front o the back
of your ship where it acts like a shield. Hitting

x on the keyboard detaches the
probe fiom your ship, sending to the front or

|| —

SCREEN TEST

s not actually fin
o vet ‘mst here's

game's o Wateh oot for the
update review in a future ACE.

4(inset) The second nd of level guardian.
He's proved too much for you this time..

(Main picture) ..but now you've got the
im. Being able to detatch
your probe is especially helpful here.

back, depending on where it was fist
atiached @ handy move when youre

ip against one of the end-otlevel guardians
because they each have o vulnerable spot
that you need to shoot and its usually in an
awkward place. Hiting the spacebar again
returns the probe to your ship.

Other weapons include three-way laser
shots, which beef up the fire power of your
probe, and homing misslles. Extra
collected from the eculier stages are lost
.vhenave! you lose a e

25 ships are avaiable to complete

e g cemo il - you have @ tok f fve

crecis, and each credit buys five ships. Once

Tost, you

ress the fire button and

contnue e geame fom e o et e

S ith b e s g that i

You ane of your five cred), or you can elect
sk bk o e beginning el

RType is @ superb coinop game and
Hectric Dreams have done a remarkable
conversion job. The gameplay is terfc, the
graphics are great and its tough and addic-
ive enough to keep you playing for a long

e, RType doesnt win any prizes for origh
naity. but for sheer speed, addictive game-
play and manic action its @ winner

Aody Srith

4 (inset) Collect some tokens and your
firepower is greatly increased.
(Main picture) Go for that white token!

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

Tough and addictve
months to come.

uil be playing this for [
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SCREEN TEST

FUTURE MAGIC

ELECTRONIC ARTS send i

the cadets

[N co2trol o an Intercepior Clas space-
catt and its crew, you are told to sort
out @ spot of trouble out in the colonies,
Transporters shipping from Caldorre and
Norjaenn to new outposts in the Rouyn and
Mistassini systems have been attacked by
Raider ships that appear from nowhere, take.
1o prisoners and disappear before they can
be identified. It is your job to find out who
they are, and put a stop to their activities

‘The initial briefing is rudely mtexmpted
by an atiack, and you are suddenl
In ront o the speceeraft command sreen

It is immediately obvious that, despite
the Star Trek plot, Sentinel Worlds 1 Future

s no ful3D battlesimulation

demanding instant reactions on the old fire
button. Indeed piay is rather more represen-

In orbit above Norjaenn - you don't get
this range of colour on a CGA monit

tative of future combat: as soon as an enemy
cratt appeats. simply press one key for shad
ow' and another for lasers' and let the ships
computer fake over. Its all a bit boring as
you sit back and watch the fireworks, drawn
in @ porticularly low-res fashion.
Despite rances, you have consid-
etable control over the outcome, as the Com-
nications Officer can hack info the com:
puter’s programs, tailoring them to the situa:

In frue RPG fashion, each crew member
has Strength, Stamina, Dexterity, Compre-
hension and Cherisma points - enhanced by
Experience gained thiough the game. At the

On e urtace ln you ATV, zbout t0
explore the

start, the crew is a pretty puny bunch, 5o the|
fe concern is money, which is need.
ed to buy fuel, extra training, and weapor
This is where the fun really starts, as you go
‘planetside to camy out scientiic missions (700,
credits apiece), mine minerals, and meet
ves — some of whom might know about
the mysterious Raiders.

from time to time you are referred to o para
graph from the Paragraphs bookist supplied
with the game. and ftake another step
towards solving the mystery.

pretty weak and of course the sound up o
the PCs usual appalling standard, but per
haps it is a bit early to expect Starglider 2
realism combined with a plot of this com

Youve somiored 8 Jocal hosteiry and
engaged the owner

SPECTRUM VERSION

its a sure-io recpe for success.
“Tough, but fair ~ and plenty o dol

GRAPHICS 6  1Q FACTOR 3
aubio 7 FUNFACTOR &
ACE RATING 654




other step

n bringing
system of
ation with
nsiderable
ences are
und up to
| but per.
nglider 2
this com-

clry and
jon

plexty. Some of the graphics look pretty
good on an EGA display, but if you have fo
Ut up with CGA be watned - the game
has cbviously been designed for EGA and
o get downright confusing ot times. The
main shortooming s the inordinately slow
tesponse time 10 the keyboard - almost
unforgivable on a 16-bit machine.

Itmay be a bit rough round the edges
butSentinel World 1 i Gertatnly astep in an
interesting cirection.

® att Nichokson

1BM PC
combat sequences, most o he
ap1Is ke full aovantage of the Atar ST-standard

and some of hetex can be hard fo read.
st vory playable though

The game

GRAPHICS 8(3) 10 FACTOR &
Aupio 6 FUNFACTOR 3
ACE RATING 880

it
you iscover the main plot

SCREEN TEST

MENACE

PSYGNOSIS blast the

opposition

THE hobtnts o Diaconia have got to
be some of the most ghastly, malev-
olent and fearsome creatures this side of &
DHSS office. They inhabit an unnatural’ plan:
et formed by six of the ‘most feared rulers
that have ever existed. Apparently, a large.
sccle atiack would prove 100 costly, 5o ifs
down to you to fiy your cratt through six
increasingly difficult levels in an atiempt to
destroy Draconia - what do you medn.
‘youve heard it all before?

osis make no bones about this
being yet another arcade biast - and
indeed. ifs been done very S
Each hit you toke from the monsters

You're at the end of level 1 and up against
a nas all sorts
ol

by

ARCADE ACCURACY

“The heacon sequences were
never going 10 have worked
wellon the Spectum, but ofh-
enise the game has boen
ransiated accuratly.

COIN OP SCORE 6

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

thoug}
juicy extra

gatory end-otlevel guardian, and fire s track
ed untl one of you bites the dust. Success
with a guardian moves play on to the next
level with all your benefits intect - vital, as
the levels get harder

There's nothing to fax the old grey cells
one fota, but there is that short term addic-
tiveness central fo all good arcade games.
‘Youll either fight through the six levels or lose
interest quite soon, though, so don' expect fo
be playing it months from now,

®Rod Lawion

1a FACTOR 2
FUN FACTOR 8
ACE RATING 678
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Amiga screen shots shown ST screen shots shown

AFTERBURNER - You've played the arcade smash - now experience the
white-Knuckied realism of a supersonic dogfight at home! Using your heat-seeking
missiles and laser ani-ircraftfire, can you be top gun against a seething supersonic
swarm?

Exparience brain-numbing G-forces; bones ratling with the body-jarrng pitch
and yaw .. scan with your radar, lock on your target and FIRE!




SCREEN TEST

'HOSTAGES

INFOGRAMES' captive audience

INTERNATIONAL 5. &
the subject of

this French blend of sctegy and croade

chon. A group of hardensd o b

teken conitel o embassy an e holding
several hostages o emsom, A5 the hecd ol
crack French SAS squad, its down to you to
vt the emonscnd fee the hoscges.
The game breaks down o thice sec

marked positions outside {he embassy. These.
chaps are your marksmen wholl watch the
embassy windows. Once youve posttioned
the marksmen, a helicopter drops off three
more men who you have to guide down the
outside of the embassy and in through the
‘windows. Once inside, you have to clec the
three floors of temorists and rescue the
hostages before taking them one by one to a
‘sate' room for collection.

Terrorist searchlights silhouette one of
Your marksmen in the first stage..

o, Hotel conronts & terrorst
inside the Embass)

ATARI ST VERSION

nch games have great graphics but precious
it in the way of meaty gameplay
10 FACTOR 4
FUN FACTOR 7
ACE RATING 689

veral dificulty levels
amount of time you have

be a litle dodgy. ifs fun to play and wil
have you on the edge of your seat for the

ost part. However, ance the novelty of thel

aphics has worn off youll find that theres|
actually very litle gameplay and fter
youve completed it a few times youll bel
looking for a fresh challenge.

[ ———

il it

WHAT" s Cn it i ook

cal in the Pepsi Mad
Mix game? e, e e qinning litle bub-
Ble has gone undercover, changed crinks
and called himselt Mad. What more do you
need o know?

Poor old Mad finds himsel n the Pepsi Vil
lage, a sequence of fifteen tricky mazes, and.
his task in 1 s o stomp through the comidars
gobbiing up bubbles lying on the floor. And if
the bubbles remind you of Power Pils, you
wont be suprised to learn that @ quattet of
‘ghosts also toam the streets of Pepsitown.
There's no fruit fo gobble up - after gl

GRAPHICS 4

10 FACTOR
Aubio 3 FUNFACTOR &
ACE RATING 524

MAD MIX

US GOLD's soft drink

Pepsi comes in one flavour only - but on the
plus side, Max can step on panels on the floor
andtemporarily mulate himself into other
Gedtues... lke a ghoststomping hippo.
Treading on another icon makes Max a Pac
Drac - he grows fangs and can suck the aura
out of ghostes, sending them Pacing, back to
ther electo lair

The rofund hero has a total of five alter

‘mission - ghosts arent all that are out to stop
him on his quest, and as you might expect,

In PacDrac mode, the fanged bubble sees
tie.

lte gets more difficult on later levels. Fol
instamoe, Max camit move on to another maze
untl all the bubbles have been cieared frory

ture roams cround undoing his work, and
needsto be stomped.
A few neat touches embellsh the bas
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INTRODUGING THE FASTEST CRAZIEST GAME SHOW ON EARTH
REQUIRING FAST REFLEXES...NERVES OF STEEL ... AND A PASSION FOR PAIN.

ik ok e ok koA ok ok

;

x*
I ACTUA] 5 o
AND TO GUIDE YOU THROUGH lT
THE HOST WITH THE MOST ... TH x
x
x
*
x*
*
x
*x
+*
*
x
+*
. x
The Bobby Yazz show is a totally addictive and excellently prl.srnlmi game that will *
bring hours of fun 859
A Novel idea and one that I can see being copied ([IIIIL alot...C&VG. ¥
COMING SOON
\ l SPECTRUM 4 .‘ o
tape £7.95 s 3 SALES AND MARKETING 1Y
CGOMMODORE 64 W AMIGA EiA he!
Dt oe PEf oy 1 BIGAPPIE %
isc £19.95 =
NOW AVAILABLE IN AUSTRALIA FROM Y.P.A. - x
e bhesd e E=BC Ny 4 14
s e e S s dus ok cone
LENDING, (R KESALE TN ANYAEANSS STRICTLY FROWIITEY DESIGNLN FACKACING 1 T e
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Rk ke ok ek ok ke ok ok ke ke ke ek ke ok ok ke ok Rk ok R ke K



SCREEN TEST

ACTION SERVICE

INFOGRAMES play soldiers

TRA'NING i ok Coes o
certainly not
for cowards. Four gmf:mr.q assualt cowses

t be endured before you can embark on
a fop sectet mission - which has yet to
‘appear in the guise of Action Service Il

The commando under your control is a
sprtely character capable of all manner of
movement; this does mean, though, that
control takes alttle getting used to.

Your basic physical fitness is checked on
the First course where you must negoticte
wals, es, E ders and
other cbjects - and run like hell. Officers

‘pushups’ d their
orders must be obeyed instantly, otherwise

ALIEIK)
SRR

RELEASE BOX
ATARI ST _ 22495k OUTNOW add amospher. Enoyase o star i, bt lack of
AMIGA 24050k OUT NOW
IBMPC  £19.950 INMINENT GRAPHICS 7  1G FACTOR 3
aubio & FUNFACTOR s
85 versions under development
. bl ACE RATING 597

you lose points. Rex the dog also needs to be
evaded.

Stage Two is the Risk Route. Grences
and bombs must be picked up and hurled
while you avoid mines and rifle fire. Again,
Box must be evaced. Al that comes the

) anyone you meet on the
rubber bullets, exercise
grenades and opponents’ punches. Stage
Four is a combination of the three previous
tricls

An interesting video replay feature
allows you to record and then replay and
examine your efforts over a course. You can
see where you went wiong, leczn from mis-
takes and do better next time you dttempt
the stage. An icon-diiven construction mode
also exists which lets you create your own
routes and tests

® Richard Monteio

ALBEDO

EORICIELS
DICK

s creator and master of the plan-
etoid Albedo. Made of metallic

D9 you fest lucky? You'l need to be cos
that brute eats laser bolts for breakfast.

A few power shots will make him think
twice about attacking you.

Laser-light lampoonery with

until you 1id it of every grisly inhobitamt,
including Dick.

‘The first thing that hits you when playing
is the music meet sampled sound lke
you've never heard before. The music plays
throughout the setup procedure, where icons
suround a pulsating orb shooting a constant
stream of energy that you irect at the icons,

Your mission comprises eleven levels
‘which must be conquered before you get
bash at Dicky. The first four can be complet-
ed in any order, but the remainder must be
polished off in sequence.

The scenario for each level is amusing,
even convincing... what @ pity the levels
ook 5o similar. While the backgrounds and
aliens are different, the layout is very pre-

g
GRAPHICS 7
aubio

ACE RATING 711

7  10FACTOR 5
9 FUNFACTOR 6
ACE RATING 711

dictable. Although shooting is the theme, dif
ferent levels demand different strategies. For,
instamce, in Novat you must shoot everything,
quickly before it touches you, while in Viruss
es you must prevent certain aliens from,
touching other atiens.

‘Albedo will be remembered more for i
music and flashy menu system than i

least halt a brain and provides enjoyme
® Richard| Munl?vﬂ

INTEREST LEVEL

ol w1t oo R o0 gt
pointment when you see the game, but play more
and youl ke .

58 Advanced Computer Entertainmen!

gty

B Rt

Pt s e




i to be.

Grenades

d Morteiro

BOMBUZAL

IMAGEWORKS on a short fuse

Crowther Ritman,
three names youd never
expect to find on the credits
for a single
theyve all conirbuted o this |
one. Tony Crowther was
tesponsible for the programming. but both
the ofher two designed their own fienclsh
vels.

Tnere are 120 levels of explosive may-
hem, in which you have to set off all the
bombs and mines without ending up as a
laage red stain on the ceiling. Each level is
compesed of floor tles il in one piane, but
you o view the game from a 2D overhead
perspective or from an isometric 3D view-
point. Tere's lso a map that can be called
uporeveal the whole level

Each screen has to be completed within
time lmit. If this runs out or you fall foul of

thiough all the screens you solved in a previ
oussession

The only way to explode a bomb is to set
itoif yourselt, This might sound a damn sily
{hing to do, but small bombs only destroy the
e they're on - it wont explode until youve

You're

walked off the tile. An exploding bomb can
also set off other bombs and mines that are
within or adjacent to its biast arear

You cam set off larger bombs as well, but
only if the acjacent tile you walk onto s @

RELEASE BOX
AMIGA £19.990k
ATARI ST £19.99dk
©64/128 _ £9.95cs £12.99ck
No ot versions panned

IMMINENT
IMMINENT
OUT Now

AMIGA VERSION
Both the 3D and 2D graptics are excalet, but you
can see more onthe 2D view: The music and effects
are good too, making a superb package.

ACE RATING 919

€64 VERSION
1ts much harder o toll what's what on the 2D view
but it looks good in 3D as we. The levls difer
the Amiga verson and genoraly Ifs a
it easir, but just as adictive

GRAPHICS 6  1Q FACTOR 7
7 FUNFACTOR 7

ACE RATING 919

Power
Ppyramid

SCREEN TEST

teleport that whisks you away from the biast,
Mines cre more of a problem because you
can't cross their tles as you can with bomb.
They have to be detonated by a bomb near
them or by some other remote device.

Two other types of bomb make lite even
more_compl Il bombs crent so
swell because they, well, swell. They change
in size so that depending on when they'e set
off they can produce  smal, medium or
longe explosion. Then there are the handy A-

mbs which defondte all the other bombs
on a level when they are exploded

The floor tiles have different chonacteris-
tics, too. Normal ones are destroyed by
explosions but Riveted ties cre biast-proof.
Slippery Ioe tiles are impossible to stay on,
while Dissolvers discppear when you step off
them. Finally there are slotted tles, which
You can use to move bombs around

Ties can dlso have other features on
them that attect either you or the bomb.
Power pyramids suck in an explosion on an
adjoining square, no matter how big the
bomb. Spinners throw you off in a random
direction, while Switches are a crucial part of
many levels becawse activating them
changes the map.

Unfortunately youre not the only thing

remotely conrolled to set off bombs and
‘mines while you it stl,immune to disasters.
The puzzles are briliant and. the levels
numerous and tough enough to keep you
glued 1o the screen. Youll manage all the
levels eventually, but youll ealy got your
‘money's worth in the pre
® Bob Wade

Amiga - this maze of bombe, slots, tele-
ports and ice could take ages to

puzzling, and the 120 levels

nmensely addict
Vilasta ong whie,
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SCREEN TEST

NUCLEAR (5 s ne combia:

tin of two nuclel to
form one nucleus with the consecuent release
of kuge cmounts o energy. Software Fusion i
the combination of two game styles to form
EA' first UK programmed game.

The styles in question are a shootem-up
and a maze puzzle. The two types of game
are dlso played using two different cratt,
‘There's a mothership which flys over the land-

and a crawler which can be caried
by the mothership or tundle dlong the
ground. Obviously the crawler is more restict-
ed in movement by the ground objects, but
there cne tasks which only it com complete.

‘There g 13 game areas which have fo
be seciched for parts of @ bomb which then

AMIGA VERSION
“The graptics are good but the actual dispay size s
small not using the ful heght of the scroen, The
music and effects are als of igh qualy, but fall o
make an impression on the mediocre gamepay.

GRAPHICS 7  1Q FACTOR 5
aubio 6 FUNFACTOR 4
ACE RATING 607

FUSION

EI_ECTRON IC ARTS

go fission..

has to be detonated back in the start crea.
Youll encounter five types of enemy - four
released by ground emplacements and the

destroyed by shooting them, as can the gen-
eators if theyre shot while producing an
alien,

‘The crawler is much less manoeuverable
and more vulnerable than the mothership, s
it best to sttate the landscape in the mother
ship before venturing out in the crawler. The

to remove bits of scenery o to open gates fo
other creas. ‘main problem s that
the gameplay is too slow when accessing the
switches. There’s too much wandering azound
with nothing to do. If you can put up with that
its tough to complete, but its never going to
et you very excited.

® Bob Viade.

INTEREST LEVEL

et resches il s
't easy to complet

FOOTBALL &=, ==

been big sellers and
hardly @ month goes by without someone
claiming to have released the ‘ultimate’ sim-
‘ulation. This one dispenses with the money
Rk Ll

TRACK SUIT manacer

GOLIATH over the moon

friendlies, tours and the fincis.
‘Your control over the feam is extensive -
‘you can choose from a squad of 100 players,
each with individual reports on them and
face opponents who can be inspected fo

you get on with
‘Youte in control of a European national
team - it dossnit have to be one of the home
countries - and are for, and

trying to
‘win, the Nations and World Cups. Everything
s run via the calendar - group matches,

Scotland and Paraguay are deadlocked
at 00, but there's plenty of time left in
game.

smilar depth.
There’s no graphic action for the games,
but you can have kick-by-kick reports of
games if you want them. These cre very.
detaled but do take  long time. You can
speed thee up, o for matches ot involving
your team get just a quick statistical breck.

‘This means it takes a lot of work before you
et rewarding results. I also meams that foot
ball freaks will be able fo get totaly,
immersed in it

® Bob Ve

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

add your own ‘ere we
0 chants, baton charges and head wounds.

GRAPHICS 1 1G FACTOR
AUDIO  N/A FUN FACTOR

ACE RATING 588

INTEREST LevEL

Lacks sparkle but footbal fans are guaranieed
many months of challenge
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REPLAY® PROUDLY PRESENTS.
The New Microblaster Joystick,
professional arcade quality, fully microswitched
for the ultimate in game control.
ORDER TODAY AND TAKE CONTROL!

FEATURES INCLUDE

1. Ergonomically designed handle and
r smooth, accurate ar
comfortable playing action.
Steel shatt for extra strength & durabillty.
. Bway arcade quality microswitches
giving greater sensitivity and precision
controlled movement.

wn

4. Non-slip rubber feet on base for secure
table mounted operation.

5. Large, dual-fire microswitched fire
buttons for left or right hand operation

6. Extra long 1.4 metre cable allows more
choice of player position.

7. Switchable normal/rapid fire options
for extra player control and higher scores.

Suitable for use with a wide range of
computers and video game machines.

Compumart are Compumart Ltd., Jubllee Drive, Loughborough, Leics. LE11 OXS. Tel: (0509) 610444

r e L P s s S S S
| ORDER TODAY AND TAKE CONTROL!
| PLEASERUSHME __JOYSTICK(S) @£12.95 each G5O (0509) 610444
| Totalencloseds : . 3 @O
= 0 order using
o s ACCESSVISA
| Ccsoatchadsame doy Atewmasimum 7 daysasiver E or complete the
| Pessedeverto E coupon and send with
a cheque/ P.0. to:
o | Neme— Date COMPUMART LTD
onths! DEPT.AC
o oEhase. Address._ == Lol
= s e ___posteod _
| = free postage & packaging U.K. only subject fo availabilly. E. & O.E. LE11 OBR
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QUALITY APPROVED REPAIR CENTRE

WHILE YOU
WAIT SERVICE
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

-
+ U vouatrepals 2230 K specirm. » S op gemes worh 0T se Wt vy
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ight your way through this stunning sequel to International Karate
ectacular animated backgrounds, amazing new moves including

double head-kick and bone-bending backflips. This must be an ultimate

't the sure hit; not against one but two opponents!

Out of ail tha fighting games that have appeared since thaSThit the

streets, International Karate + is undoubtedly the bes:

Gallons on gratuitous fightin’ and fumpin’ fun to be had here.

Watch out for many neat touches, such as falling leaves, leaping fish,

birds, spiders, inch-worms and even a periscope!

There's plenty more too - all activated via the keyboard. Leave the

fighters alone or press ‘T’ and their trousers end up around their ankle:

Now available on Atari ST £24.99 - also available on Commodore 64

cassette & disc, Spectrum, Amstrad cassette and disc

2 EY @ Mail Order: SYSTEM 3, Blenharn House, Ashil Drive, Piner, MIDDLESEX.
HAS 2AE. Consumer Enguiries/Technical Support: 01-886 5692




THEMICROPROSE

REDSTORMISRISING

\ e o Standlng between the Russian bear and q\a(:l
Red Storm Rising ... -

el astonishing variety of U
plunging you' into challenging and
exditingsituations.

X isher

vin this h

assette £14.95, Disk

o £19.95
bestseller by Tom Clancy and his technical collaborator

ith authors, MicroProse
the books intense. action and. exctement to_your

nudlear attack submarine at a time when the two super
powers collide.

MicroProse, 2 Market Place, Tetbury, Glos, GL8 8DA. Tel: 0666 54326

Tom Clancy © Bond.



tuning is a fine
folks, Its also a vital

DIFFIOULTY

‘al il imagination, atistry or wit can save
@ game that' way too easy or way too hard
Tudicrously easy games are all too common
these cays, but Lankhor have come up with
it of @ arity here: o game that's absurdly
dificult

The soene s the planet Elemental, where
joute about to go through The Great Ordeal

essence ths is a test that quatiies you as
i@ il n the unlikely event that you actu
aly survive. Roots fon: elighted to
know that he Ordeat involves nothing nast:
& thon trundiing around o series of over-
e view screens collecting things, turning
= [ o tanee and g e

Thc\s quite nasty enough, mind you.

ELEMENTAL

LANKHOR'S great ordeal.

The Roundline you control (actually a little
bl is continually pursued by spherical and

just keep after you. To stop them youll need
to pick up yellow blocks from one of the
screen's M squares.

Drop a yellow block in an exofic nastys
‘path and the nasty turns into a red capsule,
Pick up the red take it to a V'

square and it turns into a green capsule
Take this to.a capsule holder, slot i nto place

That's your ball up by the orange
but it has only seconds to live!

SCREEN TEST

ATARI ST VERSION
Graptics are subty atractive and the sampled.
sound effcts are great, bu as a game it comes

oo sacond 0 beatng your head against he wal.

GRAPHICS 8  1G FACTOR 1
Aubio 8 FUNFACTOR 1
ACE RATING 273

and youre halfway
screen. Got all that?
this coesnt exactly sound earthshatier-
ing, it might at least be nice to try it out
Unfortunctely you won' be able to. The nas-
ties home 5o fost and so purposefully that
you canit do @ thing. Its often impossible to
get from your start point fo an M squaze
without dying, o taking things any further is
‘amatter of luck rather than skil. What is the

to completing the

@ Ay Witon

Whizzi
trying to an

Iine cs closely as possible and avoid

hapards and other bikes, The.
thing cbout the dotted line is that the.
fo it you stay, the

g throush the pyions,
joid other ra

PACE RACER

_ORICIELS future biking

advertsing hoardings, signposis and other
hozcads, Driving into tham can have a num-
ber of effects - instant explosion. stop you
dead or spin you out of control for a while
Crashes deplete your energy, which effec-
tively acts as a time limit.

AMIGA VERSION

GRAPHICS 8  1Q FACTOR 1
Aubio 7 FUNFACTOR 7
ACE RATING 702

The other bikes wil try to stay on the
centre line as well. You can bump them or

en easly. What it lacks
opposition. A few more levels and types of
obstacle would have been nice

@ Bob Wade:

ATARI ST VERSION
Viually the same as the Amiga. The road s, i any-
thing, easier to folow but thee's it o chaose

GRAPHICS 8
Aupio 7

1a FACTOR 1
FUN FACTOR 7

ACE RATING 702

INTEREST LEVEL

Bags of ppeal but ot eno
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The meanest fighting machi




1€ ever to storm the skies...
chi
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Hold on to your stomachs, unscramble
your brains for the journey ofa lifetime
as you take the controls of the most
advanced Helicopter armaments
specialists could ever conceive —
outmanoeuvre the fastest jet fighter,
outgun the most dangerous gunship.

Traverse the war-torn skyline of
skyscraper city as you sharpen your
skills for the battle ahead. Plunge out
to sea for an epic encounter with an
immense, heavily armoured gunship.
Race on to a shoot-out in the rocky
canyon and dense forests, where your
flying expertise stested to the limits as
you dive, hover and skilfully
manoeuvre your way through this
fortified maze.

CBM64/128 £9.99 e £14.99 visk  SPECTRUM 48/128K £8.99
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Thrusting forward you gallantly roar
ahead blazing enemy guns
armoured tanks, jet fighter
heat seeking exocet missiles through

the perilous oil installation to reach the
final encounter —the awesome APACHE
battle cruiser, the action never ceases.

Never that is until you emerge

victorious - Golden Gunner — master of
the meanest fighting machine ever to
hit the skies.

U.S. Gold Ltd., Units 2/3 Holford Way
rd, B ham B6 7AX.




SCREEN TEST

[T 0ot ovet yet. M are sl ocies

for the intrepid hero encounter
Game Over to deal with, and 50 e sefs oft
on cnother mission, this tme to free the
imprisoned hero of the rebellion.

A spot of horzontal Galaians warms
You up, then ifs tme to Scrammble over a vol-
canic landscape before descending info @
cave system and doing batlle with squilly
serpents, enemy fighters and bolts of pure
energy. Survive that, and its tme to rhount @
stiamge steed and gallop actoss swampland

GAME OVERII

Daring-do from DINAMIC

on the quest for me access code that allows
i d load. A strange
space hoppez sequence e T ' sp0 of
arcade adventuring underground before
‘you gatin the controls of a helicopter, fly over
another voloanic zone to dulf up the guards
in the prison that holds Arkos, the man
Youre trying to save.

Lots of different things to do, but nothing
spectacular -  pick 'n mix of gamestyles in
ashort and sweet selection.

@ Graeme Kidd

B

Major Locke is in his ship and blastil
away at the incoming waves of aliens.

SPECTRUM VERSION
A good deal i tht you get Game Over | includsd|
he package. Efecively 2 compiaton ofinked b
get-sancard games tha s fun but o entvaling
GRAPHICS 5  1Q FACTOR
aubio 4 FUN FACTOR
ACE RATING 513

ATARI ST VERSION

ing new or amazing bu reasonaby entetaining.

GRAPHICS 6  1Q FACTOR
aupio 5 FUNFACTOR ¢
ACE RATING 513

Seoul Train

1 the wake of the Seoul Olympics comes
collection of aiternative

you dont shoot the alley cats or vvux score.
suffers. High Diving follows, where you jump

Slate smashing on the Amstrad.

SUPERSPORTS

GREMLIN get on the

off a board from anything between 40 and

penul
where joystick-waggling
bow, beifore you line up the sights and fire

SPECTRUM VERSION

Great graphics and good gameplay can' mask the
lack of chalenge.

GRAPHICS 8  1Q FACTOR 1
aubio 6 FUNFACTOR 7
ACE RATING 535

total of six bolts at three targets placed
ferent ranges. The final event is the
water Asscult Course where old tyres,
and stinging jellyfish have to be neg

Supersports has been well put &
and s great fun to play, but the mul
cnnoying cnd the events are not
‘master. The facility to play with four
increases its lasting interest slightly, bul

n there just isnt enough in the
keep you playing for very long

74 Advanced Computer Entertainment



SDI

ACTIVISION's peace shield
BONZ

Reagan may be on his way
out of the White House but his

[
Bobere . st sy 13 g s ity
radioactive wasteland. Just ke b

lte whazzing peacefuly cround in orbit
denly dll tnis hitech explosive

to view. Natually youre
going to get your laser tips warmed up and
stop everything getting pasT.

You control the movement of both the
satelte and s laser sight, using the mouse
o a mouse in combination with a joystick.

only control moves the sight. or the
satelte when the left bution s held down
Allernatively v
move the sat
neous two. Ulczvey gamnes, one person on th
mouse controlling the loser and the other
‘moving the satelite via joystick.

The screen scrolls slowly from right fo
Jeft, bringing on background scenery and of
course the nukes. The weaponry stars off
simple enough: Tockets cruise slowly actoss
fhe screen and ground bases appect on the
planet background. The rockets won't ever
barm you if they hit the satellte. Its impor

o has enhanced weapon
Power via that big biue circle.

ot enoug!

e blue weapons circle you, closing in
i them shocting o e b

The detensive screen whers (o have to
stop the missile: base.

SCREEN TEST

it you try to wipe everything out, because
if any offensive weapons get past you enter

adetensive stage at the end of the level
The weapons soon start to get nastier
lbers, e fast

screen, coralling you into a spot where they
can get an easy kil
The defensive screen doesnt scrol, but
shows the base which has to be defended
from the incoming missiles. These fly in from
the horizon and from the sides. Agein you
use the satellte o shoot down the
belrs they it home. I the base survive the
attack, ifs on to the next offensive section,
There are 12 levels and while the ecrly
ones are easy, the action starts to get tough
at Level Four. Progress is aided considerably
by picking up pods that give a larger firing
(aster movement and extra sights.

ing because they move In a delay pattern
behind the main sight and ifs easy to lose
track of which one you are moving directly.

‘Addictive, tough and packed full of fec:

very well paced to boot. One of the best

coin. jersions this year,

® Boo Wade

Ancank ACCURACY

ccellent conversion for
ey gamepiay and even
he control method. If you fked
itin the arcade you'llove it on
the ST.

8 1QFACTOR 2
9 FUNFACTOR o
ACE RATING 844

INTEREST LEVEL

Its easy o gel into, packed wih features and

Advanced Computer Entertainment 75




SCREEN TEST

DALEY THOMPSON'S

OLYMPIC

CHALLENGE

OCEAN going for gold

DALEY &t

€64 VERSION
Much easier shos sefecion here and the training
sonire e s st s o Ari e
eithe

ing games. This is his third jostick-waggling
‘game endorsement

The ten decathion events are the 100
‘metres, long jump, mm putt, high jump, /uo
metres, 110 metres hurdles, discus,
il favln on T500 metes Terasm

cluded, along  with some  tiining
prioscn iy nelg ttors prepare
for the events

The evens cre the usual combination of
joystick- waggling and butionpress timing,

AMIGA VERSION
Unsurpisngy, fs ot the bs! graphics bothfr pe-
sentation and the actio fseff. Music and efects are
competent as well Choosing shoos is bt confus:

ing because you arent toid whether you have made

GRAPHICS 7 1 FACTOR 2

aubio 6 FUNFACTOR 7
ACE RATING 644

GRAPHICS 8 1 FACTOR 2
ubio © FUNFACTOR 7
ACE RATING 680

prepares to lanch himself into
the long jum pit
but there are a couple of additioncl factors
hucwn in. One i the cheice of oatweat for
- a range of shoes is avalable,
oy picking the wrong one for an event can
seriously impair performance. The other
addition are the training scenes, in which
bottles of Lucozade can be won affter. pro
longed bouts of hard waggling which con
leave you absolutely knacker
Waggling games arent e}{adly new, but
this one is nicely put together. Its certainly
better than the original DT's Decathlon and
should appeai to most spors freaks,
® Boo Vade

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

INTEREST LEVEL

Wogging s, but s o the ot chalnging
play there has

BOTH Soo° o Nintendo have ight
‘quns that attech to their systems,

and software that llows you 1o use the gun

th
-
Amiga owners can do the same.

Whether you e he lght g ofsnply
stck to playing the game with the aid of &
i s
‘work your way thiough several siages killing
off enemy soldiers before finally rescuing six

In the jungle on level one. Watch out for
those p nimals.

Hungry like the ACTIONWARE

of your buddies and seeing they make it
sately to apick-up point,
Yourearmed with a machine th
nine ammo clips and six Tockets initally
and if your using the mouse a small sight
appears on screen and you use this to line
up your shots on the enemy. Care must be
taken during several sections as innocent
monkeys and dogs often wander across the
screen. Shooting an animal is not disastrous,
but it does reduce your score drastically.
Shooting the enemy however, is a jolly good
ideqt especially as many of then drop ammo
clips and extra rockets which you shoot fo
collect, Shooting tanks and helicopters that
pect latet in the game is no problem pro-
viding youve got some rockets - move the

10 FACTOR 1
8 FUNFACTOR 8
ACE RATING 753

sight over a vehicie, e fire and a rocket
Iaunches ctom

il the enemy off cquictty, beccuse
doesnit take long for them to start shooting al
you, and doing damage to your el
meter. Fist cid boxes appear now and agelh
and boost health a lttle if they'e shot on the
ground. POW. is not going to stain your
brain, but s  satistying biast while it lasts

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

76 Advanced Computer Enertainment




021 excmng acnan games.
'WOR’ £400

Free O “Organiser’ integrated business
software  WORTH £49.99

168 Avari joystick WORTH  £9.95

CREDIT

TERMS
AVAILABLE Phone for other great ST deals

MOUSE MATS f
fion quaty Mowso Mo 05 G

| crep

K) m,sge . ho 0 £1 2. 95
Prips CMBBaY, 14" colour £274.85 “v
Aari SM124, 12" mono__£128.80

(WITH A FREE ST CABLE WORTH £12]

DISK DRIVES
ALY meg, with intemal power supplies

TRIANGLE £99
cumana £99
Power £109

csis.
ySmih

> e
S et P L oy s quk ot 0 v

COMPUMART LTD
[ Aftor 30 doys and within the warranty pariod. > FREEPOST (ACE)

oL e LOUGHBOROUGH

All prices inclusive of VAT LEICS LE11 O0BR

Prices/delivery subject to availability and only applicable to UK mainland, N. Ireland and BFPO's. E&OE TEL: 0509 610444
Compumart rodit brokers. Simpy ask for writen detis. FAX: 0509 610235




SCREEN TEST UPDATES

ST @ Imageworks £24.99dk
Fernandez and his mili

GENERAL ',/ o oan

and youve got the glorious task of giving
them a one-way ticket to obiivion. Ifs the
same basic idea as the C64 version reviewed
In lssue 13, but thete have been quite a few
changes - by no mecns al for the better.

The 64 version made quite strenuous
attempts to distance itself from games Lie
Commando and Ikari Warriors by having

side rooms and other features. On the ST it
hos teverted to being a more siondard
clone. Its purely vertical scrolling and loses
ofher features from the 64 like planes,
parachutsts, and goid to collect,

Graphically the ST versin is infinitely
superior to the 64. It has also gained d cutting
edge 1o the gameplay. It really is extremely
fough to survive the constant attentions of the
enemy soldiers and gun turets, but it lacks
vatiety in the task. There are st armouries to
1, sates to blow up and prisoners 1o tescue
but these are just pointscorers that help top
up your number of lives,

ATARI ST VERSION

Sharp, cear graphics but ot as good as
athermecks. The explosons and sound efects

alo lose in comparison

GRAPHICS 7 10 FACTOR 2
aubio 3 FUNFACTOR 7
ACE RATING 674

FERNANDEZ MUST DIE

The actual aim of the game has dlso
been modified slightly. Istead of destroying
ases you have {0 kill the seven members of
the Juntat. They are found in buildings with.
red crosses on, as is Fernandez at the end of
the game.

This version is & little disappointing
because Id expect the ST to have more fea
tures. However, its st got plenty going for i
®Bob

DRILLER

Amiga and ST @ Incentive £24.99dk

FREESCAPE ioives temen
dously  impressive
solid 3D system, finally makes it onto the
68000 machines with this epic of drilling and
‘puzzle-solving. The scene is the prison moon
Mitral, where underground gas bulld-ups
ae teaching dangerous. proportions. Your
- an acrial view of the start location.
The conteol panel has heon jazsed up

tosk  to place diling figs and thereby
Telieve the pressure, before Mitial s blown fo
pieces

‘The game may not demand much in the
way of geological knowledge, but you vil
need to think hard and shoot accurately.
Youll aiso need to have a sense of wonder,
because the solid 3D used to depict the
game's many puzzes and hozads s very

100 5 Ju~ -

On the 8-bit machines this visual

impac;
was tempered by the slow frame rate of the,
display, but there's no hint of that in thess

though the criginal puzzles are unchanged.
A bold, admiable piece of softwers
i e vsia e year ago)
Driller has lost nothing in the meantime. The
ST and Amiga may both have  good fei
solid 3D titles, but the real world' feel o
Friescape puts this one in a class of ffs own.
® Ay Wi

GRAPHICS 9  1Q FACTOR 7
aubio 4 FUNFACTOR 3
ACE RATING 963

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

INTEREST LEVEL

eat a
eventually,

1o play, but you'l sabe i
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 Witon

7
3

NEBULUS

ATARI ST & AMIGA @ Hewson £19,99dk

VERY few games have stood out In the pest
year as exceptionally original, but this was
certainly one of the few. It mixes platiorm
action with amazing fower turning grapi
©0 produce one of the most addiciive and
challenging games ever. Nearly a year on

16Dt versions amive, not just with the
enhanced graphics and sound you would
pec b il st 5

You control a cute lte thing called Pogo
who is always centred on the screen. He
appecrs from a submatine at the bottom of @
cylidiical tower, which you view from the
sde, and have to climb 10 the top of. The
most original thing about it is the viewpoint
you have on the action - as you walk round
the tower it evolves, revealing what was hid-
den fiom view. Its @ very simpie idea, but it
biings a nerve tingling edge of the unknown
10 the gameplay and creates a unique dis-
oy

v
Having marvelled at this innovative
raphic style youll soon get cx
some astounding gameplay.
& essential elements its a platiorm
game composed of nasty timing pomems
and complex puzles, often reqy teral
thinking. Wh =t ceront o me un
of the mil. 2D platiorm offerings is the
wiaparound tower idea and the sheer inven
tiveness that author John Phillps has put info
the puzzles
Climbing up the towers is oo o e
of following a route of plation
g o g oo cee ety 4 ot e

the games brillant touches comes in F‘ulhng
does

Amiga - that pink bel is headed for
You must ith a snowball of
Yot e Sureota back down the vower

2T - 2 naaty ok this ons. To om
the tow

o the right of Pogo.kn
Hown o the pl:ilorm below. There ane
s him, 5o you've got to

Shaot fact too.

Amiga - one of t ches on the
of

nio 1t by the oianing allen = en you

SCREEN TEST

further down the tower - f just serves as
tback.

What does kill you is plummeting to a
yetery grave o he e o he lower o
ing to reach the top before the time it runs
out. This means you get plenty of chances to
lern. the towers, even when youte making
lots of mistakes at the beginning

Youll lso lecun to hate the spinning alien
who periodically appeats from the edge of
the screen heading straight for you. The only
way to avoid it is to go up or down before it |
mives, o gohuogh @ coorray it b
e Doorways take you straight
o b on ol s et you
cant tell what su

‘bouncing balls. The other dangers
it s, Yk s o o ol i
movement patten either shuttle vert:
ot o netrly bouncing back and forth
off whatever gets in their way. This means
there are  lot of timing problems to be over
‘come, usually in tandem with some other haz

In between towers s a bonus stage whete
you control the submarine and shoot fish
‘which then have to be collected to give extra
i o i e v Ve i e 5

@ whele new series of towers which make the
GRtogs kst cppec even g:eulm

This game cant be praised highly enough
for its originalty. graphic presentation, addic-
tive gameplay and losting challenge. Every
last detail has been well thought out in the
Pprogiamming to make a classic game even

© Bob Wade

ATARI ST VERSION

TR o et
Mmm\qm-mmm.
the Amiga.

GRAPHICS ©  1Q FACTOR 8
aubio & FUNFACTOR 8
ACE RATING 952

e supetly and wil g oven expar-
 enced Nebuloiders 2 good run for e money.

1a FACTOR &
7 FUNFACTOR 8
ACE RATING 952

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE
oo I e — —
» — ———

H
H

The graphics and addictive gameplay make it an
instant hi. The exta towers keep it going sirong,
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The new Atarl Games C

It's what every computer games player has been waiting for. Hundreds of brai
boiling software titles that'l push your skill and judgement to the limit. All under one roof
When it comes to packing hardware, Rambo’s got nothing on us. Everything from thé
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Cefres have hit town.
brain-§ stunning Atari VICS to the mindblowing Atari XE Games System,
 roof. So get down to your local Atari Games
n the § Centre. They're smashing.

NATARI

4 v/
pie?




SCREEN TEST

GAMES:

THE
SUMMER EDITION

EPYX have fun in the sun

g st technically compli-
lympics by | cated events, and therefore th
ied events. Up 10 ing ct are the ponalel bars,
s can join the fun with two play- | 1 a seri
ers going head-ohead in cycling and hur-
dling. Yes, those prolfic producers of sport
nulations are at it again
‘e sprint cycling, hurdl
umer, parallel bar
archery and diving. None
and-out wagglers, but the cycl
afar

Whoops! You've taken a tumble trying to do
the hurdies. You'e not getting up from that

AMSTRAD VERSION
The best looking of the free, wih the same tesing
gamepiay.
GRAPHICS 9  1QFACTOR 2
aupio 6 FUNFACTOR 7
ACE RATING 672

ECTRUM VERSION
| Graphics and sound up to e standard of the first

. 79 ti2gk  OUTNOW gama - ey vry i Gameplay s ust 8 aic-
T P TR e ana svatng

C4/128__ £095s 21490k OUTNOW GRAPHICS 8  1G FACTOR
AYRIS Ml
mm‘“’" ACE RATING 672

8:2Advances Computer Enertainment

C64 VERSION
raphics and animaton are up 10 the usual high
standard that Epyx mainian on the 64. The musical
peces that pop up in between the acion are aiso

GRAPHICS 6 10 FACTOR 4
aubio 7 FUNFACTOR 7
ACE RATING 753

some memorable
hints and tipson.

oulc
oup of peo

instinct will be

dicition to the Epyx

@800 Wace

~ Al

-

Classy sporting action thatwill last.

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

INTEREST LEVEL

Same old thing at first, then the adicion bites
but it soon passes, to leave an average game




“low you can test your skills on
Land, Sea & Air or challenge

Electronic Ats produces Home Entetainment Software on mast Computer formas. For aproduct brochure
and th location ofyour nearest stockis, please contact: ELECTRONIC ARTS, 11-49 STATION ROAD,
LANGLEY, BERKS SL3 8YN. TEL: SLOUGH (0753) 48465. DEALERS PLEASE CALL (0753) 40906.



RADIAN

You simply can't get the entire system for running a Dungeons and Drag-
ons game onto a home computer - but more and more people are having
a good try. American strategy/simulation experts SSI turn their hand to
the second AD&D licence, and Andy Smith checks out how well they fare.

POOL OF RADIANCE

US GOLD/SSI start playing for keeps

Outside the City Council building in New
Phian. Right, who's for some Orc bashing?

m has bec plex,

INTO THE FRAY

Tty 25 you might you won' be able
10 pleythe game for verylong wih-
outgeting o a fght, Once 2
comtat suaion cours (how you
encouter theenermy determines
whetheryou or the enemy.f any,
has the element of supris) e
screen changes 10 show cons of
your pary and the ppasiion, The
,,

you'efighing.For example, along.
‘Sword s more effectagainstarge
opponents suchas Trolsand. |
Ogresthan 2 broad sword would,
‘whereas e lateris more efecive. |
againstsmalerapporents such as
Kobods

bt continuesunl e
you il al the enemy (or they sur-
)

accarding o her nifatve ating' =

your party
the higheri s, the more moves {akes asevere Dealig, e falls

they getduring combt, unconscious and he coespondig
You can u ovr ool of {con disagpears from sceen. f
characters o the computer o opt. anather member of the party man-
o make l the tacicaldecsions ages o bandage the waunded
yourse, The basi types of charactr the inred coleague
weagan at your disposal are femains UnconsGous but ecovers
anged weapors (sings, cuss- aferafew days st Forgetto.
bows, long bows and 0 on)and bandage a wounded characterand

meles weapons iko swords,
maces, and spears). Which you
use depends on the type of enemy.

carted by the vanqushed enemy.
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ROLE PLAY?

ince no-one is ever going to fit ALL the
ADSD syslem inlo cnything uncr @ gige
Byte or two,

You start the game by creating a party
of up to sx characters see Characters box)
before youre given a brif tour of

The screen display during the majority of
the game is divided into three sections. The
top left of the screen is your view of your sur
undings and the top right shows the
names of your party members and thelr
amour and hit point levels, The game is

oﬂw

In the slums. Behind this door's a party of
the the meanest bunch of Orcs this side
of Mordor

GRAPHICS 7  1QFACTOR 5
Aubio 4 FUNFACTOR 8
ACE RATING 921

controlled by selecting various options from
the menus at the base o .

For example, by sel a party mem-
terfrom the Ittt to of 0 o,
ting the view option at the
screen cleats to show you that
charecters attributes, job type and so on —
Plis @ cameo of the character that you
choose ot the start of the game. Another
menu gives you the option to view that char-
acters equipment. Select the option to
choose which weapons the character will
have ready when entering battle. By select
ing EXIT from the submenus, youre taken
u, where the MOVE
option puts you in direct joystick control of

ck

Belor you sart he game, you
have 0 createyour band of adven-
e SRR A
characters fom 2 choice
e
affings and humans. Once youve
decided on a name, race and gen-
derfor yourcharacerthe computer
randonly generates s abity
scores. Thess ncude steng

wisdom, dexteriy and charisma ra-
ings whch aflect how th character
plays duing the game.

Nextyou have to choose @
dass fo yourcharacter Doyou
wantyourcharacter o bea figher?
Mageuser? Or a combinaton of
several such casses? Note the
ace ofhe chracter is imporiant
here— or exanple, human charac-
terscan ony belong o singlecass,
Whereas duarves and gnomes can
be jacks o alkrades.

Finaly, you st decide he
algnment of the charace.Algn-
ments the phiosophy e charac- P8
s by Attt alow

DRAMATIS PERSONAE

s non
e Hary
THRCO 20

CHIYTeNS tX31

society. A chaotic e character il
disdain aw and ode, indness and

Bamace 1ns

s tese
princgls obing the benefisto  points.

the party and you then get a leaders eye
view of the suroundings as you move about
the envionment, interactng with s
denizens,

‘The City Council bullding s a good place
1o stant looking for things o do. The Council
often has work for willing bands of adventur-
ers and they pay well or o job well done.
You dont have to acoept any of the jots if
you dont want to, but a good introduction to
the game is provided if you elect to
help rd the city’ shums of monsters and other
unsavoury characters.

‘Once you enter the stums, t doesn' take.
long before you find some nastes (see
Encounters box) and battle commences. Vic,

8
s

rucial to the development of their skils and.
xatings, For example, fighters get sttonger as
they gain additional experience,  mags
users can wield more powerful spels, and
thieves become more adept ot thei art

be able o give you some information, or
may ask you to do them a ltte service.

Whether you pay any heed to what you
hear, or whether you decide to underiake
extra tasks s entirely up to you,

Trying 1o capture the complex concept
of the ADAD system on a home micro, along
with the social aspects fo the game is an
ambitious project. I have gone a long way
to achieving that aim and have produced
an admiable RPGinfluenced  computer
roduct, one that will not only please hard:
core AD&D fans but will appedl to anyone
Jooking for a game to keep them enthralled
and playing for a long time to come.

PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE

INTEREST LEVEL

Gting hooked onhe game s easy. Giving it up
fsni,
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SCREEN TEST

CAPONE ~ |VETERAN

ACTIONWARE play da Chic

A sheep in Wolf's clothing from
SOFTWARE HORIZONS

ACE RATING 434

—= - -

An ancient curse, an imminent cclipse, giant pyramids, sccret panels,
ahidden shrine, poison darts, pressurc pads, treasure chests, trip wites
and mysterious mummics, all in glorious FREESCAPE Solid 3D.
Set under the burning Sun. TOTAL ECLIPSE is the BIGGEST
and GREATEST FREESCAPE experience yet!

,,
W FTh

<«
1 il

[




FINAL ASSAULT | ARTURA

SCREEN TEST

EPYX climb peaks
P GREMLIN travel through time

THIS first cppectred way back in Youre st left with a ‘wag:

ACE issue 5 and was then an | gle the joystick to climb the | TRAVEL back o the fifth century  hifs, but can be restored if you

ndorsed by | mountain’ game that gives you | in this magieal quest to collecta  know where to look for the

Bic Excoffer and called | six climbs to complete (youcan | series of mystical rune Stones  appropriate symbols.

Chamonix  Challenge. Since | stiing up to three climbs togeth- | that allow you fo lbercte Artura s not terrbly difficult
ught the | er if you wih) You have to | Nimue, apprentioe fo the van.  and the deter iaver wil

nghts 10 the game and have | make sure youre using the right | ished Merdyn who clone knows  complete it all too soon.

ppeenty mcxie some 100 | ecupernen ot sghtsege o | S the e e ol ©Bob Wade

ges. Albion are hidden, which you

climber otth o difiis, | need o

e And 5o it goes on, g

the fact that this is redlly fust &

oont vou sho bo | B e

hy). ture. You need to explore (and

jamepiay has been | map) a series of ooms and lev:
u.pm"ed but it stil wont get | els seciching for the runes, ot
you very excited. Youll

soonbe | the same time avoiding the

St g for new mountains to | deathiraps and the nasty crea- |
ty fures. Your vitality i reduced by
© Andy Smith
RELEASE BOX - ATARIST 510 980k MNENT —+
ATARIST 513 351 omon || E—H— SPEC__e70m, c12000,_OUTNOW L
spec. WMNENT iz 'S CoAI128 59 9%s, £14980k  WMINENT
courz amon | | H8 - AMS o0, 14056 DMNENT =
= s E: AMG s PREXUAS
L a el | [t |
[T ouTow A 6
'ACE RATING 527

EGII DISC E!EES

INCEeNTIVE zpHvrone, caLLeva park, ALoERMA

SOFTWARE LTD BERKSHIRE RG7 4QW. TELEPHONE: (073:







SEFORE YOU...

APPROACHING
PHANTIS

You must rescue ARKOS,
the hero of therebellion
against GREMLA, who has been
imprisioned. You combat

the kamikaze hordes, dodging wio

missiles and avolding balls of

Incandescent magma. Prp—
Once you enter the caverns of the
planet PHANTIS you fight your way
through.

fww

STRUGGLING g
After abandoning the ship you
capture an ADREC in order to
continue advancing on the planet.
‘A dagger is the sole weapon
you rely on to fend off the
inhabitants. You fight against the

straight ahead. Nothing can
detain you.

Pl v THE PRISON
7 You cross swamps,
mountains and forests...

¥ there are enemies all over.

more hazardous the further you
‘advance. You take command
213 hellcopter descend inta
the entrails of the planet, and
arive st the pison, It s hemly

‘guarded. Will you be capable of
freeing et

swanm

* SPECTRUM *AMSTRAD CPC * COMMODORE 64 x MSX

P (VIS &
8.95~ SR>~ 12.95
*PC COMPATIBLES * ATARI ST

) €)= pisk
f :/J ‘/_)
RONIC ;‘7"-
: o /4
5. =




ARCADES

SUSPENDED
ANIMATION

Andy Smith plays with some puppets and saves a world from destruction before
escaping from a prisoner of war camp and capturing some gangsters in this
month's round up of what's hot and new in the arcades.

On the second stage. You're about to slug it out with Xi Tai Hou.

Andit's al

e shouting. Oh well,

(Below) Ooof! He
knocked you back
on your heels.

90 Advanced Computer Entertanment

THE LAST
APgSTLE PUPPET
Homedata 30p

Dont let the wacky tile put you off, this beat:
emup a fair oid punch. The games for

one or two players and in it you try to work your
way up o mountein fighting various increasing:
ly difficult opponents. So far, so standard, but
what makes this game big news s the display.
Most coinops have stunning spites and
unds, but somehow they dont have
thot teal 1ogk o them, and at best they look
ke cartoons LAPS an the other hand has

the cheaacters is not brillant but the shading
and the backgrounds give it one of the most
believeable 3D dispiays yet.

actual games fun to play. and you
have a wide variety of moves to use against
Your opponents using the standard punch and
Kick buttons. As in most of these types of games,
how you positon the joystick while you press
button affects fust what move you make. Pul

down on the joystick and press kick and youl
o a leg sweep, push up and kick and youll do

 high kick aimed ct the enemy’ head. At the
start of the game ifs Just you versus cmother
‘puppet, but as you progiess up the mountain

Donit et the puppet idea fool you into thinking
1 it om o i, e ol ]
you energy bar at the fop of the sreen
ieaches 510 you e Qo Tying s e
sczeen (looclesly., tharik goodin

T gt ooy b i, e
animation may leave e o be desired, butf
1nis I the sort of thing wete going to be seeng
mote of, i our local arcaes then the future
oes indeed look biight.

‘e to put some more money in the siot.




Bingo! That's put paid to that end-of-level guardian.

FORGOTTEN WORLDS
Capcom 30p

Wanna go shopping next time youte playing a shootem-up? This latest one or two-player Cap-
om offering could be just what youte aier.

the game you take control of an airborne character armed with a front firing gun, and.
you slowly fly over several ‘worlds shooting il the baddies that attack you from every direction.
Controlling your character involves using two joysticks - the first moves your character up and
down the screen while the ofher is one of those paddle affairs. Twist the padle and your charac-
terrotates. Push the paddle and you start shooting.

Now, here comes the shopping bit. As you destroy certain aliens, they drop Zenny coins. Fly
over these and collect them, and at various points during the game o shop will appear from the
background. Fly in thiough the door and you can purchase your power-ups. You can, of course,
optnotfo by anyihing but wai il e nx!scige when youl e moie 8y Gois cnd be
il oty e mecter at's f you survive

st everything in sight fans cre going to enjoy playing Forgotten Worlds,
be atenly onginai game, but s great fun o iy,

‘which may not

{Let) Fiying through the Egyptian stage
ith plenty of firepows

Yahoo! There goes another guardian

EXTENDED PLAY

SCRAMBLE SPIRITS @ Scga30p
Thisviewed fom above, vericaly scraing shooem-ups
setin e 21t cenury and gives youasmal, i-engined
pane o . You'e amed it a ot g qun,and poer-
ingup gves you a fghter escon tatyou can use o atack
either aitborne or ground targets depending on which button
you press. Great fun, but again ts nothing original,

P.O.W. ® SNK 30p
Escapingfom a Prisoner of War camp's no easy task ~
‘especill when the guards know you'e ying o bustout
and come afte you aimed wihknives and machine gurs.
TS vk 9k s
Y00 manage 0 overpower, ou can (00, AS 2 Renega

meets Roling Thunder game,
itsnot nal bed and i well
worth checking o

ing punch
least until you run out
of ammo).

ASSAULT @ Namco 30p

Abit ke Vindicators s one see ACE st 1) i that
you've got two joysticks to control a tank viewed from above.
Youte diing iough a maze-fk networ o canyons, and
intead of tring comers you i etk overbeors -
anng fonard again. This conol methods easy o get Losd
fo.andis aso a handy method of avoiding the shots the.
‘enemy tanks fire at you

GANGBUSTERS @ Konami 30p
Large cartoon charactes make an appearance i his
viwed fom above shootemup. o nasty ank foobers
Have stolen a whole wocge o cash and as a poice ffcer
its down toyou o ound them up. They Go have fiend,
ough, who do hei evel bst 0 s0p you by shootng you,
but shouldyou see oneof the bank obbers (s ot hard 10
spotthem, tey'e usualy sa n the midde o th road
countingthe boly), you Smply have to oot ther and go
pick em up. You hen
1 deliver them to he
nearest waiing Black
Mariz where you'
receive a power-up.
Its atough game to
play,butitis great
n

SKY SOLDIERS @ SNK 30p
This vertcall scolingshoot-en-up forone or o players
gives you halta dozen misions to compete, each setn a
ifent country and time period. You'e fyng a spaceship
and the enemy crat reffct e county and tine period
you'e fghing i - doodlebugs appear when youe fighing
over 1945 Germany,and monopanes and bplanes show up
in 1914 France

Extra weapons are given 10 you at the statofeach
mission, and you ave a choice of sveral, inducing homing
missies and ousters’. You only have imited amourts of
xtra weapons though, S0 make sure you sav sorme fo the
encotevel uardians!

GABAI. @ Tad/Electrocoin 30p
ot long before an origial dea spaw
cares. o ek i
. You don'get a machine qun mourt
ot of o caint howeer, bt a pacal o whz e
sights around the screen, picing of he baddies 25 y0u g0
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Available s00n on Commodors 64/1
cassette (£9.99) and disk (£14.95),
9) A
Amiga (£24.99).

CORPORATION
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LAZING
BARRELS

&

T SURE AS HELL
GETS MY VOTE!

@ Telecomsoft,First Floor, 64-76 New Oxford st, London WCTA 1PS.
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SPECIAL

ired of cumb opponents? Bored by all
those electronic thump-puppets that
just wander into yow fieid of fre?
Well 50 you should be. Just because
e n sighily more

t

o
Fekiyis et eoire imtrectng
If the bad guys are brainless, they arent
rmuy bad guys at all - fust torgets, obstacles
or timing problems o be dedlt with

Unfortunately, once you gt beyond
Invadersstyle ‘canned behaviour you can
tum up some thorny programming prob
lems. Even where coders are feeling adven-
turous, they rarely go beyond a mixture of
canned and homing behaviour just because
these are the simplest patterns to program
Random elements can make homing siightly
more interesting, but the bad-guys remain
xather predictable

‘The next step after homing is evasion
lest this i just the homing routine
used in teverse: so it was in PacMan once
youd eaten power pils, and in Spore when
you activated your repulsors. This was a
fatly minor improvement on total stupidity,
but better things are possible with a Lt
more effort

GET SM

What if games were packed with nasties that could think for themselves? What if you could program your own forces to
attack intelligently? What if programs could actually slug it out for control of your computer? Andy Wilton looks at how artificial

Nether Earth (Amstrad), » sugar-costed wargame where you could see the resuits of
tric 3D form. If the ordering system had b

orders in real omet
Tore complax, you'd have had some really smart robets to work with.

ARTFUL DODGERS
As eatly os Elfe, bad quys were weaving
‘and dodging o try and stay out o you gun
sights: flight sm_Messerschmitts and MiGs
bave been simay sippey eve snce In
Allen Highway, Costa Panayi gave us bad
Pt 3 05

actually d

ATAR _HEAVY-—DUTY
EmICAL LASER

100 cant el them what to do when the
bom
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or Command (ST). You dan st » destination fo your Welnus

Command system woutd allow games with whele fleets of shi

intelligence and programmability could change the face of gaming.

line of fre, but the way the game’s mutants
and fighters work at getting  height advan.
tage is positvely unplecsant. Be warned,
complex behaviour patierns can  make
things uncomfortably difficult

There's still a ot of ground to be covered.
Even complex behaviour patterns can be fig-
ured out, and an effective countermeasure
found. Work at it long enough and youll sl

able to find the Achilles' heel of the bad
quy's tactics - and once you've done that the

SIDE VIEW
s tanks, but
hore ~ 50 massed attacks, coordinated
out of the question. A higher level of
them.

game turns into a turkey-shoot. The same
technique works against the nasties time at
time, so the tactical challenge evaporates.

This s the ‘dead hand problem recring its
ugly head. The bad guy behaviour patterns
tricate, but theyte also fixed. The
only intelligent opposition youve got s the
progiammer, and when you figure out a
way to beat him he has no way of respond.

(or not without publishing a@ sequel, at
at ACE weve aiways been
keen on multi player games s a way round
this problem, but there could be another
answer,

As suggested briely in Aliens Alive (ACE
isue 8), there's no reason why bad quy tac
tics shouldnit develop to cope with any killer
techniques you use. Aliens Alive suggested
doing this by an evolutionary process, so that
future waves of aliens would be shaped by
whichever ones survived longest this fime
1ound. In practice that probably wouldnt be
the best way of doing things. Techniques
ued in certain experimental chess and
diaghis prograns g 0 It iz -
tie uickly from their comrades’ mis-
tckos, whis bulding up & longferm Ko
edge base on what tactics seem to work best
against you




HELP WANTED!

One the bad guys start getting smert, youll
have to wise up too. If youte all alone
against a vast horde of hightQ aliens you
clearly aren' going to last long. Youll need
help, and it had better be intelligent help.

Of cowse, if a games uthor can make
your opponents biainy he ccn do the same
for your helpers, but that may not
game most people would want to play. After
all if your buddies cre doing half the work
You may not feel very involved in the pro-
Geedings. Far better i their intelligence is
Bt o your gume it i yotve o

cmmed them

Dont panic “were ot talking about
learning machine code and writing your
own routines (though that can make an

in its own right. see the

In fact, programmable
helpers would only be a slight advance on
the sont o axdeiung you gt i gemes
already on thy

I lost years Argus Press (now Grand
Sicm) game Nether Earth you could order
your robots 1o attack enemy droids or insta-
ations. It wouldnt ke going that much fur-
ther i you could give them secondary tar-

T!

ges for any spare munitions they have left
atterwands, or set damage levels beyond
wihich they should refreat for repairs. Throw

ire en route, and youve got the beginnings
of some serious smarts - and ifs all your own
work tool

PLANS OF ATTACK
Bulling programmability into a game could
ransform our notions of what gameplay i cl
about, Imagine a few possible scenarios

Tuke o task-force wargame in the style of
Carrier Command, for example. You form up
@ bombing group to attack enemy shipping.
but you dont actually want to have to com-
mand the mission persondly. If the games
running in real time you might well have to
tepulse an attack on your own fleet,

o prcbn & yoite seviog e

bombers out 1o atack o moving target
enemy warships don' normaly sit at anchor
obligingly wasting to be sunk - 5o youte not
e e s o when iy et
= v o Ko b

enteventualities. A simple programming lan-

ter wargame should llus-
trate this point alttle more clecrly

RADIO SILENCE

Youve sent out reconnaissance planes to
search for the enemy carrier group. If you
ind it you cam attack with aircratt, shell it

SPECIAL

from over the horzon or pass on the news to
your own submarine fitila. In real e, espe-
cially in WW Il or some similar period. youd.
only get the results of the search when the
recce planes got home sctely. I they were

flak, exceeded their endurance
or simply couldnt find their mother ship

forces could canry out complex commands,
while at the same time maintaining the ‘Chi
nese walls' necessary to prevent you finding
out too much, too ectly.
Of course, this needn't meam that

out on al the action. A debneimg ome
afterwards could let you watch highlights of
eqch mission - lecoNNCISSANC Of UN-CAMEIA

what the shortcomings of (or even bugs i)
your orders were, 5o that you could improve
your programming style in future. @
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TIGER ROAD™ Ax ancient tale from ancient China ... birthplace of martial arts disciplines. As Loe
|Mmumdmmmlnhn0lhmmhnﬂmvﬂhﬂlm awesome dragons and acrobatic:
to name but a few. You'll need all your martial arts training and mm.w,cmu-dm'nmkmm
u«-nnwmnonm:mmmmhmmmmm of the Orient.

Wong yon must it
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B

e

geme s been oxpctet for some
THIS o saing tove o |

1t with Mondarin, it seems lkely that
Lancelot will be the last Austin adventure
oduced under that label. What sort of epi.
taph does it offer?
A pretty dodgy one, Im aftad. Last
month we scrw Ingrids Back. developed after
lancelot, and cilthough I wouldn' nommally
Bt gnomes befere kg, 1 woud n s
This is a disastrous disappointment
the Arthuriom scenario is surely one
o the great opportunities in adventuring.
n that cwful old game Quest for the Holy
Giatl, with s exploding rabbits and Nicing
knights, managed to borow @ lttle lustre
from the days of Lancelot and the Round
Table.
Level 9 have made some pretty tough

LEVEL 9/MANDARIN's Holy Grail?

claims for this game. They ate on record as
saying it is their best yef, and furthermore
we have been informed that Pete Austin is

knights and the occasional flourishes of ecrly
Englishe prose.

So whats the problem? Simply that the
game, while superlative for ceriainbrief
moments, keeps getting spoilt by apparent

elessness and poor design. For exampie,
the characters are great and - as in Ingrids
Back - lead interesting lives that greatly
enhance the atmosphere of the game. How-
ever, they also have sloppy speech tenden-
cies that do not do much credit to anyone,
least of all themselves.

For example, its quite amusing when
ihe Darmosol Meledisant says o Lancole
who is canmying a hot cauldron, et you
drop it It is not amusing, however, when
she says it again after he's put it down. At
other times, the characters responses and
outbursts appear even more ilogical. Even
an innocent suggestion to Arthur can get
you the reply ‘Dont bother me with that [
am the king' (or words to that effec)
which may amuse once, but never again
Once suspects that the character is simply
saying 1 dont understand in which case

ADVENTURES

This month the Cowled Crusader takes a critical look at Lancelot, brings you the Paladin's guide to Lords of Time, plus the final
instalment of the Pawn solution. Al that, plus more reviews, hints and tips from the country's premier adventure reviewer...

why not be more direct?
Howeves, all this can be forgiven when
you find characters engaged in Interesting
actvity or, for once, repiying with convinc:
ing relevance. You can also forgive the poor
graphics on some versions (see screenshos

for some idea of the variety here) because
Advanced Compuler Entertainment 99




ADVENTURES

the locattions dy convey authority and atmo-
phers. Bt t forgive some of the
o oo, which s it B ovel
3 geme whero th chellonges e s a e
inventive and satistying.
The real problem on the puzzle front
seems to be the scale of the action that Level
jame
e point Lancelot has to
savo Titgel from om pvacing crmy. Thats
a tall order for a subplot, but solving it with
hing, one-minute simplicity
e player and devalues

Thats not o say that there cre several
excellent puzles in Lancelot. Its just to
Tt e Tttt hevs tas G e
appalling ones as well

selling points of this game are the

Same game different versions - Lancelot on a CGA PC and (inset) an EGA PC

and the interaction. The fist sales point is
sadly undermined by sloppiness, the second
pulls ifs weight and makes the game very
easy to play, and the third again succumbs
to oceasional glches. Thats a record of one
ss out of thiee - not enough for a
decent epitaph and certainly not enough for
@ game that must be one of the great might
have beens of 1988, @

THE ACE VERDICT
hrically impres
vel 9, by
ed by the idea are ot uhh—db the
fion.

LANDSCAPE 82 SYSTEM 7
CHALLENGE 91 ENCOUNTERS 85

Lancelot,inconmon with mast
Level  games these days, isa
three patstory. In Part 1, you
meet Arthur Merin,Si Kay and
your love-10-be Guenaver, You
a0 explore the cast town of
Camelot and get used fo e

InPart 2, you rush off and
your worth a5 2 knight by

LIVING WITH LANCELOT

some of the ighievel com-
mands, i partular GO TO which
enables you o instanty ocate
‘aimost any person or plac. This

you about the place. Atrough
conveien, t dogs somehow

rescuing damsels n ditess, 5poi he oy ofexploraton.

defeatng amies, and above al et are several opporuni-

rescuing varous captve knights. e or comba,but s i iited

games oher puzzies himse, acoept yourcpporents surtender.
Par3, Ityou e, Meri

100 Advanced Computer Entertainment

What's
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THE PILG 1 o the news tt

Psygnosis were producing

thelr firt real aciventure, complete with icon-

control, text descriptions, and even a spot of
time travel. All, hoever, is not s it seems.

Fisst, the game was not progiammed by

the s who Erought you Basbcricn cnd Tor

Mrtvile Manor ena Crash Garrett. 1 ooy
words, games that look the bizz but dont

quite have the gameplay fo match the
guaphics
e idect behind Chronoquest is simple

Back in 1922 your dad has invented  time
‘machine and disappecred. The plot is comp:
m\ed by the fact that you are being accused
of your fathers murder, wheteas evidence

eripd chains, nothing else.
pens into the cour

CHRONOQUEST

PSYGNOSIS head back in time..

suggests that in fact another baddy i resy
sble. You must search the time zones for cl
st ool wher com b you Pl he otk
torights.
This vaguely Lords of Timeish scenario is
complemented by superlative graphics and
music. Thats the good news
s mostly bad - for Amiga own-

push i appropriate to bash foes and

RELEASE BOX
29950
29950k

ATARI ST
AMIGA

OUT NoW
OUT NoW

THE ACE VERDICT

at
jon. The

LANDSCAPE 89 SYSTEM 35
CHALLENGE 75 ENCOUNTERS 22

apen drawers, cupboards and the like. Most
puzles are solved by havng
ad (b) an ftem to U
secnch-and select i the order of the day

Unfortunctely. on the Al e
m. You secrch a

e screen. The
sponses ae not often helpful and sometimes

wigh worse, the pio
jt the mouse pointer in
excetly the right place, ofherwise you get no

response whatsoever, such responses as there
e are hardly overflowing with detal
OK. 50 we expect this from icon-driven
‘games, but there's worse to come. The Amiga
version (see below about the ST game) is very
slow, with occasional screen flickers. I isfull of
bad Englih and awkward phrasing. It is
inconsistent in operation - for exarmple, exam-
ining one item in your inventory may get you
the response | BEG YOUR PARDON, examining.
another gets no response at all
worse, the system of getting and
dropping objects is awkward in the extreme.
To get an abject you have to click on it using
the GET con - no problem. To drop it, howev.
ex, you ciick on the DROP icon and then click
on the object in your inventory youwant to

some area at the bottom of the screen. Some-

times this works, sometimes it appects not to.

In one location, T dropped  letter and when [

fried to get it back was rewarded with..a
ropel Extraordinary, dear Watson.

This is the sort of game that people drcol

at fiontically ot computer shows. It looks

but it plays. erghl The problem isn' ane

of bugs, exactly, but simply one of obscurity.

The instructions cre faulty, the program isnt

rtunctely
ifs greatest strengths - the pics and music -
lead you to expect a level of programming
expertise that you won't get - at least not on
fon i e

The ST version, on the other hand, is

drop. Where does it go? Good cuestion, fellow
Pilgs. It vanisheth into thinne ae. To get it
back, you are in theory supposed o click on

o A e i
THE PILGRIM'S GUIDE
TO THE PAWN

M The Final Part

rumoured 1o be @ rock-solid atffair. Unfortu-
nately we didnt get it for review, but stand by
for next month's update.

S0you'e in Hell You can ask the Devil about varous subjecs, but bestto check
Fis views on the wrist-band fst. Once youve boen zapped, make sure you get the
whie out f the pouch before venturing north across the rope bii i

To avoid being eaten by the ragon, fine the white at the shadows, and then
poitat the shapes. Weap not over he hobbits - they deserve everylring they ge.

Once youve chucked your weapon at K1onos, grab his soul withthe aerosou (make sure you press the
nozzle)and then wear his cothes and get the wan.

The idea here isto make yoursef ook ke the wizard so tht he cragon wori eatyou. Actally,
youdon't have 10 go back 1o Hell pas the cragon - here s another route va he flying stone siab,but why
bother?

Don't daly with the Devi, o hel y you. Get the white again, then W.S.W. to the shatt. Go up th shait
10 the double doors, hen wes_ 0 the ledge, then e rope and climb up . The remaining five poins fo make
350 come from planiing th plant in the pot with he towel. The fnae of the game comes when you knock
on the perspex doors and answer NO, | AV NOT WEARING THE WRISTBAND. The doors wil open and
take you nfo another world. As 2 special bonus, i you type DEBUG, you can become invulnerable and
return The Pawn withoutfear of the dragon, the Gevl or whatever. Why o rescue the princoss alte al?
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FOR THE FIRST TIME, THIS IS FOR REAL...

s

But now - Operation Conquest - the conflict you hoped woul
happen. Arcrft, ground forces and the entie strategic nfat
s under treat.

You havent faced anyting lke ths before... ever!

ORDER YOUR F-16 COMBAT PILOT NOW,
Simply phone (0276 684959  quoting VISA or ACCESS crdi
number, name and addres

Digital Integration Urm\ed

- 2495 1M -



LORDS OF TIME
PLAYERS'
GUIDE

BY THE PALADIN

PART 4 Lorso! Tme.oneot

Level 9's early classics,
has seen something of a revival after being
revamped and included in their latest Time
and Magik trilogy. So let's play it again...shall
we?

1hope you won't need any help getting as far as the inside of the time-piece?
Good. Once inside, get the ticker going so you can get out again, (The clock
seems to suffer from an identity crisis and thinks it's Dr Who's Tardis. To travel
between the time-zones turn one of the numbered cogs, then swing the obvious,
then go out. The cogs should be taken in ascending order, with one exception,
which I'l tell you about later,)

First, you should find yourself at the end of a driveway. A wander round this
quaint bijou cottage should be well rewarded, and make sure you get something
1o keep your hands free for later on. (There are valuable treasures to collect
throughout the game, but these, in the main, are not necessary to finish the
adventure. Is it valuable? Examine it and see).

Before taking in the garden, go and get tooled up at the road works down the
lane. Back at the garden you'll need something that... To reach the keys you'll
have to do a vain person a good turn first, and let him admire himself. To find
him promenade along the stream at the bottom of the garden, and bridge it
upstream.

Once you've got inside the shed, make sure you take everything. One object
is essential for later problems and the other is used to put an old man (the wil-
ow) out of his misery.

Take a short cut back to the clock, along the outside of the cottage. At the
compost heap, eat the mushrooms, and gain  ltle insight. Finally, at the car-
port, nick the petrol can and take a look at the bottom of the Porsche.

Back at the clock drop everything valuable, but take what you picked (pun) up
at the road works. Bong! It's a bit chilly here in the ice ages. When you are
rapped by the woolly elephant,light a fire with the fuel and scrap wood. The
frightened mammoth leaves some things behind. To get further you'll have to be
Kinder to another member of the animal kingdom - you did bring the cat food
didn't you? A sore point may find a better home in the compost - but remember
o haggle with the tooth fairy, so you can shine light on later problems.

Now that the tiger's been placated you can wander round the caves. You'll
néed to break the ice a couple of times and make some ice to walk across.

Release the queen and she will give you something which is useful to another
member of royalty later on. That wraps it up here so take a short cut south, down
the tunnel,

' More next month. See previous page for final solution to Ye Pawn ~ long
awaited by many patient Pilgs who have been robbed of their victory by
shortage of space...

| CONTACTING THE PILG

is: THE PILGRIM, ACE MAGAZINE, 4 QUEEN STREET, BATH, BA1 1EJ.

d addr d dont fo ut ACE o

ADVENTURE

NO PROBLEM!

' Once again,fellow Pigs come to the aid
of those in distess. This month's Trly Viru-
ous Ones include: Jason Hand, Mark Cole-
man, Ross Halliday, and Wayne Piper.

KINGS QUEST 2

Leave cupboard open in wizard's bedroom, then

ook behind i to find magic map.

To dodge wizard on the pirate’s ship, stay on the
"

To defeat the ragon, use the storm brew.

BEYOND ZORK

To ear more compassion, use the levitaton to
the baby hungus from the quicksand.

Jump off the infiitely long bridge using the
umbrella,

CORRUPTION

Open cistern in cubicle and search it

‘Smash Volvo window with screwdrive from glove
riment.

Theresa eaves e office at 10.00 - gt brass key

ffom her crawer and enter David's ofice.

When Nurse Stephenson leaves the ward, get up

get the papers and pilow case from under the

emply bed, then go to operating theatre, get ban-

dage, and wear i

Put all except papers into pilow case and lie on

bed. When in ambulance, remove clothes from

pilow case and put them on. Remove bandage.

Get up, open ambulance doors, and jump for it

SHADOWGATE

Operate hammer on middle miror in mirro room.
Operate spear on tol,

Operate ey to the worldscrollon giobe.

Kill gir in turret with silvr arrow.

Operate star on wyvern i turret,

Operate rght pane in throne room

DEJA VU

Operate card on slot in it and on wall

Operate syringe on container marked BISODIU-
MITIS, then operate syringe on self,

Syringe fat lady with sodium pentathol.

dventy ts and tips. and correspondence

dastardly Pilgl
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PAISISIINIG]Y[O[UIBIY]?

21st CENTURY WARRIOR APACHE

GUNSHIE

THE AWARD WINNING ATTACK HELICOPTER SIMULATION

Experience the challenge and danger of attack
helicopter flying. Gunship is an award-winning simu-
lation of the Apache, the worlds most sophisticated
wartior helicopter. Incredibly detailed and featuring

oftheUKsbest &e\lmgcham

pilot you must fight your way through the war
zonesatine world Youll use the same amazing array of
advanced weapon systems as real Apache pilots — laser
quided isles, racar and infra red warmings, night

viewers, cannons, rockets and jammers. The dang
combat missions will take you from the training fleldx o'
the USA to the battlefields of Somh East Asia, Central
America, the Middle Eastand Eu

If youlve got the skills to survwe . you'l be rewarded
with medals and rank promotions

Gunship. The Slmulzlmn Whl(h blows all other
heicoptersmultiorsoutof

Avaﬂ b\ 64/128 fas.vet\e £14.95, Disk £19.95,
Spectrur ctrum +3 £14.95, Amstrad Cassette
£14.95, Dlsk £19. 95 Atari ST £24.95, 1BM PC £34.95.

MicroProse, 2 Market Place, Tetbury, Glos. GL8 8DA. Telephone: 0666 54326
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Music

JEAN-MICHEL
JARRE

When Jean-Michel Jarre said he wanted to gather 2,500 technicians, 200 musicians,
40 tons of generators, scores of searchlights, lasers and slide projectors and a
stage full of synthesizers and computers together for an open-air concert in
London's Docklands, people said he was mad.
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and andlog synth sweeps and o few of the
rolling sequences which characterise Jarre’s
more up-tempo material. But theres lttle in
the way of memorable melody there, and
the older material from the Oxygene’ and
‘Equinoxe' LPs stood up much befter on the
night. That's not to say that the music was
reproduced unconvincingly - it all got very
close 1o the album versions, but that may
have been something to do with the three
24tack tape machines whining away
‘behind the giant thiee-tier floating stage,

MUSIC, MAESTRO, PLEASE...
Jaes role during the concert was more that
of & conductor than a musician, with his con-
trol centre supposedly collating the action of
the lights, lasers, slide projectors and musi.
Duing the Houston concert he played some
parts from & modified Yamaha KX5 remote
keyboard strapped around his neck. but for
this show hed had  grotesque new device
buit - all poking out bits of metal, wonky
keys and microphones on the end of a point
ed stick.Sti, it @l managed to {ool the Radio
1DJ who hosted the show on its first night
radio transmission and. whose guLbilty was
matched only by his lock of knowledge of
modern musical instruments (whet the hell s
a'Sonovox anyWay?)

Whats certain is this the 100.0dd choir
really were singing, the drummer Joe Ham:
‘mer was battering away for a least part of

the time on his longe Simmons-
based kit, and at least one of
the synth players Dominique
Perrer (anyone out there got
the old Space Art albums he
recorded? ), Michel Geiss, Syl-
vain Durand and Francis Rim:
bert was visible complete with
remote keyboard and comput-
er monitor. Hank Marvin (yes
Hank Marvin fiom The Shad-

tilevering around the

stage and plonking itself in front of the musi-
ciams.

Jane's famed Loser hap sequence,
which is more interesting visuctly tham musi-
cally, was tendered almost totally mmﬂess
by the fact tr ke and rain mad

musician and boams (and even the shining
asbestos gloves which supposedly have fo
be wom when cutting the powertul laser
beams 1o trigger off the synthesizers) effec.
tively invisible, and while the effect of the
eX-WW?2 secrchlights playing on the under
side of the low clouds was breathtaking, it
was fionic that those same clouds spend
most of thelr evening dropping freezing
‘water on the cudience. And ifs the nature of
the audience which makes the whole Dock.
lands Debacle o depressing. Like the Hous-

Music

fon and Lyon concerts, Destina- |

‘concert rom points al along the
ames. But the very layout of
the concert, which seemed to be
a closely-guarded secret even
from the press until fust before
the event, made sure that this
was impossibie. Even discount-
ing the satety objections from
Newham Council which led to

the show being cancelled just
days before ifs original date (organisers did:
nit even have a license at that stage), the
fact is that there were very few angles from
Wwhich the show could be seen outside the
dock itself. But the whole thing will probably
ook brilliant on television later this year, with
the raindrops electronically edited out and
big close-ups of the stage - a pity they could:
nit project  few for the paying customers on

So Jean-Michel bringing high-technology
music to the people? Kardly. But in the pro-

amme for the concert there was  full
page advert for the new Vangelis album,
Direct, which isnt being promoted by any
‘mega-concert but which steps out on  lmb
by including TUNES. Now THATS bringing
high:tech mUSIC o the people

THE ACE CHRISTMAS SPECIAL

NEXT MONTH ON ACE SPECIAL

‘The kung-fu surprise that Ocean's about to spring this Christmas.
DRAGON NINJA BUMPER ISSUE PRICE

A playable demo of Ocean's arcade conversion from Data East's
original coin-op.

£2.50

(WITH CASSETTE OR DISK)

Once again, ACE is a the forefront of magazine technology.
For the first time anywhers i the world, a magazine brings you
aplayable demo of a top Christmas game on your computer.

Alternate issues of ACE will have a cover mounted cassette or
disk. You choose which format you want. Tell your newsagent
now which version you require.

Dear Newsagent, Please reserve me a copy of ACE each month
DRAGON NINJA Avauame on cassatt for Specium and Cs4, untifurther notice starting with the Chrisimas issue.
on disk for Atari ST and Ami

NEXT MONTH IN ACE

+Christmas Past, Chistmas Present, Christmas Future

*Arcade Extravaganz:

CFuleviws of Afeourner and Thunderbiade

+The ACE 88 A

“Stocking Filers - Cnmpwia\\uns Roundup and the Best of Budget
“Over 170 action packed pages

11 will callin to collect it [ Please deliver it to my home.
Narme,

Address

Postcode.

DON'T MISS THE XMAS ISSUE OF ACE - ORDER
ITNOW FROM YOUR NEWSAGENT

(orbetter stil, buy a subl)

1 would like a copy of the Christmas issue of ACE with a cover

mounted cassette/disk". (*Please elete as appropriate)

To th newsagent: You wil rocove January (Chistms) ssues of ACE allmately cover
norder

Ploaso con
1actyour oca wholosalernow. ACE is disirouted by SM Ditiasion

ned. |




MuUsiIc

twigged, MCMXCIX
St 1999, e o ik
to Jook at all the music software avalable
through this extremely gohead London
‘based company.

Sure, there are other software specidlsts
such as Syndromic Music (who handle the
Hybrid Arts lines), but no-one else has quite
the range of MCM, who stock scores of soft-
‘ware packages for the Atari ST, Commodore
Amiga, Apple, Macintosh, IBM PC and com-
‘patibles, with Archimedes packages already
on their way. Most of these lines are Amerl-
can, from companies such as Dr T, Passport,
Soundauest and Intelligent Music, but there
e several Britsh lines such as Pandora

hardly taken off in the States.
Weve taken a look recently at several

ing and graphicstosound conversion, and
will be reviewing them in detail in the com-
ing months. Prices for the entire MCM range.
e from as litle as £4295 (for Opoodes
Amiga MusicMouse) to as much as £475 for
Cue 20, a fim score preparation package
‘which runs on the Mac.

INTELLIGENT MUSIC MIDIDRAW

Mari ST £89.95
MIDIDraw is STRANGE. Its conceived partly
in the tadition of Intelligent Musics more
expensive 'M" package, which is an ‘Intelli-
gent autocomposer', taking your input in
the form of a few notes and turning out vari-
ations, accompaniments and all sorts of
inversions and extended possibilites.

INTRO MCMXCIX...

equal spacing and will continue to loop if

‘your synth or samplen) and play along with
them. The recorder also allows you fo
change termpo, play back in Real Time (that
s, timed exactly as you entered the nofes),
skip a set percentage of notes, or randomise

the playback of notes.

The final control panel, the Interpreter,
wil create s own musical pat scom.
nin /e on screen a

pixels, and the Interpreter can piay up fo
four notes ot  tme - its the only polyphonic
part of the package.

You can save a Snapshot, which is a
compiete contrl set up for four panels, of @
Movie, which is @ complete live performance
using the Mouse. And that's about as far s i
qoes - atter that, fs up to you fo choose inter-
esting sounds, perform in musically useful
rn(mnel «and make something of the results.

v musc flles are compatible
M i D s Keybeen conpelen
Sequencer, Possports Master Tiacks Pro,
Stembergs Pro 24 and los of other Atari
pockages. ul i youte edly imetesed
converting graphics o some
e, ol sy be fshotad
by the simplicity of the graphic input. only
o colous, no advanced functions such as
ciclo and line dzawing, and no compatiil-
ty wih the obvious arts packages such as
Degas and Neochrome. Its all very wel
sretching your musical interests to include
graphics, but MIDIDraw unfortunately won't
do much for those who want to stretch their

the same possibili-
ties, but takes graphic patterns on the screen
as s stenting point. You draw on the main

of the screen using the mouse, in &
choice of orange or grey-blue, and every
pixel plays a note on connected MIDI synths
or mociules (50 you won' even need a music
Keybocd to use this one).

Pixels further to the left of the screen play
higher notes (the overall octave can also be
set) and pixels higher up the screen play
Touder notes - 50 by square or cir-
cles you can create scales, trlls and arpeg-
gios. There are four miniature conirol panels
on the screen at all times, and the fit of
these sets the MIDI channel yous notes go out
on, the volume and length of notes, and the
speed at which notes repeat i you hold the
mouse still. Obviously fs up to you to choose
asuitable sound on the synth to interpret the
sorts of squiggles you wat o Greate.

The second control panel creates delays
of up o two seconds and repeds the notes
You create on the same synth with the scme
noise, or on a different synth (or  dierent
MDI chonnel of the same multitimbral
synth) with  different noise and maybe @
tramsposition. up {0 another key. The third
‘control panel is a data recorder - any notes
you input are played back initilly with

112 Advanced Computer Enertainment

to

DR.T'S "KEYS!"
Aari ST£79.95

Keys! (ists cop the exclamation mak from.
now on, OK?) is a basic composer and
music score creator which should work well
for anyone interested in creating musical

d seeing them printed out on
paper. Its clso compatible with DrTs MPE
(Mult Program Environment) system, and 5o
can run simultaneously in your micto with
‘more powerful Dr. T sequencer such as KCS
(Keybocrd Controlled Sequencen) and with
synth and sample editors: 50 you should be
able to crecte a new sound on your synth,
compose a piece of music with i, and print
out In standard musical notation without

‘mest of the functions on a single page with
none of the usual Alari GEM layout in sight
(as usual with Dr.T packages). In fact Keys is
written completely in GFA BASIC, and while
doesn't make it porticularly slow and
clunky, there are some applications which
ae sightly imeguiar in operation, as the
andbook admits; this is usually the case
when you ask the package to play notes
and constantly update the screen display at

the same time. If you move the mouse in
Auto Compose Mode (which well look at in
@ moment), for instance, the playback slows
down

You can enter notes into Keys using the
‘mouse or a MIDI keyboard, and its possible
to enter single notes or whole chords, either
one nofe at  time or by defining the chord
you want and entering the root note. Once
youve entered a short phrase you can
1epeat it as many times as you like, with any.
‘tramspositins you like, and then play it back
efther on a synth or on the buiin voice chip

onscreen keyboard flashes the notes played
if desired - o useful teaching aid

Notes of any length together with rests
can be entered on whats known in musical
terms s Grand Stat - in other words, a dou-
bl stave covering the usual range of grand
picno. The Edit box lets you change any
note, or fs duration, or its velocity (volume or
tone on velocity-tesponsive synths) o Keys
doesnt require you to be a brilliant keyboard.
player to prepare and play back quite com-
plex pieces.

One mafor feature of keys which may
appeat hidden at first i the Auto Composer,
which makes up ifs own music based on
prameters you provide. Going into Auto
Compose Mode causes a new screen to
appear with twelve parameter settings 1ang-

such as Melody and Harmony Octave and
'MIDI Chamnels,
le applications of the Auto-Compos-
er give tesults like 19505 computer music -
quick runs, trils and wobbles which you
‘probably woni find very inspiring or useful
But atfer a while (a longer whie tham devot
d to looking at the package) youll probably
find the Auto-Composer coming up with pas-
sages interesting enough to catch your atten-
tion and for you to save away and use in
your compositons.
You can print your finished pieces two
musical lines at a time on & dot matrx of

Keys compatible with Dr T's Music Recordng
Stucto sequencer, which well look at anober

main problems with Keys are that

cope with failing inspiration. throy
‘good meastre.



I[MIP|

P RO JETCT . mzrr_so’lo;:gumimonmum,o.emmmu:v,nonn
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simulation.
Projct: Stealth Fighte. The ultmate fight simulator for

e for 54128 ik £1995, Casete £1495. Coming
ool of Americas newes, and top seciet Fghter piane, 500 forSpecrum.Specrum 3 Amse

Shrouded in mystery the F15 & he productof lesdng edpe

tecnology and engineering.

becomeaninstant award-winner.

MicroProse, 2 Market Place, Tetbury, Glos. GL8 8DA. Telephone: 0666 54326
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H You don't want to be
kept fully in the know.

M You're happy with
news that's at least a
month old.

H You're in no rush -

to find out about the h’ﬁz;g%”,‘j"’ﬂs' y
latest software for /gt otz
your computer.

P,

UL g,

Then you'll not be interested /
to hear about our new weekly £ L
magazine New Computer Express.
It's packed with up to the minute
information on every aspect of the
computer scene: news, reviews, features
and tips.

And because it comes out every
week, you can be kept fully in touch
with events and product releases as
they happen - most things will be
reported some five weeks ahead of a
typical computer monthly.

If you want to be first with the facts,
just pick up a copy each Thursday from
your newsagent. If you don't, please
insert your head gently back into the
sand.

Pt
g

First news, first reviews

Launch issue on sale
Thursday, November 10th

1f you have trouble obtaining a copy, please send a cheque or
postal order for 75p (inc P&P) and your name and address

to: New Computer Express, Future Publishing Ltd,
‘Somerton, Somerset TA11 7PY

Future Publishing Ltd

Magazines programmed for the '90s.



SUBSCRIPTION OFFER
e imposmaemomme.  THE MAGAZINE IS

issues of the UK's hottest monthly delivered to your
door straight from the printers, but included in your

£17.95 annual subscription is a free ACE Personal
Organiser worth £7.99. This stylish accessory will-

help you organise your software library and give you
AACE's on sale dates until the end of 1989!
ACE is now accepted to have created the most
definitive software evaluation system of any magazine. TH E OF FER' .
But ACE ratings are not the only reason for its suc- is 12 issues sent to your home AND a free
cess. International news and features, up-to-the- ACE Perso"a| Olganiser 'Ol' E17 95
minute looks at music, graphics, programming, b
arcades, interviews, mail order bonanzas, free cover
games - and the revolutionary Pink Pages - all these
help make ACE essential. So order your subscription H ow To RE FUSE L
now and we'll send you your standard size ACE Simply find the nearest sandpit, dig a hole and
Personal Organiser straight away, with 12 issues to in i
follow. The ACE Organiser, by the way, includes 80 plﬂ YOUI' head int
pages devoted to helping you organise your software,
with indexes, and with the ACE logo in gold on the
unpoes o o3t ersocne HOW TO ACCEPT...
indispensible as your software Simply fillin the Subscription Form below and send

ittous.

WHAT TO DO NEXT...

SUBSCRIPTION FORM
YES, | would like to take out a 12-issue subscription to ACE magazine at an all-inclusive
price of £17.95. At the same fime, | would like to receive my free ACE Personal Organis-
er which | would like rushed to my home address below.

NAME

ADDRESS...
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MAIL ORDER
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around and save money!
« Fast delivery « Friendly service «
Fabulous discounts
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1 Al tems are despatched by first class mail.
" ; Al prices include VAT, postage and packing.
=3
0 mmm mpmary shortages.
%
AC SUBSCRIPTION
%o
- e F F R
If you want an even more fantastic deal, turn back one page and
have a look at our subscription offer: A FREE ACE Personal
Organiser when you take out a 12-issue sub.
sl SRR ]
T PN AW ST RN
Please rush me the following items.
Ontercode | Tite ACE Pie
.
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MAIL ORDER

DELUXE PAINT I
AMIGA » £59.95 (RRP £69.95)
IBM PC « £85.95 (RRP £99.95)

This Electronic Ats paint program for the Amiga
and the 1B PC is simply the most complete and
professional program of s kind.

Delure Paint I allows you to paint on a ‘can-
vas' that s bigger than the monitor screen — 1008
by 1024 pixels, with 32 colours i low resoltion
or 16 colours in high resolution. Full percentage

movement qualiies. There's an unlimited variety
of paint brushes you can use, a complete sef of

shape and line tooks, and a range of special
effects which wil let you create banners, calen:
dars, cards, newsflashes — anything can be done
with a splurge of style which s the result of @ pro-
gram which really lets your imagination loose. Try
it—you wonit be disappointed!

Order Code 137AM

HOwW
TO ORDER

Just fill in the Order Form on the
preceeding page and send it off to
our Freepost address OR call
0458 74011 and ask for Credit
Card Orders

HACKERS
HANDBOOK
8Y HUGO CORNWALL « £6.99

PUBLISHED BY CENTURY
HUTCHINSON

There is no other book ke it The ar of hacking is
50 new tha there have been several misconcep-
tions about the hows, whos and what fors. Hugo
Cornwal's book clears it all up, whit at the same.

THE ACE XTRA PAGE

Your chance to buy some of the most incredible goodies at ACE prices!

THE ACE DISK
ORGANISER!
JUST£7.99

An essenial purchase for anyone who wants
10 keep track of disk fils, the ACE Disk
Organiser is an 18x12cm six-ing binder with
80 sheets of standard-sized organiser paper
and three index sheets. The paper is divided
into four sections of 20 sheefs - bank notepa-
per,a disk lisUspace organiser, a directory or
foider st and a flename fs. s handy format
means you can keep all your software deals
on paper - and transter them from organiser fo
organiser f necessary.
Finished in splendid Royal Baton

‘embossed ACE logo, the ACE Di
| organise as o st date 7 every issue
| ot ACE un the end o 1988, And as you can

buy any ofthe hundreds oftypes of standard
Filofax® paper as well we'ra sure you'l
accept th

time:
hackers would do well 1o use as both map and
compass.

"Hackers Handbook fllwas a Top Ten best-
seller when it irst came out. This new edition
goes from first comms principles 1o networks,
videotex, radion computer data - all written in
entertaining prose that carries you along with the
enthusiasm of discovering the unknown!

Order Code AC159HH

Order Code AC158FF

THE ACE T-SHIRT!
JUST£4.95

Its here! The fabbo T-shir that ACE gave the
worid! Made in sensiive and caring pastel
shades of blue and grey on white, you can
now announce your favourite magazine to the.
worid and at the same time have a T-shirt that
| willlustafter your body in any one of three
sizes. TACE-y!

Order Codes: -
AC138ME (medium)
AC138LA (large)
AC138XL (extra large)
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THE ACE FIDO
AWARDS

Sometimes, you just can't win, Over the relatively short ife of the

software industry there have been many winners, but a good

sprinkling of losers have punctuated the ups and downs of tfie

entertainment software world. Only the winners reach

recognition and acclaim - so it’s about time the balance was
I

essed.
In the true spirit of heroic failures, near misses and total
foul-ups, we present a st of alternative awards for your amusement,

Barkie the dog says “ruff"...

GAMES THAT
CLOSED A
COMPANY

Hot contenders on this front
include megagames Bander-
snatch and Psyciapse from
the original Imagine (but fire extinguiher fights in
the ofice, a company-wide penchan for fast vehi-
es and the basic problem of seling more games
than there were computers 10 play them on were
other contrbutory factors). Then of course there
was. Souls of Darkon from Taskset, the arcade
action masters who were ‘really proud that they
were doing their first adventure. Litle did they
know, it s 1o be their last game.

HiFi journalist tumed software impresario
John Peel made a fortune with Valhalia through
his company Legend, and went on to hype The
Great Space Race beyond the bounds of human
endeavour, secured megabucks in advance
orders and then went 1o ground soon ater the
game was released once people worked out how
amazingly appaling it really was. A new allime
o for quality of packaging, instructions, artwork,
programming and gameplay was reached with
TGS, and even today there’s rumoured to be a
somewhat miserable cardboard box manufacturer
in Essex with something ke 100,000 empty
TGSA boxes in his warehouse. The whereabouts
of John Peel remain uncertain.

Pethaps bravest and daftest fatal game con-
cept was The Shadow of The Unicom — a game
ffom Mikro-Gen which came with its own hard-
ware add-on for the Spectrum that acted as a
copy protection dongle, dedicated joystick inter-
face and memory expansion. Sadly, the game
witen o take advantage of the extra memory
was just a fairy run-of-the-mill effort, no difent
ffom any other mediocre Spectrum game except
that there was much more of i, it cost twice as
much as most other Spectum games and was
unatractive 1o the retal rade ~ retailers made as
much proft on a £7.95 game as they did on

‘Shadow. Mikro-Gen faded away ot long after
theirunicor.

Grossest foukup of al time (5o far) must be
the series of TV tie-ins produced by MacSen, a
company partly funded by the Welsh Develop-
ment Agency. Picking on the sound idea of
producing offcial versions of mega:popular TV
games they went on to_release ites such as
Treasure Hunt, Blockbusters, Countdown, Buls
eyetal, fnaly expiing with Easterders. Despite
the poor programming, MacSen should have
been siting on a goldmine ~ except they appar-
ently negotiated generous royaltes based on per-
centages of the retail price for the game con-
cepts, music and cover lstratons. Royaltes that
were 5o generaus, that MacSen could have been
making a loss of 10% of the retal price on some
tiles once software wholesalers had been given
their discount margin.

OVERALL LOSER

The Welsh Development
‘Agency, via MacSen

COSTLY
GAMES THAT
NEVER

MADE IT

Afive - or maybe even six

ure sum was witen off
by Raintird Software a couple of years ago,
‘when they puled the plug on Reach For The

might well be the most expensive software abor-
tion o far. Elte spent a lot of money and many
programmer-hours on a team led by Richard
Wilcox trying to produce an 8-bit cinematic ver-
sion of Scooby Doo in 1986 and 1987 before
admiting defeat, abandoning their losses and

handing the licence over to Gargoyle to produce &
playable and saleable game. More recentl,
Actvision apparently spent._another five-figure
sum discovering that Lock On couldn' really be
effected on the C54 before abandoning the idea,
and Martech put their naval-sirategy-game-wih-
arcade-overtones project, Nimitz on what appears
1o be permanent hod, after previewing i at the
1987 PCW show.
Then there was Willy Meets The

Taxman, a Matthew Smith
game intended 1o sohve
Matthew et Set Wily
Smith's tax problems which
never materiaised, and of
course Eitt’s 8-bit comput-
er version of the penci-and-
paper dlassic, Batleships.
Originaly  intended ~ (and

Advanced Conputer Eetanment 119



SPECIAL

advertised) as a full-price, mainstream release,
Battleships saw the light of day as a freebie mag:
azine covermount and popped onto an Elite com
pilation the other Christmas, but never came out
of the closet on its own account,

WHITE ELEPHANT
2 OF ALL TIME AWARD
Rainbird, for Reach For
The Moon, a real Apollo
13 0f a game.

SLOW GAMES
N COMIN’

‘The dark days of Ocean were
bright days for magazine pub-
lishers ~ nearly a year's worth
colour pages heralded the
A continualy-delayed arival of
St Hawk and Knight Rider. Multple re-wies.
(which lead to one early version supplied via a
mailorder catalogue) followed multiple re-wrtes
until Ocean could finally delay o longer and
released a pair of games that achieved the most
disparate ratio between advertsing spend and
game qualty ever seen before or since. Ocean
learnt several lessons duing this period accord-
ing to Gary Bracey, Ocean’s Software Manager,
‘and has done things very diferentl ever since.
Amongst ather slowcoaches there was Star
Trek, acquired by Telecomsoft, announced in
1986, and previewed at the PCW Show of that
year on a Starship Enterprse stand with gor-
geous pouting nympheftes and not a moving
screenin sight. Originally planned for a Christmas
release on nearly all formas, all that ever arrived
was the ST version, earler this year, by which
time eary versions and demos of the game had
been broadast widely on the pirate Grcut

BROKEN
TRANSPORTER
AWARD

Star Trek

LICENC

Given the size and profie of the Eastenders aud

produced by BBC software specialsts Micropow-
er as their first major foray away from the BBC
computer. The Micropowers that were, befieved
their Spectrum, Commodore and CPC program-
mers and booked the adverts. A clear six months
ater the fve-figure adspend had un its course,
the C&4 and CPC versions of the game eked their
way out. All Micropower needed was a Tards,
and things could have tured out fine and dandy.

Friday The 13th had al the ingredients for a
fig-roaring licenced game ~ blood, gore, frantic
action, tension and a hit seres of moves, albei
with 18 certication. Unforunately, Domark (in
theic naive period), hired a team of educational
programmers to do the deed, and no amount of
in-pack blood capsules and gory artwork could
make up fo the axe-welding stckman on screen
supposed 10 be Jason. I this was state of the art,
the ar was Primary School

Sharing the 1986 PCW Show with Star Trek
was another fledgeling turkey, this time one that
was tied i to a mega-successful TV series and
promoted by a leading software house as one of
its great upcoming games. The company? Mel-
bourne House. The product? nspector Gadget.
Despite the attibutes of the central licenced char-
acter, the programmers and game designers
proved clueless, and this planned fullprice
release sithered out quiety, ater some delay, as
a budget release from Mastertronic.

Honourable mention for accruing penalty
points on a lience must o 1o Argus Press Soft
ware for Max Headroom ~ the game came rather
Iate, and had ltle to do with the cult figure that
fronted the TV series or featured in the movie
Powerlul marketing and PR saved the day, how-
ever, with sycophantic magazine editors queving

ha must take the biscui. Snapping up a host of
valuable licences to IPC comic characters, includ

ing Roy of the Rovers and a clutch of 2000AD
characters (collected for a mere £1,000

50 the rumour has i), Piranha spent a ot of time
‘and money developing games before parent com-
pany Macmillan pulled the plug out of the aquari-
um asphyxiating Pirania and leaving the licences
high and dry. So far, Gremiin have picked up Roy,
butas for the est.

SREcHEST
SPOILSPORTS
T avenoss Pranha

PRE-RELEASE
NERVES

lem. Two weeks befoe the launch, the Spectrum
fan out of memory and gamepiay had to be
opped out, leading to a very difterent game to
the ones released for other machines. And last
minue ltgaton tuned Spiting Images into Split
Personaities.
civision had 2 few_problems wilh their
mega-hit Ghostousters on the Spectrum — i the
sh 1o get the game ito the shops in tme for
Chistmas,they forgot o check whether it worked
with & Kempston Intriace. The Kempsion joy
stick interface was, and siil s, the most popular
Joystck add-on i the land of Spectrum game-
Plaing. oy woud v hought
ain. The fist version of Spectrum
hostusios oo i s Kempston iner
face attached 1o the computer, but select the
appropriate joystck option and the ghost in the
And who wanis a

pointment saw lots of footballfans paying for and
playing a game they already had. Much dis
gruntiement. The official version of the fiasco
involves US Gold being let down at the last

FEEL THE PERIPHE|

Only two worthy.

NEVER MIND THE GAIIEPI.AY

contenders in this- wn a dlwmﬂ sim and a surfing sim. Spitt Software sold
placcy steering wheel with their Formula racing game for the Spectrum and you looked a real

Iy caught on,

‘Overal winner has 10 be Surichamp, from

oncepts - ant
Development Agency, this time the rish one. Amama initally only for the rubber-keyed Speccy,

other company party funded by a

Hic surboard on it and actually ide the waves with your fingert
and awlul advertising artwork didn't help the product sell at £12.00-0dd. After a short

ips. Grotty graphics, unpolished
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moment by a team of programmers, and being
forced 1o cast around for a passable football
game that could quickly be enhanced and includ:
ed with the posters and other goodies in the
World Cup Camival package. Step forward Artic,
with an ancient soccer game. Hander than
Maradonna, that US Gold crew, many people said
atthe time.

MOST ARTFUL SAVE
OF THE SEASON
AWl

US Gold, who sold loads
of copies of theirlast-
minute solution to a painful problem, even
though many customers were lef ick s par-
ots,

Ignoring the claims o ifamy
of a host of arcade conver-
sions and a small amy of
mediocre releases that could well have been so
much bette f only..’, a few releases make the
shortist
When the company stil had al the software
inexperience suggested by its name, Virgin
released a cricket game that was ot only tedious
but basicaly incompetent. BASICaly incompe
fent, indeed — much of the user nterface invaved
hacking into the BASIC and changing the con
tents of variables, but at least the game conve:
rienty crashed info BASIC to make the player's
ffe easier
More recentl, and during the Ife of ACE, we
have been treated to Eco - a wonderluly pretly
game from the Dentons, published by Ocean, but
agame that cunningly avoids gameplay. It isnt a
difcut game to play. In fact there's no point in
playing i - i you realsed what the aim of the
game was when you started, t would probably
only take about haf-an-hour to complete, but as
you don' get ipped off when you start 1 takes,
about 4 hours to realise that YES, thats al there
istoit
And of course theres Kwasimodo from
Robtek, for the Amiga, the game which has

And finally (adopts a Dennis Norden voice), it's not just the world of entertainment software
that suffers from those embarrassing lttle bloopers, those little snippets of life that everyone con-
cerned wishes could be edited out. Certainly not.

The ‘suits’ over in the world of spreadsheet-serious software also have those little moments they'd
rather forget. Like the marketing people who put a free demo disk of Volkswriter, a wordprocessor, in no
less than 80,000 copies of a magazine, inviting readers to get hands-on experience before they bought the
full ersion. The demo version was ‘crippled” - you couldn't print out, and a few other vital bits were miss-

ing. Or were they?

As many readers discovered to their amazement, all the files needed for the full implementation of
Volkswriter were on the freebie disk - all you needed to do was examine the disk with a disk doctor utiity £
and ‘undelete’ them. Silly boys had merely taken a standard Volkswriter disk, hidden the missing files by &
changing their attributes under MSDos, and sent the disk off to be duplicated... §

And on that note, viewers, it's time to hand over to the commercial break.

attracted the lowest ACE rating so fa.

But for real crap verging on the Kitsch, Fire-
bird's compilation entiled Don't Buy This cleans
up in this category. Released as a deliberate
laugh in the early days of Firebird, when al they
published was budget software, this was a collec-
tion of ‘Sunday Sport’ games — games that were
50 bad, they were almost good. There was a dog,

SPECIAL

ten by Tony Rainbird (the man who went on fo set |
up Rainbird software for Telecomsoft), where the
controls reversed as you went found a bend on
the track. A delicious set of awiul games, sold
under an honest titefor a fair price.

DowTauy TS
AWAS

that had to duck flying obstacles, and to duck it
had to stand up because it was tallest when i sat
down. Then there was the go-kart simulation, wit-

Don' rsw This from
Firebird

GREAT MARKETING DISASTERS
Imagine, firsttime around.

Apart from that, wel-intentioned budget house Codemasters wrote a special game for the.
Race Against Time appeal, got lots of coverage incuding TV aitime for the project, released the
game and shot themselves in the fund-raising foot by forgetting to clear the rights to the picture
{5 el e e O Y ik iR B R e len

the pic, retrospectively. Cue total
pinted. By g

e e
Prism Leisure snapped up the rights o a brand-niew, destinec-to-be-a-cult

huavdgame Eye, and produced a more than competent computer version. Packaging itin an inno-
vative and eye-calching manner (ihe box was praised by the Design Courcil, they sat back and
confdently awaited mega-sales. Sadly, the computer game didn't prove 1o be a massive ft — nor
was the boardgame. Few people managed (o play the oriinal, et alone the computer gam
problem was 5o acute that Vigin Books even published a “how to" book on Eye, but t was too late
o save the game...

And when it cameto presentig the image of s company, System 3, the POW Show soe
three. Mark Cale had

a throbbing beat. Cue large crowds of tongue-loing punters, mmas o complant and he nd of
the bimbo show.

i et et
ey unche 8 game

Tiiter, Mother of Harlots -
was only saved when Someone
tod him what a harlol was.
Enter Twister, Mother of Char-
lotte,

THE MARK CALE
AWARD FOR GOOD
TASTE IN MARKETING:
Mark Cale

Advanced Com
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==
xecutive Producers Phyllis & Robert Jacob + Produced by John Cutter - Directed by Kellyn Beck
utography by Peter Kaminski and Tom McWilliams
irection by Rob Landeros « Original Score Composed by Bob Lindstrom

brings back all the action, romance, thrills and spills of
the Saturday morning serial! Yes Rocket Ranger has arrived at last.

Now available forthe Amiga £24.99 and Cé4 (Disk) £14.99
“Coming soon for the IBM and Atari ST.”
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In comes a new Editor, and out go some of the old ways. Prize-hunters scanning the letters
pages this month to see if they have collected some free software will look in vain. Playing the
role of Ace Axe Man, Graeme Kidd sorts through the postbag and decides not to award any
prizes.

Until next month, that is. Starting with the January Issue, the monthly Top Letter
eamns its sender £100 worth of software, and the winner gets to choose the games he or she
wants. A couple of £50 software spot prizes are also likely to be on offer - so get writing,

Trouble is, you'll have to come up with a totally original opinion to collect a prize,
because the Editor is going to be taking personal charge of these pages, so he says, and
letters on hackneyed old topics like the price of software or piracy simply won't get past his
red pencil.

Rack the old brain cells, forget any 'my machine is bigger than your machine'
thoughts you may have, and et writing. Remember, the Editor reserves the right not to award
prizes. If inspiration is your problem, take a look through the features in the last few issues of
ACE but whatever you do, make sure that your missives start some new debates rolling if you
want to make sure the new Editor coughs up...

Write to
ACE LETTERS, THE EDITOR, 4 QUEEN STREET, BATH, BA1 1EJ
., | DISAPPOINTED
MER

cusTol
REBELSTAR ROUND-UP When | went o the PC Show, on the
Sailrday, | went with the impression

of purchasing some really new
software. But there were only &
couple of games actually available
for sale. | went up to Hewsan, and
askedf | could buy Nebulus and
the man toid me that it wasnt
released unti the following Frday.
Afterburner and R-Type, two more
‘games which | was desperate for
also would' be released for ages, |
learnt. It looked as i al the Rainbitd
‘games were finshed, but they
werent for sale.

Could you please expain why!

M lain Garer is not alone!
For years a group of fiends and | have been fans of Rebelstar
Raiders. We waited for the promised scenario expansions from Red Shift
and none appeared. and then Red Shift went bust! Indeed so keen was that |
immediately broke into the game on the Spectrum (ravety ut cay) and
anto pr scenarios. | have since taken th
witen 3 ity 1o procce Rebesar s scerarioson he Specrum.
have since upgraded' to the ST and | am very disappointed
by the standard of the games available (just count the number of vertical
scroling shoot-em-ups)
Iwould be grateful f you could pass my address on to Mr Gamer so that
e may benefitrom my extension to what |, too, regard as a classic sirategy.

Mark Holroyd
Tyrant

Birmingham * Doncaster

I read in your magazine that Laser Squad by Target Games was to be Th Show dass 56611 10 66

released on the ST. S0 being very excited, | wiote to them and asked i it
was tre. Yes, they sai, in March next year!

How long coes it tzke to converta game?

1.2m now thinking of buying a Spectrum so | can play Laser Squad..or
goinginto: deep siate of depression.
Martin Beresford
Mansfield

‘moving more towards a showcase
for al the exciting new games due
for release in the months running
upto Chrstmas, and less of a
marketplace for avid games
buyers. Maybe you missed the
queues around the Eite stand

Good news all ound on the Rebelstar front — a quick chat with Firebird's When Overrdec weat o ale, G

resident Rebelstar adcict, Jo, et the informaiion that Rebelstar Il shoulg | M3Ybe that partcuar game just
e avaiabl for £1.99 on the Spectrum and C64 by the time you read this. | Wasn' on your shopping . Either

Julian Gollop, Rebelstars creator, explains thatthe sequel uses | - Way. he smallr shows decicated

yed over an alen 1 hardware
vide varety oftemain, including rivers and vegetation. The objective to from a single manutacturer ten to
damage aliens or stea hei eggs s a: e the btter op
o fo xplan that Rebelstar Il was wiiten ong b¢0re | puntors and foks koon fo gt he

Laser Squad, s0 for the ltmale upgrace. go for Laser Squad. The GOIOp | (arest releases - the PC Show s

brthers hadint originally intended o publish 16-bit versions of Laser
‘Squad, but then someone approached them and offered 10 0o the.

more of an event than a software.
conversion. I al took a fitle while 0 set up and get going, but the ST o

department store.

cided
worty o the ST rather than do a sraight conversion from an 8-bi game" NO RELATION?
was th fine from the Gollops. So there you have i GK | 1 wish to bring to the attenton of

LETTERS

Advanced Computer Enteiainment 123




LETTERS

yourself and your readers, a name:
LK

Clii, Amiga spocals recently
st o

supplied me, with the ul
St dke o wo ety

et atfcutto nagho my

velsased games, at very competiive

I was forced to return them.
Equall,its not diicult to
imagine my surprise at having Mr

explain that we had contracted a
vius, previously unknown to him.

then went on to explain that he
would send us, al no extra charge,
two more copies of the games plus.
two virus-kiler disks.

1:am ot particulary familar

with computer software companies;
maybe such events are common.
But be this so or not, | feelthat Clik
and Mr Halley deserve the highest
praise for action which | consider to
be above and beyond the call of
commercial duty. Please, please
pass on this story to your readers.
Tom Jenkins
Gwynedd

tjsst goes to show that some
mailorder companies are
trustworthy and helpful. So there's
your free plug for Clik Tom.~ GK.

‘games failed to load and, ummzte!y

Simon Halley phone me from Clik to

DAZZLING

| waked into my newsagent and
dashed outside again. | went and
bought a pair of sunglasses and
then e-entered the newsagent.
Withthe sunglasses on | managed
1o look at the cover of your October
'88 issue, without burning my
eyevals out!
“This was th firstssue of AGE.

I've ever bought, so | ficked through
itwondering f my £1.50 had been
well spent, or whether it was
another waste. Well, ACE itslf s a

od magazine, clearly set out and
with generous ratings, so thats i

isntit?
Not quite. | wanted to read a
cew Atar B-bit reviews.There are
and at least

Software have no place in our
pages. Is not tht weve got
‘anything against the Atmos or

o games a monthcouk urly be
reviewed? Atari User manages
plenty, so there are a ot sl being
released. The Atari 8-bitis having a
 bad time at the moment, 5o help it
out

“Then you weren't very rice
about the Oric Atmos on page 35.
its a great micro - ve got one and
50 have thousands of others, and
there's st plenty of software:
oming outfor . Seeing the photo |
take it you actually have an Atmos,
S0t you don't want it | could give it
‘agood home!

Your compettions are good t0o,
bt dortundersand te Acs Card
way of

. its just
that we feel we need fo
concentrate on the mainstream
machines.

As to the ACE card, take a
look at the ACE Card page (page
15 this month) and all wil be
revealed...you need to wite in f
you are a new reader in need of a
card. 6K

ATARI RUMINATIONS

I read virtually all the computer
‘magazines available, and have
noticed that several have mentioned
that Atari are intending to release a
new ‘Super ST early next year. This
vordortu now machine wil it
seems, h

please eniighten me.

S0 overall remember the
minorty micros (nciuding MSX and
BEC) and keep having iteresting
features and keep binding people
with dazzling colours on your front
cover.

The Monster
Birmingham

stereo sound. Wel, surprise
surprie, Atar are releasing what is
virually an Amiga clone! Does this
mean that they finally accept that
the standard ST i inferor 1o the

presumably surpass) Commodore's
finest? Doing this is really a waste
of time for Atar, because the new

wel,
ACE, which stands for Advanced
Computer Entertainment, Which
means tha reviows of Atmos

STissure al
ST - et face i, the market wil
be 0o small o justy Super-STonly
games.

£34.95 (Commodore 64/128 £24.95)

The award-winning premier jet fighter simulator. Strikingly beautiful carrier-
based sea missions complement multiple land-based combat scenarios. Jet
also lets you explore the world of SubLOGIC Scenery Disks at lightning
speed!

FLIGHT SIMULATOR

£34.95

Nearly 1.5 million copies of this classic, premium fiight simulation program
have been sold to date. Compatible with SubLOGIC Scenery Disks.

SubLOGIC is a small company dedicated to producing the finest in flight
simulation software. Lok for our “Flight Notes” advertisements, coming soon,
forir SubLOGIC jé

N
sulbLOGIC

35 Piccadilly
Toeptones 0 439 6068
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1t you doubt this, then please

take note ofthe way in which they

(software companies) can't even
dvans

software. Also it willensure value
for money in what is bou
Although for computers such as my

of the Amiga's extra features,
preferring o port them directy from
the ST. The only people at Atar
who've got thei acttogether is the
marketing department. | would ove
o read a reply directly from
someone at Atai, to see i hey
could possibly usty the way in
which they continually upgrade their
machines, leaving the earlier buyers
in the cold.

Sputnik

Hmm. When quizzed, an Atari
spokesman refused to confim or

Amiga AS00,
their early stages, software libraries
for computers such as the Spectrum
are vast. f people can resist buying
the game with the mos! advertising,
and waitto test it i the comortof
their own home, then quite a few
problems couid be solved.

Stuart Parker

Weybridge

SENSELESS STUPIDITY

1 own an Atari ST and Im quite proud of it~ t i a good all-rounder and very

reasonable in price (§700AUS). But | see no point n going out and harassing

0 Aniga e, T rcenbomksierd o ki, o oy v s i
just

Given the lack
actually play games in computer

measure up to mewslamam some people st 0 get abusive. Inamost
arificise a

libraries could serve a useful

purpose. Paying a fee 1o roadtest
and dandy in

paricar machine. Tre Specy ssoms o be tho i punching bag for
these ‘experts' and whie | am not famifar with the Spectrum, t seems to be:
a compeent enough unit, despite it age. Just remember, the Spectrum was
al

y
ST but y that ‘Atariis

principle,

qualiy of theirproduct’ Would you
‘have it any other way, Sputnik? GK

tairy
or books, software ibrares lead to
extrapiracy. What's more, software
houses usually sel ther software

irec out,

been
graphics and the equally good
sound, but one hing crossed my
mind. With al this talk about
multpleplayer games over the
telephone or using leads as in MIDI

And.
encourage pecslo 060
accessories after the fact, now
would you...? aK

igg e
1 also think the crics are forgetiing the fundamentals of owning a
computer - after all, isnt a Mmpulev for enjoyment? | say to you ‘experts',

P your traps. ¥
il ook ks Pommie Whges.
Grant Rowe
New South Wales, Australia
Exactly 6K

SIMPLE AUSTRALIAN
Recently here in Queensiand (I not sure about the rest of Austraia)

records s long as the copies are not sold to anyone. However,the same

Meze, I wondered why the wrters | POWER XTREM legsaton as piced a sales (2 on biank cassetes. This exta evy i paid
didn'tincorporate this into the game | | am the owner of 2 caMsa Ihave | 1o the record companies.
thing to do. Then | one of packs, tis my belif that such a law within the software industry imposed
such and after
the game could be set up. Wih less | Power p it e, rom bark diss, they
il be s atracting

islands of course. Also you could

have two people per carrer, S0 you

could have more complex attacks.
indall

Hounslow

It chickens and eggs, really.
Whie your idea sounds fun, its

kel that Realtime or Rainbird
would have found it commercially

am playing a game. | hen have to
wait about haf an hour fo t 0 cool
down. I I ryto switch on too eary,
the screen stays blank and the red
light on the keyboard stays very
dim. Can you help

Justin Neal

Eastbourne

o sofwrs Wouk b gt 0500 gans for s e e 2
blank disk? This could be achieved by providing software companies with
cheaper ks than the etai markel

Alex Borodin

Queensiand, Australia

‘Sounds simple, but you haven'tthought things through. What about the
people they pa) y

concept. When Telecom cuts the
price of phone calls and modems

obvious, Justin,is ime you got a

pa

tyto avoid it ke sales as a result of
[ ts and

calculators, then mult-player
phone games could come into their
own. Maybe Rainbird are in an
ideal positon fo exert a e
pressure...

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY
Instead of your readers moaning
about the pice of software of the
provlems of piracy, o low class.
programs, why don' they join a hire
company, and hire for a few pounds
the programs they are thinking
about buying? Then if the program
1ums out 10 be rubbish or 5o easy
hat s completed wthin a day,

aamngm dangerous. Check out
the Pink Pages, and you should

make a profit on fewer actual sales, which means higher prices in the
shops. Unless, of course, all software s sold mail-order, direct from the

fnd a good deal, ¥ poppi
down 10 yourlocal software supplier to Ghoose a gare. 6K

LOUD AND CLEAR PC PRAISE

Ithink I have an itis about time the 1BM got some

quiet P recogrition by isn'tjusta machine for

on the Amig. ‘Accountants and Businesses... EGA really does something for games, but

Just under the Amiga logo, you
have a Commodore logo. Allof the
machines, with a brown badge
enclosinga C,

admittedy, CGA suxs!
There are eally heaps of games that use EGA now, ke Piates,
Rampage, Reach for the Stars, Fiight Simulator Il to name but a few
betial)

drive and their kes, mouse keys
‘and disk eject button, wil allbe
diferent from the one without the
brown badge.

And what about some more IBM games reviewed please (with pictures
butonly if they
with big heads).
James Fisk

lya
he program s good then it can be:
bought. This willencourage
software houses to make qualiy

500s.
Kullinder Oulai
Basingstoke

th Australi
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MACHINE-IST CRAP
One interesting lte thing that has.
popped up recentl s the.

answer seems to be buy a Sega.
and hang on o your C64...  GK

I am the proud owner of an Atari

and Amiga/ST owners. People with
how

rubbish and outdated 8-bit
machines are. Then they slag off
their own machines! Can'l they be
contented with what they have:
Heck, Im chuffed enough (when it
Works) with my (un) trusty 64. |
mean, my friend, Steve Fearns (he

could plug the computer into an
ampifier from a HiFisystem. Can
you help me?

Wayne Harris

Yup. To do the job property, you
it i

he sold is 64 0 me, with the
intention ofbuying an Amiga, then
afer some other kid with an ST

socket on the back of your
‘machine. (Refer to your manual.)
Pins 1 and 13 should give your the.

Amiga
is, how wonderful the ST is and that
anybody who hasnt got an STs a

total wally, my

‘amplifer, so get some speaker
cable and solder it onto the

buying another 641
Another part o the argument
which | know 16-bitters don't agree

your new p

Itmight e wise o get somsone

with lectronics knowledge o
heck your work and make sure

justas
playable as 16-bit games. I fact in
some cases, a lot more playable.
‘Take Wizball for instance. Just

64 or Spectrum, they reckon the 8-
bit market is dead.

As a potental buyer of a Sega
system, 1 ike o ask you a few

that
10 your ampifer before connecting
the other end of th cabie to
phono jack and plugging it nto @
fine n socket on the amp. Make
sure your ST and amp are
switched off before plugging n
and i something 00 happens:
when you power up, swich
everything oftagain, couble quick

arit,
excellent NEOS mouse and Cheese
on the Commadore, | was
wondering f there are any or ever
willbe any art packages for the
Sega? I there are, can a mouse be
used? In my mind the Sega System
offers incredible value for money
but Id ke to ask whether its worth
seling my 64 for a Sega, as | oy
play games and draw pics.

Robert Stephens

Sidmouth

Sensible opinions on the 8-bi/16-
bitdebate at last!

As for the Sega, the helpful
Lesley of Virgin Mastertonic (the
‘people who sell the system in the.
UK says there are no plans for
graphics software. So the simple.

questions concerning Sega W can'ttake any
software. Being a budding pixel responsibilty for things that may
gowrong i

oject - and remember, you might
invalidate the guarantee on your
equipment. 6K

GHOST IN THE MACHINE?
1am the owner of a Commodore 64
and | have a smallproblem.
casionally, | switth on my
computer and as the display comes
up 1 geta ot of ntererence,
sometime noise, sometimes
printouts. A ot of the time | gt the
@ sign allover the screen. The
problem s, how do| getrid of it?
And why does it happen?
SN Cours
Birmingham

Your 64 sn' very well. Wiap it up
nice and cosy and send it offtoa
Cs hospita, detaiing the
probiem. (This servce s not
availabie on the Nationa Health,

TO OBTAIN A FREE CATALOGUE OF
STRATEGY GAMES JUST ENCLOSE A LAR

OTHER GAMES STILL AVAILABLE BY MAIL

FOOTBALL DIRECTOR(48K) = 5 a
WEMBLEY GREYHOUNDS

INTERNATIONAL MANAGER a v
2 PLAYER SUPER LEAGUE =

RECORDS FILE = o

Aftera shor wait, your
computer should come winging
back 10 you, good as new. A faulty
Kemal or poorly BASIC ROM could
be the problem. A fim such as
Video Vaultwil effect the repair for
about £35, but it just might be
worthseeing i the sarme thing

happens when you use another
Cb4 power pack - boro a
trend's or see if your riendly local
shop can hp. GK

SPECTRUM 48K SPECTRUM 128K @  COMMODORE
AMSTRAD CPC 464.4.  AMSTRAD CPC 6128 &
PLAYING TIPS FOR ALL OUR GAMES £1.00

Cheque/P.0. made out to D & H Games plus a large S.A.E. with 2§
attached. Piease state clearly which game or games you req

which computer. Also write your name & address on the reverse
any cheques. Overseas orders please include £1.50 Postage & P

DEPTAC, 19 Meilne
Stevenage, Herts SG!
ENGLAND

'GAMES EX T (0438)




TRICKS 'N' TACTICS

There's nothing wrong with  ltle creative assistance in playing games (cheating, to use the full technical term). If a

game proves almost impossible to complete, scan these pages for a itle help, advice and general cheatery-pokery to
help you on the way. And if you've mastered the gameplay on  particular release, or know a sneaky sequence of keypresses
that make the joystick-weilder's ife easier, pass your inside knowledge on. Maps and POKES are welcome in ths section, too -
remember, we're offering six of the best to the top tipster. Six of the best releases for his or her machine, thatis...

CYBERNOID I

B s Mr Cecco's sequel proving too
tough for you? This tip gives you infnite
lives on the Spectrum.

When you come o redefine the keys, select

||

Easy isn't t when you know how!

lan and Paul Roper, Bridgewat

ELIMINATOR

B John Phillps latest ST classic is a
tough game to crack. Its not
50 tough if you know the level

codes though "éy
STAGE ~ PASSWORD

[ AMOEBA
[ BLOOOP
o CHEEKI
5 DOINOK
% ENIGMA
o FLIPME
8 GEEGEE
0 HANDEL
10 ICICLE

1 JAMMIN
2 KIKONG
1 LAPDOG
“ MIKADO /4

Prss the HELP key ot the game has loaded
and type in the above passwords o progress fo
Jourcosen levels

GENERAL TIPS

1.0 some levels, ramping onto the roof and fy

ing pside down can actually be the best way to

teach the end.

2. When firing at alens, always move left and

it to avoid thei fre. Standing in one place is

sualy fatal.

3. Avays keep an eye on your ammo levels

Because when you come 10 collct an extia

Wespon or more ammo, you must decide which

Jou ealy neec

4.0nce the game has been completed, the rate

 which ammo depletes is aimost double, so

hoose your targels carefully. Try to dodge the

coming aliens instead of shooting them, as
feed 10 save your shos for the barrers,

A White, Huddersfield.

finte energy on the C64 version
just type in this listing and RUN it

10 PRINT CHRS (147):REM MORPHEUS CHEAT
15 FOR A=1024 TO 1089: READ B:POKE
ABC=C+BNEXT

20 IF C<>6164 THEN PRINT CHRS (147); ‘DATA
ERROR, CHECK AND CORRECTI"END

25 PRINT CHRS (17); CHRS (17);'INSERT MOR-
PHEUS TAPE";

30 POKE 157,128

355YS 1024

40 DATA 32,86,245,169,2,141

45 DATA 117.3,169,21,141,118.3,169.4

50 DATA 141,119,3,76,167,2,169,35, 141

55 DATA 143,8,169,4,141,144.8

60 DATA 173, 8,169,48,141,81,8

65 DATA 169.4,141,92.8,76
70 DATA 141,48,15,169,173,
80 DATA 28,141,219,70.76,16.6

' R.Thompson, Oswestry

B The Psyclapse game may be proving
tough, this Amiga cheat gives you all
the weapons and infinite energy.

Al you have 1o do is type in the following once the
level has stated: XRAITURBONUTTERBASTARD
Now, press keys 16 0n the keypad for the lov
els. Press HELP key to replenish weapons. Press
RETURN key to go o the end oflevel quardian.

= Phil Lukeman, Liverpool.
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STARGLIDER
W Rainbird's high flyer may have some
of you ST and Amiga owners confused,
but never fear - TN'T's here.

To build the neutron bomb you will have to find
nine things and take them to Trem. He is found in
the tumel network on Apogee. The closest
entrance to the startis right behind you. The nine
things and how 1o get them, are as follows:

CRATE OF CASTROBARS. First get a pel-
ried troe from Enos and take i o the depot on
Castron. You wil automatcaly get the Castrobars

VISTAN WINE. Nip over to Vista — the wine is
scattered all ovr the surface.

FLAT DIAMOND. On Vista, have a good look
found. Somewhere you'lfind a hole in the ground
spiting out flat diamonds. Tractor one of them.

CLUSTER OF NODULES. These can be
found on the surtace of Dante.

ASTEROID. Pick up one of these in the aster-
oid belt between Milway and Apogee.

EGRON MINI-ROCKET. This is found on
Aldos. I takes a bt of a search, but it is definately
there.

NUCLEAR FUEL. This can be found lying
about on Aldos.

ROCK. This is lying on Q-Beta.

PROFESSOR TAYMAR. He is diving an
Emma 2 on Broadway. These Emma(s are VERY
diffcult o get in your tractor beams. Don't carry
Castrobars when you pick up Taymar!

Once Trem has Taymar, work on the bomb
begins. When you have delivered everything to
the depot, the bomb will soon be finished. When it
is, pick t up and fly over to one of the Moons of
Millway. Drop a bouncing bomb on a station there:
and head into a tunnel. Pick up four missiles and
head of towards Q-Beta. Just next to Q-Befa is a
hologram. Fiy ino this and you'l ind a space sta-
tion and eight mini-sentinels. Blow up four of them
with the missiles and fly back to Apogee fo efuel.

Fly to another moon of Mitway and pick up
four more missiles. Drop another bouncing bomb.
on a station and go through the hologram. Atter
desiroying the remaining four sentinels, load up
the neutron bomb and go above the station. Pull
down 0 you'r facing the space station and drop
the bomb. It should hit the station and you'l have
completed the game!

m Charley Allen, Ipswich.

POWERPLAY

i you're feeling really sily, just remove
disk b from your ST whilst playing the
game and insert a blank disk. Now the
same question will keep coming up!

'® Jonathan Burton, Luton.
128 Advanced ConputerEnttinment

CALLING ALL
TIPSTERS!

Every month we give away
literally hundreds of pounds
worth of software. How can you
grab a slice of that action? It's
easy really, just get your thinking
cap on and come up with some
maps,tips and pokes for some of
the latest games. Don't bother
sending in tricks and tactics for
games that are years old - every-
body knows those tips already,
get to work on the games that
have been reviewed in the last
couple of issues of ACE. You
KNOW it makes sense. Send
your contributions to the
following address:

TRICKS 'N' TACTICS
ACE MAGAZINE
4 QUEEN ST

M The codeword fro access to the sec-
ond level on the C64 is:

ENOLAGAY

{rot:oneword)

A, Fiipper, Oxon.

B Want to get to the Perfectspaces
quickly on the ST? Read on

SECTOR  RESOURCES  SECTOR  RESOURCES
[ - 49 FM
1 FMC 500 -
2 501 FC
4 M 502 M
5 F 503 F
6 c 504 -
12 505 FM
13 M 506 C
14 - 507 F
28 M 508 M
2 F 1016 C

1 FMC 02 M
2 - 4064

3 F 828 M
9 F 8129 F
27 F 751 FMC
8 FC 752 =
82 M 7 M
164 - 78 E
5 F 2 -
95 F 25 FM
9% MC 53 F
497 54

498 - 162

Gontinue from Eigenspace 162 fo Eigenspace 181
in consacutive steps (162,163,164..). Fuel dumps
occur every other space. Missile dumps occur
every third and Chaff dumps every fifh space.
From Eigensapce 181 the route coninues.

2761 FMC 5420 M
2762 1048448

2763 F 20068% MC
2764 M 4103792 -
6558 8387564 M
131056 MC 16775168

%2112 33550336 MC

Fifue) Mimissites) C{chaf)




M One of the greatest computer games
ever written may be causing new ST
owners a few problems. These tips may
help you

TRADING. Trade in food and wines unil you
can afford to start tracing in mecical suppli-
eslcomputers and furs (medical supplies are a
new feature, tht poor agricutural worlds wil pay
lots for). The quickest way 1o buid up some
money is to shutle beween two safe plnes that
have opposite economic structures (i ferry me-
cal suppliesicomputers from a rich industial high
tech world 10 a poor agricutural workd, and load
up with ursfo the retun i),

EQUIPMENT. Al of its useful, but the first
thing you'l want to buy is a large cargo bay. With
one instaled your profts increase that much
faster and ifs not long before you'l be able fo
atford a docking computer. Next most essertia
item is the energy unit, followed by an ECM sys-
tem. Fuel 5c00ps can be handy forpicking up fee
o5 cargo, bt omaneer - you n e sk of
pioking up_contraband. elro rockels
rpenshe . 1 ouro I at much oule
during a fight, restort 1o dropping an energy
bormb

DOCKING. By the time you've eamt enough to
buy a docking computer, you'l have docked often
enough to be proficent at it anyway. But its il
worth buying one, as it takes al of the worry out
of docking. Note — if you'e flying towards a sta-
tion with the docking computer on, and you've got
some pirates or Thargoids on your tall they can
il destroy you before you dock.

LASERS. Obviously the Miitary laser's the thing
to have mounted on the front as soon as you can
affod it. A mining laser's useful if you want to
spend your time chasing bits of oo ]
the Cosmos, but for combat forget

ENEMIES. Some are easier 1o kil than others,
and it won' take long for you to recognise the
fough ones (always 1D. a target before attack
ingl). Once you get a condition red on screen,
stop and fine up on the enemy. Keep firing unti
they'e either estroyed or start firing back, and
then apply some speed and start ducking and div-
ing untl you get on thei tail (always remeber to
swich your scanner to X2 mode). Note: one of
the easiest ways 1o get into Witchspace is to put
your power up to max before enfering Hyper-
space. This doesn't always work, but persevere
and you'l soon find yourself in amonst a whole
bunch of Thargoids.

KARI WARRIORS

W Suffering on the Amiga? Help's at
hand

Qualfy for the high score table and enter your
rame as FREERIDE. You'l now be able to play a
one ortwo player game with complete invincibilty!

BSteve Sellek, Leonards-on-sea.

BARBARIAN 11
M Lost in the wilderness? This
map will show the way (all you
have 1o do is suvive!),

B John Fowler, Broxbourne.

S Shield

P Potion

K Key

A Axe

@ Pitholes

® Pithole monsters

O Improved resistance to

8 Open door
@ Locked door
@ Diamond

K] Ik

e
o)

55554

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3
: ®
565
[ A

ey
s
555 2
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)\ WHATAREAL
| COMPUTER

A GAME
\ CANDO.

P
"( Spectrum assete £,
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Amstrad cassette £8.99, disc £14.99
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uu‘ting and original games.
Don’t miss these three new sof
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BUBBLE BOBBLE

B Having trouble with the Amstrad ver-
sion of this wonderful game? For infinte
lives, simply type in the following listing,

10 DATA ¢5,65,15,06,6,ed
20 DATA 78,fe,00,28,06,11

30 DATA e1,¢1,¢3,00,00,/3

40 DATA 22,51.00,22,39,00

50 DATA 21,84,00,22,60,39

60 DATA 18,eb.cd.4c,3d,2a

70 DATA 39,00,22,51,00,13

80 DATA 21,50,00,22,39,00
90 DATA ,¢3,00,3¢,cd,00
100 DATA 40,21,8e,00,22,¢1
110 DATA 3¢,39,00,09,01 32
120 DATA a7,32,26,60,32,87
130 DATA 6d,c9

140 MEMORY & 3000: Y=0
150 FOR X=850 TO 899

160 READ AS: A+VAL ('&"+A$)
170 POKE X,A: Y=Y+A: NEXT
180 IF Y<>&1c85 THEN 210
190 LOAD "BUBBLE 1

200 CALL &70

210 PRINT "DATA ERRORI"

' Barry Swann, Hornchurch.

TRICKS 'N' TACTICS

ASER SQUAD

 Here are some handy tips for this
great skirmish wargame.

1. Always leave your men on opporturity 1o fire.

2. The Marsec auto-gun s the best allround

3. 1fa door remains open it means that tere is a
man (an operative lurking thre.

4. On Level Three (The Mine), examine all the
dead operatives when you kill them. You wil find
that one of them s carying a ‘Video Key'. Take
his o the room with the video console and insert
itinto the 'Vid-screen'— it actvates the video cam
eras in the mine and allows you to see the opera
tives when you select scanner mode.

5. On the lower skil levels buy the Rocket
Launcher.

1. The price of weapons on each level does not
vary, so calculate how many crdis to spend on
armour making sure you have enough left over for
weapons!

2. Don't go on a spending spree if you have
y left over. Carrying too much equipment
reduces the avalable action points.

3. Weapon choice (isted by cosi)
Heavy Laser - powerfu, with oads of ammo, but
heavy and burdens your men, reducing their acion
paints

Marsec Auto-gun - best ll ound weapon, powertl
and accurate

M4000 Auto-gun - best ‘budget gun, but lacks the:
accuracy of the Marsec.

L50 Las-gun - not very powertul or accurate

Sniper Rifle - lacks autofe, bt i cheap, powertul
and the most accurate.

Marsec Pistol - has autofe but acks power.
Dagger - excallntfor using n cose combat

APSO Grenade - good for blowing up operatives

(and Stemer Regnix) without even entering the

parts, one at each end, and explore the building
carefuly. You wil find that the droids usually
keep some sortof pattern, but thats not aways
the case. When you find Sterer, concentrate
your fre on him because once he's doad the
game s over.

2. MOONBASE ASSAULT
The bottom lef is probably the best place to
deploy your men. Spit your squad nto two for the
best resuls. Move your men toward the central
area where most of the Databanks and Analysers
are. Gas cylinders and oil drums can be blown up
causing large explosions (and even chain reac-
tions). Watch an operative doesn' shoot a cyin
der ordrum near you!

3. RESCUE FROM THE MINES

who are waiting

Before h you need 10

ofts blast range and ALWE
before throwing it

Rocket Launcher - a luxury fo the earl levels: ts
Pawer is awesome but it lacks ammuniion and has
aasty habit of lowing up the user i he istoa near.

er to pime t

4. Take you time, you have plenty of tums,
Explore the area carefully and ALWAYS leave
your men on opportunity e

5. Use a couple of men o guard the rear of your
squad.

6. On higher levels always scavenge the dead
operatives for weapons and ammunition

1. THE ASSASSINS
On the first skill level you can equip your men
with rocket launchers and blow up the house

from the door so he doesnt get caught in the
blast. Remember 1o prime the explosive before
dropping it and get clear of the blast. Go for the

H Colin and Gavin Young, Glasgow.
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= o Action Adventures,

Now you can shoot the bad guys with this real-timé

action shoot-"em-up adventure. Choose your weapa

1t use the Actionware LIGHT PHASER GUN™, your
e | joystick or mouse and you're ready to combat evil

| & an exciting action packed world!

It's your choice . . . CAPONE™ gangsters in Chica '.

P.O.W.™ enemies in Asia, CREATURE ™ aliens in h

outer space.

Actionware Phaser Gun (optional) and

each Action Adventure sold separately.

£
((f':, e

23

Distributed in Europe by U S. Action, Suite 1, Wickham House, 2 Upper Teddington Road,
Hampton Wick, Kingston, Surrey KT1 4DP, (01) 977-8588
indhoven, Netherlands Tel 040 433320

130 Ao b5 varonscomng s00n



tranquil surface of the Pacific Ocean belies the battle of wits taking place in the world's last unexploredt
o. A perfect hiding-place for a determined enemy, o is it? Your jet-bike and technologically
ed bathyscaphe should help, but there are still the enemy bases to destroy, lines of communication
be knocked out, and the natural preditors of the deep just waiing for a tasty snack at the first sniff of
bodl So check your oxygen supply, and dive, dive, dive.
ST, PC, Ami

iga £24.95
64, Amstrad £14.95 (disk), £9.95 (tape)
FOGRAMES, MITRE HOUS

NFOGRAMES

ABBEY ROAD, ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX, EN1 2RQ.




DATEL =L=c—(on.cs

(1 AMIGA PRO SAMPLER STUDIO + DATEL JAMMER
°

ata reaisic price ° Datel o a 5 octave.
wandows »
for fine accurate cating sounds
® 3D shotof sound wavelorm. Wave  FEATURES:-
cditr t destgn your own wavelorms.
or adjust exising ones. @ 1 track sequencer up to 9999 evens.
@ Microprone &1 1/ dack &
Din connections.
Instruments.
iglevel, ther music atltes. ® Load & Save sequence.

ONLY £69.99 rrease STATE A500/1000/2000

O MIDIMASTER

M Interface for A500/1000/

2000 please sate model.

@ Works on standard IFF fle sounds.

(J MIDI MUSIC J1MEG
MANAGER INTERNAL

°

packages (ncluding D/Music]
@ MidiIn - Midi Out x3 - M Thru.
@ Fuily Opio tsolated.
@ onecd o pay mor - Full i

ONLY £34 99

ATRULY DRIVE UPGRADE ® ity
MIDI PACKAGE AT A -
REALISTIC PRICE

® iy sampiedsounds on Amigafrom
any Midi rac

@ Full dubbing
whileFecording another

i Seratenmecions 35 po. e
“Top quality NEC drive unit. ONLY
© 106 e o s

Centroics o 5252 connctons

[JMIDI CABLES
@ Top qualiy.

® 5merrclengin

ONLY £6.99 PaAIR
UNBEATABLE VALUE

&t

om.v £34.99
[JPRINTER LEAD

@ 25pin D10 36 way Centronis

igering a i parelillead. 1.2m length.
@ Works with sandard IFF fes. i S 4500 or 1000, please siate.

oNLY £39.99 ONLY £79.99 om.v £8.99
(1 ST COPY - DEEP SCAN NIBBLE
o u

® com amctie i en gty
et programes -

inciuding Datel Mid Master (see Ad)

® = ki it ks for ot/ Direct plug in replacement.

Avatable now.

L]
°
© Exsy it o spclste
o
°
°

[

@ Vor vt ane aveor twe
® i coyopi slovs you 0
oeigons

° cnrrylu forliters ® Full very opion.

@ Easy to use lcon dtven progs

o Z;l“;‘.lf‘ﬁi’,..ﬁ:“ﬁ"‘""“““ ONLY £29.99
] ST SUPER TOOLKIT 1]

@ Powertull track sector edtor
© Diplays up o 85 racks 255 secors

oNLY £14.99

Fully mena drver

Ace1



DATEL ELECTRONICS

Valo o ey - befrsyou by
6" long! - drive please compare the features -
e

unit avatlable are bullt 1o a price
ot standard. Do

el

Cont = avataie.
onLy £89.99 sincLe prive £149.99 NI,
ADD £5 FOR COURIER DELIVERY IF REQUIRED

(] 512K RAM EXTENSION CARD  § Hgie
AL 1 MEG RAM
OPGRADE KIT
e
O i e
e e
Makes it oy 1040 Ramcompatible,

L]

oNLY_£99.99

L SOLDER/

DESOLDER KIT

@ 11500 w0 doyour v Fam
Upirade the we fan sappy th ool

@ Gy slsring o s s desoter
Sicker ol & soer

PHONE FOR LATEST
FULLY POPULATED BOARD / RAM PRICES.
[

@ Userul o many other obs,
ONLY
ALL ORDERS NORMALLY DESPATCHED WITHIN 48 HRS

HOW TO ORDER ...

BY PHO! BY POST
=

0782 744292
0782 744707 | send cieques/POs made | UK GRDERS POST FREE
bl 1o “Datel EUROPE ADD £1
OVERSEAS ADD £3
PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS CORRECT AT TIME OF PRESS
'AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

= DATEL

Superfast dise copier will copy almost @) Special
any commercial di, e most advanced protecton

B o ELECTRONICS

B decrypis many cncoded
uding D P Video/ @ Fastopion

LTD., FENTON ESTATE
FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ENGLAND.

® St top sl coper SALES ONLY TECHNICAL ONLY
0782 744707 0782 74
LY £29.99 rost rree

ATEL
GOVAN ROAD,




LADBROKE COMPUTING "
INTERNATIONAL &

B

| Quatity 1 Mg apd 1/2 Mg Drives

St 2mg by oy e for an nferior Second Deve »
0 swee 20mg 2459 [llcan bave o Supior ity Cumana 1 Mg second
Epson LQS00 2429 Su s £10499.

6o
e o g v Aty SF 354 12 M.
ccond eives for only 99

»
Trangle mg  £499
Tringle  d0g 569

Epson LQS00 £570
All eintes come complete with cabls

Blucations Software. Peripherals

and Add with Oscar e e As
Sl e b kil g aod oo X4 & o
i el \d‘u‘mhm o " SPECIAL 1 Mg x IMe 520 PACK T [l imsc s .
Sokiynnen ZRL incdes 20 STAM, 1 Mog. Inna Drvs, 1 Mg o
g Memory, Mouse, Joystick, £400 Worth of Software. 18
Trilogy £474.99 :
ik 1 pho ' Doy Dtabese Compll 7 3
Mostermat 35 & customised format and copy Eatry Level Atari Entry Level Canmmlami iy oo seriid o

protect. programe. PCI £449.99 PCI £34999 \\, computer Deduct £

o masipulato hich
HISORT TURBO wal ST

Picsuip is & full seveen
Suppors GFA, FAS]

ASICs. Comp: with DEGAS. 2105
Bt e B ANIMATOR Gri 0
part of @ pisurs in al pesolutions STPM Uppade fiting.
R e e s 41 e e servico. Hs
£1299 Ouw At tnind engincers il
Al bdvas in minimun Gng

AB  Animator
Sl Gohir Tl o e ST. St
Bes

0 STEM | MB Injernal Drive

 Mouserloystick

2400 Worth offop qualty software
£369.99

Mon.
Floppy Drivef20 Mg havd dive
B Mowe B Ploot Set Publiher

|| Phove ue st for st pricer

‘The Ladbroke Compuing Sof.
P ot <0t i o e mmbeip sy e s oot o e

B GUARANTEED 1% DISCOUNT OFF MRRP _ Litle Conpig St Cb we s g i oty i
N ik e Y e e e o fut vstingyoi con ol b e . YR

s b improved {0 brin the customer the bost gualty srviee sl

E MONTHLY DISC BASED MAGAZINE

A based magacios which will conain

o o oxide & magazine which w3l offer allthis to-both 112 Mg ST owoersand | Mg ST owners,
& UP TO 60% OFF PUTURE OFFERS e o i, sl il et i o el hm.{unnmduhmm\m\
However this s et the 15

w PD CONCESSIONS FOR CLUB MEMBERS  Phone, or Wit o the iikess b

Sor 0 soplication form

Ladbroke Computing
International,
33 Ormskirk Road,

ORDER BY PHONE
Call us on numbers below and pay with
‘your credit card.
ORDER BY FOST
e cheques PO's payable o Ladbroke Con
International.. Send SAE for full catalogue.

FREE DELIVERY
Al goods are delivered free. For Next Day
Courier Delivery add £3 per itom,

delivery. There
el 1ot & iy 00 et popgies will be carried out free within his period

1 301 1o pres

(0772) 903166 or 2147
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ACE PINK PAGES

| THE ACE

IPINK

Upgrading to a more powerful computer? Check
the facts. Buying a new game? Check the rat- RS T R wamEn

again and things are getting

ings. Bored with life? Check the puzzles. All this SRt RIItS

5 3 ¢ offices the only being spilled
and more in ACE's premier, pinkest pages. Graerme K ant Kewi Coe s

more juicy lists.

Our thanks go to Dave Bowden 152
of London for his superb Nigel 151

oM N Igsl Barteon Wil ENTURE HELPLINES ......167
@] BLTTER END 170
NIGEL R IGEL, u] :
c TRIP 139
Fo HARDWARE UPGRADE

UIDE. 148-149
LIST! 158
s 158

169

156

140

165169

143

169
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Evesham Micros

All prices include VAT/delivery

J\ATARI Hardware Offers

The pack: 10 ge, includes S20STFM with TMEG drive, over £450
o, sotfvies Joyelck. mousg, BASIC User Gl and 5

. m ,.,My 1 £349, 09

“',"’ lnc VAT & dolivery

1040 STEM inc. oxiras 5o supplied wih
1540 STrM peck aa abova, win mono montor
X

e o son

domain
e total refil value of exiras supplied Is 5270.45.

Amiga & ST Drives
Fuly competbie hgh g’u.unyas *;“v“
"NEW LOWER PRICE :z:'m.:'.::"

xdomal plugein P for ST

only £89 9 |nchu SW“%"’
D%UYEILEE LT 5 e on s [ SEECIAL

B
14"

TV/MONITOR Er=4

ppied
ace sats o |
e e e e

D.rc—O'( T

Version 3 dis uilies for the ST, foaures

(MODEL 1022)

75% xira user siorage area per
sory; undelets Tl pﬁfs many m"y"?’y

RECOMMENDED GAMES

ACE!

GAMES YOU'VE GOT TO HAVE

All of the following games are ACE RATED, that means they're all
red hot masterpieces of computer entertainment. Some of the
games were available long before the first issue of ACE came off
the presses however, so we never had the chance to review them in
the magazine. These games are marked with the ACE CLASSIC
flash, and rest assured, they're all superb pieces of software and
are well deserving of the fitle.

PUZZLES

If you're after a game that will provide you with a real challenge,
without necessarily requiring large doses of strategic thinking,
thenit's  puzzle game you want.

BONECRUNCHER
Superior Software @ C64 £9.95cs £11.95dk @ Amiga £14.95dk
AL st sight his recent release may appear 1o be nolhing more than a
Sl iy oves i ol T et il o
a ool al o ts own. Highly
preer to solve problems rathe tan shoot them.

BOULDERDASH
vism Loisure Corporaton @ Specrum £2.99cs @ C84 £2.95cs
Amstrad £2.99cs

A game thai has everyting - instant addiction, long erm challnge, frenetc exclle-
ment as the clock toks down, and extremely ricky puzzes. You must colectfewels
Hidden i cavems, digging away earth and boulders 0 get at them, Bouiders can dzp

rable wals, Complex, but great fun. Bouierc o
in s budget incamation.

DEFLEKTOR
(GreminVortex ® Spectrum £7.99cs ® C54 £9.98cs 14.99ck
Aar ST £19.990K

Optics are the order of the day here (not the spit dispensars) as the player ties b

a receiver and atthe same im destroy a numb of cels
fibre-optc

onduits and polarising and refracting blocks ifyou' 1 achieve your am. Clear
the fst screen and youTlonly have 59 more to do. Fascinating stulf thats horrby
addictiv

NEBULUS
Hewson ® C54 55 9505 £12 950K ® Spectum £7.950

s ard

ledges that fom the route. Its a fighly original game that sirkes a fina ba
which | thus makig 14

00d ooking, playable winner of a game.




ACCESS CARD
HOTLINE o .
0732 770508 PROBABLY THE CHEAPEST SOFTWARE PRICES IN THE UK [ ¥
SPECIAL OFFERS TO ACE READERS - UPTO 40% OFF RRP {Sublect >
NEVTTRETIRIYY  EESYTEY ot SPECTRUM s bis
5 Esmmeo—igons o i B ]
e B = B
iR el ke Eohes e
al iR s2oin eon S e
g iE-iR B &= thoi
be 5B SEomeo kst O5S s =
IR AR s I
BB e e
12 SiBpweoue HsolE  relimor e
iR s —pmue SeRL =
e e
nE SR EEip dmelees
e e ARcin smdEE
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5 o P e
e S fEcia ek
2 mRs B
e e e
R e T T
e, 12 e R ——
i G4 EE
9 e
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s = iEis S
A e = SR Besvee
iE e s dk men
1% mRIE—TARCER G
na in SERE— ARt &= i
- 42 B bR
o 1% S 245 10 .
i Bl p e
ez £ bRoum i e
- 1%  Swomes. 1450 Simmanme et a7
‘ ke Sel st o i
s o BBoNE L
in s 48 =
i ee - g8 el
i oEeEL G i
1 ENLTT e Ee
- i zsin i SSDSDDISKS
wels. a% i T et '""’i:",‘ §§ 'Unbranded 135tpi
g e R iy 95p each. min 10
8 R —
e "o iR ErmemmoiE L FREC
FREE Microdealer ‘Cover Up' token with every £5 (RRP) worth of Software (hile offer asts). Colect the tokens for free games, T-shirs efc.
E ACENOV BEST BYTE ORDER FORM
Please send me the following items:- Customer Code (if known),
Name
5 IMicrO ITEM AMOUNT
ke Address
Clear
ribly
payr Oro [cheque [JAccess
— Signature
TOTAL £
‘s wr
L Toorr s o e s b S0 o ST Ko 0087118

gita

a0d£1.50

BEST BYTE (DEPT ACE 12) 2 QUARRY ¢ GARDENS TONBRIDGE, KENT TN9 2SG




=SSO WAL ECellarr)
For all your Home Computer needs
We stock games for ZX81, Vic, Dragon for ST
and Amiga - 1000's of titles to choose from. S/H
hardware and Peripherals also available.
Send S.A.E. with details to

Sofftware Cellar

1a Hightown Road, Luton, Beds.
LU20BW - 0582 400861.

\ We buy for immediate cash

RECOMMENDED GAMES

SENTINEL
Fiebid ® Spectrum €9.95cs @ 064 £0.95cs £14 956k

orinatd by hoSatrl. Fudarenial youfave o bt cory e g
siop the Seniinel ffom absorbing yours. A clear brain and fast igge finger are both

SKULLDIGGERY
Gurerty undisiiuted

fr macin. Agan (se Bk, abou)you'e 35ng or danonc n cavers
over 100 dfeent screens - with a tima it for each screon. Skulliggery.

playabily (g
Ing two-player option.

B.BYTES COMPUTER SYSTEMS
Atary npedf-\li.gl up m’;s; Diwount onall o e e Atarl
Commodore,

e s nsfe" ns 30, £25.95
Sega Master 9 (Extra discounts
n'bcugh( Wi(h Olbtr ‘software)
Atari ST Systoms From £269.00 inc VAT (ring for avalabilty)
Atzd ‘Word Processing Pack;ies from £560.
'VAT. Pack includes SM1: Res Munlhl. lﬂl:ﬂ
Pﬂnlzr (l(!Scpn} First Word Plus Word Processor, AT/
Computer-Therels a cloice o computers br e
ﬂmﬂ 1040STFM, 520STM + 1/2 MEG DI

We also stock a wide selection of blank tapes and diska, disk
boxes, leads, interfaces, paper and accessorie

SPOI

RE
Buildog @ 054 £1.9%cs @ Amstag £1.99s @ Spectum £1.93cs

itup for
£1.99

TETRIS

Mitrorsoft @ Spectrum 28 99cs £10.990k @ 64 £8.99cs £12 350k
 Amsirad €8,99cs £12990k @ Atar ST £13.996K @ Amiga £19.990K
© 1M PO E19.990k

Oneata
Jar playing area. Left to thelr own devices theyl pl up urtl they reach the (0p of the

butthe

Dept A. 19 Southfield Road, Hinckley,
Leics LE10 1TA Tolomhana NARR R12277

‘Access

pen. ir
brllantly simple Idea benind them means they e well worth a look whatever your
chite.

thene Consultants (eds Centre) m
- ame DayDespatc: Stack ems
* CREDIT CARDS WELCOME

5.25° DS/DD 43tpi | 5.25° DS/QD 96tpi | 5.25° HD AT 96tal
ity Bulk | High Quality Bulk m;hnu-lnyl«lk
Tign Cip High Cip igh clp.
| neaanany | oo warany
For I3M P 360K ForlBMat12mb

Lietime Warraty
High Cilp (KAO)

40p + VAT
Venimum Gy 25| Minmum Gty 25
Units 25| Order i Unts o 25

85p 4 VAT < var
Minmum Gy 10| Minmum Oty 25
Orderinunits of 10_| Ordor i unis 25 _| Orcrn

o

THINK!
Fiabi @ Spectrum £1.99cs @ C64 £1.93cs @ Amstad £1.99cs

Originaly reloased by Avciasoft at full prce, but now avaiabie for  fac
tion of that from Frebi. s a horribly addictve g

' o two payer -1 wich you atiem t conec
or diagonaly. A compelling puzzle which incorporates many acdiional feaures and
sl lovos.

XOR
Logotron @ Spectrum £7.95cs @ Amstrad £9.95cs £14 95k

DISKS Branded Disks DisKs
Prces pr Packf 10 at Low Prices
ONY
DY: am a5 DemDEis 00
25°AT Oy £15. 35 D3DD 51300

/00 £1200

pistcdoe
R 5.25° DSIHD Brandod Vorbatm orly £16.00 whie stocks st
S8 Rt ooy 12w ks

Spsckel Oter § Braroed AROTT CEDI ThL Y 51
We also Supply Verbatim Fu]l deex Maxeu Nashua

Please call for atest pricos. 20Mg Hard disk & 1M

g AR, SoeEiaprica T1E8s (e cryy Save ot oset 460,00
The Full Star Printer Range at Low Prices

Disk Storage Systems
10 5257 Disk Box
50

FREE DELIVERY. All prices excluds VAT, Amiga 2000 systems
special pricg, Courie next day delivery &
3 Day £6.00 (up to 10kg)
Sowars are s suppied o VA boads o "wam mnmmwammi
Spoccfom. TS o Jrouar Ssec Ot STAR L 10ty 16000
imigs & P Systoms lease ca

y tricky the p
ing masks though 15 mazes, which increase in complexiy as.
Iater stages, fish and chickens lie in wat,often bocking the masks and just wailg

are e leastof your worries as bombs, s and dolls crop up to
et it et o e, Vi o e it ¥
plete successuly

Fed up with mindless blasting? Want a game that offers you
opponent who's worthy of your skills? This is your section.

CHESS MASTER 2000
fectonic Ais @ C54 £9.95cs £14 950k @ Amiga £24.950Kk
@ Atar ST £24.950 @ M PC £24 95k

viewpoi,
Some faynify speech synthesi.
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RECOMMENDED GAMES

COLOSSUS CHESS 4 |
(CDS @ Spectrum £9.95cs @ C64 £.955 £14 950K
@ Amsirad £9.950s £13.950

etc againsta fine computer opponent.

COLOSSUS MAH JONG
(ODS @ 54 £9.99cs £14 990k @ Amsirad £9.99cs £14.990k

Rummy ke oriental game of sirategy and chance. A i program and

fiuly, and myriad optons which enable you to play, waleh, work out hess problems, ‘
|
|

orans and novices alke.

INFOGRAMES' BRIDGE

Infogrames @ Amstrad £12 95cs £15.95k @ MSX £12.95cs

computer, o fea-

(xcommacdiore Wm

Best Range, Best Service,
Best Deals. |\
AARI

Amiga A500 games pack includes A500, D-Paint,

toggl
of according foyour sty

POWERPLAY
Arcana @ Amsirad €8 95cs £14.95ck @ O54 £8.95cs £14.950k
@ Amiga £19.85k @ Atari ST £19.95k

monste-seling Trvial Pursuit. Powerpay i graphically very ety I s setting on
Olympus, home o the Gods.

SCRABBLE
Leisure Gonius @ Spectrum £.95cs @ 64 £12.95cs £14 950k
@ Amsirad £9 9505 £14.950 @ BM PG £24.950K

Fast axcel.
fent i

‘game at he higher level.

SPECIALS

QOriginal works that are simply unclassifiable feature in this
section.

ATF
@ Amsirad £8.95cs £13 850k

Excollent combatfight simulator thats a bitof a changs for Digital Inegraton,

frefit, |

r. 4 games, mouse mat and a disk box
ONLY £399.95

Amiga A500 plus 1084 monitor (stereo)
£639.00

Excludes software and modulator.

64C Hollywood Pack
includes 64C, 5 arcade games, 5 quiz games,
C2N, Quick Shot 2
£149.00

Family Entertainment Compendium
includes 5 games, midi keyboard and personal
stereo £199.00

Atari STFM Super Pack
ONLY £369.00

MISCELLANEOUS

Cumana 2nd Drive (with an able/disable

switcl £99.95

Citizen 120D (includes cable)....£149.95

Citizen LSP100 ... ..£169.95

10 x 3.5" DS/DD disks... .£11.00

10 x 5.25" DS/DD disks...... £5.00
24 HOUR ORDER HOTLINE

0842670503

DARK SIDE

@ Amstad £9.95cs £14 950
arcad challngs. The 3.0 graphics are again supeb as aro the tasks and
wzzes.

DRILLER
@ Amsrad £14.95cs £17.950k @ 1BM PG £18.95ck |

P
But the wait was worth t. A whole word was crammed o 8-0i micros 1o give the

payer such a feeing of 'beng there s uncanny. Its bol, dazlingly original and |
very playable. A miestone i computer entertanment.

Credit Terms
Available

3 HAMBLETONIAN YARD,
STOCKTON-ON-TEES,
CLEVELAND, TS18 1BB

Price and content correct at time of going to press.
Delivery free UK mainland. by phone or post.
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£1695 | Speedn Py
Empro Sirkes Back £1355 | Spoediing Auiive &0
Foabal Manager 2 £135 | Speoding (Nmendo Gy} -~ £10.
Overiandr £io s €10
Soarasiy Fooisa €158 | Pro s000 Black 52
Sreat Faier 585 | mo 3000 cow cio
Gary e 1
Galrie'z = | Gk ot 3 s tio
o 1335 cr55 | Chaotan 125 3
Waner Giyiad /1395 £13.95 | Choetah 125 Speci it
Sinp Poker 2. 1035 £1095 | Chootah Mach O o
yordoe e Biiat 1353 £1835 | Crsor G o
Do and Lot Di - 1395 £13. e
o8 er3ss ciaes | [TORGNRS Rop RO |
gt 1395 €1
D.Thompson Chall 3t £16.95 | Nintendo Deck. 88.
Starglider 1 £16.95 | Nintendo Set 14.
O IS0 1685 | ando RO 35
Summer Olympiad ... £1 - per Gun 18.
Where Time Std Still . £1: - Sega Console. 70.
Heroes of the Lanc 3 - 30 Glasses :36.
ok 1998~ | Do Praser =
e i 1293 e1a0s | Blank Dike (5500 635 46TL
Goldrunner 3. - x10) £11.95
F15 Strike Ea 1695 - | DiskBox(25x50) £75%9
i eader. = isk Box (3.5 x 50)
O s s Blank Disks (3.5 x 10) £18.95
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MEGASAVE FANTASTIC SAVINGS
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ATARI 520 STFM SUPER PACK Aniga 500
Includes over £450 worth of Keyboard - Mouse - 1Meg
Software & joystck Drive - PSLL
With Modulator £380.00
B INTERNAL DRIVE UPGRADE FOR
e 2T AMIGA 500
Everegagen 512K RAM EXPANSION
eyt ONLY £99.95
ONLY £95
TMEGRAMUPGRADEFORST | | PHIIPS 88.33 Colour
oo eiooited Monior with ST or Amiga
rchase of ST Leads £260
REDUCED TO CLEAR Igas;"nﬂn L —
wittcale | [ T
and Data Manager | | 2
ONLY £50 [pr—— e s

wayen
o ot 500 what you roaure, o ot hastato o call o s on
(0530)411485

A Pricas include VAT @ 15% and PAP on UK maniand. Send SAE for il price st Al ams.

heques:
oot card rders aso akan b toephons
ASHCOM

10T Green, Ashby.de-a-Zouch,Leicssershire, LES SJU
e o Ay Compr 14 oS

Bl HOME & BUSINESS COMPUTERS:
HARDWARE

Atari STFM Super Pack 1 Meg Internal Drive
821 Games + ST Organiser, & Joystick & Mouse ..349.00
Amiga AS00 + 5 Games, Modulator, Photon
Paint & Mouse
Amiga AS00 as above with The Works
(Scribble -Wordprocessor, Organize-Database,
Analyze-Spreadsheet)
Chizon 1200 Piot oo STiAm 139,
Megabyle Drives STiAga anablaigsatie s
Memaror DSBD per 1 1900
Amiga AS00 + Cotmmedes 054 s i ssaof
Amiga Business Pack (phone for dea)
Commodors 1084 Colur H es Mol ncoding el
ST or Amiga 29,00

39900

Lig

MIDI SOFTWARE AVAILABLE PLEASE PHONE

z AMIGA SOFTWARE
The Works (Scribble, Organize, Analyse ............ 2690

Studio Magic -
Deluxe Video - -
Scultp 3D £504
Kind Words £390
The Director 45,
Deluxe Productions
Fantavision

48 Bachelor Gardens, Bgn—oute

North Yorkshire, HG1 3EE
Tel: (0423) 526322

Al prices include V.A.T & Postage, Courier Extra
Al prices subject to change without notice




RECOMMENDED GAMES

ELITE

P @ Spucum £1455s 0 004 £14 6 17360k

@ Amstrad £12.95cs £14,

Hr ey,

o craolm

Several gt wwh o i b i dic o
e oy o w1 it o el
s et s v s s A of o, A v DS e

MAGNETRON
Fiebid ® Spectrum £7.65cs @ C64 £8.95cs £1295dk

S il 5o Tt e S e i 0 e
(e s e

Dy ks 6 4 el i g o s o e
ing fora similar, now challenge.

MATCH DAY 2
‘Ocean ® Spectrum £7.95cs £14.950k® 064 £8.95cs €12 060k
@ Amsira £8.95cs £14 950k

Delinely the football game on micros; magrificent animaton, great gameplay.
icious and skiful computer opponents. Various improvements over the origial
make this a mustfor all computer footbll ans.

QUEDEX
Tralamus @ 64 £9.99cs £14.990k

this impressively challenging game you-must steer a metalic bal
o e o maes, ks s oo, o it 6w
i

St s e i o v e v st o S
le the diferent screens o ‘planes' in any order you wish. Excellet graphics and
utterly absorbing play.

SPINDIZZY
Electic Dreams @ Spectrum £9.99cs @ C64 £3.9%cs £14.99dk
© Amstrag €9 99cs £14 990K

Toendoue S48 e i TG 0P o 109 s sl i,
it Sty e b ndscapo s a vast systom of catwalks,
1 apoines suraunced by el o - e s e

‘Amiga ASOY
‘CBM 64C Starter Pack with cassette, recorder, oystick +

CBMB4C Computer only
CBM1541 Disk Drive
CBMAmiga Business Pa
GBM Amige + olour Wontor
e 520 STEW Summer
e a0y proe i i mageziv.

Picase phone for details

10x 3.5 SS/DD Disks Branded £14.95
10 3.5 DS/DD Disks Branded £19.95
10x3.5 DS/DD Disks Unbranded ... £16.00
10x5.25 DS/DD 48TPI Branded . £1395
10x5.25 DS/DD 96TPI Branded £19.95
10x5.25 DS/DD Unbranded . £6.99
Mouse Mat s £4.95

Qmate 20 (Amiga Version)

Citizen 1:

Fanssonc o 1081

Epson LX 5
Star LC-10 (1ing for colour option) £225.00
‘Star NB-24-10 Printer + Sheet Feed £599.00

The whole Citizen Range stocked please
ring for details.

Dungeon Maser (ST)
Overtander (ST)...
Cnpﬂam Blood (ST)
Carrior Command (ST)
Empiro Stikes Back (ST)

Interceptor (Amiga) ....
Buggy Boy (Amiga)
Black Lamp (Amiga)
Xenon (AMiga) .....
Bards Tale Il (Amiga)

T e i butr
i B ¥ e b o i s bt 0 e
ration's the thing

STARGLIDER
Rainbird @ Atai ST £24 950k® Amiga £24 950K
ACE RATED 827 ST

TAU CETI/ ACADEMY
(CAL ® Spocium £3.95cs ® G4 £9.95cs 81495k

Flght simulatorishoot-emup and s sequel which are both incredibly smooth and
welput ogether. T attenton to detalis impeccabla as you sat of on hairaising
missions as a space cadet. In Academy you ge fo desigh your own space skim-
mer craftas well

ZBALL
) Ocean @ Spectrum £7.85cs @ Amstrad £8.95cs £12 85k
@ G4 £8.95cs £14.950k |

in stock.
Software Prices
Quoted are RA.P

Please deduct 10%

SUBJECTTO
AVAILABILITY
E.40E.

Don’t be tempted
until you've had a byte
at YORCOM.




HOURS OF FUN TO SUIT
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Mail o Tolephone orders from:
18 THE BROADWAY, SOUTHGATE, LONDON N14,
TEL: 01-882 6833

or direct from above address and:

6 MIDGATE, PETERBOROUGH, CAMBS.

155 HIGH STREET, WALTHAM CROSS, HERTS.

|

A SMALL SELECTION
FROM OUR WAREHOUSE

HARDWARE & PERIPHERALS - 3 wave

anc
495.19 ANC

Amsirad PCW8S12 ComputerWord Proc .. e516.35..
Amsirad PCW8512 ComputerWord Proc. 57385248179 AN
PSS 12 Carans At €715 £110950.
1L o
Loa, Prtrcantoncs prael GP8288 01 POWOSS13 - £16.5. e27E
v 058256 54
We256/85121.03500 P
POWs256/25121.03500 PRI
Pcwast2 pT:
12 P
intwheels - PCW9512 (9 2 2661
PCwast2 (10 Foraan Bies £10.45
st Cover 3 Pioc Set - POW (Stato Model) S114e

~pewazser 1542
r peper Food Pt vcw-zssnm e
Siot Type - PCW3256:8
56 #
B — BT B—rT
BLANK DISCS 4SOFTWARE

Amaoh 3 Disca DA -
2603305100 Sero i
DSIDD 40507 Blank Dises
Sitsments or aysipe ForSags
Ws20L 7

g Mg st o 4 €500 (55400 ) 500 01 238 )51 0 oo
AL PRIGES NCLUDE VAT Al o et o e e s

W.A V E (Trade Dept. ACE 1288)

£1200, Marinun X Pt harg 5 pr 0250

17 EVERSLEY ROAD, BEXHILL, E. SUSSEX (0424) 221931
SPECIALIST COMPUTER DEALERS FOR ST & AMIGA

Amiga A500- Modltor - 3 Games + Dpat
ATIGa £ 1084 Monior + 3 Games « Dpam

8arLE10 Caour + Cavie

o P
Sl Al o

cim
B sa03 ot G
St coc

T
Amcq SOFTWARE
o

g
o Gon
from

o

5%
1
SRy 82 i 2 Ve i

; Z& TARI SOF TWARE

R

Argreesnce
i ety o s i S

ORDER BY PHONE CBS Computers
TEL: (0424) 221931 17 Eversley Road, Bexhill E.Sussex. TN4O 1HT
Mo can i sy CE.64 Dk ces e o ks e
E Srioifape! e

<o St s
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SPECIAL OFFER 1
MEGALAND MEGA PACK

Fis0Phon ar. Fros Syt o Las Uegs,

Hopons b Corrngo Oyrot PackConpiing

kg R o Castn B

SAVE OVER £250 G 1 sosion Qo arsin
GAMES GAMES GAMES

SPEICAL OFFER 3

o oGS e Kao KA, | Ranco. T PustsTop G ey, Pton, | %
o0 Gm e 120 Wb, Fre0 o Koypron Facor, Mari Vic, o Sos Basebal Sraer. M Pk Mt oy
P Dis win 24 Gars, 62t Escapo Blockbustrs Sakot et Taccan ks Doy T Svpennt o pors
Frog T Mokt Fro psi FREE T-SHIRT FREE DELIVERY £149.95 I VAT FREE T.SHIRT FREE DELIVERY £145.95 me VAT,

S0X 11 Dis ant.

Entertsinment Pack comprising of Gs4L
5H510 Yamana Keybonrs Doy
Quekahot | Jostcand Free T'Shr, Bsh Prsorl HiFwith hsdohones!
ete player. GAMES, Tau Ce, Ghostbusters, Aged Tmes 1, Rolarong,
s B o o packed hit e VAT

Lc10

LC10 CBM Version 199,00
LC10 Gotur avaiabefrom Sock 22500
L10 900
Gl 1300 10900
Epson LX800 179.00
Panasonic 1081 13500
Juki 6000 Daisywheel Prnter 12900
VAT, While Stocks Last

Star LC 24/10

MONITORS
hEw Cot 1064 erkor i

Philps Monochrome.
TV Tunner for

add a Daisywheel Printer for 129,00+ VAT | paid by the customer - Non defective credit returs subject 10 10% restocking fee »
CBM 126D 359,00 Inc VAT NEW ATARI SYSTEMS

£299 + V.A.T.

Atari 520STFM 1MB
With over £450.00 worth of Software and accesories

‘Atar 520 STFM 1MB Interl Drive

e £225.00 + VAT
Atar 520 STFM 1MB and Monochrome Monitor £209.00 + VAT
Atar 1040 STFM with T.V. Modulator

£369.00 + VAT
Atar 1040 STFM with T.V. Modulator and monochrome monitor

39,00 + VA
Mega ST with Monochrome Monitor £949.00 + VAT
Mega ST2 Special Offer Package
93 ST2, Moo Moritor, SLMBO Laser Printer Microsot Wi,
Professional and 90 Days on ste Maintenance for only
Monitor Phiips TIV. Monitr 22018
M124

vip
£1559.00 4 VAT
£169.00 + VAT

00+ VAT

MEGASOFT SOFTWARE CLue

Amiga 895

Aiai High Res Monochrome Monitor
1900 M Mono Monitor for CBM 641128
Vison 2600 Colour Monitor Steror

‘Amiga 3000

ST 1250

T 1250

MEGALAND
16A CITY COMMERCE CENTRE
MARSH LANE
SOUTHAMPTON SO1 1EW
TEL: 0703 330544




HARDWARE UPGRADE GUIDE

ACORN ARCHIMEDES

APPLE MACINTOSH

‘THE RANGE
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Graphics Graphics (SE) 3
Sound Sound 4
SOFTWARE: SOFTWARE:
Range Range
Quality Quality
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ATARI ST

HARDWARE UPGRADE GUIDE

COMMODORE AMIGA

1BM PC AND
COMPATIBLES

. i e A2000 cones
dsysomive consos. asaspart efboar and syt bon. e Amstad PC1512 v 1640 Spedfcatonsaply o most mod-
P, buchec e eals for yourselbeloe b
W0, b of
‘ 0 whiette
0235 and 0BG et bt e axnsive)
] S208T ps 20 000125, S butaGiOK machioe
4 100 games - 36498, 04ISTF -£5%995
3 bt ostof ose
‘ {ha sy o ATOD, e st Amiga o ar, wih ' gy
bookup sequetc and uny (256K) memar, esevedy Gscartn
i
: EGA i Herlis
1 "
o), Usesuih opeainns. 18 colos or
hich s e o656 15
6100400 s i lack & whte. nal
palete o 4186 modecames o colotscheme chocs, bt arsall. An
EGA Entanced Grapics Adapi PC can produce tese o CGA
rods s afow o s own, ofling plays fp 05400
16cobus fom a et o 64 Hercles raphics are oo oy
Dutwita masinum esoton of 720648 ey can b very et
forappicatons e OTP (Desk Top Pubishig).
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PREMIER MAIL ORDER
8 Buckwins Square Burnt Mills
Basildor 3
Please Send Cheques/P. / No. With Order
P&P Inc U.K. Ove 00 per item
All payments to PREMIER MAIL ORI

These offers are available by Mail Order ¢




RANDOM ACCESS

RANDOM
ACCESS

NGar Thrombobo plunges the world ever deeper into the mire but could be facing big trouble in the form of an avenging virus. Another
batch of ACE odd facts and a couple of TPLS (Totally Pointless Lists). Not forgetting the brain twisting puzzle and crossword.

orace Claghandie sared at s toilet mourul

Iy. Hour by hour the water leve in the basin
‘Was rsing. His worstnightmares were coming rue
he'd feared that one day a malevolent spre might
take contol of Grimleythorpsedale's Municgal Sew-
erage Disposal Plant and reverse the polaty of the
pumping mators, and here it was actually happening!
Heaven nows the number o times hed witten to
M. Tord, the Iish plant superintendent, utining the

The Git
In The Machine:
Part 4

danger. There was o excuse, of course, for those
epl

ftle Horace
Claghandie's mind that his insistence on the problem
might have helped lead, in some way, to his confine-
ment

035 the last, ignited simula-
i

the alen vegetable screamed and deflated explosive-
Iy, Gitcumnavigating the compost hezp three times
efore coming o rest amidst the rhubab.

"ou must be madr sad Doctor Sammer as
Horace Claghandie old i his theor

“But s tre, Doctor Siammer. I happened at
fas, ke | aways said it would.

“We left you locked up in that room too long.
said Doctor Sammer, tinking more of the huge
quantiy of efient that had been disgorged wih
young Claghandie rather than any effect he confine

neously, and o
the cell. Horace Ciaghandie was swept out of the

He measured the level in his toet bow once
more, then wrggled across to th door in his stait
jacket and banged it with his ebow. No-one paid
much attention, though ~ herdy surprising seeing
that the door was upholstered with three inches of
‘Acme Schizocomt Lucury Insulatve Padding. Behind
him he heard the fist slopping of water on the floor
as the level i the toet reached te rm.

NGar Thrombobo was lonely. The food of
reports coming i indicated tht is plans 0 bring the
wordto s knees were progressing wel, but he prob-
lom was that there was no-one o Worship o applaud
s greatness. He'd gone trough the Sewerage Dis-
posal Plant data banks many tmes, but the only
other spies hed encountered were the oes tha sat
in the comer of the Fiow Rate Inicator Diagrams on
the main pumping station's terminals. These were
stupid,sury shovekwieding humancids who were far
more interested n flooculum colction and methane
control than prostraing themselves before superior
inellects, The best he could do by tinkering with thec
feeble anmation subroutines was 10 meke them shov-
el twice as fastevery time he made a speech, which
was somehow rather unseftin

Eventually, the wate love in Horace Claghan-
des cel reached th light fting, Horace Claghandie
was beginning 1 tink the end was righ. By pushing
s face down the neck o the triacket and blowing
hetd managed o infate i and keep himsel afca, ut
i he water didnt get him now, the noxious gases
Woul. Several hours-worthof materialhad bult up in
the sewers beneath the asylum since the pumping
motors had been reversed, and since Horace
Claghandie’s room was in th cellars, it was il com:
ing out of istoiet.

Then the light fused. A jagged spark flashed

ona foaming tde of effu-
vium and suaight past th ofice of Docor Slammer,
the asylum director,

“Doctor Slammer, you have 1o isten fo me ~ the
‘workd'sin mortl dangert shouted Horace Claghandie
as he raced past in his overinfiated strifacket,

Doctor Siammer stopped wiing, put down his
pencl and cheoked fis puse.

1t was the gardener who finaly apprehended
young Claghandie, wha'd been lethigh and not real
Iy all that dry on the compost heap by the subsiing
flood. Thinking he'd discovered some kind of mutated
abino marrow, the gardener had pricked the object
with his pitchfor and had then nodded visely when

“There's oly one way to stop him. said Horace
Giaghandie, 2nd for that | needto use your Amoeba.

Wellfm not sure | can lt you use my own per
sonal_ computer said Doctor Slammer doubtuly
brushing chocolate biscuit crumbs o his floral cress
and puting down his binoculars, Just wht is it you
intend to do?

“Im going to e a virus'* sad Horace Claghan-
diewiha gintin is )

“Oh dear” said Doctor Slammer, who'd only just
recovered fom a asty co

"0h deat sad the parot on his shoulder.

"0 dear! said NGar Thrombabo, who'd been
monioring the conversation via Doctor Siammers
telephone.

SOLUTION
TO PRIZE
CROSSWORD
NO7
The fist correct entry out

wins £25 worth of
software for his micro.
‘This is what the
completed crossword
‘should have looked like...
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HOMESOFT (UK) §  AmiGa

ATARI Software and Hardware
DEALER
ALMOST PROBABLY THE CHEAPEST MAIL TAILER IN

\TARI AMIGA Setehed Amiga 500 + Modulator
Joystick & Software
§ o Conplator Ui ONLY £370.00

S Bara oMoy 1390 1590

520 STFM Xmas Super
Pack Includes £450.00
worth of Software,
Joystick & PDs
ONLY £348.00

the lowest
prices for Disks and Disk
boxes around.

HOMESOFT (UK) DEPT (ACE)
PO BOX 49 LEYLAND, LANCASHIRE PR5-1DG
FOR NEW RELEASES AND ITEMS NOT LISTED TEL: 0772-4524‘4

Allpricos inciude Hardware ncluded
PLEASE PHONE ADD £2.00 Europe Pur Item, Courier Service available

* GOODS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY AND CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE.
OFFER ENDS 31st January 1989. HOMESOFT (UK) CARES FOR ITS CUSTOMERS

THE ACE PUZZLE NO9 SOLUTION TO THE ACE
S e PUZZLE

Jamie has decded to treat himself 0 a brand new computer system for Onismas NO7
Drawing ou his savingsfrom the bank, he was soon tying ou the lafst ystems at
e nearest compute retaers. Afr much defberaton he decded on the ‘Superchp
MK which comes complte it an integrl VDU sczeen and disk dive. The new sys-
{em cost him EXACTLY two s of the cash he ad.

A ustcover, as an optonal exta, cost him  further £4.99. Realising that he
woud need some sofware, he had soon selected a number of packages. Having
already paid for the computer and dust cover, he counted his remaiing cash and

“The first correct entry out of the postbag was Bob Whitaker of Cambridge
who wins £25 worth of software.

vnm o m different multiples of seven in the grid. These are

found the software he wanted would now cost o tirs of tis residue. A couple of J]  SHOWT
books costim a urher 195,

Al paying fo hese tems some bl disks caught is eye. These castone fl 7 w oo % % 2 “ %
uater o e money that he had paidforthe sofware. Finall a oyt cost i si ] g5 noow o i g L
e A S e e eied haid oo £ TR b TR IR R T
thing of ll - as e had exacty £150 o, he nipped back imo e shopand soon fl 7 T W w0 s a7

WM w ow Ta T 1%
(Can you say how much money he starte theday with? W 4N 4B e 4 aw e e
9 A oM R eM G 6 T
that il alow your micro o solve o you? L AR T T B T S ")
LI AT I R T R R
NAME AT AT SR e M e e TR
W M ue T 9 T T
s g T I ]
T TR MY RO T s %% %
ST ST MBI SR T W M e
ToOIET TROT2 TRGET a1
Asix by six grid can be dissected into 616 componen numiers. Fe
SEND YOUR ANSWERS TO PRIZE PUZZLE 9, ACK, 4 QUEEN example, a lin of six digits also holds two five-digit numbers, three fours
STREET, BATH BA1 1EJ. CLOSING DATE DECEMBER STH. digit numbers, four three- digit numbers, five two digit numoers, and

single digis.
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—T "WIN AN ST Giffod Soft WIN AN ST
_ OR FREE 21 Whernside Avenue OR FREE
" Ashton-Under-Lyne "
A | [SOFTWARE ERtBh HniseLyn SOFTWARE
T AMIGA SOFTWARE ATAN ST sorTART —avam oY SorTWARE
BLecey L Th SN T e
B e W i
& S EF*""'""L
or el
; Tl G O Sascion
i
:w?’a‘m“""
o ] B o i
R, | s
o
e o e ke s
s G T
ol s e
GIFFORD SOFT(ACE)
21 WHERNSIDE AVENUE, ASHION.UNDER-LYNE, LANGS. 0L6 0UY
)'k 296 Brockley Road, Brockley )Ik
London SE4 2RA
ATARI Tel: 01-691 0207 ATARI
DEALER Complete range of Atari Computer Hardware and Software, ~ PEALER
- also large range of Amiga, Sega Hardware and Sofware
| THE FIRST No. 1 ST DEALER IN SOUTH EAST LONDON
e _ESTABLISHED SINCE 1983
[Atari 1040STF = (Authort
: s T
i Star |
: §Z¥ tc S She i
8
' WoEo ARy sorTWARE oum spECALTY
. TS
2 ooy v ssaaas |[BuSS Une o
1 e e
; cooumaNT 100 owe
6 STIPC £154.22
: e
7 -
o AL y ‘w EOF VAT.
. For. 0
four-
d six

CALL I AND CHAT OVER A COP OF GOFFRE



RANDOM ACCESS
COMMODORE AMIGA A500 TARI 520STFM

AarsshsTem
Ame o P ] s
MoteConsler Wi et

gl
osoctort Ouns
fon Bl i
T doysto Load
Secogd ey
50035

Hara
e Manual

oy,

55035 el
e ORIt L o e P e

PLUSIIL PAY IN GASH OR BY CREDIT CARDS) ON ANY OF THE ABOVE S e nal,sase“'m"c“n"vam'n i s

|AMIGA PACKS AND WE WILL GIVE YOU 10 BLANK DISKS AND A MOUSE MAT. Lot o G pacra, 1 o S

T G } H
Qualty Phiipe s { Amerad | Gumana | Tiange | Cumana | Cumana
Mousé | Cuatn Lelo P20 | CASS el SF
Mar i Coour oivaix | Dottiaiy | IMST { imoST s
diss Noniar B | DkDrvo | OMkbae | Dskiwe | Diskoe |
£555 | cronss 16305 | cro9gs | ©9085 [ Hi09ss | g | Fhess

Eyomax | Competton | Ewomax | Competton | Evomax | Compstioni Ram | Ewomax | Chestan | Euomax
Poso0 | “Ehe PSS | proenona | Pros00n ;b | Aeas | e | loAm
Bk ity e Autotre
e oyt § Jopsick | Joysick | Joysick i doystick | Jopsiex | Joyslk
£1295 £1045 5 £1395 | ‘B9 £15.95 695 | TN i £095 £6.95

16 BIT SOFTWARE

= e - e S o B
stess Yoo fs Sg e v O AR sy T
s:zz = e e b ) = S
£ R e e s i

HE Emeesnis oo iR EELCE EESE SREE R m** =

he by fir al- e 580 values so far obtained are next tested for divisiilty by 7
ues and storing these in the array L$(616). The order of the digis in the (lines 280 to 320). If your computer has a MOD function, this can be
grid are first read from the DATA lines at the end of the listing. The frst  used as an altemative. Any value faling the test has that section of the
two DATA lines contain the horizontal and vertcal lines respectively, array canceled (ine 310). Finally, all duplications are removed in the
while the second two contain the two sets of diagonal values. The two  foutine at ines 330 to 370. Once this has been done a count is made of
FORNEXT loops a lines 160 and 170 splt each of these fines into as all remaining values in the array. The countis started at 1 (ine 390) to

i i of the single-cigit value 7 which we can see is present in

Y parts 3
(line180). This results in 290 difierent values, each having from two to six the gric,
digis. Lines 200 1o 260 complete the array by computing the reverse of

ach of the values so far obtained. Single digi values are not considered  NOTE: This listing will run on any machine capable of
at this stage as there is only the one acceptable value (7) and this is  using Microsoft BASIC.

accounted for ater.

THE Listing 3101 VT<INTOV/) THEN L=
100 DIM G$ (30),L$(616)

110 FOR L=1 TO 30 :READ Z8: GS(L)=ZS:NEXT Sa0pANT D ok

120 L=t 340 FOR A=1 TO 6

130 BEINT THSSECTION OF CHIDINPROGRESS: 350 FOR B-A1 TOB16

140 FORN=1TO SNSRI (k) TR LB

380 PRINT "PR\NT RESULTS AND COUNT TOTAL"
390 T=1: REM(TO REPRESENT THE SINGLE DIGIT 7)
400 FOR F=1T0 616

410 IF L§(F)<>" "THEN PRINT L§(F): T=T+1

200 FOR L-291 TO 580
210 Z§=LS(L-290): R
220 FOR F=1 TOLEN (B)

EXT
430 PRINT: PRINTTOTAL: *;T
0 END.

230 R$=MID$(ZS,F.1)+RS 450 DATA 430674,794367,518217,347194,749567,783972

460 DATA 475377,391448,048793,632159,761967 477472
250 L§(L)=RS 470 DATA 73,590,3146,74837,747264,89117,3597,964,77
260 NEXT 480 DATA 77,667,0314,34297,498162,71757,5499,343,78
270 L=L-1

zsu PRINT‘DIVISIEIUTV TEST IN PROGRESS"

OOOOOOOO
GROL0 0.0 0 00

300 V AL (LSlF})
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BATH COMPUTER SHACK

YOU CAN’T AFFORD TO GO ELSEWHERE

***ATARI SUPER PACK***
Atari 520stfm, | meg drive, 22 games and a
joystick ONLY £349.00
Atari 520stfm | meg drive £269.00
Atari 1040stfm now with modulator ONLY

£419.00
Atari 1040stfm with s m 124 high resolution
mono monitor ONLY £529.00
Atari SH205 Hard Disc £539.00
Atari SM124 High Res Monitor £119.00
Atari SC1224 Colour Monitor £339.00
Atari SL804 Lazer Printer £1049.00

ATARI MEGA’S AND PC'S
Please call for our very best prices, you won’t be
disappointed.

DISCS & BOXES
At UNBEATABLE Prices
10 x 3.5” DS DD Discs in Box £9.95
25 x 3.5” DS DD Disc in 40 box £25.00
25 % 5.25” Discs £8.50
100 x 5.25” Discs £29.95
Above Discs Certified & Guaranteed
40 Cap 3.5” Lockable Box £4.99
80 Cap 3.5” Lockable Box £7.99
100 Cap 3.5” Lockable Box £9.99
AMSTRAD
Amstrad PC1640 DD Mono £689.00
Amstrad PC1640 SD Mono £559.00
Amstrad PC1640 HD ECD £1349.00
Amstrad PC1512 DD Colour £725.00

Amstrad PC1640 DD Mono, DMP4000 Printer,
Wordstar, Supercalc 3.1, Accounts Master
ONLY £899.00

All other models available, please call for our
very best prices.

MONITORS
ST88 (CM8833 in streamline case) £259.00
Philips CM8833 £259.00
Philips CM8852 £299.00
*NB: All above prices include lead.
PRINTERS
Citizen 120D £159.00
Panasonic KXP1081 £175.00
Star LC10 (with spare ribbon) £215.00
Star LC10 colour £265.00
Star NB24-10 (free sheetfeeder) £449.00
*NB: All above prices include lead.
COMMODORE
AMIGA 500, Deluxe Paint, 10 Discs and a free
game £389.00

Full range of PC’s in stock please call for our
very best prices.

Amstrad PPC512S £429.00
Amstrad PPC512D £499.00
Amstrad PPC640S £549.00
Amstrad PPC640D £629.00
ACCESSORIES
Handykap Keyboard Cover £7.95
Monitor Stand £24.95
Mouse Mats £4.50
Monitor Master (ST Only) £35.00
Mouse Master (ST & Amiga) £24.95

A i C i Sl

All prices include VAT & Delivery.
All Hardware is sent by next day courier.

\Y

8c Chelsea Roa

Lower Weston
Bath

Avon
BA1 3DU
25) 310300

25) 446827

Access & Visa orders welcome.
Mail order address below.




SOUND & VISION

COMPUTERS
TELEPHONE: 09252 20257

Computers. Sonwzve hardware, both TV and Video repairs with FREE estimates.
tered Acorn, Amstrad, Atari and Commodore dealers.
Tisantoas ot o anyone ask for from a computer store like
SOUND & VISION

Barbarian 2 ... £7.95  LastNinja2..... £7.95
Al £9.95 Games £6.95 All £1.99 Games - Buy 2 get 1 FREE

. £259.00 inc VAT Atari ST Superpack

‘ Atari ST 1MB

Atari 500 four monitor (1084), Computer starter Kit,
Database, Spreadsheet and Deluxe paint, all for only.
Amiga 500 with {1984) Golour monitr anly
Amiga 500 with Modul
Citizen 120-D Printer Only £T10.00 ng VAT

‘ VISION SUPERDEAL
Atari ST fm Imb Printer (120-D) Gauntiet I, Gunship, Carrer Command, Dungeon Master
|aifor £369.00 Inc VAT

[ Coming Soon : AVESHEA
1% Avalabe for the Archimedos, ST & The Great Giana
| Arcs oditor,

price i 155, 1968 for

Pleass send cheques/PO's (0
Sound & Vision Computers
178 Wargrave Road, Newton-Lo Willows, Merseysice, WA12 8JR

i
NOTE: Sound & Vision Computers are NOT on conjuction

" Sound N Vision In Legh.

| THE ACE PRIZE
CROSSWORD NO9

Setby M

The first correct eny taken from the postbag wins Software worth £25.00.
Closing datefor eniries November 3rd.

“The ACE crossword is crypic. The answer might be an anagram, or
formed from the end of one word and the beginning of another, or simply
finted at by the clue. Most - but not qute il - of the answers are comput.
errelated.

ACROSS
5.Sarithey riped in game - i's machess!(8)

7. Surounded by dancing maid charcaters (4

8 Warms up in prelminary races (5)

9. Se0 6 down.

10. Lose Jonah playing game that never was from Pianha (4,5)
1. Frends returing to war game (9)

14. Dune’ man rewrote for software house (7)

15. See 13 down.

17. Yield from seed, say (4)

18. AKid, Nora, laying Ocean game (8)

] Get your teeth into, say, some data (4)

H Pointto computer language fundamentals (6)
4 Putth bot n sy, al beginingof Mitorof game ()
6&9ac )

10. Gvem\mssvonw man (6)

1

LT

TH

12. Book of the year (6)
138 152, £
16. )
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12 CLOSE, L PARK, COLCHESTER, ESSEX. CO4 3GE
36a Osborne St, Access We v;rll ‘match any price EM/tehlgsedd b{l BARCLAYCARD 5a Dogs Head St,
another company provicing the adver i
Colchaster; 5 curront lasug and noy 2 specal Ipswich,
Essex. offer. Please state the magazine and Suffolk.
(0206) 560638 company concerned (0473) 57158
I PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW ON (0206) 869668 (0206) 863193
. ATARIST 5 AMIGA gy AMIGA .
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e Comp Price Name:
Address
ol No
g ST'S & AMIGA'S
IN STOCH AcEDES
Total Cost &1

Cheques & Postal Orders payable to SOFTSELLERS. Post & Packing Free in U.K. —
s £1.50 per item. Shop prices may vary, but personal callers can claim approx 10% discount 7
off R.R.P. on production of this advert.




Mail Order
135 Bellegrove Rd, Welling,
Kent. DA16 3QS
Tel:- 01-303-4473 Ext 21

16 Bit Specialists

25% OFF ALL R.R.P
+ £1.00 voucher with orders over £20.00

Pl oy e
PRICE £18.00 (all inclusive)
f,’p‘ FIXGENSY) e e e IF YOU WANT [T WE GAN GET
o o 5
2 o i o, Yty oot b 17, JUST DED
'POOLSWINNER with FIXGEN (for both) 28% OFE R.
COTRSIWIO | COURSI:WINNERw "";F"-w EXAMPLES
T PUNTERS COMPUTER PROGRAM a2 pioai RRP OUR PRICE
e et el s Comnganer 2099 22.49
e ol e s i P oo 24.99 1874
oy e in. ey s ke e o S e lod
T ons o e b vt
e e oy o s 140 i
'PRICE £18.00 (ulinclasive) mcdes Pt AND Natin Bt oo 99 7.49
[AVARLABLE FOR e =3 4+ 5.99
Mapldcnps.  oucoomein uac s SEHHPORE MEcA 440
(o Gomersinto ) SRTRY SR
Al despatched within 7 working days
[— = Cheques & Postal Oders shouid be made payabe o
ol et

5. Tiger Feet - Mud

6. ABC - The Jackson Five

7. Ready Teddy - Litle Richard

8. River - King Trigger

9. Pump up the Volume - MARRS

10. Rhythm Stick - lan Dury and the Blockheads

The ACE team have been bursting with list ideas again but
these were the only three that were printable.

TOP 10 FUNNY ANIMALS [t ottt
2. Marine Boy
3. Johnny Staccato

1. Opus (Bloom County, The Guardian)

2. Caloulus Cat (Escape)

3. The Three Bears (The Beano)

4. John the Monkey (..., The Guardian)

5. Lamont the Buftalo (Badger)

6. The Penguin (..)

7. Bil the Cat (Bloom County)

8. Firkin (it has siipped our minds what he's in)
9. Bullwinkle J. Moose (Rocky and Bullwinkie)
10. SPG the Hamster (The Young Ones)

TOP 10 SUMMER DANCE
HITS

6. Whiybirds
7.1 Dream of Jeanie
8. The Addams Family
9. Stingray.

10. Mister Ed

e :
a three legged ¢

1. Sex Machine - James Brown y. KC use i Kit K wit t chil

2. Somebody to Love - The Blues Brothers milh had a pet monkey called Charle. Bob

3. Balloom Blfz - Sweet teams are Wimbledon and the Miami Dolphin

4. The Theme fom S-Express - S-Express
158 Advanced Computer Entertanment
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THE NEW ROYAL EDITION

\

e
o @ 12 month
@ Automatic
impact

3 owr E14°%
f A Right Royal Joystick
N £

© N
HAUTOFIRE

AMETAL SHAFT X
v

12 MONTH WARRAN]

Chestan, products avaiable from tranches of Agages Dixons ek
'WHSMITH®

High St. Stores and all good campult
shops or direct rom Chessh

CHEETAH MARKETING LTD
Road,

Fainwater, Cardiff CF5 3AS.
Telephone: Cardif (0222) 555525
Telex: 497455 Fax: (0222) 555527




§ Computer Adbenture Porld

WE STOCK OVER 2500 T/TLES & SPECIALISE IN
[ADVENTURES FANTASY WARGAMES STRATEGY]

SIMULATIONS CANADA WARGAMES FOR ST-C64-1BM AT £ 35.00
COMPUTER MODERATED BOARD WARGAMES FOR ONE OR TWO PLAYERS
KURSK CAMPAIGN ... WWII- THE GREATEST TANK BATTLE IN HISTORY
OPERATION OVERLORD ... THE ALLIED INVASION OF EUROPE IN WWII
TO THE RHINE ..THE ALLIED DRIVE AGAINST THE GERMAN HEARTLAND
ROMMEL AT GAZALA .. THE DESERT FOX & MOBILE DESERT WARFARE
MOSCOW CAMPAIGN ............ WWII THE MASSIVE GERMAN OFFENSIVE
IN HARMS WAY ......... TACTICAL NAVAL COMBAT IN PACIFIC FROM 1943
WE ALSO HAVE MODERN NAVAL Tth. FLEET,GREY SEAS,5th. ESCADRA
WW//: BATTLE FOR ATLANTIC,FALL GELB,STALINGRAD
GOLAN FRONT : PLEASE CHECK FORMAT AVAILABILITY

SIRATEGY - WARGAME - R.P.G. GAMES IMPORTED FROM USA
PALADIN ... FANTASY RPG,10 SCENARIOS OR DIY ... ST-AMIGA £34
BREACH ... SCI-FI SPACE MARINE WARGAME / RPG . ST-AMIG £34
BREACH SCENARIO DISC .. 16 MORE SCENARIOS . ST- AMIGA ... £19
WIZARDRY | OR Il ... DUNGEON FANTASY RPG ... C64 & IBM ... £39.50
NOBUNAGAS AMBITION ... 'SHOGUN' WARGAME RPG .. [BM .... £42.50
WARSHIP FROM SSI ... PACIFIC NAVAL WARFARE IN WWII . ST £39. 50
GREAT BATTLES ( 4) . AUSTERLITZ TO GETTYSBURG ...... ST

PANZER STRIKE . DETAILED TACTICAL ARMORED COMBAT . C64 .. f_29
GOLD OF THE REALM .... FANTASY RPG PARTY QUEST ..... ST ..... £35

FOR THE SPORT'S ENTHUSIAST - IMPORTED FROM THE USA
3 IN 1 FOOTBALL .. STATS BASED INC. LEAGUE PLAY .. ST ....- £32.50
SUPER SUNDAY . US FBALL GREAT GRAPHICS 8 DETAIL. C64 £28.50
SS MANAGER DISC ... EXPANDS THE ABOVE GREATLY ... C64- £22.50
M LEAGUE BASEBALL FANTASTIC GRAPHIC SIMULATION ST- £42.50
M'L NER DISC . ADDS GREAT DETAIL TO THE ABOVE .. ST ... £25
WE ALSO HAVE TEAMS D/SCS FOR SUPER SUNDAY & MICROL G BASEBALL

LATEST ‘OFFICIAL * ADVENTURE HINT BOOKS -
DUNGEONMASTER . £8.95 : ULTIMA 30R 4. £7.95 : WASTELAND. £8.95
BARD'S TALE 1 OR 2.. £6.50 OR 3 AT £8.95 : "QUEST FOR CLUES" .. £19.75

[SEND LARGE SAE FOR FREE 20 PAGE PRICE LIST
INCLUDES ST AMIGA IBM PCW ATARI COMMODORE AMSTRAD APPLE BBC SPECTRUM
PAYMENT :VISA - MASTERCARD - UK CHEQUE - EURO / GIRO CHQUE
POSTAGE UK FREE : PER GAME EUROPE £.2.00 ELSEWHERE £4.00

§ Computer Adventure World g

Bank Buildings, 1A Charing Cross, Birkenhead L41 6EJ
Telephone: 051-666 1132




2, Py Rowd, Nowprl, (sl of Wigh. P030 5J0.

’DS @ NEWPORT (1.W) BUSINESS SUPPLIES

INTEGRATED DIGITAL SYSTEMS DISKS

Quantity  Price
5 5,00

Specialised in the repair of all major

makes of computer hardware and e
accessories.
Lok SPECIAL VALUE PACK
i (STORAGELOXES) 80 Cap. box + 10 disks.
O Free Estimates oy s T
O 48 Hour Turn Around
OUR PRICES INCLUDE:

V.AT. multi-coloured disk labels

Repeat Order Discount Form

QO 24 Hour Service
(Account Customers Only) 3!

ORDERFORM  BLOCK CAP!
Or'Use plain paper  ang please

CALL NOW WITH NO OBLIGATION... Name

on CARDIFF (0222) - 473757
(24 Hour el

WE'RE 1IN BUSINESS POSTAGE AND PACKING =
T@ SERVE YOUS

ChaPo.

ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE CARRIAGE & VAT

HSV COMPUTER SERVICE LIMITED (ACE)
23, Hampstead House, Town Centre, Basingstoke, RG21 1LG

DISKS UNBRANDED LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Quantity 10
31/2'DSDD 135TPI 995 1895 2795 3695 4595 8999
Al 31/2" Disks come complete with labels

SUDSDD 48Tl 595 895 1195 1495 1705 3085
6TP X 1695 1995 37.95

All 51/4" Disks Supplled it wite pmleci tabs, labels and envelopes
and come with our no quibble money back or replacement guarantee

DISKETTE STORAGE BOXES BOXES WITH DISKS
50 %5 1/4" Hinged Lid Lockable £6.95
100 x 5 1/4" Hinged Lid Lockable £8.95 50 x 5 1/4" Disks + 100 Cap Box DS/DD 23.95 DSQD £25.95
120 x 5 1/4" Hinged Lid Lockable £10.95 100 x 5 1/4" Disks +120 Cap Box DS/DD 39.95 DSQD . £43.95
40 x 3 1/2" Hinged Lid Lockable £6.95 20 x 3 1/2" Disks + 40 Cap Box DS/DD £23.95
100 x 3 1/2* Hinged Lid Lockable £8.95 50 x 3 1/2" Disks + 100 Cap Box DS/DD £49.95 fh
10 % 3" Hinged Lid ~ Holds 10 (cased) 2595 53 CF2 Disks + AMS20 Box £1995 1
20 x 3" Hinged Lid — Holds 20 (cased) £9.95 8
CONTINUOUS STATIONEHV ay DUST COVERS 1t
(Micro Perf AII E g 500 1,000 2,000 Amstrad CPC 464 2 Pce (Mono o Colour) 1
"60 - £950 £14.95 Amstrad CRC 6128 2 Pee (Moo or Colour) i
£750 £1295 £2295 Amstrad PC 1512/1640 2 |t
f875 ciags ezros | Amevag PCWssene 3 s L
- 525 £950 | Amswad POW 95123 I
T 57 61050 | Amsirag DP 200030003760 1
Z 375 £1050 | Ametrad DMP 4000
- £675 £11.95 | Amstrad LQ 3500 1
- £4.75 £8.50 I
Credit Card -
” i rder ve
B Hotline (0256) 463507 Faxline (0256) 841018 il Minimum order vaiue SSONIRY




i

S.D.C. 60 Boston Road, London, W7 3TR

Other branches - 309 Goldhawk Road, London, W12 8EZ
18 Market Square, Leighton Buzzard, Beds
(OPEN 7 DAYS 10am - 8pm)

PRICE PROMISE

If you wish to purchase any product from our list and find that

You can buy the same product cheaper from another mail order|

company, simply enclose the lower amount, stating the name of

the other company and where you saw the advert. (it must be the|

currentissue). Price Promise does not apply o other companies|
“Special Offers".

8 gl BRR e 8 MR B2 a2l |
HRAE R R i IR
AR R : iB|ik e es |8
AL R R #2148 uElER |48
i) 4818 Rhes BEEE L2 68 68
B R EBIEE ER1ee |2
£2 2 aA|es e 238 | 020
e By G 5: 5% 1050 1050f'NR 1538
B i ki 28 e i
5% o e 105 1050 1358 iy
R R i
i d%)8 n B SRR i
B 5% 8%

NB: NOT ALL T\TLES MAY BE RELEASED ON ALL FORMATS PLEASE RlNG TO CONF\RM
- AMENOT LISTED PLEASE CONTACT US FOR ¥ ANDHSTS OESOPT)
SID.C. ORDER FORM.
| Please peis VoHowmg(hﬂes 06K captais plase! At Na"”e
Type of comp
([ = Address
1
1 e e e
1 Total Enclosed £ Tel. No.
1 Please make cheques or postal orders payable t0'5.0.C [N
%
I Prices include P&P within the U.K: Europe please add £1.00 per tape:
i Elsewhere please add £1.50 extra per tape




MAIL SOFT:

SIMPLY THE CHEAPEST MAIL ORDER
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EXPRESS (021)3283585 [EN==

A -MAGIC Turbodizer (VIDEO)

‘The A-Magic Turbo-Dizer was developed especially for the Atari St. It is one of the fastest vilaa igiizers or the mariat

Simply plug the small (12 x 7 x 3cm) black box to your ST's ROMport (Mega ST also) and you're ready for action. From now on

Jucen display evenhm%cn your SM 124/125 or colour monitor. gt you need is a PAL- v\dees\gna\ which is supplied by any
video-camera or V/

You can diizo using your ST in 2. 32 graylevels and process with th image sing the folwing programs: Degas (El),Neo-
chrome, Colorstar, Monostar (+), STAD, Art-Director, D.RAW...

With two ey levels it is possible to digize up to 25 pitures per second (realme).
What else can you do with the digitizer?

Adverising - lliustrations - Room Monitoring - Animation - Sideshows

Technical data:
roh

jardware: ~ resolution 640 x 400

= s NEW
- e
oftware: — resolutions 640 x s

~ gray levels 2, 4, 8, 16, 32, either red, blue, green or gray £149.95inc VAT.

At 212/213 BROAD STREET BIRMINGHAM B15 2JP (021) 643 9100,
9, EXETER STREET, PLYMOUTH. PL4 9AQ (0752) 265276




]

e s i

bl

s0-

ACE READERS PAGES

Small ads, club announcements, event details, pen pals, offers of help - all these and
more on offer here. A unique way of contacting tens of thousands of like-mi ding
computer users.

We're particularly keen to receive entries to the Helpline offering assistance on
particular games you may have solved — adventures or others. Or offering technical
expertise on aspects of particular machines.

Why not make your contribution?
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CHAMPIONSHIP SOCCER

OVER 100K OF PURE FOOTBALL MANAGEMENT

FEATURES: 4 Divisionsof 20 Teums of 1 plyers. Full e dewoods,
Euro cups. Full reslts and tables, Over 1000 player names and skilllvel. Named

Penalen. Bookins. Sendings of. injris. Extr e, Bank Lo, Overda,
Transfer marke. Plyer Static. Replays, Tesny Formatons. Insuance. Sockings. 3
L. enaly ot vl Away gosl. Wages + MUCH, MUCH MORE

SPECTRUM +3DISC 999 SPECTRUM 126462 TAPE £7199
SPECTRUM 45K & COMMODORE 4 £7.49

- o, CLENBROOK WALE,
STD SOFTURRE 5,05 orrs ™ ™

NOTE: not i esturesavsilable on spe venions
all price nclude P+P and VAT
ke Chegues PO payaie 1 STD SOFTWARE

MICROWARE COMPUTER SERVICES

Amiga 00 wih Froa TV Modtor, 5 To Gamas, © Pari Now only

Games
Atar 1040 STFM as above plus SC1224 Colour Monior

‘Amiga 500 Super Charge, 14.34 MH2-88,000 Replacement CPU

MURDER

All Computer Prices are being
savagely slaughtered!!
Phone NOW for amazing deals:-
01-760-0274

ATARI 520 STFM - PLUS FREE mouse mal, disk box, oystek
extension cable and Quick Shot I joystick.

ATARI 520 STFM SUPER PACK — PLUS £400.00 FREE
software, plus mouse mat, disk box, joystick extension cable
and joysick £375.99

AMIGA AS00 - PLUS FREE T.V Modulator, Deluxe Paint, Disk
Box and Mouse Mat .£389.99

COMMDDORE 64 - PLUS FREE Data Recorder and 10
£139.99

WANTED!! Dead or Alive Second Hand Atari ST +
Commodore Amigas - Any condition - Good prices paid

‘Gumana ASDU'ST Disk Drve £95/£99
STEK ASOT RAM with cock.... £129
20MB Hard Disk

Gzen 1200 Frver wih ol
Epson 1050024

5 114" Disk Drive Amiga.
M8 RAN for any Amiga 500
TV Tuner for AT084.
STARLC10 Calour et
Ganron Colout Inket
Ty games Yoy Wa b o e 3 55
o on v AP Skt sl slocton Fron st SAE

£159
7

P.O. Box 2, Skegness, Lincs PE25 2QL.
Telephone (0754) 610217
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YD, 7

-—

rm&?ﬁ&

WORLDWIDE 'WORLDWIDE
SorTwaRE WH#RLDWIDE pecersSOFTWARE
(S Sen P : 1Sty Seet
Galashiels TO1 1SW | 2322 "SOFTWARE Nottingham NG1 1LX

ez

e e e e o e

T - o7 S GE R G55 el o i

s i e mEgEEE s e

e T BE e e BT R i 13

i e o fes  Sos i i

s e 1 i e fiee  Sasees e 17

et e o ¥

e i i i e Ly s O] £1925 Shae i i 1o

iz s i : i

o Ot 21 e Commard i 2 S o 7

e e e

T | e ccmmeaen st

;“ Do 23 :WT:‘; e e —:'“:3'53‘"' 1:‘ o
S i
— i m,»,wmmm.m b
Vg G - thi




ACE READERS PAGES
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TELE-GAMES

Europe’s Largest Stock Of Video Games & Cartridges For —

k%ﬁ?

IN STOCK NOwW

“M

New Titles now in Stock

SPECIAL OFFER

EXMOUTH MICROS
13 South Street, Exmouth, Devon. EX8 25X
Telephone (0395) 267734

Authorized Electronic Arts dealer

Alpha Com32 Thermal Paper in stock. Box of 5
rolls £11.50 including postage

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL THE
MICRO CLUB MEMBERS

AMIGA MEGA PACK

Mega game worth £24.95 FREE with Sega ¢ AMIG 0 COMPUTER INC MOLSE, LEADS ETC % TV NODULATOR # JOYSTICKH

console package price £99.95. Or Master % PHOTON PAINT PACKAGE % 20PUBLICDOVAINDISCS %

Systom only £79.95 e Ko, nulu:l o e e
Sega console with light phaser and four MIGA 500+ o w4000
FREE gam DRIVE ]
\TARISTSUPER PACK -INC. 21 GAMES, BUSINESS PACK & J0YSTICK s
LY e AT
Now ON # SOFTWARE & PERIPHERALS AVAILABLE FOR ALL MAIOR COMPUTERS
T DISCOUNT PRICES. WRITE OR PHONE FOR FREE LIST. #

\KE CHEQUESIP.0'S PAVABLE T0

WICO JOYSTICKS FOR NINTENDO IN STOCK NOW THIRSK HOME GOMPUTER CENTRE,

The leading Video game specialsts.Send for st (state make of game)

TELEGAMES, WIGSTON LEICESTER, LES 1TE (0533-880445) YAL C ii‘H"" ARKET “““ E, ]
RKS. YO7 1HQ. TEL (0845) 24461)

ACCESS - ORDER BY CREDIT CAR
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HOW TO PLACE YOUR ENTRY

Allyou have 1o do s send of the form, below together with your pay-
ment; Entries to the Pink Pages cost ust £2.50 each. (Except for
Helpiine which is free).
umis 30 words except for Helpline. (Helpline entries

an e exendedt 100 words max - se another sheetof paper

sary)
B The service is ot open to adverti
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BLITTER END

THE BLITTER END...

BIG IN AMERICA

ARNING: dueto the fast paced action and intense excitement
"V e by Acomware et oy o ot ecommance o
pregnant women and those with weak hears." Thus reads the stern, pubic-
p Actonware's Capone
\g Why. 15 3 bo

lenllyn‘ ischief? Is a light.

euemm Women any 100 tough over i the- Smu. buthere at he

hlaslmq fare. Watch outfor Operaion Wolf i i sl e
past il v

how -bou! this startling photo from ex-editor Steve Caoke's candid (or
Baltimore HQ when he

fellow using pany’s
dispensing facilties. Apparently you can get a full range of sweets, TV din-
ners, Ding Dongs and other essential forms of nutrition, all at the touch of a
bution. i

dowith

unusually Why, the thought
our heads.)

GO WILD!

T ‘ony Ling from Dorchester won't forget Tucky issue 13 in a hurry. Why?
Because he was the forunate chap who managed 1o win the ACE/SS!
competiion. Tony's now won himsef a whopping €600 worth o ravel vouchers
Mrs Wendy Stokes- Clare from Coventry i aso pleased with herself at the
moment as she scooped the second prize of 60 worth of Advanced Dungeons &
Dragons books. The answers were as folows:

1. The cly in Pool o Radiance is

2. The ruined temple your prty penetrates in Heroes of the Lancs s Xak Tsarolh
3.NPC stands for Non Player Character(s).

THE WHAT???

et's face it folks, we've made our fair share of foul-ups in our time here on ACE. Indeed, we've used up
‘several other magazines' fair shares 0o, and will probably need to turn out a few dozen mistake-free
‘That said, Issue 14 that fai my rocked us on our
heels, , hurtl de arpened
fering,of o Page 132, where he appeared
describe his bcsum buddies Bah Wzﬂe Andy Smith and Andy Wilton as ‘The Ugly'. As all ACE readers will
ity v reaisd s shoud rave s Th Sugg gy sentienal il fom oo
‘Steve to his bestest
enquiry i in progress to find out who it was that 5o cruelly mauled Steve's kind parting words.
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atmospl ispense and outstanding
playability, Do not miss it!” CCI

sports gaming” Zzap 64

Have e what 8 talestobe .






